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THE UMPG VIK IN G 

The Magnificent Amhersons, Saturday 

lourneg Into Fear, Tla~rsdag 

Feb. 7, 1972 

Orson Welles: Bis Films 
by Willi am Wood 

Orson Welles started read
i ng Shakespeare at age three, 
studied magic wi t h Harry 
Houdini during childhood, and 
was the voice of the Shadow 
of radio fame while in his 
early twenties. During t his 
time he was also responsible 
for the famous War of the 
Worlds broadcast on Hallo
ween of 1938, along with 
staging an updated version 
of Julius Caesar featuring 
modern dress on a bare stage 
and capitalizing on the, then, 
recent news of the rising 
dictatorships in Europe. 

Three years after the 
Martian scare broadcast 
Welles made his first movie, 
considered by many the great
est American movie ever made, 
Citizen Kane. Welles di
rected it, acted in it, and 
helped Herman Mankiewicz, 
an extremely talented and 
controversial writer of the 
30's, write the script. 

After Citizen Kane much 
was expected of the young 
Welles, bu~ for several rea
sons many cri t ics along with 
t he public were to be disap
pointed. This is not to say 
that Welles was a one 
picture director-he wasn't, 
many of his film s are still 
considered classics (hi s 
Magnificent Ambersons is 
rated on · the same level as 
Citizen Kane) and as one 
critic put it "wat chi ng 
Orson Welles' mistakes is -
better than watching most 
other di rectors' successes." 

Welles is often very 
t heat rical i n his approach 
to film-making and will use 
any trick or gimmick to make 
a scene, sequencel or even 
picture work. 

Because Orson Welles was 
and is su( h a controversial 
and important force in the 
art of fiim , the Gor ham Film 
Soci ety is showing 11 of his 
12 maj or fi l ms in the months 
of February and March (the 
twelth one, Falstaff, his 
most recent picture, is pre
sently being negotiated for 
and will hopefully be shown 
sometime during the semester). 

The Films of Orson Welles, 
like the John Ford Retrospec
tive of last year will attempt 
to offer the people in the 
Portland-Gorham area an 
opportunity to study and 
enjoy the particular style 
and themes of a major motion 
picture director. 

The first three films will 
be Journey Into Fear Thursday 
night at 7:30 about an adven
ture in the Middle East. On 
Friday and Saturday night at 
the same time the film series 
will move out of Bailey Audi
torium in Gorham' to Luther 
Bonney Auditorium in Portland. 
Friday will be Th~ Trial .which 
is based upon the novel by 
Franz Kafka. Sa~urday will 
be The Magnificent Ambersons, 
which is about America at the... 
arrival of the Industrial Aqe. 


