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The early history. of Jews in Bath . Maine is ebscure, All that is
availabex is a matter er. mumer in the vague memeries ef seme of the elder
living er recently died residents. There was a Jew in Unien Maine as
early as the pre- revelutienalr years. The early histery ef Pertland
and Banger are well deuumated and there were amoung these Jews magy
perlers and they ne HBeubt came te Bath as it was a majet port eof thse
times, Bat as te the matter ef accally living in the eity any recerd
of such residents has leng been lest. Accerding te an earler acceunt
The first Jewish settler in bath was on e Issac Mikelsky in the yesare--
his eldest daughter was know te have said that her father had teld her
that at ene time there was a stfre opperated by two Jewish men. They were
said te have ceme frem Lewisten and did net accully live in bath.

All ithat is knmew abeut the arrival ef Issse Mikelsky in e=w=
is a tale of his hamving gone te Rocklamd by trair whih several ef his
ehildren and that en his return trip ene ef his ehildrem, pessible his
elders daughter Sephia, became ill in Batk and he had step fer medicine
and for her te have a chance te recuperate, It seems that the natives
were geed te him , a fact hard to imagine tmx that this stranger prebably
net speaking the language well and very fergien te the Bathites , Nevertheless
se the stery gees and Issea likimg it se well d ecided te settle his
ffamily there,

The reeptiion these early Jews recieved in Bath ceme threugh as
seme what amazing, Bath was a tewn that in the days of the Ne Nething
affairs (date0 was extreemly Anti Cathlec. Se much ke that in the
year( date) the lecesl Prestestants burpeq and sseked the Cathelie chureh
Yot these same people seemed to welceme the early Jews witheut a quam .
These was seme small anti semitic acts and slurs smeung the yeung
boys but it seems ne mere then against any ether mminerity as
was the custem at that time. Jewish men frem the very start seem te have
been taken in te the ledges and erders some even came having already
jeined the Odd Fellew s and the like and they jeined at ene those
secietyes in Bath. Zbraham Gedijman came te B.th in 1908 already
s menber of the 8dd fellews and Jee Sel vich jein the Masens in ( date O

Research has Bhown the W, Ae “ilene of Lynn Mass had a stere in bath
In the 18708s Filene was a Prussan Jew from Pesne in §ermany hkis namwe was
In He had two store in Lyn and one in Seale Mass as well as the ene in
BAth . He sent his son to manage the Bath syore It was later manages by
Son Bertrand. It was hewever not a great success and in It

diddiaperes from the sene
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