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Good evening and Happy New Year to you all. Do you believe in miravles?
The Boble if full of them , seas that part bushes that burn and are

not consumedand, manna from heaven. I want to tell you that right her

and mow in 1990 you are seeing a miracle, as a matter of fact you are

sitting right in the middle ®&R of one. The miracle I speak of
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is the Beth Iéaéﬁf'Congregation,

From it"s struggling beginings it has always over come the odds.
Its founders were a group of poor, very poor imigrants who cand to
this largly Christan community and with very little money but a
wailet full of perservenence and a heart full of hope . Not a day
went by that they did not have a penny collection of a quilt auction
or a fund raiser. Can you imagine what the first families of Bath
some of whose relitives had come to America before the Pilgrams,
thanght of this tiny group of forieners , who spoke English bably

Ao én SMall

who were mostly pedlers and shopkeepers. I don't know,but what I do
know that to their lasting credit some of themﬁade contributions
to these Jews to heéd build this building in which you sit. A Miracle?
Perhaps.

And these first founders hag their glory years. With their large
families they held their services here in what was largly an empty
hall. ‘hey held suppers and games and shows never forgetting to
RALSE fundhaad’ﬁhey finished the interior and the heating system
and the plumbiné and they turned &his empty hall into thelir “shar™
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But as time went by these founders passed away and many of their families
moved away until at last the congregation grew smaller and smaller
nn%iifg;?iast despite the efforts of those who wereleft it seemed
that the draﬂ£%ﬂds congregation might die.

Only eight or n§ne years ago a young couple who lived in Bath Had

a little boy. A few Jewish children whose parents wanted them to have

a Jewish education were being drivem to Lewiston But iTso happened



that there was no room in the car for that one llttle boy. Ag a result
p?

his mother and another Young Jewish wom" began a humbéafSunday School here

in Bath . From that humble begining that school has grown to nearly

forty students and a budget of over $10,000 . What followed was a
reorganization of the synagogue , the arrival of other young Jewish people
who wanted not only to have the Hebrew School thrive but also to have the

cangregatlon to Wthh it belong thrive, and their furver and desire was no

less then thvse founders of Beth Israel. A#v O 4 itnt was N Faslaif Toc

And so today our congregation is alive and wed&l. its vital

signs are good. With little mone¥, no full time rabbié, but with our own
: i

effortslwe are making this miracle work

I know you want to be a part of the miracle . I know you want to
be active members. I know you want to give generiously of you time, effort
and your money. all of Wthh are ‘greatly needed . Pleasex don't forget

our specyal need for interior painting of which I spoke on Rosh Hashona.

. = you do not have one, there a spe01al envelopes in the lobby to make it
\ ‘ !
| easy to send your contribution” oPleese do so a#ﬁ%?@ﬁand keep this

maracle alive and growing . Thank You.



	High Holiday Address to the Congregation by Donald M. Povich (1990)
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1643229975.pdf.YQHG_

