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Maine’s Governor King signs Civil Rights Bill;
State becomes 10th to Outlaw Discrimination

Washington, DC—May 16, 1997
Maine officially became the 10th state
to ban discrimination against gay men
and lesbians. As expected, Governor
Angus King signed the bill that passed
the state legislature last week. The
new law bans discrimination against
gays and lesbians in employment,
housing, credit and public accommoda-
tions.

The nine other states that have
passed similar legislation are Rhode
Island (1995); Minnesota (1993);
Vermont, New Jersey and California
(1992); Connecticut and Hawaii (1991);
Massachusetts (1989) and Wisconsin
(1982). The New Hampshire legisla-
ture also passed similar legislation last
week and Governor Jeanne Shaheen has
promised to sign it.

A New England clean-sweep will
come for gay rights legislation with the
expected whisk of Gov. Shaheen’s pen.
All six states in the region will then
have such laws. “The momentum has
started,” said Kerry Lobel, Executive

Director of the National-Gay and
Lesbian Task Force, (NGLTF). “New
England has set an example for the rest
of the nation. More states than ever are
moving pro-gay legislation forward.”

Although Governor King has
signed the bill, opponents of the legisla-
tion threated to have it repealed. Two
conservative groups, the Christian Civic
League and Concerned Maine Families
have both said that they might bring a
voter referendum to have the new law
repealed. However, Lobel stated that
“the people of Maine know what is
ri gm.’7

According to Sue Hyde, a New
England based organizer for NGLTF,
“Maine voters will become impatient
with opponents of the measure. Con-
cerned Maine Families has already had
a state-wide referendum on this issue
and they lost,” she pointed out. In
approving the measure, Hyde said “the
legislature and Governor have basically
done what the people have asked.”

Concerned Maine Families
bows out of referendum

by Frank Fisher

AUGUSTA, Maine (AP) Con-
cerned Maine Families, which spear-
headed an unsuccessful 1995 referen-
dum seeking to prevent cities from
extending rights to homosexuals, will
not get involved in the latest repeal
effort against gay rights. “Regrettably,
we have yet to see convincing evidence
that the necessary funding will be
available to make this campaign
competitive,” Lawrence Lockman,
CMF vice chairman, said today.

Despite hundreds of calls of
support during the past week, Lockman
said his group has been unable to raise
$500,000, the minimum he said was
necessary “to level the playing field that
is presently tilted heavily in favor of the
national Gay Left organizations.”

The Christian Civic League of
Maine and the Christian Coalition
announced last week they intended to
launch a “people’s veto” campaign to
block an anti-discrimination bill signed
by Gov. Angus King on Friday.

The bill being challenged would
prohibit discrimination against gays in

housing, credit, public accommodations
and employment.

CMF leader Carolyn Cosby had
threatened to launch her own drive last
week unless King vetoed the bill or the
Legislature amended it. Cosby said she
needed to hear from supporters by
today, when she would decide whether
to go ahead.

Cosby was not present at a news
conference to announce CMF’s plans
today. Lockman said she was taking a
“well-deserved vacation.”

Lockman predicted a referendum
to repeal the bill would.“trigger mobili-
zation of the national network of big-
money gay-activist political contribu-
tors.” “Maine is not a wealthy state,”
he said.

Lockman said CMF’s 4,000 or so
members were free to get involved in
the other groups’ referendum drive.
Opponents of the bill must gather
51,131 voters’ signatures by 90 days
after the legislative session ends. If the
signatures are certified, a referendum on
the bill must be scheduled.

An awsome day of History in the Making

by Paula Stockholm
Paula@maine.com

The setting - for I feel it is important
that all of you who walked this path with
us feel you were there today - was the Hall
of Flags where a broad “photo opportunity
staircase” descends magnificently to the
marble floor beneath the capitol dome.

Crowded onto the staircase are all
the members of the 118th Maine Legisla-
ture - the men and women who passed An
Act To End Discrimination by stunning
margins last week; 28-5 in the Senate and
84-61 in the House. Above them, capitol
staff members hung over the third floor
railings to witness history.

Governor King sat at a small desk in
front of the steps, backed by almost all the
sponsors of our Bill in its 20-year journey.
There was Gerald Talbot who spoke for us
first in 1977. Next to him, Jerry Connelly,
Sr. and then, Jerry Connelly, Jr., Harlan
Baker and Mary Najarian... Tom Andrews
was the only sponsor unable to attend.
Dale McCormick, now State treasurer was
there. And Joel Abromson, this year’s

The civil rights sweep of New
England is now complete. All six New
England states (Connecticut, Maine,
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode
Island, and Vermont) will soon ban
discrimination on the basis of sexual
orientation. Add Hawaii, Wisconsin,
Minnesota, California, New Jersey, and the
District of Columbia to the mix, and nearly
one out of four people in the country live
where discrimination based on sexual
orientation is outlawed.

While extremists threaten to chal-
lenge Maine’s civil rights law, remember it
was only two years ago that Mainers out-
organized the Right and defeated a vicious
initiative that would have written gay men,
lesbians, and bisexuals out of that state’s
constitution. New Hampshire not only
passed its civil rights bill this year, but
trounced a hostile anti-marriage bill that
would have banned recognition of mar-

Sponsor.

On the sidelines stood Lois Reckitt
who, with a group of NOW members,
wrote the first bill in a farmhouse kitchen
twenty years ago. Nearby was a woman
who introduced herself later as one of five
who lobbied for the bill in 1977, only to
see it vanish in telling 88-54 and 21-10
votes. :
Paula Aboud, former Maine Lesbian
Gay Political Alliance president, flew in
from Arizona. “I wouldn’t miss this.” was
her understated explanation.

The rotunda was packed; the air was
cracking; the mood jubilant. There was
this unexpected sense that for the first time
in our lives we stood on solid ground.
There were hundreds of us. Old friends,
tired warriors, and the partners who had
waited-up for them through the years. And
lots of plain old folks here to share the
moment.

Cabinet heads, both bodies of the
legislature, and the Governor himself were
here as our allies today. We cheered them
all — and oh, how we cheered. There were

tears, too.

The Governor spoke at length,
praising all. He spoke with pride of the
House debate last Thursday. How it was
one of the finer moments of political
history; of civility and the power of oratory
delivered from the heart.

Accenting the significance of the
moment, Governor King recalled his own
participation in the 1964 March On
Washington during another civil rights
struggle. He addressed us, our opponents,
and most-importantly, those Mainers who
were just “uncomfortable” with gays and
lesbians. Always a straight-shooter he
declared emphatically that this wasn’t
“special rights”; that there are no “quotas”
in the bill or references to children.

With a loud voice driven by his
sincere beliefs, he declared “We *have*
enemies in Maine. They are poverty . . .
disease . . .and ignorance. They are not
gay people!”

It was a wonderful speech, delivered
uncharacteristically from notes. It captured

Living Free in New England

riages performed in other states as well.
Rhode Island activists defeated a same-
gender marriage ban. Hate crimes bills
were introduced in Massachusetts and
Rhode Island. In Massachusetts and
Rhode Island, strong efforts are underway
to repeal the states’ sodomy laws. Massa-
chusetts is in a strong position to enact
statewide domestic partner legislation, and
Vermont can already boast of this accom-
plishment. Vermont has enacted more
pro-gay legislation than any other state in
the nation, leading Vermonters to say that
theirs is the safest state in the country.

Sure, Northhampton, Massachusetts
remains the undisputed lesbian capital of
the United States and Provincetown is our
community’s summer resort. And yes, the
region is peppered with colleges and
universities that are vibrant centers of
youth organizing. But by no means was
the work of New Englanders easy or

complete. Connecticut and Rhode Island
have hate crimes laws that do not include
sexual orientation. Massachusetts and
Rhode Island still ban opposite and same-
sex sodomy. Maine and New Hampshire
ban same-gender marriage and these bans
are still pending in legislatures in Con-
necticut and Vermont. New Hampshire
bans adoption and foster care by gay men
and lesbians. Legislatively, the region has
miles to go on issues related to our
families and our relationships.

My colleague Sue Hyde is the
NGLTF Field Organizer for New England.
She says that New England, the cradle of
the American Revolution, is also the cradle
of the gay, lesbian, bisexual and
transgender revolution. I think that New
Hampshire’s motto “Live Free or Die” has
helped frame the picture.

But the truth is, our New England
sisters and brothers have a long history of

the significance and power of the moment.
The moment of the signing was lost
in the last round of exuberant applause.
We just cheered all the more.
Handshakes and hugs lingered
among us for at least a half hour after-
wards. We congratulated each other;

- sought out our legislators and hugged
" them, too. And we smiled as we never had

before.

As our number trickled away, I
joined Brewer Representative Sandy
Fischer on the State House balcony. He
told me about the House debate last
Thursday. When it was over he had been
anxious to leave and get home. But in the
parking lot, with the moon lighting the
capitol dome, he was captured by the
events of the evening. “I just stood there
for about ten minutes, he told me. “Think-
ing about how civil, how sincere and
honorable the debate had been. And
feeling very proud to have witnessed and
participated in one of government’s finer
moments.”

organizing and all of us should pay
attention. Look no further than the feat of
activists in New Hampshire getting the
Catholic Diocese of Manchester to support
civil rights for gays. And they’ve taught
us, we must be prepared to organize on a
number of fronts at once. As we beat back
the same-gender marriage bans or ballot
measures (even if we’ve lost a fight
already), we must keep our eyes on the
prize. We can move forward comprehen-
sive civil rights bills, repeal sodomy bans,
pass hate crimes laws and build our
communities at the same time.

Each step provides important
momentum in moving our communities
forward to a place where there is freedom,
dignity, and social justice for all. Gains in
civil equality are an integral piece of a
larger picture of full cultural acceptance
and appreciation of diversity for all people.



Date Set for ‘“Love Makes a Family”

“Love Makes a Family: Living In
Lesbian and Gay Families,” the national
photo exhibit of Lesbian and Gay
families, will be available for viewing in
Portland during Pride Week '97. The
exhibit will be on display Saturday,
June 21, 1 - 4 p.m. at the Festival in
Deering Oaks Park. On Sunday, June
22, the exhibit will be shown at the
YWCA, 87 Spring Street. The YWCA
exhibition will be from held from 3 - 6
p. m. The exhibit consists of 20 framed
photos along with 40 framed texts that
complement the photos. The exhibit is
designed in part to celebrate the diver-
sity of families in America and bring
more visibility to Gay and Lesbian
families. “Love Makes a Family” is
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PROGRESSIVE CARDS, GIFTS + WRAP
611 CONGRESS ST., PORTLAND ’ 773-5547

brought to Maine by SoMePride.

The YWCA exhibit will be
accompanied by a Family Forum and
an Ice Cream Social. The forum
consists of a panel of families gathered
to discuss the meaning of family. The
forum will be facilitated, and there will
be opportunities for audience participa-
tion. There is no charge for admission,
but donations are appreciated. Ice
cream will be provided but please bring
your own ice cream sundae toppings.
Exhibit organizers are still looking for
families to be a part of the Pride Week
Family Forum. For more information
contact Barry Horn by calling (207)
286-3718 or e-mail Barry at
mkoerber@biddeford.com.

MAINE'S BEST

SOURCE FOR
GAY + LESBIAN
MAGAZINES

+ 49

Summer/Fall Programs

Drop-in Discussion Groups

The AIDS Project Portland

PREVENTION/EDUCATION FOR GAY, BISEXUAL, AND MARRIED AND
QUESTIONING, AND OTHER MEN WHO HAVE SEX WITH MEN

For all men regardless of HIV status. Eight--week, time limited groups in Portland, Ogunquit,

and Kennebunk. Meet other men in a comfortable supportive atmosphere to discuss topics like
sexuality, dating, safer sex, coming-out etc. Eight-week group begins Saturday, June 28th 4-6pm
at the Willow Tree Restaurant, Rte 1, Wells. and meets every Saturday until August 26th. Portland
groups begin in September, For more info call Gerry at (207) 774-6877

Community Networking Dinners (York County)

Quarterly gatherings designed to provide networking and meeting opportunities for all
married and gay, gay, bisexual, transgender, and all other men who have sex with men regardless of
HIV status Events are free and open to all men with an interest in promoting healthy and safe
sexuality. Next program is a cookout/dinner, 4pm, Saturday, July 12 at the Willow Tree Restaurant,
Rte 1, Wells

Safer Sex Workshops for HIV-Negative Men

For gay, bisexual, and other men who have sex with men, designed to support HIV negative
men in staying negative.. Meetings will be held in Portland amd Southern York County. Pre-
registration is required. First series meets at TAP, 142 Hgih Street Portland (6th Floor) three
consecutive Tuesdays, July 1, 8, and 15. This workshop series will be offered once-a-month through
the end of the year. Pre-registration is required. Call Gerry at (207) 774-6877
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WE WORKED HARD ... WE WORKED TOGETHER ...

WE WON!

Above&BeyonQ... PRESENTS

Very Special Events

“QALA'S MDY

The one
are no skeletons in this versatile comic's closet. Wity
and wise - savvy and sweet - get ready for an evening
of irreverent, but relevant, humor. With jokes as
fresh as today's news, join Kate in a celebration of
life, liberty and the pursuit of laughter.

From appearances on The Tonight Show,
his own HBO,special (yes, even five times
I ad Stern Show), you won't
want to miss 2 rare New England appear-

Proceeds to benefit

THE MAINE LESBIAN/GAY
PouiTicaL ALLIANCE

Friday, June 13, 1997 * 8 pm ¢ $20
Presented in conjunction with Symposium XXIII

The Hub
Southern Maine Technical College

Fort Road ¢ South Portland

Join the community to dance after the show!

SIGN-UP FOR A SUPER SUPPORTER CABARET TABLE!

You, Your Business and/or Your Friends can Support the Important Work Being Done by ML/GPA

@Znum‘ty Pride Reporter

Barbara’s

Weekly

Kitchen @

Cafe’

All Programs are free
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KATE CLINTON*
COMEDIENNE EXTRAORDINAIRE

June 13-15, 1097
Southern Maine Technical College
on the Ocean at Spring Point

VRVASHIVAID
ACTIVIST, AUTHOR
KEYNOTE SPEAKER

BOB SMITH
FUNNY GAY MALE

Many diverse workshops (both to enlighten and enliven), discussion panels,
women’s health clinic, beach volleyball, kayaking, raffles, and much, much more!

Black Tie Caterers of South Fortland will be providing Marvelous Meals!

Don’t miss Lisa Vaccaro, Maine’s hottest DJ ! Two nights of dancing!

" OMRS Box 1843 Union, ME 04862
PRESQUE ISLE, ME 04769
207-769-3231

(J 1: COMPLETE 3-DAY PACKAGE: HOUSING, 5 MEALS AND ALL EVENTS $180

(F 2: THREE-DAY PACKAGE: MEALS AND EVENTS BUT NO HOUSING $155
3: THREE-DAY PACKAGE: EVENTS, NO MEALS OR HOUSING $125

4: SNA\TURDAY ONLY: €EVENTS, MEALS

Call 207-785-3664 to register by MasterCard/VISA or send your check to:
SYMPOSINV M XXITH
P.O. Box 709

$75

We are here at last!! The annual gathering of the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender
community - Symposium XXIII - and this year we have so much to célebrate!!! The civil
rights bill passed and has been signed by Governor King!! We hope everyone will be
able to join us for this exciting Gayla weekend of laughter, play and enlightenment.

Registration starts at noon on Friday, June 13th; with dinner served that evening from
6:00-7:00 p.m. The Comedy cvening begins at 8:00 p.m. with spccial guest Bob Smith,
followed by the incomparable KATE CLINTON. The evening moves to the dance floor
with DJ Lisa Vaccaro - its finally time for a big community celebration - OUR RIGHTS
OF PASSAGE!!

Saturday morning at 9:00 a.m. features our keynote speaker URVASHI VAID, long-time
community activist, author, forner Executive Director of the National Gay and Lesbian
Task Force and current Director of teh Policy Institute of the NGLTF in Washington,
D.C., who will be sharing her enormous experience and vision with us. Urvashi will be
available to sign her book (Virtual Reality: The Mainstreaming of Gay and Lesbian
Liberation) afterward.

BOB SMITH is the featured entertainer for Saturday night. e has appeared on the
Tonight Show and his own HBO special - you won't want to miss this rare New England
appearance. Once again, after his performance the dance floor rolls out to cap off the
evening!

Sunday momning features brunch at 9:00 a.m. with workshops, community meetings and
the closing circle for Symposium XXHI at 12:30 p.m. This will be a wonderful time to
spend with friends - both new and old - and a great opportunity to participate discussions
concerning community issues. '

As you can see by the Symposium XXI1I registration form, some really exiciting and
diverse workshops will be taking place over the weekend and we hope you will avail
yourselves of this opportunity to participate. This year's registration can be handled, for
your convenience, by credit card. There are also a limited number of scholarships
available. Volunteers are needed as always!! Give us a call if you can if you can help.
THIS WEEKEND IS FOR YOU!!! To register call 785-3664. See you there!!

s fain Sehiadtule (hubs Sy
Eriday, June 13, 1997

Noon-3:00 Registration, room assignments, etc.

3:30 - 5:00 Workshops - also volleyball, kayaking, registration continues
6:00 - 7:00 Dinner

7:00 - 7:45 12-step meeting

7:45 - 8:00 Welcome and announcements before Kate Clinton
8:00-10:00 Kate Clinton

10:30—- Dance with DJ Lisa

Saturday, June 14, 1997

6:00 - 8:00 Kayaking, beach walking times...

7:45 - 8:45 Breakfast

9:00 -10:30 Keynote - Urvashi Vaid ( will be available for book signing afterwards)
10:30-noon Workshops

12:15 -1:15 Lunch

1:30 - 3:00 Workshops (also kayaking, volleyball, open time, etc.)
3:30 - 5:00 Workshops (also kayaking, volleyball, open time, etc.)
5:30 - 6:30 Dinner (being served in The IHub)

6:30 - 7:15 12-step meeting

8:30 - 10:00 Comedy with Bob Smith

10:30----  Dance with DJ Lisa

Sunday, June 15, 1997

7:00 - 9:00 Open time (kayaking, beach walks, etc.)

9:00 -10:00 Brunch

10:00-11:30 Workshops (to be repeated if needed based on interest) otherwise
free time to play, converse, relax

10:00-11:30 Annual Town Meeting

Noon-1:30 Closing Circle

1:30-On  You are welcome to remain and enjoy the surroundings




History was made in Maine
on Thursday, May 8, 1997. The
118th Maine Legislature passed
L.D. 1116, “An Act to Prevent
Discrimination.” The bill will make
it illegal to discriminate against an
individual based solely on sexual
orientation.

The Senate passed the bill
with a resounding 28-5 on May 7
sending a clear message that
Maine stands for fairness and
justice. Although the House tally
was touch and go for a couple of
months, the House final count was
84-61 to prevent legal discrimina-
tion against gays, lesbians, and
bisexuals once and for all. To
finish the deed, Gov. King signed
the bill on May 16.

This is a victory for all Maine
citizens. Gays, lesbians, and bi-
sexuals will now be afforded the
same legal protections against
discrimination that heterosexuals
have enjoyed.

Thanks go out to the many
fair-minded legislators who stood
up and voted for what was right,
fair, and just.

This has been a long battle
(20 years), and we now join ten
other states (New Hampshire just
passed their bill on Tuesday, May
6!!), who extend civil rights pro-
tections to ALL their citizens-
gays, lesbians, and bisexuals
included.

We owe sincere thanks to
Karen Geraghty, Laura Fortman,
Ned McCann, Sally Sutton, Betsy
Sweet and many other loyal sup-
porters, who worked day and night
for the passage of this bill.

A Word from the President...

After twenty years of working
on pro-gay legislation, the GLBT
communities have reason to cel-
ebrate. Passage of LD 1116, “An
Act To Prevent Dlscnmmauon, is
a dream finally realized. Once
Governor King signs the bill into
law, we will become the 11th state
in the country to provide civil
rights protection for our gay,
lesbian, and bisexual citizens. We
will become the sixth of six New
England states (New Hampshire
just passed their anti-discrimina-
tion bill on May 6!) to offer these
protections.

Preceding us were Wisconsin
(1982), Massachusetts (1989),

Connecticut and Hawaii (1991),
California, New Jersey, and Ver-
mont (1992), Minnesota (1993),
Rhode Island (1995), and New
Hampshire (May 6, 1997 - pending
Governor’s signature).

The GLBT-rights movement
in Maine is finally enjoying some
long deserved momentum. The
battle for this bill began in 1977
and was re-introduced to the state
legislature each session for twenty
years, excluding 1995.

The tide starting turning in
1992 when the citizens of Portland
defeated a (Carolyn Cosby) refer-
endum to repeal a city council
decision adopting a human rights
ordinance. In 1993 both the House
and Senate passed the statewide
anti-discrimination bill for the first
time ever. Unfortunately, it was
vetoed by then-governor
McKernan. In 1995 Maine citizens
defeated a statewide (Carolyn
Cosby) anti-gay referendum,
leaving the state exhausted, yet
empowered. Finally this year the
anti-discrimination bill passed the
House and Senate, AND WAS
SIGNED BY THE GOVERNOR.

There are many people to
thank for this victory, including
yourself. As a member or sup-
porter of MLGPA, you have
contributed either financially or
with your time and effort, and this
victory could not have happened
without you. I hope you will take
the time,to reflect on the progress
that has been made, the goals
which have been achieved, and the
ability of our community when we
all work together.

As for MLGPA, there is no
time to rest on our laurels. We

~ may be faced with a referendum to

repeal the law, and we will posi-
tion ourselves to succeed in de-
feating that referendum. We would
appreciate all the support you can
give us in fighting the next battle.
(Perhaps our next battle will be
our last - with Cosby).

In solidarity,

Betsy Smith

MLGPA Calendar of Events:
Saturday, June 7-Victory

Party for LD 1116, 7pm-mid-night,

Augusta Civic Center.

Saturday, June 7-Boston
Pride, for information call 617- e
739-4567. An MLGPA contingent

Northern Lights MCC of Augusta, ME
4:00 pm Sunday. Communion each week
2.3 miles from Cony circle on Rt. 201
FMI: Bill at 207.453.9750

METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY CHURCH

Inclusive, non-homophobic, liberation-based
The Gospel of Jesus, The Christ, for all people

Interpreted for the hearing impaired.
Every person is welcomed! Please join us!

Circle of Hope MCC of Portland, ME
4:00 pm Saturday,
Immanuel Baptist, 156 High Street
FMI: 207.775-6684 ext #32

Community Pride Reporter June 1997 Page 5

WE DID IT! AT LAST WE REALLY DID IT!

is going down, if you’re interested
please call the MLGPA office at 1-
800-556-5472 (761-3732).

Friday, June 13, 8:00pm-Kate
Clinton, comedienne
extraordinaire, Southern Maine
Technical College, S. Portland.
For tickets call 773-6974.

June 13-15-Symposium
XXIII, Southern Maine Technical
Ccollege, featuring Urvashi Vaid as
keynote speaker and Kate Clinton,
comedienne extraordinaire. For
information call 785-3664.

June 19-MLGPA Monthly
Board meeting, 6-9pm, MEA,
Augusta (open to all).

June 19-22-Southern Maine
Pride:

June 19-Opening Photo
Exhibit “Love Makes A Family”
and Pridelights Concert.

June 20-Annual Pier Dance.

June 21-Rally with Candace

Gingrich, Parade at noon from
City Hall, Pride’s Festive Stage
June 22-Premiere of “expo-
sure” and Sunset Cruise. For
information call 879-7323.

July 12-Bangor Pride. Parade
starts at 11am, Festival from 12-
3pm. For information call 942-
7681.

July 17-MLGPA Monthly
Board meeting, 6-9pm, MEA,
Augusta (open to all).

July 19-Cape Cod (Mass.)
Gay Pride. For information call
508-564-4535 or 508-790-8782.

August 16-18-Gay Times Bar
Harbor, a GLBT weekend retreat
of workshops, speakers, and
entertainment, College of the
Atlantic, Bar Harbor. For informa-
tion call 244-4062.

August 21-MLGPA Monthly
Board meeting, 6-9pm,

MEA, Augusta (open to all).

William H. ;Sandstead
Attomey at_;/law

% General Practice of Law inchldmg.'\
5 o Bankruptcy
Wills & Estate Planning
Probate Law

Trademarks & Copyrights ‘\-//_:i
Real Estate
Domestic Partnership Agreements

n!
et |
\53

h [ ;
: \

i L Call: (207) 761-6680 !
\_/:7 Email: WSandstead@aol.com 1

P.O. Box 11150, Portland, ME 04104 &

-

Photo by Phyllis Christophe

for a free cotalog

of lesbian & gay travel guides. call 1-800-462.6654
Damron. The First llame and the Last Word in Gay Travel. /
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Arts and Entertainment

A Conversation With Kate Clinton

Recently you were on the Oprah
Winfrey show, how was that for you?

“ It was very last minute, and it was
a take off of a show called “Comics on
Delivery” or “COD,” and Oprah wanted to
do happier, cheerier shows and she wanted
to do a show where comedians would help
‘people with their problems and I had to
help a woman who had a fear of public
transportation, now keep in mind she was
from a small town in Minnesota, with
about 1100 people, so she should be afraid
of public transportation, then they brought
her to New York and I helped her on the
subway.

How long has it been since you’ve been
on the subway?

Well, I’ ve been living in New York,
so um, it doesn’t mean I was any good at
it, but I was a little more used to it than
she was, so we had fun. We started taping
on a Wednesday and I flew to Chicago on
Thursday and taped the show with Oprah
and then it aired the next week and she
was just wonderful and I got to thank her
for showing America its fun to READ.
(she chuckles)

Did you help her, is she over her fears?

I don’t know. You know it was kind

“Pro°Libris BOOKSHOP

Over
20,000
current and
out-of-print
books in
stock

10 Third Street, Bangor  942-3019
A reader's paradise since 1980

Eric Furry, Proprictor

Custom Coach & Limousine

“You'll get
accustomed
%S cdans - 10 Custam®
+ Stretch Limousines e
+ Motorcoach Tours & Charters
For Corporate ar Airport Transportation And
for very Special Occasions

Visitmn'mwl{)ggmdede&cility uI\A;R:n#SOZ on the

207 -797-9100
1-800-585-3589

of funny because you are so concerned
with filming that I would turn to her and
see this stricken look on her face and I say,
“oh my god, that’s right, you’re afraid of
public transportation.” Though by the end
of the day she was helping to block shots.
(she laughs) but she was lovely.

You are living in Provencetown now?

Well I'm sort of in two places. I
have a place in New York where I moved
about a year ago, but I kept my house in
Provencetown and I had been living there
for many years so I'm sort of back and
forth.

Do you drive there and back? How long
does it take?

Well, it’s about a five and a half hour
drive in slow traffic, but there is a small
nine seater plane that flies out to New
York.

You’ll be coming to Maine Pretty soon
for the MLGPA Benefit:

Yes, I am so pleased you were able to
pass the antidiscrimination law there.
Twenty years it took.

Where were you 20 years ago?

20 years ago, let’s see, 20 years ago,
I was teaching high school. I taught
twelfth graders. I probably, oh my
goodness the day after Memorial Day
weekend and I had juniors and seniors so
all the seniors were accepted to college
were obnoxious and the others weren’t
going to school and were making more
than I was at the time and it was a difficult
time to keep them interested and out of
trouble. It was Prom time and it was year
book time, final papers and grades to get
ready to close up the place, ( she shudders)
that’s where I was 20 years ago.

How have you seen the political climate
evolve over the years, having traveled so
much, you must have a sense of the
climate out.

1 began working out and about as a
lesbian comedian in 1981 and I have seen
a lot of changes. Ireally got my comedy
training in the lesbian culture and lesbian
clubs and even in lesbian music festivals
and lesbian comedian festivals. In the
mid eighties because we were all begin-
ning to realize the seriousness of AIDS, I
started to do more gay and Lesbian work, a
lot more benefits for a lot of Gay and
Lesbian organizations and you know it's
just through 25 years of works it’s just
been a series of increased visibility and
I’ve been doing a lot of work and other
people have been doing a lot of work and
more people have come on to do the work

F

We Can Book:

IGTAA

InternationalGay Travel Association
Maine's First Member Travel Agency

|

Gay/Lesbian Travel
"CALL Us For ALL YOUR TRAVEL NEEDS!"

RSVP Cruises - Atlantis Events - Windjammer Cruises - Olivia Cruiscvs
. Dude Ranches - Rafting Trips - Airline Tickets - Hotel Reservations -
Car Rentals  Cruises - Much More

ADVENTURE TRAVEL, INC.

Two Elsie Way * P.O. Box 6610
Scarborough, ME 04070-6610
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(207) 885-5060

and increase visibility and there are people
in all kinds of jobs who are coming out

and you know the media is a two edged
sword cause you have Ellen coming out

and you have a national conversation about
a persons coming out process, should she,
could she, would she, will she.

You are considered one to the trail
blazers for many young performers, who -
were your role models?

When I was first coming out there
weren’t many performers, but there were a
lot of wonderful musicians, there was
Chris Williamson and Meg Christian and
a lot of early women’s music singers.

They gave us a lot to build a culture in
which I came out into.

The people that were my role models
were people like Mary Daly who was a
Radical Lesbian Philosopher who really
blew my doors off and Adrienne Rich who
was a feminist writer and a wonderful
poet. They didn’t get a lot of laughs, but
they were my comics. I don’t know, they
helped me to become comfortable with
humor because a lot of women don’t trust
humor because it’s always used against
them. So, they really helped me to gain a
philosophical base which enabled me to
feel comfortable and confident in what I
was doing and then I was able to tell jokes.
(she laughs) what would the world be
without laughter?

That is certainly what Ellen’s show
is. Sheis very very funny and she was
able to deal with a lot of topics. People
just didn’t want to hear about in a very
funny and humorous way, and it’s what I
claim, the best about humor that it has the
capacity to be a window of vulnerability or
openness where people do laugh and are
able to hear things that they wouldn’t
ordinarily be able to hear.

So, what do you see for yourself in the
next 20 years?

AUGH, she laughs. I'll be getting
modern maturity, she jokes. I hope'to have
all my teeth.

By the way, you have great teeth.

I know, I had a nun in the 7th grade

that didn’t believe I never wore braces. I

told her that no, these are my teeth and she
said “you’re lying” I said no. ut right now
I am finishing a book for Balentine Books
which will be out in early 98 called
Communicate, it’s a book of humor, the
chapters are Adjudicate, where I discuss
our legal system and it goes all throughout
the alphabet including Fornicate which is
sadly before lubricate. And so that’s what
I’'m doing, I just want to continue to
perform and to write. I've also been
writing a column for a progressive
magazine in Wisconsin and I want to
continue to write columns and perform.
Would you run for office?

Oh, no, no, no we’ve had enough
Clinton’s in office, though I would be the
Clinton that doesn’t disappoint.

Have you worked with Bob Smith
before?

I have, Bob and I are both from
Buffalo, N.Y. we like to think of ourselves
as the Buffalo Gals. I do love Bob, he'’s
actually worked in Provencetown and a
number of summers we were able to share
bills on different benefits and I really think
he is a wonderful writer and performer.
Weren’t you on the writing staff of the
Rosie O’Donnell show?

Yes I was. I worked there for about
sex months and I had the book deal with
Balentine and they kept wanting that book.
Can you imagine that!? So I left the show,
but it was a wonderful experience. Rosie
is a trip, she’s one of the funniest people.
You must get 2 mix of both good and bad
mail and reviews.

I don’t read the bad or the good, I've
never read reviews, good or bad. I just
think I don’t want anything that would
keep me from speaking up. Ido have
friends that read them and tell me I should
red this, it’s really great. If it helps me
learn something, ok, but if it just squashes
me, I don’t need that. Anything that
would keep me down or somehow meant to
really hurt me, you know, I can always find
that on my own, I don’t need help.

It’s like what Maya Angelou said,
“People who kiss, kiss. Peck, kiss. We don’t
need them in our lives.



Amy, Anne, K.D. and Michelle

by Aimsel L. Ponti

I have so much to tell you ‘all that I
don’t quite know where to begin...

OK. here’s a start Did you see
‘Chasing Amy?” As I am without any cool
press materials I have to sort of wing this
review, so here it goes. O.K., so the main
character, not named Amy by the way, had
one heck of an irritating voice de la
Jennifer Tilly, but other than that this flic
kicked butt From the disturbed maker of
both “Clerks” and “Mallrats,” “Chasing
Amy” is a superb end to the bizarre trilogy
of films. Some people may have issues with
the fact that our lesbian heroine falls in
love with a guy, but so what, stuff just
happens sometimes. And hey, they don’t
exactly ride off into the sunset with each
other. So here’s the scoop: There’s two
best friends who write a comic book One of
these guys falls madly in love with another
comic book writer, a. k.a. our lesbian
heroine. The finer points of this film are
the graphic descriptions of the sexual
escapades and accidents that are discussed
at a bar one night This conversation is
between the lesbian and her suitor’s best
friend. They show off each others sex
injury scars and openly go down every
perverted road imaginable over a couple of
beers. And this worked so well because
they were so comfortable and open talking
about it. It was inspiring and hysterical, I'll
spare you the rest, but will mention that
there is one heck of” a: kiss between two
women that is not too tough to look at
“Chasing Amy, may not ever get the
“lesbian movie” stamp of approval but
when it comes out on video, rent it anyway.
Yes, I'm pathetic for not telling you the
name of the director or any of the stars, but
I can tell you this-See it

Speaking of video Here's an interest-
ing anecdote. As we all know by now,
Ellen’s girlfriend, actress Anne Heche, will
probably never live down her “I wasn’t gay
‘till I met Ellen comment” Kind of a dumb
thing to say, but I still like her. Besides
“Volcano.” Heche was in the kind of cool,
hey it played on Exchange St. movie,
“Walking and Talking,” and was also in
“The juror.” But, my friends, none of these
are the films I am thinking of. Stop
whatever you’re doing and seek out the
video of “Wild Side.” Unfortunately, a
friend of mine said she rented it and “the
scene” of scenes seems to have been edited
out. . . ask me what that’s all about
Anyway, this flic also stars Christopher

Walken and the stunning actress Joan
Chen. I'm fairly certain it was a straight-
to-video release, or at least it certainly
never hit Portland’s screens. And no one
will get an Oscar nod either, but it’s a
reasonably good film. The condensed plot
is as follows: Alex (Heche) is a banker by
day and call girl by night. Enter Bruno
(Walken), a money laundering gangster
type who is married to Virginia (Chen).
Add a goofball cop to the picture and the
end result is, Bruno gets busted and the
two chicks live happily ever after-with
each other Furthermore, there is quite the
steamy scene between Heche and Chen. Its
not quite as hot as Desert Hearts, but
much better than Claire of the Moon (not
hard to do...). My point is, there is no way
a normal human being could be in bed,
even if only for a movie, with Joan Chen
and not at least think about their own
sexuality. No way. So, I don’t buy her “I
wasn’t gay” fluff for a minute. I suspect
she’s probably just experiencing “post-
coming out and dating a babe like Ellen”
syndrome and after a while, when the
media stops caring, she’ll deal with the
fact that she’s been a lesbian a lot longer
than tour months. Either way, she’s got a
great neck.

And now I'm changing the subject
entirely, although I'm still on the subject
of cool women. Perhaps you haven’t heard
of Michelle Malone. Well, I'm here to tell
you, I have, and she’s very a very cool
musician, And, she, along with my
longtime favs, disappear fear, will be
playing at The Pride Festival in a couple
of weeks. Malone is a definite member of
the “cool chicks from Atlanta “club. In
tact, here’s a tiny bit o’ trivia. She co-
wrote the classic Indigo Girls tune “Tried
to be True’ with her friend Amy Ray. And
she’s written stuff with another Atlanta
gal, Kristen Hall. Her album “New
Experience” is on Daemon Records, which
is the independent label owned by, yep,
Amy Ray It’s a small world after all.
Bottom line” Her music is raw and soulful
and we should be psyched to have her in
Maine.

Lastly, our good friend K.D. Land
has a new album out this month called
“Drag.” (Sire Records). With songs about
smoking as a predominant theme this
album promises to be, if nothing else,
interesting. And get this, she even covers
Steve Miller’s “The Joker.” More on K.D.
after my little ears here the disc.

J

Tel: 721-1011, 725-5000 & 1-800-463-0611

Over 25 yrs. Exp. & More than 25 Markets
Serving the Entire State of Malne with 3 Locations!
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Health - Life - Group Plans
Home . Auto . Boat . Recreational . Motorcycle
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Cool Chicks at Raoul’s...

by Aimsel L. Ponti

Cool music does happen in Portland.
This fact was once again proven on May
24th at what is a favorite club of mine, good
old Raoul’s. Opening the show was South-
ern Maine’s pride and joy, Lynn Deeves.
One of my favorite things about seeing Lynn
play is her sense of humor and complete
comfort level with the audience. As always
she asked a trivia question and gave away a
silly prize. ( OK so I won, it wasn’t my
fault). Her playing was solid and her bass
player Vic was truly great. The most
memorable song was the one she did with a
southern drawl, “Some of my best friends
are straight.” Lynn will be one of the
featured performers at the Pride celebration
in a few weeks. Cool.

Next up was an added bonus to the
evening who was not originally on the bill.
Cindy Finkle who is a Mainer but has been
in Nashville for years was in town and
played a set much to the delight of many of
the folks who know her by her nickname,
“Red.” Yeah so Red could belt out a song
even when she wasn’t even close to the
microphone. Indeed she was a nice surprise

"

Ge‘g@

to the evening.

And then Sonia Rutstein and her
amazing guitar player, Rick Rivera took the
stage. Better known as disappear fear, they
played about 18 songs and Sonia showed us
the full spectrum of her talent as a musician
and songwriter. Performing many songs
from the most recent release, “Seed in the
Sahara” and 1994’s critically acclaimed self-
titled album, she also delved into the past.
One of the world’s most perfect songs is
“Deep Soul Diver,” the title track to an
earlier df album. This songs and also
“Sexual Telepathy” were superb examples of
why people fall madly in love with Sonia’s
music. She has a way of putting things that
is both unique and universal. Whether it’s of
political struggle or the traumas of love,
Sonia seems to always find just the right
words. The new songs she chose to share
with us on this night reinforced this belief.

disappear fear will also be at Portland
Pride. This is extremely cool. If you, like
myself, can’t wait ‘till then, zip down to
Boston on June 8th as Sonia will also be
performing there.
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Olfening the Finest in §resh
Eclectic Cuicine
Dinner Founs 7 nights

540 PM
Brunch Sat & Sun

9 AM - 1 PM

21 Pleasant Street, Portland, Maine 04101
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The 1996 Theatrical Surprise Hit!

FOoXFIRE

(207)774-5260
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Lower Lobby
151 Middle St.

Portland, Maine
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Bob Smith

On Friday night, he’ll touch your
funny bone. Today he’ll touch your
heart (and lift your spirits) when he
previews his new book of comic essays,
Openly Bob (Coming out in October!)

Ask him about the book.

Ask him if Funny Gay Males will
ever work together again (Beatles
reunion?)

Ask him about the TV show.

Ask him about LA versus New
York life.

He never steps On a laugh, and

San Francisco, this handsome,
openly gay comic from Buffalo, N.Y.
walks onstage and immediately begins
talking about coming out to his conser-
vative family one Thanksgiving:

“Mom, would you please pass the
gravy to ahomosexual?”’ He recalls
“She passed it to my father,” When his
parents bought him a chemistry set’
Smith says be used it “to make my own
skin-care products.” Even his tree house
had a breakfast nook.

Smith has the courage-unlike
many of his straight male counterparts-
to reveal himself His material can’t be
delivered by another comic, for he is
drawing from the life of Bob Smith.
Unlike other gay and lesbian comics
who have become famous by using
stereotypical cheap shots and blue jokes
to confirm andiences’ worst suspicions
about us, Smith tells the truth in a
simple and brilliant way. He is making
history, and we should all be proud.

-Robin Tyler

Bob Smith has the distinction of

being the first openly gaycomedian to
have his own HBO Comedy Special
and to appear on The Tonight Show.
Bob was also the head writer and one of
the performers on Comedy Central’s
first Out There and he wrote the
monologues for a screenplay about a
gay stand-up comic based on Paul
Monette’s book Halfway Home for
Steven Spielberg’s Company Amblin.
Bob’s recent book Growing Up Gay
was published by Walt Disney’s
Hyperion and was nominated for a
Lambda Literary Award ~ attacked by
the Tupelo, Mississippi based American
Family Association for promoting
homosexuality.

Other TV and Radio appearances
include A&E’s Evening At The
Improv, Tom Snyder and Bob has been
a guest five times on The Howard
Stern Show. (Bob was Howard'’s
official correspondent for The Gay
Games.)

In 1996, Bob was hired by
Roseanne to write for her sketch
comedy show Saturday Night Special
on Fox£ He also wrote for Dennis
Miller for the 1996 MTYV Video
Awards

Bob has completed a new book of
comic essays, Openly Bob which will
be published by Rob Weisbach Books/
William Morrow in October.

This year, Bob is also going to be
a performer and the Head Writer for a
new sketch comedy show for Showtime
that will for the first time be featuring a
Gay & Lesbian comic sensibility on a
network series.

ANNOUNCING OUR 1ST ANNUAL

GAY MENS
5-DAY RETREAT
AUGUST 24TH-29TH

Limited enroliment (20), low key activities,
intensive workshops and a beautiful ocean-front
setting combine to make this an opportunity for

connecting more deeply with ourselves and each
other. Call now for information on this and other
gatherings planned through November.

BROTHERS TOGETHER
An Educational, Spiritual and Social Organization
For Men Who Love Men.

(617) 247-3964, E-mail/ brothers @stasio.com

AIDS The Forgotten Face

As AIDS descends upon El
Salvador, the government shields its
eyes. The Salvadoran health system,
which has little control over cholera,
dengue and intestinal parasites cannot
face the horrors of AIDS. This story is
from a journal entry.

Feb.15. 1997 San Salvador. El
Salvador

Hola, bella. My real name is

Wilfredo Valencia but I go by Willy. My
parents escaped the crazy war and we
made it to San Francisco, California
on some kind of political refugee visa
in 1980 when I was 12 years old. So
why am I working sweating away in
this marketplace, offering the best
price for wormy man goes? Sweetheart,
nothing is easy when your people are
dying. I had to come back while I still
had my voice. Now I too am dying Of
AIDS. There is always something to kill
us here, if it's not grenades it's poverty
or AID£ Of course the U.S. Govern-
ment doesn't want me, a gay man with
THE sickness. I had to give up my U.S.
refugee status after I lived here for
three years but back then I didn’t know
I was sick. Hey honey, who needs T-
cells when you can eat papayas all day
long? Don'’t get me wrong now, just
look what we have here. Fundasida
(AIDS Center) is real, we have commu-
nity prevention programs, school talks,
counseling, support and basic clinical
services and a confidential telephone
line. At night I take to the streets,
shoulder bag full of those friendly
rubbers. No, you can't tag along. You
are a chela (white girl) but come with
me to the transgendered aerobic class.
Ooh, they would love your camera
there. Girlfriend, it all takes time.
We’ve been fighting for 500 years;
longer if you think about it. Sure I
suffer here but that northern life isn’t
Jor me. Here the music, sweat, cheap
beer—even the stinking mosquitoes—
are what I know. I'll die but never will I
die old and scaly in some sterile white
room. I'll die in an avocado shell
wearing a crown of lilies. Don’t cry for
me El Salvador, the truth is I will never
leave you. Don’t you just want to kiss
Antonio Banderas?

According to the World Health

Organization only 1,789 cases of AIDS

were diagnosed by December, 1996 in
El Salvador. Of this figure, 76% of the
cases were men and 75% were within

the heterosexual population.
(Fundasida) This figure represents the
officially registered diagnoses-the tip of
the iceberg-and is a reflection of those
patients who have access to hospital
tests. According to the Central America
Report, “Families simply cannot afford
the expensive tests and medicines
required to diagnose and treat the
opportunistic infections associated with
AIDS, much less anti-retoviral drugs
such as AZI'.” (CAR, 23) In 1991, the
Ministry of Health began a public
campaign that resulted in billboards and
radio prevention messages. AIDS
education is especially difficult because
it clashes with Catholic sexual taboos,
machismo and the popular conception
that AIDS is a gay disease. Today,
FUNDASIDA is the largest AIDS
prevention and services NGO in El
Salvador. It was founded in 1992 by a
small group of HIV positive people and
other committed individuals concerned
with the spread of HIV and the lack of
services. Enrique Lara, the project
coordinator, excitedly handed me
charts, posters and facts as he explained
FUNDASIDA'’s four project areas. The
first is called ‘Community Prevention
Programs’ and is an educational
outreach to the marginal communities
including sex workers and the gay/
bisexual population. The second
program is ‘Youth and Prevention’
where educators give workshops and
counseling to schools, families and
institutions. The third program is
‘Direct Services to people with HIV/
AIDS’ which includes group therapy,
hospital accompaniment, psycho-social
counselling, home visits and confiden-
tial clinic tests. The last program is the
confidential voice-line staffed by
volunteer resource educators.
FUNDASIDA coordinates with other
regional AIDS groups but realizes that
important time is being lost each day
the government refuses to address the
potential impact of this disease.
FUNDASIDA is always in need of
medicines, syringes, money, volunteers
and hope.

It’s address is:

Urbanizacion Eli sa entre

19 Av. Norte y 31 Calle Poniente,
Pasaje A, #23

Colonia Layco, San Salvador, El
Salvador Tel/fax (503) 225-1567

ML/GPA receives $20,000 Matching Grant

MLGPA Recipient of $20,000
Matching Grant Portland — An anony-
mous Maine donor has challenged the
Maine Lesbian Gay Political Alliance with
a $20,000 matching gilt, the largest in the
organization’s history. Every dollar raised
by the organization’s fund raising efforts
will be matched by the donor. Membership
is estimated to double by 1998.

“We're at a critical point in
MLGPA’s mission™ said Betsy Smith,
President of the organization’s Board of
Directors. “Since MLGPA was founded in
1984 we’ve worked hard to pass legislation
that protects people from discrimination
based on sexual orientation. If we're
successful this year, there will be no time
to rest on our achievement. We have lots
more to do.”

Smith acknowledged opposition to
the current bill, L.D. 1116: “An Act to

Prevent Discrimination” saying, “we know
some people think there’s nothing wrong
with discrimination. Fortunately, most
Mainers don’t agree. Should the bill pass,
we’ll need to be prepared to fight any
referendum that seeks to overturn our
hard-won rights,”

“This very generous gift will help us
build programs that will serve Maine for
years to come,” said Smith. The MLGPA
Board recently created a new, nonprofit
corporation expressly for attracting tax-
deductible contributions and grants to fund
educational programs that will enrich the
community at large and promote aware-
ness of issues affecting Maine’s gay and
lesbian population.

The MLGPA is a state wide nonparti-
san organization formed to educate the
general public, politicians, and the media
concerning lesbian and gay issues.
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Lynn Deeves

Plus
Maine Gay Men’s Chorus

Chris Newcomb
Miss Maine ‘96

H SE”TI”EL ﬁT*A&D INVENTH ONC TER
5 SEc”BITy HOTEL AND CONVENTION CEN
ASE, Solstice Concert, USM Mlchelle Malone
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& artist’s profiles

Proudly serving the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgendered
Community of Maine and New Hampshir.
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Disappear Fear

Comedienne Julie Dano

Comedienne Erica McCarthy

Cathy Poole & Erica Gilbert
. . . many more inside!!!!!

Plus the phot exhibit:
“Love Makes A Family:
Living and Loving in Gay
and Lesbian Families”

... PIER DANCE WITH
THE GRAND EMPRESS OF
SAVANNAH, GEORGIA,

THE LADY CHABLIS!!
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Subscription Form

Yes, I want to subscribe to the Community Pride Reporter. Subscription rate is $25.00 for 12
issues. CPR is mailed in a plain Envelope, the return address reads: CPR PO box 178, Saco,
ME 04072.

Name:

Address:

Phone:
Please make checks payable to: Community Pride Reporter & mail to P.O. Box 178, Saco, ME 04072. *We

“Nothing is too wonderful to be true.
Michael Faraday

Freedom to Support this Festival

Those advertisers that you see in this guide have graciously
channeled their resources to the only source which has the
undivided attention of the g/l/b/t audience at our Pride events and
works exclusively for the benefit of our community: . . . . UsS.
Please, express your appreciation by your patronage of our
advertisers year round.

The CENTER for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual &
Transgender Pride of Southern Maine

acknowledge the varying degrees to which members of our community are out, and we respect their choice,
Qnm.mg areturn adress is ever a problem, please let us know. J
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Bustm Out
Wlth Pride '97

Edward Reichert—Artistic Director

Saturday, june Z 1st, 1997, 8:00 p.m.
Merrill Auditorium at City Hall, Portland, Maine
Tickets available at the Box Office
20 Myttle Street, Portland, Maine 04101

Norma Kraus LFule
MOV, LC8W

Licensed Clinical Social Worker

Individual, Group and
Relationship Therapy

AMARYLLIS

10 Minot Avenue

Auburn, Maine 04210 41 Exchange St., Portand ME 04101

Open 10-6 M-W © 10-9 Thurs-Sat * Sun 12-6
207-772-4439

(207) 784-8747

di‘verse

Temporary staffing, recruiting, outplacement

CAREER PROSPECTS, INC.

Dennis Hatch—Tom Broussard
640 Congress St. Portland, Maine 04101 (207) 772-1475/772-1042 fux

A Community Center's success lies not in a collection of
desks, phones and office equipment. It lies in the ability to provide
information, present an attractive calendar of events, build
opportunities, connect people, sustain an inviting space and provide
useful services, all at costs the average person can easily afford,
delivered fairly and equitably focused only on serving the broadest
needs and hopes of its select community.

We hope to provide an office, an office for others and to
provide the wide variety of services that keeps a Center in use. We
hope to fund it through the annual Pride celebration, membership
contributions, and year round Pride events. Over the course of
1997-1998'’s Pride year, the Center will begin to take shape with
input from community, at an expected cost of about $25, 000 per
year for a visible, street level downtown space.

A donation in any amount will help the dream become real.
All donations to the Center are tax deductible and should be made
payable to “The Center” a separate fund of SoMePride or place in
the donation containers labeled “for the Center”.

SoMePride is 501(3)c

Your contributions to Pride, our photo exhibit, or our Center
are tax deductible.. Tickets or merchandise if purchased for g/l/b/t
youth groups, PWA's or any other charitable intent are also tax
deductible. Call Michael at 207-879-7323 if you have questions.

Give Pride a hand, Volunteer

| YOURSELF

Pride needs volunteers: to pick up performers, to set up tables, to

set up stages, to distribute information flyers at events, to act as

ushers, to sell merchandise, to clean up, to direct crowds, to .. to.
. to.... call the Pride Information number and leave your name

and number (or address) Eben Chadwick our Pride Volunteer

Coordinator will get back to you.

PRIDE INFORMATION IS: 207-878-9277 24 HOURS

FOR

o

561 Congress Street, Portland, Maine
775-6601 1-800-286-6601
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EVENTS

INFOrmation LINE 878-9277

Monday, June 16 Gay Night Monday Roller Skating
Happy Wheels on Warren Avenue in Portland, 7pm to 9pm. $5

Tuesday, June 17 (& 10th), 7:30 pm
EXTENSIONS A Documentary Film

Screening & Discussion at Agape , 657 Congress St.
$5 admission is donation to Agape

Extensions is the first documentary film to examine the lives of
Maine gay men and women, locally produced with Portland
locations and faces. It is essentially the story of people finding their
way in the face of adversity.

Produced by: Bob Poirer: 207-828-4030, bpoirer@biddefford..com

Featured Sponsors

QBY
THE
s DAY
3¢ ttotiday

e
HOTEL AND CONVENTION CENTER

The Holiday Inn by the Bay
has supported the gay
community with countless
events, providing inexpensive
yet premium function space
year after year. We are
grateful for their many years
of very generous support

and encourage everyone

to recommend the Hotel.

Sentinel Security is the

most trusted Security service
in Portland (and those are
Portland Police Chief Michael
Chitwood's recommendation).
Bill York and his crew are
providing us the most skilled
and professional safety and
security that we could hope for.
The added benefit is to have a security service for a Pride event
which is “gay positive” and with which we find very easy to work
Don't forget to thank them for their service and (oh yes) please
obey all Pride staff directives.

: SENTINEL
. SECURITY

"llrlllll

official media sponsor

inlnewsweekly

In Newsweekly is the official Pride media sponsor. They've been
very generous in assisting in the advertising of our primary fund-
raiser, the annual Pride Pier Dance. In Newsweekly is the absolute
best New England wide source to reach the gay and lesbian
community of events and resources. Thank you.

The Status of Civil Rights
Same Gender Marriage in Maine

with Evan Wolfson

Co counsel for the Hawaiian Marriage Case

& Senior Staff Attorney for Lambda Legal Defense and Education Fund
Followed by Panel Discussion with Audience.
admission is free

Monday. June 16, 6:30 pm
Luther Bonney Auditorium, USM

LA AT ST A

Wednesday, June 18

Community Recognition Dinner
hosted by Comic: Julie Dano ti.

Italian Heritage Center. Westland Rd, Portland
(off Congress St. just behind Westgate Shopping Ctr.)
Cocktail hour: 6-7 pm (with entertainment)
Dinner: 7 pm till it's over (limited seating)
Reservations or Prior ticket purchase required
Call 207-879-7323 for reservations by June 15
Recognition Dinner Coordinated by Michael Rossetti

It's time to formally thank some of the best known heroes
and heroines of our community. Pride has chosen several recipients
of our first Annual Community Recognition Awards, a casual after
dinner fest with a very entertaining Mistress of Ceremonies:

The Maine Lesbian and Gay Political Alliance and Alumnae
The Maine Gay Men’s Chorus

The Biased Crimes Task Force..

The Holiday Inn by the Bay

Drop Me A Line.

Brain Kendall of the Names Project

Larry Bliss of the Spring for Life Aids Auction

Cathy Kiddman of Outright G/L/B/T & Questioning Youth

JULIE DANO, Comic & Dinner MC

Julie Dano:
Contest in 1995 Julie has been a regular at the Comedy
Connection in Portland, Boston, and Providence. She hosts her
own comedy showcase at the Portland Marriott. Julie can currently
be seen working with the improv group “The 1d”.

Since winning “Portland’s Funniest Professional”

— Top Quality Products —
Well Informed Staff

¢(ONDOM
L~ |sense! inc.

Where to Buy Pride Tickets and Stuff

207-878-9277 or 207-879-7323 or 207-878-0546
Drop Me A Line 657 Congress, Portland

Condom Sense, 424 Fore Street, Portland’s Old Port
Drop Anchor, 24 Main Street, Ogunquit

Or any Portland Gay/Lesbian Bar

Dance tickets limited availabitity through Boston Pride
ASE, Solstice Tickets also at Agape, 657 Congress

T-shirts”
with multicolor rainbow and Pride ‘97 logo (white)
specify size: M, L, XL, XXL all $12 (mailed)
Buttons, Hats, Refrigerator magnets, Lights can be
purchased at all Pride events, at any time.

Maill all checks to Merchandise, C/O Pride
POBox 11502, Portland, Maine 04104

=y



Thursday, June 19

[PRIDELIGHTS Concert, Tree Lighting

hosted by Diva: Ashley Nasson freﬁ,
it i

Congress Square, 8 pm to 9;20 pm
Broadcast LIVE on WMPG, Tree lighting at 9 pm
Produced by Dennis Ferrante and Michael Rossetti
Rain location: Immanual Baptist, 156 High Street
PRIDELIGHTS lights available at: 879-7323, $6/set (50 per set)

PRIDELiIGHT Performers, In order of appearance:
MC: Ashley Nasson, Portland’s Grandest Voice

CHRIS NEWCOMB, gentle song & humor

Chris Newcomb has performed with Portland Players, Mad Horse
Theater, Oak Street Theater, and other companies. As a teacher
of the Gifted and Talented in Falmouth Schools his gentle and
personal tunes speak to the heart in everyone.

SARAH NADEAU, Miss Maine 1996

Miss Maine’s last official appearances will be to grace our stage
with Bizet. Sarah studied at New England Conservatory of Music
and has been active during her reign in promoting AIDS education.

. PRIDE WISHES TO THANK MAINE ARTS FOR THEIR HELP
AND ASSISTANCE WITH PRIDELIGHTS

Dawn H. Baumer [}
Sales Agent """
Location, Location, Location!

= 2].
Magnusson Balfour Leasing & Sales:
Commercial & Business Brokerage-

95 India Street Commercial
Portland, Maine 04101 Office
Business (207) 774-7715 Retail

Fax (207) 879-9102 etal

Voice Mail (207) 759-0861 Warehouse

Pager (800) 639-7707 Pin #1118
Each Office Is Independently Owned A~  Operated &

Freefall

In their second Pride appearance

Freefall, an eclectic a cappella group of 5 voices,
hypnotizes Old Port Festival crowds annually with their wide
choice of material. Always upbeat, always lively. Lots of
swing, earnest gospel, and wacky sixties/seventies songs.
Too much fun. Gotta see it!

CASCO BAY TUMMLERS, Klezmer

ﬂl . :
A tummler is a creator of Joyful Chaos in yiddish tradition,
and klesmer is often called “Jewish Jazz” for its improvisational and
free flowing qualities. Klezmer music originated in Poland, Russia
and Romania. In Portland, you'll have to hold on to your seat to

keep from dancing.

EQUALITY THROUGH VISIBILITY

4 PARKSIDE W

| WOMEN’'S COUNSELING
s s W

« PROUD <«

| to be part of
Southern Maine Pride’s ‘97
| “Equality Through Visibility”

| CELEBRATIONS
P —— : 4

I Vivian Wadas, L.C.P.C. |
‘ Lesbian Feminist Practioner

236 Park Ave. Portland, ME. &
(207)774-2403

PAMELA KNOWLES LAWRASON
Attorney at Law

Serving the Legal Needs of the Gay
and Lesbian Community

6 Oak Ridge Road

Cumberland Center, Maine 04021-9323
Tel (207)829-3379

Fax (207)829-4424

E-mail: pklaw@ime.net

100 Acres e Pool
Hot Tub e Trails

e .
“Highlands “Inn

P.O. Box 118
Bethlehem, NH 03574
(603) 869-3978

A LESBIAN PARADISE

20 Charming Rooms
Peace & Privacy
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Friday, June 20

Pride ‘97 Pier Dance

st g

At Maine State Pier, Franklin St Arterial & Commercial St.
With video and light show, Cash Bar, Soda Bar
Bar entry is by 21+ ID only, Dance is all ages

Pride’s Pier Dance is a Kris Clark Production

DJ's” Lisa Vicarro, Joey Bermudez, Garry Conzo (Campus)

With MC the Lady Chablis, Grand Empress of Savannah, Georgia.

Lady Chablis is the feature character in a movie going into

production, directed by Clint Eastwood and based on the book

“Midnite in the Garden of Good and Evil’. Come see the legend !
This year we are providing greater lighting, more “dancer”

friendly space and a great blend of music styles.

Rain location and dance info: 207-773-6979 or 207-878-9277

Saturday, June 21

Interfaith Service

i
First Parish Unitarian/Universalist, 425 Congress St.
9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.

AURORA

£

PROVISIONS

Choose from a selection of specialty foods
fresh produce, cut flowers, Imported cheese
fine wines and chef prepared meals for
dining at.home.

64 Pine Street Portland, ME
Tel 207.871.0201
MARKET, CAFE & CATERING
Cheryl Lewis & Norine Kotts
proprietors

AMARYLLIS

41 Exchange St., Portland ME 04101
Open 10-6 M-W * 10-9 Thurs-Sat * Sun 12-6

PORTLAND PRIDE'S

PIER DANCE

FRIDAY, JUNE 20, 8 pm to T am

Maine's grandest Civil Rights Victory Party
with our hostest the Grand Empress of
Savannah, Georgia, herself,

the LADY CHABLIS

DJ's: Gary Conzo (Liquid at Manray/Campus)
Lisa Vacaro, and Joey Bermudez

Admission: $10, All Ages, cash bar (21+ 1D)

$7 in Advance (see Where to find tickets)

On the Waterfront, Commercial and Franklin St.s
Take Me. Pike to exit 6A, then 295 to exit 7

Drop offfPick up and Parking are not permitted at the Pier entrance

Rain location to be announced
24 hour Info Line: 207-773-6979

Saturday, June 21

_(__:ity »Hg‘!»l_wPride Rallyj»&ﬁlfine up

City Hall Plaza, 389 Congréss, 11 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Rally Produced By Eric Richard with assistance

Keynoters:

Candice Gingrinch:

When America discovered that the sister of House
Speaker Newt Gingrinch was a lesbian, Candice instantly found
herself as voice for gay and lesbian people everywhere. We
were fortunate for her to accept the notoriety with humor, grace
and a commitment to use that opportunity for change. Candice
has come into her own as a voice for equal and fair treatment of
gays and lesbians, and provides an effective counter-view to
right wing generalities about Family Values.

This is Candice’s 2nd visit to Maine. She has become
one of the most asked for speakers at Pride events. We're
honored to have her with us, courtesy of the Human Rights
Campaign Fund, for a very special Pride Day Rally.

(For interview availability information please call Michael at
207-879-7323 or smepride@gwi.net by Thurs, June 19)

Maine’s L/G/B/T Parents

In appreciation and respect for those who have become
parents and are gay, lesbian, bisexual or transgender, we have
granted them Grand Marshal status for 1997. In their address to
the rally, we hope to have dozens of parents and children fill
the steps of City Hall. As Grand Marshall's they shall officially
open Pride Day and lead our 11th annual Parade.

EQUALITY THROUGH VISIBILITY

DIVORCE AND FAMILY MEDIATION CENTER

HILLARY R. DORSK, J.D.
DEBORAH M. HALL, J.D.

225 COMMERCIAL STREET, SUITE 302
PORTLAND, ME 04101
1-207-774-7084

207-772-4439




Saturday, June 21

1997 Pride Parade

i MM&M i

~ §

Parade line up: 11:30 am (soda bar open)
All groups must check-in at the Security Desk
(right wing of Plaza) by 11 a.m.
All vehicles must have prior approval & Motor Reg.
Registration after June 10, add $5 (878-0546)
(motorcycles are not required to register)

1997 Grand Marshals:
Lesbian and Gay Parents of Maine

Candice Gingrich, HRCF

and featuring the Freedom Trail Band of Boston
The Band is looking for more people to assist in many Pride events.
Now's the time to get your music out of the closet, too. Call the
Band at 617-926-9730 or Email at muffit@meol.mass.edu.

The Parade :

Route is as follows: Congress Street from City Hall to
iCongress Sq.. High Street from Congress Square to Park Avenue. |
Left on to Park Avenue and continue to State Street. Right onto
State Street and into Deering Oaks Park by the Barking Squirrel
Restaurant at the end of the duck pond.

All organizations which wish to march with banner or vehicle
absolutely must register (the fee is $30 without float, $35 after June
£10). Please call 207-878-0546 or 207-879-7323 if you need anyi
special considerations. [Pride does not censor it's parade, but we
do ask that all be considerate of other marchers and obey the law]

Saturday, June 21
PRIDE ‘97 FESTIVAL STAGE

1 to 4 pm, Deering Oaks Park Bandstand
and on exhibit in the Park “Love Makes A Family”
(the lesbian/gay parent photo exhibit)

and the Maine Names Project Quilt
over 40 vendors, organizations and affordable food/drink
with Patches, the clown and the AIDS Ride Kissing Booth
Deering Oaks: Exit 6a, just off 295 and Forest Avenue.
For late vendor registration call 207-879-7323
Produced by Michael Rossetti

Hosted by

Comedienne Erica McCarthy

Erica has most recently worked the Woo Woo Fest in Portsmouth,
NH for AIDS Response. She’s stage managed as well as having
supplied the laughs. (We’ll see how well that mixes). Erica works
in weight loss assistance in her real life, (where she gets material ?)
Pride Cochair: Michael Rossetti

Silly Michael, we said we needed a “straight man” for Erica on stage
and he thinks we said “Straight Acting.”

Terry Irons, Cultural Ambassador, International
Association of Lesbian and Gay Pride Coordinators.

Terry is on loan from Atlanta. She has been instrumental in getting
much of today’s talents , Thanks, Terry!
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PERFORMANCES BY:
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Maine Gay Men’s Chorus
MGMC shall open the festival stage, then it's off to selling tickets for
their concert at the Merrill Auditorium at City Hall. (Check their Ad)

Erica Gilbert and Kathy Poole

Local ladies who have graced many a stage in the Portland area
and women’s music festivals. With guitar, congas and voice they

range from blues to jazzy rock.

Miss Maine 1996 Sarah Nadeau

Sarah performers also at the PRIDELights concert on
Thursday, June 19 in Congress Square. We want to thank her for
her year as Miss Maine and work in educating about “AIDS in the
90's” Miss Maine 1996 will be treating us to something most Pride
concerts lack: Opera!

Lynn Deeves (appearing with Band)

Lynn Deeves latest CD “Connecting the Dots” is powerful testimony
to her artistry.  She gives a versatile blend of original music in
unpretentious and personal style with a bit of rock and lots of soul.
She perfected her craft by performing throughout New England’s
club circuit, with “Skyhigh” and “Person 2 Person”. (“....Intense
Emotion.” Maine Public Radio)

The Crowned Queens of Maine:

A pageant of the creme de la creme of Maine’'s Drag
Community. From Miss Gay Maine to Miss Vacationland, for years
these fabulous divas and their predecessors have produced more
fund-raisers for more great causes than any organization in the
State. Let's give them a hand.

Michelle Malne

Michelle Malone has been on opening act for the Indigo
Girls and is on her fifth CD: Beneath the Devil Moon. Volatile, edgy,
riveting are the words people use to describe her blues rock with a
bit of alt-rock kick. Her songs range from out and out shocking to
“singing like a swan.” “One of the most distinctive new artists to
emerge in the ‘90's” Guitar Shop Magazine.

THE HERITAGE OF OGUNQUIT
“Beautiful-Place-by-the-Sea”

5 MIN WALK TO BEACH

HoT TuB, HUGE CEDAR DECK

NON-SMOKING, HYPOALLERGENIC

PRIVATE & SHARED BATHS

LESBIAN OWNED & OPERATED

(207) 646=-T187
e-mail: heritageo@cybertours.com
www.one-on-onepc.com/heritage

OO O

For Credit Card orders, call or fax form to (815) 591-2456 or send e-mail 1o
IYFP@acl.com with address and credit card information. Or order directly at
the di web site: hitp//www.fish.com/music/disappear_fear. Or snail-mail
form with check/money order or credit card infomation to:

IN YOUR FACE PROMOTIONS
PO. Box 158435, Nashville, TN 37215
Voice/Fax: (615) 591-2456

s E-mail: IYFP@aol.com

PROMOTION



Disappear Fear

“Seed in the Sahara” is the new, and fifth, CD release of
Sonia Rutstein, Disappear Fear. Sonia's resume of performances
overflows pages. So, we're especially fortunate to have snagged
Sonia and her guitarist as the featured performer for Portland’s
Festival stage. Sonia's lyrics gives uncompromising critiques
reminiscent of the sixties writers such as Phil Ochs and Joni
Mitchel, but with the brass of the 90's. We are absolutely sure you'll
remember this Pride stage. Hot!!

Sunday, June 22

PRIDE’S FAMILY FORUM

A discussion of parenting with gay, lesbian, bisexual,
transgender and non-gay parents and their children, with
“Love Makes a Family” photo exhibit and Ice Cream social
(bring your own toppings)

YWCA, 87 Spring St (across from Holiday Inn)

3 p.m to 6 p.m, bring the ENTIRE family

Info: Barry 207-286-3718 or PRIDE: 878-9277

Sunday, June 22

IPRIDE’S SUNSET CRUISE

"Departs at 7 pm sharp (board 630 to 6:50 pm)
from Casco Bay Ferry Terminal, Parking may not be avail.
(1-295 to Exit 7, Franklin Arterial to Waterfront/Commercial St.)

This is a two hour just right cruise along Portland’s waterfront
and islands with music from a variety of local aspiring
performers, open mic, and games. There’s a light buffet and a
cash bar, along with a chem free area on deck. Raffle of Pride
shirts, caps, and area events tickets just before docking.
THIS IS A 21 & OVER EVENT ONLY, Bay Lines rules do not
permit under age drinking during charter cruises with a bar.

DROP
A%%éé%

SHIRTS & SHADES
24 Main Street Oqunquit, Me. 03907-1991

(207) 646-1615

SUNGLASSES: WATCHES:
Serengeti, Vuarnet, Bolle, RayBan Free Style, Timex Limited, etc. . .
Oakley, Costa del Mar Liberty Graphic T's,

Carrera, Porsche. . . Hats, etc. . .

ASE, Summer Solstice Concert

SATURDAY, JUNE 21, 8 PM
USM Campus Ctr, Bedford St.

Tx: $10 in adv. $12 door ($8 with Student ID)
also available at all Pride Tables & Agape, 657 Congress St.

Rhythmi ] Flair from the African Diaspor. A
colorful, dynamic synthesis of African & Western
traditions celebrating life, love & liberation.

~ Saturday, July 12 & Sunday, July 13
;:BANGOR PRIDE

JULY 12, SATURDAY
10:30: Parade Line up: Fleet Bank on Exchange Street,
11:00 Bangor Pride Parade (11 am sharp)
12:00pm - 3:00pm: Festival at Paul Bunyan Park
Featuring: Singer Lynn Deeves
(Vendors welcome, see contact info)
5:00pm: Potluck Dinner at the UU Church in Bangor
8:00pm: Chem-Free Dance at the UU Church in Bangor
JULY 13, SUNDAY
9:00am: Gay Rights Service at the UU Church
10:00am: Charlie Howard Memorial March: Begins at UU Church

Bangor Contact Information:
Jim Martin, PO Box 1568, Bangor, Maine 04402
Phone: 207-942-7681

Luiet Geatitity
with Earvopearn Charme

. . . .in the heart of Portland

Continental Breakfast
Free Cable/HBO
Free local calls

Free bicycle storage Free Parking

Children under 12 free  Non-smoking rooms avail.
An easy walk to everything that Portland has to offer
Minutes to historic Old Port and the Arts District

77m at Szz ﬂm

939 Congress Street, Portland, Maine 04102
(800) 636-9127

all major credit cards accepted

Free airport pick-up
Convenient intown location
Extended stays available

THE INN AT ST. JOHN IS THE OFFICIAL LODGING FOR
SOME OF PRIDE FESTIVAL PERFORMERS
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THURSDAY
FRIDAY

*HIGHLY ARTICULATE, FUNNY, INTIMATE, SEXY AND ‘

VERY FRIGHTENING" SATURDAY v

Thom Dibden THE STAGE (LONDON) J
| "SLOAN WICKEDLY SKEWERS STEROTYPES * JUNE ] 9, 20, 21

Evelyn McDonnel THE VILLAGE VOICE

*OF THE MANY PERFORMERS WHO LOOK TO THE Oak Street Theatre

POLITICAL ARENA FOR MATERIAL, SLOAN STANDS 92 Oak Street

ABOVE THE REST" Foril 4 ML
NATIONAL PUBLIC RADIO ortiana, W

207.725:5103
FREE ADMISSION TO PRIDE'S PIER DANCE, FRIDAY, ] : P : j E RKING-
JUNE 20, WITH YOUR PERFORMANCE PROGRAM. ichers 12 \%_ ﬁ
: E MOKESﬁO ‘ ;] ﬂ

Living in Lesbian and Gay Families

"Love Makes A Family: Living in Lesbian and Gay Families,” a
national photo exhibit of Lesbian and gay families, will be touring
Maine under the coordination and funding efforts of Southern
Maine Pride. The exhibit consists of 20 framed photos along with
some 40 panels of text from the children and parents.

The widest possible audience and venues are being sought.
Through fundraising and booking the exhibit to travel the entire
State, Pride will be working to make the exhibit affordable for
anyone choosing to exhibit it. Donations to support the exhibit can
be made at each exhibit or can be sent directly to Pride: Southern
Maine Pride, POBox 11502, Portland, Maine 04103.

For interest in displaying the exhibit in your area or
presenting an accompanying panel discussion (“Family Forum”)
contact our Exhibit Coordinator Barry Horn: 207-286-3718 or Email
him at mkoerber@biddeford.com.

Love Makes A Famil Pho Exhibit

. » ] @
Tentative Schedule of Appearances (get yourself on the list)
June: Offices of Union Mutual June 20 & 21: Portland Pride 4
July 12 & 13 Bangor Pride July: CPR Anniversary Party I I e

July: Munjoy Portland Health Aug..: Bar Harbor
September: Uof New Eng. September: Augusta
October: Belfast area October: UMF Museum

We're More Than a
Gay Catholic Mass

unity Pride Reporter

Pt e every Sunday @ 6pm
St. Luke's Cathedral
State Street, Portland




New Hampshire Civil Rights
Bill Passes Legislature

State Will Become Tenth to Ban
Discrimination Against Gays
Washington, DC May 6, 1997 The

New Hampshire Senate approved a civil
rights measure to ban discrimination on
the basis of sexual orientation. The bill
passed the House on May 1, and Governor
Jeanne Shaheen (D) pledged to sign the
bill. When it becomes law, New Hamp-
shire will become the tenth state to ban
discrimination on the basis of sexual
orientation. The last state to do so, Rhode
Island, signed their measure into law on
May 20, 1995. The other eight states are
Wisconsin (1982); Massachusetts (1989);
Connecticut and Hawaii (1991); Califor-
nia, New Jersey, and Vermont (1992);
Minnesota (1993).

The following statement is attribut-
able to Kerry Lobel, Executive Director of
the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force
(NGLTP):

New Hampshire

Support Groups

Idenity Support Tuesdays, gay/
bisexual/questioning men, 7-9pm,
1087 Elm Street, room 506,
Manchester, NH FMI call Randy at
603-623-0710

HIV Related Support Thurs-
days (except last Thursdays of
month, then Wednesday) HIV+
Support Group, 6-8pm, 1087 Elm
Street, Room 506, Manchester, NH
FMI call Terry 603-623-0710

Note: These resourses will
become part of our resource section
in the next issue of CPR

1d
Pride

STRATHAM — “Pride” is the
program theme for P-FLAG: Sea-
coast/Stratham’s next monthly sup-
port meeting on Tuesday, June 3, from
710 9:30 p.m. “Forlesbian, gay and
bisexual people, the concept of pride
is especially important: it symbolizes
the end of along journey toward
acceptance.” Marya Danihel, public-
ity director for P-FLAG.

P-FLAG NH: Seacoast/Stratham
is one of more than 390 chapters of
Parents, Families and Friends of
Lesbians and Gays. P-FLAG provides
support and education for families,
and stands for full civil rights for
sexual minorities.

Meetings are held at the
Stratham Community Church on
Emery Lane off Route 101 and just
south of the Stratham traffic circle.
Small group discussions begin
promptly at 7 p.m., with the ~ pro-
gram beginning at 8 p.m. Meetings are
open to anyone in need of support and
information, including G/L/B/T
people, and all participants are re-
quired to respect confidentiality. At
the meeting, participants may check
out materials from the P-FLAG
library.

For more information about P-
FLAG NH: Seacoast/Stratham, call
Nora at (603) 772-3893 or Betty at
(603) 772-5196. For more informa-
tion about P-FLLAG meetings in other
New Hampshire locations, call (603)
623-6023.

“The National Gay and Lesbian Task
Force commends the New Hampshire
legislature for recognizing that discrimina-
tion is wrong. Today’s vote sends a signal
that New Hampshire values and respects
all its citizens. We applaud Governor
Shaheen for her commitment to fairness
and pledge to sign the bill.

It is encouraging and inspiring that
New Hampshire has passed this measure of
fairness while lesbian, gay, bisexual, and
transgendered people in other states are
being attacked by divisive legislation in
record numbers. The success of local
activists in New Hampshire points to the
importance of coming out and organizing
on the state and local level.”

For more information about the bill,
contact Mo Baxley of the New Hampshire
Coalition to End Discrimination at 603/
224-1686, or visit their web page at http://
www.members.aol.com/caglr.

Vermont

On May 3, Vermont Democratic
Party Chair Steve Howard came out as
a gay man. In covering the event, the
May 4 Boston Globe article [and
subsequent AP story] incorrectly stated
that “in publicly discussing his homo-
sexuality, Howard becomes the third
openly gay politician in Vermont.” The
other two politicians mentioned are
State Auditor Ed Flanagan and former
State Representative Ron Squires. In
fact, other openly gay elected officials

have proudly served their Vermont

communities, including former State

Representative Tom Fleury of

Burlington (first elected in 1992) and
current State Representative Bill

Lippert of Hinesburg (elected in 1994).

Steve Howard’s number is 802-
660-4900 (you can also track him down

through the Sgt-at-Arms at the State
House 802-828-2228.

Ed Flanagan’s (Vermont State
Auditor and the nation’s highest ranking
openly gay elected official) numbers are

W: 802-828-2281 H: 802-862-3203.

Here’s a quote I hope you can use:
“ The fact that Vermont’s voters judge
political candidates on their qualifica-
tions rather than their sexual orientation
should come as no surprise,: says
Kathleen DeBold, deputy Director of

the Gay and Lesbian Victory Fund.

“Vermonters share along-standing
tradition of tolerance and justice, and a
deep respect for human and individual
rights. Steve Howard’s coming out and

the election and reelection of outstand-
ing openly gay officials like (“‘State

Representative) Bill Lippert and (State
Auditor) Ed Flanagan is a tribute to the
state’s fair-minded majority.”

Neil Shilansky

Neil Shilansky, one of over 3000
bike riders participating in BOSTON-NY
AIDS RIDE 3, will be holding 2 concerts
at the Bell Center for Music and the Arts,
Dover NH, on Sunday, June 15. One
concert at 11 AM, and a second concert at
5 PM. The proceeds from the concert will
directly benefit the Fenway Community
Health Center in Boston. For more
infonnation, call (603) 742-BELL
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Seacoast Repertory Youth Theatre

Peter and the Wolf

PORTSMOUTH - The Seacoast
Repertory Youth Theatre is proud to
present Portsmouth School of Ballet’s
production of Peter and the Wolf, playing
every Saturday and Sunday at 1:00 PM
from June 7th through June 29th.

This classic ballet by Sergei
Prokofiev has long been a favorite among
theatre-goers of all ages. Now, your family
can enjoy the adventures of Peter as he
wanders through the woods, greeting forest
animals and dodging the infamous wolf.
The performance of Peter and the Wolf
will be preceded by an educational
presentation about the ballet and the
instruments in the orchestra. Still needed
for this presentation are children who play
percussion, clarinet, oboe, french horn,
violin, flute and bassoon. Children
interested in participating should call
Dana at (603)433-4793.

All performers in Peter and the Wolf
are members of the company of the
Portsmouth School of Ballet. The produc-
tion is directed by Kristen Sampson.

For tickets and more information,
please call the SRT box office at (603)433-
4472 or (800)639-7650.

The Who's Tommy Rocks Seacoast
Repertory Theatre!

Portsmouth - Experience the greatest
rock musical of all time when Tommy
heats up the stage from May 31st through
July 20th at Seacoast Repertory Theatre!

SEE ME! A Grammy and Tony
award-winning contemporary masterpiece,
Tommy is one of the exciting new Broad-
way revivals of the 90’s’! Originally a
landmark, multi-million copy selling
concept album by The Who, Tommy was
adapted for the stage by singer songwriter
Pete Townsend and Tony Award-winning
director, Des McAnuff. It chronicles the
adventures of Tommy Walker, who
withdraws from the world following a
traumatic experience in early childhood.
While in his catatonic state, Tommy
demonstrates an extraordinary ability to
play pinball, expressing himself only

through the movements of the game.
Eventually Tommy re-emerges from his
innerworld, achieves stardom as The
Pinball Wizard, and is turned into an
unwilling hero who must live up to the
demands of his followers. It is then that
Tommy faces his greatest challenge -
finding himself.

FEEL ME! Seacoast Repertory
Theatre’s production of Tommy is red hot!
The production is directed by Dan Stewart,
a man who is no stranger to the work.
Stewart recently choreographed the North
and South American touring companies of
Tommy, as well as serving as director and/
or choreographer for the national touring

productions of Sweet Charity, The Pirates
ndD.Qlls, Pippin,
Lend Me A Tenor.

c a
His work has been seen in over fifty
productions at many of the nation’s
outstanding regional theatres including
Goodspeed Opera, Repertory Theatre of St.
Louis, Cincinnati Playhouse in the Park,
Cleveland’s Great Lakes Theatre Festival
and Paper Mill Playhouse. Stewart
currently serves as Associate Artistic
Director for Artpark in Niagara Falls, NY.

TOUCH ME! “This production is
going to be special.” says Dan Stewart.
“When I came up here, I really fell in love
with the space (of Seacoast Repertory
Theatre). It’s off-Broadway, non-tradi-
tional, it’s eclectic, it’s eccentric! I realized
that this is a whole different Tommy. It's
going to be much more story-driven.

FEEL ME! Don’t miss the “new
vibration”! The Who's Tommy plays at
Seacoast Repertory Theatre every Thurs-
day, Friday and Saturday at 8:00pm and
Sundays at 3:00pm. 4:00pm Saturday
matinees are also available on select dates.
For more information, please call the
Seacoast Repertory Theatre box office at
(603)433-4472 or (800)639-7650.

The Seacoast Repertory Theatre is a
non-profit performing arts organization
dedicated to serving the seacoast commu-

nity.

June 5

6:30 pm Mountain Valley Men potluck dinner at Center of Hope in
Redstone NH.Program featuring Ellen’s Coming Out Shows at 7 pm. FMI
207-925-1034 or DFISPALP@AOL.com
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RANT “‘A Line Item Veto on Gay Rights”

by David Cook

Nearly thirty years ago the
Stonewall Riots marked the start of
what many consider a golden age of gay
liberation. Since then, tens of thou-
sands of gay and lesbian men and
women have come out, gay lobbying
organizations have sprung up nationally
and locally, and gay people have
become a force to be reckoned with.
Each summer marks a Gay Pride
Parade in one or more cities, a reminder
of gay presence and solidarity. AsI
write this, the Governor has just signed
an historic gay rights bill, a measure
aimed at providing civil rights protec-
tion to Mainers on the basis of sexual
orientation. After twenty years of
debate, this is a great reason to cel-
ebrate.

But the Governor himself has
wamed that there are fights still ahead.
There are plenty of bigots out there just
waiting to test the bill in court. And the
usual collection of know-nothings has
vowed to fight the bill in their usual
way — via the referendum process.

The referendum — originally
intended as a check on government
excess — is now the government of
choice for people who simply don’t
believe inrepresentative democracy.
Rather than using the election process
to affect government policies, these
people want to have direct control over
policy making. Over-use of the referen-
dum for the last two decades has
wreaked havoc across the US in the
form of looney initiatives that never

would have seen the light of day in a
sanely-run legislature, but which are
regular fare for the referendum crowd.
From taxes to seat belt laws to civil
rights, these referenda have resulted in
bad public policy crafted by people with
too little sense and too much time on
their hands.

Maine’s coalition of anti-gay
activists, personified by (but, unfortu-
nately not limited to) the redoubtable
Carolyn Cosby, has been there every
step of the way, always ready to use the
mechanism of the referendum to block
gay and lesbian civil rights progress.
Any reader of this newspaper will be all
too familiar with Ms. Cosby’s resume
of anti-gay campaigns, culminating
recently in a successful fight to re-
define marriage in a way that excludes
same-sex couples from enjoying its
benefits. And it looks like Cosby’s
gang, Concemed Maine Families,
possibly in some sort of unholy alliance
with the Christian Coalition and
Christian Civic League, will be mount-
ing areferendum campaign to fight the
new gay rights law. Not surprising, but
disappointing all the same, is this
unrelenting resistance to positive
change. And the knowledge that the
gay community will have to spend
precious time, energy, and money
fighting yet another attack on our civil
rights.

Like the frivolous lawsuit, the
referendum has become a plague on
American life. The current referendum

mechanism in Maine requires the
organizers of a referendum to collect a
paltry 51,131 verifiable signatures of
Maine voters. This number represents
10% of the votes cast for governor in
the last election and is updated by
election. As a percentage of the state’s
population however, it is a minuscule
5%. Worse yet, the signatures don’t
have to be collected statewide — they
could all come from the same county
and the petition would still be accept-
able!

Surely it shouldn’t be this easy to
nullify decisions made by the people
you have elected to make them?! With
the goal in mind of wresting the referen-
dum process away from those who use
it as a form of personal recreation, I
have a couple of reforms to suggest.
First, increase the number of signatures
needed to put an issue on the ballot; it’s
currently just too easy. I don’t think
30% of registered voters is unreason-
able. Second, require collection of
signatures statewide; the petition, like
the ballot that will ultimately be held,
needs to be broad-based. The number
collected in each area could be deter-
mined by population percentages. Last,
if the sponsors of the referendum lose,
require them to pay the public expenses
of administering the referendum; this is
the least they can do, especially in the
case of repeat offenders like Ms. Cosby
for whom the referendum process has
become akind of line-item veto on gay

rights.

Surviving with Sanity in Rural Areas

I live and work on Mount Desert
Island, an area abuzz with activity in
July and August but definitely rural 10
months a year. I love the seasons and
the quiet. Most of the time, knowing
everyone at the Post Office and the
comer grocery store is comforting
rather than claustrophobic. My friends
in cities can’t imagine a life far from
bars, lesbian/gay centers, and easy
access to our newspapers and books. I
prefer my lifestyle to theirs, but it does
require some creativity to still feel
connected to a larger gay life. Here are
some suggestions for those who feel
isolated, by choice or by chance:

The most important thing for us
to do is to take care of ourselves. A
piece of that is finding a like-minded
support system. Volunteer at your local
liberal worthy cause and you are likely
to find gay folks or those who are
friends with gay folks. (AIDS organiza-
tions, battered women’s shelters, peace
& justice centers, alternative newspa-
pers, etc.) Organize a potluck and tell
everyone you know. “Out on MDI”’,
now a wonderful monthly potluck/social
event, began small with several folks
who knew each other and wanted more
friends and more of a support system.
Get a PO box or find someone willing
to be a phone contact person, and put it
in the local newspaper. You never know
who will show up!

If you can, figure out how to get
access to a computer, get e-mail, and

subscribe to Maine Gaynet. This is
done by sending a message to
majordomo @ abacus.oxy.edu and your
message should read: subscribe me-
gaynet. (Your message will have the
return address of your own e-mail.) You
will be plunged into several hundred
peoples’ worth of political updates,
discussion of issues, and occasional
story lines, such as the First Kiss series
when lots of people sent in reminis-
cences around Valentine’s Day. It’s like
getting a daily gay newspaper! Besides,
members are from around the state and
may well be a help when you start
organizing your first potluck (see
above).

The next piece of advice I have is
to maintain your vehicle, and be
resigned to spending time and money on
driving. A lot of meetings I go to are in
Bangor, 1 1/2 hour away. I consider this
a small commute - Northern Lambda
Nord folks look at routinely driving 3,
4, 5 hours to go to gatherings.

Then, swallow your shyness and
ask for places to crash. Bring a sleeping
bag and stay on couches or floors.
Bringing juice and bagels to contribute
for breakfast is a lot less money than a
motel room, and you get to visitin a
whole different way. You find out
peoples’ interests, work, pets, and you
become friends with something besides
organizing to talk about.

Lastly, make it a priority to attend
community events! This summer holds

MANY fabulous offerings. If you
volunteer to help with the event you will
endear yourself to the exhausted
organizing committee forever, plus
YOU could be the first smiling face that
gorgeous guy sees when he arrives!
Symposium XXIII will be June 13-15 in
South Portland and will feature Kate
Clinton, Bob Smith, Urvashi Vaid,
varied workshops and lots of fun.
(Contact Susan at 785-3664 or Deb at
625-8499.) June 15-22 will be
Portland’s Pride WEEK, no longer one
weekend only, with music, dancing, the
Saturday Pride march, and many other
offerings throughout the week (contact
Michael at 879-7323 or Laurie at 878-
0546 for more info). Northern Maine'’s
Pride March will be July 13 in Bangor.
Last but not least, Gay Times Bar
Harbor will be held at College of the
Atlantic, on the ocean, August 16-18
(that’s right, Saturday through Mon-
day). Featured guests include
Romanovsky & Phillips, Del Martin &
Phyllis Lyon, Sons and Lovers, and
Diane Elze, with, of course, sea
kayaking, volleyball, hikes, stargazing,
adance, incredible food and workshops.
(Contact us at 207-244-4062, Gay
Times Bar Harbor, P.O. Box 516, Mt.
Desert, ME 04660 or Int@acadia.net )
All these events are full of opportunities
for making friends, helping out, being
proud and joyous in who we are, and
being part of a larger community.



Southern Maine Pride

Southern Maine Pride, Portland,
Maine June 17 to June 22 contact:
207-878-0546 or 879-7323 As Gov.
King signed the Civil Rights Bill, we
can honestly say that this will be
Maine’s biggest Civil Rights Victory
Party!

Tuesday, June 17 7 pm Extensions,
alocally produced film on Portland’s
gay life $5 at Agape, 657 Congress
St.

Wednesday, June 18 6:30 to when-
ever Greater Portland Community
Recognition Dinner, Italian Heritage
Center, Westland Road, Portland
Recognition Awards Recipients:
Larry Bliss, Cathy Kiddman, Brian
Kendall Gay Men’s Chorus,
MLGPA, Biased Crimes Task Force
Drop Me A Line, Holiday Inn by the
Bay Dinner Tickets: $25

Thursday, June 19 PRIDELiGHTS
Concert Congress Square, 8 pm to

Environmental Volunteer Opportunities
‘Abound Throughout The State

SERVE/Maine, the State Environ-

mental Resource Volunteer Effort for
Maine, is looking for volunteers and
interns - statewide SERVE/Maine
matches volunteers and interns with
projects provided by public natural
resource agencies

Volunteer and internship Opportu-

nities available through SERVE/Maine
include water quality monitoring,
freelance reporting and photography in
wilderness areas, office support and
administrative assistance, data entry,
back-country trail maintenance, back-
country ranger work, environmental

education, ecology internships, biologi-

cal aides, and many many more.
SERVE/Maine volunteers are

retirees who want to contribute to

worthwhile environmental efforts~

9:30 pm Broadcast LIVE on
WMPG Hosted by Ashley Nasson
Miss Maine 1996 Sarah Nadeau
sings Bizet Chris Newcomb, the
Acapeella group Freefall Casco Bay
TuMMlers (not Tumblers), its a
Klezmer Band Tree lighting 9:15 pm

Friday, June 20 Pride’s Pier Dance
(8 pm) Commercial and Franklin
Streets Maine State Pier 3 DJ’s and
alive performance by Lady Chablis,
star of “Midnite in the Garden of
Good & Evil” $7 in Advance, $10 at
the door

PRIDE DAY JUNE, June 21 Inter-
faith Service, 9:30 a.m. First Parish,
425 congress Local exhibit of “Love
Makes A Family” Sponsors Brunch
with Candice Gingrinch Rally City
Hall Plaza 11 pm Keynoters: Candis
Gingrinch L/G/B/T Parents of So.
Maine Parade starts Noon from City
Hall

teachers volunteering during their
summer vacation; employees of busi-
nesses which promote employee volun-
teers in their communities; college

students looking for valuable experience

as interns with Maine’s natural re-
source agencies, sports clubs, environ-
mental organizations, and others who
care about Maine’s environment.

My experience as a SERVE/
Maine volunteer provided me opportu-
nities to spend two summers accom-
plishing needed work with the Maine
Conservation Corps. It allowed me to
explore new career options, and devel-
ope professionally and personally. The

work I did while serving with the Corps

led to a rewarding career opportunity,
one that I am still involved in seven
years later.” David Gerkens, former
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PRIDE DAY THE FESTIVAL 1 to
4 pm, Scheduled in Deering Oaks:
Maine Gay Men’s Chorus; Gilbert
and Poole, jazz; Lynn Deeves, rock/
blues Miss Maine 1996 Sarah
Nadeau; Michelle Malone, punky/
rock/blues ASE, African’s drum-
ming/song; Disappear Fear, rock

Saturday, June 21 evening Solstice
Concert with ASE $8 students with
ID $10 in Advance, $12 at door
USM Student Center, 8 pm

Sunday, June 22 Sunset Cruise 7
pm - 9 pm Aboard the Island Ro-
mance Leaves from Casco Bay

Ferry Terminal Performer TBA Cash
Bar/ Buffet ,

All tickets are available at Drop Me
A Line (Portland), Condom Sense
(Portland), Blackstones or the
Underground (Portland) or Drop
Anchor (Ogunquit)

SERVE/Maine volunteer. ;
Heather Walsh, SERVE/Maine

volunteer in Bradley, Maine states, ]

am very excited at being able to vol
teer with the Forest Service, I would
like to work for them professionally
some point in my career and I think
this opportunity will work in my favo
towards reaching that goal.”

SERVE/Maine offers over 100
positions working in over 56 differen
projects. To receive a list of oppo
ties or more information about SER
Maine, contact Lori Dillingham.
SERVE/Maine Coordinator 124 Stat
House Station, Augusta, ME 04333-
0124, telephone 207-287-3082, fax
207-2873611.

The Community
Pride Reporter is
published during the
first two business
days of the month.
All submissions must
be in by the 20th of
the month for
inclusion in the next
month’s issue.
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Community Pride Resources

ML/GPA

a state-wide, non-partisan organization
formed to educate the general public, politi-
cians, and media on L/G issues. Primary goals
are to involve the L/G community in Maine’s
political process, promote civil rights, develop
and review legislation, endorse candidates,
build a coalition, and oppose anti-gay legisla-
tion and referenda. Meetings are the 3rd
Saturday of every month in Augusta. FMI call
1-800-55-MLGPA.

Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians
and Gays
P-FLAG promotes the health and well-

being of gay, lesbian, bisexual and
transgendered persons, their families and
friends through support, education and
advocacy. Come and celebrate our children a
nd friends just the way they are! (See listings
for Maine & New Hampshire under PHONE
SUPPORT and SUPPORT GROUPS.)

Northern Lambda Nord

an educational, informational, social, and
service organization serving lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgendered people in northern
Maine and New Brunswick. Meetings are 2nd
Sunday of every month at 1 pm (ME), 2 pm (N-
B), at the Gay-Lesbian Community Services
Center, 398 S. Main St., Caribou. FMI write
NLN, PO Box 990, Caribou, ME 04736-0990.
The Phoneline is staffed every Monday,
Wednsday, and Friday from 7 -9 pm. Call 207-
498-2088 or 1-800-468-2088

The Matlovich Society

an educational and cultural organization
of lesbians, bisexuals, gay men, and friends
committed to sharing our history as well as
providing person-affirming presentations and
discussions in a supportive environment.
Meetings on the second and fourth Thursday
every month at 7:30 pm at the Holiday Inn By
the Bay, 88 Spring St. Portland. Free parking
and accessible to the mobility-impaired. Call
207-761-4380.

National Association of Social Workers,
ME.

Chapter, Sexual Minority Issues
Committee welcomes new social work
members. Our purpose is to educate, provide
resources, and lobby legislators on issues
involving sexual minorities in Maine. FMI call
NASW, 207-622-7592.

Hate Crimes & Bias Incidents:

Have you or someone you know been a
victim? Call the Civil Rights Section of the
Maine Department of the Attorney General at
626-8844.

Citizens Alliance for Gay and Lesbian
Rights: (CAGLR),

New Hampshire’s oldest progressive
gay/lesbian civil rights organization, welcomes
all those interested in these goals to weekly
meetings, programs, socials and various other
events. Newsletter. Call Info-line 603-224-
1686 or write to PO Box 730, Concord, NH

03302-0730.

The Rainbow Business & Professional
Association
A state-wide, non-profit organization

established to create a gay, lesbian, bi and
transgendered “chamber of commerce” for
Maine. Meetings for networking or dinner
with speaker events, held in the Greater
Portland area, second Monday of the month.
FMI write P.O. Box 6627, Scarborough, ME
04070-6627, call 207-775-0015 or e-mail
wildboys @mainelink.net.

Maine Speakout Project for Equal Rights
Trains and deploys volunteers state-wide to
speak with citizen groups in their towns and
regions about their lives and the lives of others
who experience discrimination in Maine. For
information on activities in your county: 207-
879-0480 or write: MSOP, 123 Congress St.,
#1, Portland 04101. You need not be a speaker

to work with Speakout!

New Hampshire P-FLAG Meetings;

Conocord Meets 3rd Sunday from 3-5 pm at 1st
Congregational Church, Washington & Narth Main
Streets. (use Washington St. entrance). FMI call 603-472-
4044,

Seacoast: Meets 1st Tuesday from 7-9 pm at
Stratham Comummity Chrurch, Emery Lane, Stratham (1st
right west of Rte 101 circle). FMI call 603-772-5196.

Plymouth: Meets fist Sunday, 7-9 pm, Plymouth
Caongregational Church. FMI call 603-968-7254 ar 603-
7869812

Maine P-FLAG Meetings
Porland: Meets 2nd Tuesday 7-9 PM at
Woodfords ional Church, 202 Woodfords St.
FMI call 207-766-5158 ar 207-774-3441.

Bromswick/Bagh: Brurswick-Bath Chapter of
Lesbians and Gays (PHLAG) meets on the Iast Thursday
of each month at 7pm in the roam across from the library,
Mid-Coast Hospital, Brunswick. Please use the back doar
fram the back parking lot. FMI call 207-729-0519.

Lewiston/Anburn: Meets last Sunday of the
month fram 6:30-8:30 pm. FMI call 207-783-9789.

Women's Center

Belfast - Weekly meetings, 9A Main St,, 2nd floar
(above Jaret & Cotm). Group meeting every Wednesday,
6:15 pm. Women'’s Spirituality Gatherings, Mondays 79
p. FMI call 207-338-5702

NA: Just for Today

meetings every Wednesday, 8: 15 pm, at St Luke’s
Cathedral, State St Parttand. Use Park St. entrance in
rear. Also Friday meeting, 8:00 pm, frmanuel] Baptist
Church, comer Deering & High St, Use entrance off

Deering St.
Out and About

alesbian suppoart and educational group, meets
on 1st & 3rd Wednesday monthly, 7:00 pm., United
Methodist Church, 129 Miller Ave, Portsmouth, NH.
FML: POB 5691, Partsmouth, NH 03902, or call 603-430-
5418.

Am Chofshi

A Maine Lesbian/Gay Jewish suppart group,

meets manthly. FMI call 207-883-6004.
Exeter Ciamrch

United Church of Christ in Exeter, NH has
adopted an Open and Affiming Statement & weloames
all God's children to warship, Sundays, 10 am 21 Front
St. (near Court St.) Co-pastors the Revs. Michael L.C.

Identity Support

Henderson & Jane Geffken Henderson. FMI call Ingrid at
603-7T72-6221.
Catholics

The arganization Dignity/Maine offers supportive
Masswf(rl/g/lit(‘mbohs&ﬂuﬁxm&nm
Meets every Sunday at 6:00 pm in St. Lukes Cathedral,
side chapel, 143 State St, Partiand. Coffee & dessert after
the lirgy. FMI call Rosemary ar Janet: 207-646-2820 ar
Laurie: 207-878-0546 or write: Dignity/Maine, POB 8113,
Portland 04104, All replies kept confidential.

The Appollo Society

an out-reach, ing and social
for New England’s gay and lesbian atheists, free-thinkers,
advocacy group offering freedorn-fram-religion support,

religious and fun! FMI call 207-773-
5726 or PO. Bax 5301, Partiand, ME 04101.
of Hope

A Christian congregation which claims a primary
ministry with gay and lesbian people and strives to be
clusive of all persons. Worship on at400PM
at fmmanuel Baptist Church, 156 High St, Portand. FMI
write Cammmumnity of Hope. POB 1671, Partiand, ME
041014,

Central Maine Gay Men’s Support Group
'We provide a safe place to discuss issues going on in our
lives or just to be with people in a safe non-alcoholic
envirament.
FMI call 207-621-1888 ar 207-621-4254.
Gay, Leshian, Bissxazal Discussion Group

1st and 3rd Fridays each month, 7-O pm. First
Universalist Crrch, 345 Broadway, Rodkland, ME. FMI
call Lanty Godfrey at 207-594-2957.

Support Group—Penohscot & Surrounding
Counties

For men who have sex with men. Monthly
meetings to talk about issues and concemns. Call 207-990-
2095 for more info & meeting times.

Q-Sqmad
Suppoart group far lesbian, gays, bi’s &
Serving Franklin County, based at UM
Famington. FMI call and leave message at 207-778-7380.

TransSupport
Suppoart group far crossdressers, transsexuals, their
families, friends. Meets in seaure locations to provide
suppart, education & social activities. Write TransSuppost,

PO. Bax 17622, Portiand, 04112 or phone 207-945-3092.
Gender Tak North
Gender suppart. Write for newsletter, PO. Box
211, Keene, NH 03431. 603-924-8828.
Trans Coumseling
Cheshire Counseling Assoc., PO Box 1124,
Keene, NH 03431. 603-357-5544.
Maine Bisexual People’s Network
Meets as a part of Bisexual Discussion & Support
Group (see listing below). For ing &\or other bi
suppart, write: POBox 10818, Partland, ME, 04104-
6818

Bisexual Discussion & Support Group
Discussion and support group for women and
men Meets 1* & 3 'Wednesdays monthly, 7:30-9pm in
room 1,
- Paysan Smith Hall, Faimouth st., University of
So.ME, Parttand. Open to non-students and students of all

" FMIFax: SHOLMES @mainermditie.edu. or

Call 780-3757(private voice mail)

Polyamorous Life Support (PALS)
Do you love moare than ane persan? Youmay be
polyammxs. R)MmusMe&th)sa

‘Whether curious ar already multiply mtimate, call 207-
T13-6132 PML
Prisoners of Gender
(Refusing to be Barbie, Ken or both). Meets every
Friday at 1:15 pm at Davis Room, Memorial Union, UM
at Orono

Lesbian/Bisexual Support Group

Meets every Tuesday, 7-9PM, at Women’s
Resource Center 101 Fernald Hall at UM Orono. FMI call
207-581-1425.

Dover; NH
Gay]Lesbian, Bisexual & Transgendered support
Group meets Sundays 7-8pm, Quaker Mtg. House,
Ceniral Ave. Soctal times too. FMI call 603-743-GAY2
eves.
Lewiston/Auburn

A new gay, lesbian, bisexual suppart group for the
Lewiston/Auburn area meets Mondays at 7 pm at the
Unitarian-Universalist Chrurch an Spring St, Aubum.

waman who self-identifies as a lesbian. They seek to
aeate woman-anly, lesbi space to explore
issues and affirm themselves and each another as lesbians.
iality, open-mindedness and respect are required.
Meets 1st and 3rd Wednesdays from 6:30-8:00 pm.
Mabel Wadsworth Woimen's Health Center
334 Harlow St Bangor. FMI: call 207-047-5337.
SNAP.

Survivars Network of Those Abused by Priests.
Monthly suppart group for men & women healing from
sexual abuse by clergy of any denomination. Meets in
Portiand location an third Friday of the manth. FMI call
207-T745025.

DEGLO (Down East Gay & Lesbian Org)

Meets 2nd Saturday of the manth, 5:30 pm at the
UU Church, Park Street, Bangar.

Maine Gender Resource & Support Service

Information, referrals and education far the
transgender commmunity, helping professionals and the
general public. Wite MeGReSS; PO Bax 18%, Bangar,
ME 04402-1894 or call 207-945-3092.

Al Maine Trarsgender

Group Support for all Crossdressers, Transvestites,
Transgenders, Transexuals. All inclusive group, gay,
leshian, bi, straight. Confidential and descreet, Bangar
meeting place. Meets the 2nd and 4th Friday of each
month. Call 207-947-1686 for time and place; ar FMI
write AMT PO. Bax 145 Brewer, ME 04412

Gay/Lesbian/Bisexaml Parents Group

Far dates, places and times write GLB Parents
Group, PO. Box 10818, Partland, ME 04104.

Mothers and Kids Group
Social events and group suppart for lesbians and their
children. Emphasis an mclusion of lesbians in the process
of becoming pregnant or adopting. Meets manthly in the
greater Portland area. FMI write: PO. Box 2235, South
Portland, ME 04116.

Maine AIDs Alliance

Maine AIDS Alliance: 39 Green Street,
Augusta, ME 04330. Call 207-621-2924. Fax: 207-
622-2662.

AIDS Coalition of L ewiston/Auburn: P.O.
Box 7977, Lewiston, ME 04243. Call 207-786-4697.

AIDS Lodging House: 142 High Street Suite
609, Portland, ME 04101. Call 207-773-7165.

Camp Chrysalis: PO Box 990, Belfast, Maine
04915. Call 207-3338-5089.

Community ATDS Awareness Program: PO
Box 457, Rumford, ME 04276 Call 207-364-8603.

Community Task Force on AIDS Education:
PO Box 941, Naples, ME 04055.

Dayspring AIDS Support Services: 32
Winthrop St., Augusta, ME 04330. Call 207-626-3432.

Down East AIDS Network: 114 State St.,
Ellsworth, ME 0460S. Call 207-667-3506.

Eastern Maine AIDS Network: PO Box 2038,

Bangar, ME 04401. Call 207-990-3626.

Merrymeeting AIDS Support Service: PO
Box 57, Bunswick, ME 04011. Call 207-725-4955.

Names Project/Maine: P.O. Box 10248,
Portland, ME 04104, Call 207-774-2198.

Oxford Hills Community AIDS Network: PO

Box 113, Paris, ME 04271. Call 207-743-7451.

Peabody House: 14 Orchard St., Portland, ME
04102. Call 207-774-6281.

People With AIDS Coalition of ME.: 696
Congress Street, Portland, ME 04101. Call 773-8500.

PAWS/Pets Are Wonderful Support: 142
High St., Room 330, Portland, ME 04101. Call 775-
PAWS. E-mail paws @ime.net. Home page: http://
www.ime.netPAWS/

The AIDS Project (TAP): PO Box 5305,
Portland, ME 04101. Web page - www.neis.net/
aidsproject. E-mail - aidsproj @neis.net Call 207-774-
6877.

‘Waldo-Knox AIDS Coalition: P.O. Box 956, Belfast,

ME 04915. Call 207-338-1427.

Medical Support

Planned Parenthood of Northern New

Serving men and women, offering annual exams,
pEgnancy testing, birth contral info. & supplies (free condoms?),
testing and treatmentfor infections and STD’s, menopause
suppartand maee. Evening hours, affordable services, and
complete confidentiality. Medicaid welcome. 970 Fomest Ave.,
Portland. FMI call 207-874-1095.

FREE FAMILY THERAPY

available for individuals & families (of ay type) who
e affected by HIV disease. FMI, contact Chris Behan, MSW
at Center for Training and S pecial Programs. 207-773-6658.

Teen Life Center

Youth Clinic sponsased by City of Parfiand Public
Health, Monday-Friday (10:00-11:30 am) The homeless health
team’s youth clinic is a place where you canreceive free health
camin afriendly environment. Located on Chestnut St across
acoess to other supportyoumay need. Dropin between 10to
10:45 am.

Sexually Transmitted Disease Clinic
Partland STD Clinic providesfull range of services
from screening & treatment, education & counseling and HIV
antibody testing andcounseling. Locatedin Room 303 of City
Hall Anonymous HIV testing by appointment on week days
from 8 am to 5 pm. Call 207-874-8784. For other STD
services: 207-874-8446.
Coping with Caregiving
Provides support for those caring fora disabled or
chronicallyAemminallyill person. Group meets on 2nd and 4th
Friday of the month at noon at Mercy Hospital Board Room,
sixthflooe. FMI call 207-879-3477.
Breast self-exam classes
The Breast Health Resousoe Center at Mescy Hospitalis
offering free self-exam classes toteach wamen how to perfarm
breast self-exams, whatto look for, what alump mightfeel like,
and what to doif youfind something that doesn’t seemright.
Classes am on the 3rd Thursday of the month onthe Sthfioor
FM], ortoregister, call 207-879-3791



OUTRIGHT

Bangor: Fridays 5:00-7:30 pm, Uniterian
Universalist Church, Park St., behind City Hall
in Bangor. FMI call 207-990-3626.

Outright Too: Supportive, infrmative
and social meetings for gay, lesbian, bisexual,
and questioning youth age 22 and under. Safe
place for questions, growth, and fun. Held
twice monthLy. FMI call207-990-3626, Shawn
or5 Shannetta

Central Maine: Weekly confidential
meetings for gay, lesbian, & questioning youth
22 years and under. Call First Call at 795-6677
or 1-800-339-4042 and ask about OUTRIGHT.

Portland: Meets every Fri., 7:30-9:30
pm, The People’s Building, 155 Brackett St.,

2nd floor, Portland. Safe & supportive
discussions with and for gay, lesbian, bisexual
& questioning young people. FMI call 774-
TALK, or 774-HELP or write to P .O. Box
5077, Portland, ME. 04101.

Waldo-Knox : Meets every other Sunday
in Camden for g/l/b or questioning youth 22 &
under. Confidential, supportive, safe space for
growth, discussion & fun. FMI Lisa at Waldo-
Knox AIDS Coalition 338-1427 or write P.O.
Box 956, Belfast, ME 04915. Collect calls
okay.

Concord .: Meets every Thurs., 7-9 pm
at UU Church, 274 Pleasant St., next to
concord Hospital & Orthopedics Clinic. 603/
664-9169.
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Youth Support

Monadnock : Meets every Thurs.,7-9
pm at “The Place To Go”, 46 Concord St. (Rt.
202 N), Peterborough, 603/547-2545.

Nashua : Meets every 2nd & 4th
Thursday at UU Church corner of Canal &
Lowell Sts. (near Dunkin Donuts). Call Steve
or Gypsy at 603/672-0792. Email:

Outright NH@AOL .com

Seacoast: Meets every Sun. 5-7 pm
(movie night), Tues. 6-8 pm (drop in), & Friday
from 7 to 9 pm (support group) at the UU
Church Annex (next to fire station), 206 Court
St., Portsmouth NH. FMI call 603/431-1013,
P.O. Box 842, Portsmouth NH 03801.

COLAGE
A national support group run by and for
the children of gay, lesbian or bisexual parents.
FMI call COLAGE, 2300 Market St., #165,
Dept. P, San Francisco, CA 94114.

THE MAINE YOUTH
PROTECTION COUNCIL
Works to creat safer communities and schools
for minority youth. If racism or homophobia
affect you, help be part of the solution. Call
207-775-4944 for information on the council
and sub-committees. There is a place for

people of all ages and backgrounds.

HIV Related Support Meetings

Portland:

Mondays: People Living with HIV disease and
all friends, families, partners & caregivers, 6:30-8:00
PM.

Tuesdays: People living with HIV disease and
all friends, families, lovers and caregivers, 10:30 am-
Noon. TAP, 142 High Street Suite 632, Porland, ME
04101.

2nd & 4th Tuesdays: Living Well focusing on
quality of life and empowerment.

Wedsndays: Drop-in discussion group for
married/gay/bisexual/ questioning men. FMI call Gerry
at 207-774-6877.

1st Wednesday: PAWS (Pets Are Wonderful
Support), 5:30 pm. Call 775-PAWS. Charles Wynott,
Program Coordinator.

Thursdays: People living with HIV meets from
5:30-7 pm. TAP, 142 High Street Suite 632, Porland,
ME 04101

2nd Thursday: Client A dvisory Board, open to
all clients of The AIDS Project, 1:30 pm.

The above Portland support groups meet at
The AIDS Project, 142 High St., 6th floor.except the
Tuesday group, Living Well. FMI on thatcall Sandy
Titus at Stratogen Health Care. Call Jane O'Rourke at
207-774-6877 or 1-800-851-2437 for more informa-
tion.

Family and Friends Accepting Change
Together (FFACT), a suppdrt group sponsored by
Northemn Maine AIDS Netwotk for friends, families &

careproviders. Meets every 2nd Tuesday, 7:00 pm, at
the Aroostook Medical Center, conference room A.
Presque Isle. FMI, Deb Madore of Health 1st, 207-768-
3056 or 1-800-432-7881.

Auburn: People living with HIV disease,
Tuesdays, 1:30-3:00 pm at Auburn Family Planning.
Call Diana Carrigan, Androscoggin and Oxford Case
Manager and Support Services Coordinator for TAP at
the Auburn office, 207-783-7301.

Bangor: Man 2 Man HIV prevention program
for men who have sex with men. M2M offers education,
HIV testing, support groups, HIV/AIDS Hotine and
workshops. To volunteer or FMI on the program call
207-990-2095 or write: Man 2 Man, POB 2038,
Bangor, ME 04402.

Children’s Support Group: Fun activities and
outings forchildren who are affected by HIV/AIDS.
Meetings are held twice monthly on Mondays 3:30pm -
5:00pm, Unitarian Universalist Church, Park St., behind
City Hallin Bangor. FMI call 207-990-3626.

‘Women’s Support Group : Women living with
HIV, meets the 1ast Wednesday of each month 10:45am
- 12:00pm. Call 207-990-3626.

Biddeford: People affected orinfected by HIV,
Mondays, 5:30-7:00 pm. So. ME. Medical Center
classroom opposite cafeteria on 2nd floor. Call John
Bean, York County Case Manager, 207-774-6877.

Brunswick: Meetings forfamily and friends
who have loved ones with HIV/AIDS at Merrymeeting
AIDS Support Services, 8 Lincoln Street. FMI on
meeting days and times call 725-4955.

Farmington: Thursdays: 6:30-8:30 pm. HIV+
support group. Call Christie Foster at Tri-County Health
Services, 778-4553, for location.

Gardiner: 1st & 3rd Wednesdays: People
Living with HIV meets from 1:30-3 pm at the
Physicians Building behind KVRHA Annex. Call
MASS at 725-4955.

Kennebunk: Drop-in discussion group every
Tuesday for married/gay/ bisexual/questioning men at
TAP Office, Lafayette Center, downtown Kennebunk.
FMI call Gerry at 207-774-6877.

Lewiston: 4th Thursday: Great Sexpectations
monthly drop-ins for gay, bi & questioning men of all
ages. 7:00-10:00 PM, ACLA office (4 Lafayette St.)
FMI, Sean-207/786-4697.

Rumford/Mexico Area: Mondays: AIDS
Support Group/Phoneline meets from 7-8:30 pm at
Mexico Congregational Church, Main Street, Mexico.
Call 364-8603.

New Hampshire:

Derry area: Support group open to anyone
infected with AIDS/HIV. Hosted by the Ecumenical
AIDS Task Force, at St Thomas Aquinas. FMI or
reserevations, call Jane Dwyer at 603-432-7530.

Keene: Support group for families, friends,
partners of persons living with AIDS or who have died
of AIDS. Confidential & anonymous. Meets every
other Wed., at Planned Parenthood, 7-8:30 pm. Call
Dorothy Anderson at 603-756-4735.

Keene: Support group for HIV positive people

and those living with AIDS meets altemate Mon. 6:30
pm. For details call Schultz, 603-357-5270.

Lebanon/Hanover: ACoRN offers support
groups, case management, community referrals and HIV
prevention programs for people in the Upper Valley.
FMI call John or Mark at 800-816-2220.

Monadnock Region: Forinfo., referrals,
testing, buddies, speakers & volunteer opportunities call
AIDS Services for the Monadnock Region at 603-357-
6855 or 1-800-639-7903 or call United Way Help-Line,
1-800-368-4357.

Nashua area: Two weekly self-help groups for
those infected with, or affected by, HTV/AIDS. For
times, dates and locations, call 603-595-8464.

N.H. Seacoast “Connections” support group
for care givers, parents, families and friends, all those
whose lives are affected by HIV/AIDS. “Connections”
meets every month on second Tuesdays from 7 to 8:30
p-m., atthe Exeter Congregational Church 21 Front St
Exeter, NH. Discussions, information sharing and
support are offered in afriendly and private atmosphere.
FMI 603-772-6221, or 603-436-8963.

Peterborough: Support group for family,
partners and friends whose lives have been affected by
HIV/AIDS meets Tues. atnoon. Call Maria Rosario-
603-924-7191, ext. 1126 for details.

Winnipesaukee Region: HIV/AIDS support group
meets Wednsdays from 7 -9 pm atLakes Region
General Hospital. FMI cal Wayne at 603-524-3211 ext
3900.

National Center for Lesbian Rights Youth Project:
1-800-528-NCLR.

Man 2 Man hotline -Providing HIV ?AIDS informa-
tion, and refferals foridentity and emotional support
services. Staffed Mon- Fir. 8:30 - 4:30. Call 207-990-
2095 or in Maine 1-800-429-1481.

Gay & Lesbian Phoneline of Maine: Staffed Monday,
Wednsday and Friday from 7 pm - 9 pm. Call 207-498-
2088 or (Maine) 800-468-2088.

Boston Alliance of Lesbian and Gay Youth (BAGLY):
1-800-347-TEEN.

National Hotline for gay, lesbian, bisexual &
transgender youth. Sponsored by the Indianapolis
Youth Group. Staffed & trained, peer youth counselors.
Lines are open Sunday thru Thursday 7-10 pm, Friday
and Saturday 7 pm to midnight. Confidential and
anonymous. Call 1-800-347-TEEN

HIV-AIDS Prevention Project: Staffed Monday,

Pho;e Support By Regiox;

Wednsday, and Friday from 7 - 9 pm. Call 207-498-
2088 or (Maine) 800-468-2088

The AIDS Line: 1-800-851-AIDS or 775-1267. HIV/
AIDS related questions, call Mon.-Sat. 9 am-5 pm, Mon.
& Wed. evenings until 7:30 pm. Anonymous.

DIAL KIDS: Forlesbian, gay, bi & questioning youth
under 19 yrs. 774-TALK.

Ingraham Volunteers: Call 774-HELP (774-4357).
The AIDS Project 774-6877. Located at 142 High St.,
6th floor, Portland 04101. Call forinformation and
support group meetings in Portand, Lewiston,
Brunswick.

Bangor: Eastern Maine AIDS Network: 990-3626
Penobscot County: HIV/AIDS Hotline-1-800-429-
1481

Belfast: Waldo-Knox AIDS Coalition: 338-1427
Brunswick: Merrymeeting AIDS Support Services:
725-4995

Bridgton: Community Task Force on AIDS: 583-6608 -
Rumford: Community AIDS Awareness Program: 823-
4170

Lewiston: AIDS Coalition of Lewiston/Auburn: 786-
4697

Waterville: Dayspring: 626-3435

Ellsworth: Down East AIDS Netwark: 667-3506
Oxford Hills: Oxford Hills Community AIDS Network:
743-7451.

Mid coast: Gay men’s HELP LINE, 6:00-9:00 pm
(only) M-F 207-863-2728. FAX 207-863-2794. Also,
gay youth info.

Parents & Friends of Lesbians & Gays (P-FLAG)
Contactsin Maine (* indicates monthly meetings)
Augusta/Hallowell: 623-2349 -FE.
*Dover-Foxcroft: 564-7986 - Sharon
*Brunswick/Bath: 729-0519 - Sally & Gene
*Lewiston/Aubum: 783-6964 - Estelle

*Portland: Rita, 766-5158 or Sue, 774-3441
Waldoboro: Sue - 832-5859

CONTACTS IN NEW HAMPSHIRE

P-FLAG NH 24 hour Helpline: 603-623-6023

New Hampshire: Teen Crisis Line - 1-800-639-6095.
Concord: Judy, 603/485-3943

Webster: Betsy, 603/746-3818

Nashua: Nancy, 603/880-8709

Kensington: Nora/John, 603/772-3893

Stratham: Betty, 603/772-5196

Francestown: Cy/Gordon, 603/547-2545
Holdemess: Olivia, 603/968-7254

Rumney: Ann, 603/786-9812

Center Sandwich: Tish, 603/284-6434

DOVER, NH: Gay,Lesbian,Bisexual & Transgender
Helpline for information, referral or need to talk. M-F 6-
10 pm, Sat.-Sun. 9am-2pm. 603/743-GAY?2.

MUSIC & ART

Women In Harmony

an eclectic choral ensemble open to
all women regardless of age, race, religion,
or sexual orientation. If you are interested
in becoming a member or volunteering
organizational skills, send SASE (includ-
ing your phone number) to P .O. Box 5136
Sta. A, Portland, ME. 04101, or call 207/
774-4940.

Maine Gay Men’s Chorus

a community chorus which brings
men together to enhance social tolerance
and diversity in the Greater Portland area,
as well as affirming the gay/lesbian
experience with creative and lively musical
entertainment. FMI call 774-2704 or write
M.GM.C,, PO. Box 10391, Portland, ME.
04104.

The Maine Gay Visual Artist’s League

meets on the third Wednesday of
every month, The League is a non-profit,
creative support network for Maine’s gay
& lesbian visual artists community. FMI
call 775-3420.

Online/Internet

The Maine GayNet Mail List
Share your ideas and opinions with

other list members. To subscribe to thjs
list, send e-mail to
majordomo @abacus.oxy.edu. In the
message part, write “subscribe me-gaynet”

The Maine GayNet Home Page

An ever-changing display of events

] and information. Meetings, contact

people, resources, & referrals. Point your
WEB Browser to: Hitp://www.qrd.org/
www/usa/maine. FMI e-mail Paula
Stockholm: paula @ maine.com.

San Francisco Gay/Lesbian Tourism

Guide
An online merchant-sponsored

Internet website geared to gay and lesbian
travellers to the San Francisco area. It is
compatible with most mainstream web
browsers. Address: www.gaysf.com

Social Groups

; M:ll:be Frontrunners: eekaly gay and lesbian
running spons w run in
Portland. We meet at ge beginning of Back
Cove Walkway (corner Baxter Blvd. & Preble
St. Ext.), Saturdays, 9 am. FMI call Jim 761-
2059 or John 828-4896.

Out on MDI: For gays, lesbians, bi’s
and our friends. Very active social/support
goup. Meets every Tuesday at 7:00 pm.

ewcomers always welcome. FMI, write OUT
ON MDJ, PO Box 367, Southwest Harbor, ME
04679-0367 or call 207-288-2502 and leave a
message.

SOLO: Monthly Gatherings for Older,
Single Lesbians: for fun & fri ip. FMI call
Kathy 207-688-4737 or 207-725-0179.

W.0.W. (Wild Outdoor Women):
Recreational group meets monthly for outdoor
activities followed by pot luck socials.

Activities: bikinf, s cam?ing, canoeing,
kayaking. FMI: Jen @ 207-787-2379

Wilde-Stein Club: Meets every
Thursday at 6:30 pm at Memorial Union,
Sutton Lounge, at Orono.

ALMA: Active Lesbians of the Monad-
nock Area (formerly the Monadnock Area
Women) meet on the 2nd and 4th Friday of the
month. FMI call 603-363-4961.

Dartmouth Women’s Meeting: Meets

every Monday at 9 pm at the Women'’s
Resource Center, Dartmouth College. FMI call
603-646-3636.

LINC: Lesbians Inviting New Commec-
tions. A network serving women in New
England. FMI call Pauli at 603-668-9245.

Mountain Valley Men (MVM): A
goup of gay men of all ages in norhteastern

ew Hampshire and southwestern Maine who
get together for ’Fnotluck supper meetings at 6:30
pm on the first Thursday of each month at the
Center of Hope in Redstone(NH); outdoor
activities ings are listed in the
monthly newsletter; : MVM, Box 36, Ctr
Conway, NH 03813; Paul or Dave at 207-925-
1034; e-mail DFISPALP@AOL.COM..

Seacoast Gay Men: Social group meets
qudays (except holidays), 7 pm Unitarian
Universalist Church, 292 State St., Portsmouth,
NH. FMI call (603) 430-4052, or write P.O.
Box 1394, Portsmouth 03802-1394.

ial/Women Meeting Women: Lesbian
S0C group meeting monthly at the
Unitarian-Universalist ergh on the 2nd
Saturday of the every month from 2:30 - 6 pm.
FMI call Dianne at 603-881-4268, or by e-mail
DBalbat@aol.com.
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Mad Horse Theatre company
presents
The Scarlet Letter

by Nathaniel Hawthorne, adapted by Phyllis Nagy

A beautiful re-telling of this Alnerican classic: the story of Hester Prynne, her
strange child Pearl, and the man who could never reveal his love.

June § - 29, 1997

16 Performances Only!

Thurs. June 5 PREVIEW

Fri. June 6 GALA OPENING

Thurs. 7:30

Fri., Sat. 8:00

Sun. 5:00

Tickets $18 ($16 for students and seniors)

Saturday Night tickets $20 ($18 for students and seniors)

Gala Opening Night $25.00

Pay What You Caii Night Sunday 6/8

Buy I, Get I Free Night! Thurs. 6/12

For more ixiformation and reservations call 797-3338

Sexual Assault Response
Services of Southern Maine

CONTACT: Darlene Smith, Coordinator of Support Services

Sexual Assault Response Services ofSouth em Maine

P.O. Box 1371

Portland, ME 04104

(207) 799-9020

“SUPPORT GROUPS FOR ADULT FEMALE AND MALE SURVIVORS

OF INCEST and/or, CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE”

PORTLAND, MAINE. Sexual Assault Response Services will be offering
free and confidential support groups for adult male and female survivors of incest,
and child sexual abuse.

Adult Women Survivors of Incest and/or Child Sexual Abuse - Starting
Wednesday, June 4, 1997, Wednesday evenings, for 8 weeks.

Adult Male Survivors of Sexual Abuse - Starting Monday, September 8,
1997, Monday evenings, for 8 weeks.

Call 774-3613 or 1-800-313-9900 to register.

Post Office Box 1371 Portland, Maine 04104 774-3613 Toil Free 1-800-
313-9900

Maine Freedom to Marry
: Roundtable

In the last few weeks, we have
experienced incredible highs and lows
over the right of same-gender couples to
marry. Our next meeting will be on
Tuesday, May 13, 1997 at 6 p.m. at
Bernstein, Shur, Sawyer & Nelson,
100 Middle Street (5th floor), Portland.

We will discuss where we should
go on the issues of marriage and gay
families from this point forward.

1. Update: Yes, it’s true. The
Hawaii electorate will be voting in
November, 1998 on a constitutional
amendment to empower the legislature
to restrict marriage to a man and a
woman. It is also passing a law
according about 60 rights and protec-
tions of marriage to reciprocal benefi-
ciaries. At the same time, the Hawaii
marriage case remains on track. What
do these developments mean for Maine
and other states?

Maine Rose
Society

The Maine Rose Society an-
nounces their 35th Annual Rose Show
will be held at the Barron Center, 1145
Brighton Ave., Portland, ME, 04102 on
June 29, from 1:00 to 4:00

PM. Admission is free and there is
no fee to exhibit roses. For additional
information please call Clarence Rhodes
at 772-8788 or Martin Brower at 833-
0036.

Maine Rose Society Rt 16, Box
395 Dover-Foxcroft, Maine 04426
tel.564-3654

Public Service
Announcment

The Center for Therapeutic
Recreation is in need of light weight
wheelchairs in good condition to be
used in an aquatics program for Chil-
dren and adults with disabilities.

If you are interested in donating a
chair, please Contact the Center at 772-
0504.

Thank you

2. Now that we have a state law
forbidding same-sex marriage and
purporting not to recognize same-
gender marriages from other states,
what should we do? What lessons can
be learned from the hearing on L.D.
10177 From similar hearings in other
states? How do we keep the state anti-
marriage law from tumning into a stick
with which the courts and others will
beat us (as is already happening in other
states)?

3. Whatkind of affirmative public
education can/should we do from here?
How can we create the momentum to
repeal L.D.1017? 3o

Attachments: Update on Hawau
case; Press Release re Report of
General Accounting Office on 1049
federal laws affected by DOMA;
IGLSS analysis of economic impact of
same-gender marriage in Maine.

GLSTN

The Downeast Chapter of Gay,
Lesbian & Straight Teachers’ Net-
work (GLSTN) will meet on Sunday
June gth from 2 to 4 PM at
Downeast AIDS Network, 114
State Street Ellsworth. GLSTN
invites all who are interested In
making our schools safer for all kids
Including those who may be gay. It
is a mixed straight and gay organiza-
tion, and Includes many who are not
teachers. For more information call
667 2358.

Greater Portland YMCA
Greater Portland YMCA 1997
Summer Basketball League
Girls: June 18th - August 6th,
1997 (Wednesday @ 6:00 pm -
8:00 pm)

Boys: June 19th - August 7th,
1997 (Thursday @ 6:00 pm -
8:00 pm)

Cost: $50.00 for non-members
& $20.00 for Greater Portland
YMCA members
SIGN UP NOW - LIMITED
SPACE!!

LEVITT AT 874-1111 FOR
MORE INFORMATION
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CAY TIMES Classified Ads
PAR HARBOR Shared Living

Seeking QUIET, responsible, non-drugging/non-drinking housemate to
share Bethel farmhouse 15 miles from Sunday River. Garden space,.
Bisexual & Tr ansgende red’s : Woods/fields for walking/mountain biking/x-country skiing. Must LOVE
CATS, dogs, extended family. $350 per month includes heat, utilities
except telephone. 207-774-3629/207-824-2736.

Maine Lesbian, Gaymen,

Travel/Vacation

LESBIAN PARADISE! 20 Charming rooms, 100 mountain acres,
pool, hot tub, hiking/skiing trails, yummy breakfasts, peace and
privacy. We’re your perfect vacation choice year round! Week-long
and midweek discounts. HIGHLANDS INN, Box 1180P,
Bethlehem, NH 03574, (603) 869-3978.

YELLOW BIRCH FARM: Weekly rental in romantic summer
cottage, or nightly B&B in spacious studio. Organic farm abutting
wildlife refuge. Remote unspoiled coastal Maine, near Canadian
border. Birding, whalewatching, hiking biking, canoeing, kayaking.
Pristine, peaceful, quiet. Brochure, reservations: (207) 726-5807

Gay Times Festival Schedule
subject to change:
Saturday, August 16

R S Gl FARNSWORTH & ASSOCIATES

11:30-1:00 pm Lunch Buffet with Six Basin Street,
Women's dixieland band Attomeys at LaW
1:30-2:30 pm Welcome
2:30:6:00 pm 1;31 gﬁfofgc;l;::kg::;:: l::slf:mng Music Legal services statewide including: Domestic Rclnl.iuns. Civil Rights, Con.lrucq.
of Our Common Struggles’ w/ Sons & Employment, Wills, Probate, Bankruptcy, Real Estate, and Personal Injury.
Lovers, ‘Being Single and Sane’ and more.
3:00-4:30 pm Sea Kayakiny Sl{san Farnsworth, Esq.
4:00-5730 pm Key Distribution Offices In Hallowell and Portland.
5 pm Icebreaker with Jen and Don Call 1-800-8066-LAW.
6:30-7:30 pm Dinner -
7:00-8:00 pm 12-Step Meeting /
Nontraditionally Gendered Drop-In  FOR WEORMATION AND REFERRAL ABOUT |
8:30-10:00 pm Music and Comedy WHAT'S HAPPENING IN THE MIDCOAST AREA
with Romanovsky & Phillips FOR GAY ANO BISEXUAL MEN.
10:30 pm - Stargazing and Storytelling from the top of ' g

Cadillac Mtn., Films, Games, Coffee,
Snacks, Bonfire with marshmallows
(weather permitting), Socializing and

rGSh’n"UD

General R & R, etc. MoN.-FRi. 6-9 ,.:l
Sunday, August 17 Professional Residential Cleaning 1(207) 863-2728
6:30-8:00 am Sea Kayaking,Bird Watches, Walks,Coffee « Offices * Carpets * Floor Carc (z07)
8:00-9:30 am Breakfast We cven do Windows Midcoast Maine |
10:00-11:30 am Keynotes - Phyllis Lyon and Del Martin - 1 : Gay Men’s

book signing to follow. Quality Service Guaranteed Help Line
11:30-1:00 pm Lunch - Outdoor concert w/ Diva Brazilia, FREE ESTIMATES ° 207/926-4365 — CouseT CALS ACCEPTED. —

‘ Brazilian and world music R e [ i i =

1:00-6:00 pm You Choose:
1-6pm Mabel Wadsworth Women’s Health

Center - Women's Cancer Screening Clinic
1-2:30 pm Workshops (spontaneous format)
1-2:30 pm ‘Exploring Gay and Lesbian Music’

w/Romanovsky and Phillips
1-2:30 pm Sea Kayaking
2:30-6 pm Lakewood excursions w/Don

Volleyball, walk to town, Asticou Gardens,
hiking, bicycling, R and R

3-4:30 pm Sea kayaking

4:30-6 pm Political Panel Discussion -
‘Our Civil Rights’

6:00-7:30 pm Dinner Extravaganza = —

7:00-8:00 pm 12-step meeting / B A UR S
Bi-sexual Concerns Drop-In REALESTATE we

8:45 pm - Concert with Sons and Lovers, followed CEFYY VA W AT Y
by Dance with DJ. Adjoining coffechouse X‘{ EA ETT pOTEi
will be available for coffec, discussions, A - .

and games. .
Monday, August 18 Office: (207) 782-8311
7-8:30am gf:;f;(cayakmg. Bird watches, Walks, Fax: {?ﬂ?} 782-2232
8:30-10:00 am Brunch Mary Jane VanderSluis Pager: 851-3899
10:00-12 pm Workshop: w/ Del Martin and Phyllis
Lyon ‘Four Decades of Lesbian Herstory’ . ; . ;
10 pm- Light Hike - Gorham Mtn. with queer ‘ 155 Center Street » Auburn, Maine 04210
naturalists and see the sea cave. :
12:00-1:30 pm Closing Circle
1:30-Sunset You are Welcome to remain and enjoy the

town and surroundings. Grounds and
facilities remain available for use.
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House Cleaning :

Psychotherapist

(603) 528-4414

(603) 2

Par Excellence

Miriam Otis Allen
& 207-741-2010 l

di-verse

PROFESSIONALLY ORIENTED

Specializing in Same-Gender Orientation

230 Park cFoenue
Portland, SMaine 04102-2926

for Human Service Professionals

207-774-3629

Awareness Education

Nina R. Mowucone, RN, BSN, MS
1590 Onterwale Koad
Bethel, cMaine 04217-5508

Mary S. Mumford
MS. MSW, CCSW, CADAC

Mouttonboro Famiiy Health Care Office 7
Harbor Square. Route 25
Center Harbor. NH 03226

53-3823

207-824-2736

s

Temporary staffing, recruiting, ovtplacement

CAREFER PROSPECTS, INC

Dennis Hatch--Tom Broussard
640 Congress St. Portland, Maine 04101 (207) 772-1475/772-1042 fux

ATTORNEY AT LAW

P.O Box 6657
PORTLAND, MAINE 04101

AFFORDABLE LEGAL SERVICES

ADOFTIONS, ESTATE PLANNING, WILLS, POWERS OF ATTORNEY

JANET E. MILLEY |

Thomas S. Mullins

Phone: 207 775-7465
Fax: 207 775-7467
jmilley@gowebway.com

JUDITH M. WOHL

ATTORNEY AT LAW

~ Antique
¢ Silver
. & Linen
P.O. Box 1493 (603) 456-3695
‘i1 Concord, NH 03302-1493 Fax (603) 456-3079

(207) 778-9500

ERTIFIED 1-800-640-2543

Serving our Community with Pride

103 Exchange Street
Portland, Maine 04101

since 1985

Telephone (207)774-5288
Fax (207)774-3147
e-mail: jwohl@gwi.net

Free half hour initial consultation

ALES
¢ pOFESSIONALS
= - DONNA J. GISH

SALES CONSULTANT

>

FRANKLIN CHRYSLER-PLYMOUTH

Groups v Individuals v Couples °

DODGE-JEEP-EAGLE Transgender
WILTON ROAD “ Awarcness
FARMINGTON, ME 04938 \\
Belfast Office N
338-0184

Diane Keubler, LCSW

\_Gay-Lesbian-Bisexual

Brief & Long Term
Psychotherapy

U

A R ¥~ ] S T
207 761 2808
WHIMSICAL WORKS

ON MURALS
wooD INTERIORS
CANVAS ACRYLIC PAINTINGS

2 & 3 DIMENSIONAL
CONSTRUCTIONS

Norma Kraus Eule
M&W, LC3W

Licensed Clinical Social Worker

Individual, Group and
Relationship Therapy

10 Minot Avenue
Auburn, Maine 04210

(207) 784-8747

HELP THROUGH PSYCHOTHERAPY

v loss v Relationshics

v HIV

v Self-esteem

v Addictions v Depression

PORTLAND 7745025 9858043 KENNEBUNK
i Richard Waitzkin, LCSW

Coastal Counseling Center, Inc.

Coming Out Issues Trauma/Abuse
Substance Abuse Grief/Loss
Couples Conflict Eating Disorders

HIV/AIDS/Chronic lliness Internalized Homophobia

Day & Evening by Appointment
Most Insurances Accepted
Offices in York and Saco

(207) 363-0038

business

Call 207/282-4311
for more info.

would

Your

card

VICTORIA ZAVASNIK, PH.D.

Licensed Chnical Professional Counselor
Licensed Substance Abuse Counselor

Familics
foOd
alCohoI

abUsc

Scxualily

775-6595

Back Cove Counseling Center
527 OCEAN AVE.

PORTLAND, MAINE 04103

look
great
here!

|6 Oak Ridge Road
umberland Center, Maine 04021-9323
{Tel (207)829-3379

| Fax (207)829-4424
-mail: pklaw@ime.net

Serving the Legal Needs of the Gay
and Lesbian Community

PAMELA KNOWLES LAWRASON

Attorney at Law






