21 June 1945
Dear Ones,

Nothing special this noon'= ‘things are busy but not too exciting, No mail; in Dave Owen's
letter of a few days.back, he wrote that I will get one course credit for basic training and
0CS, -That means that I.will have 14 credits all told - I 'need 15 and a thesis for gradwation
In ennnection @ave mentioned the idea ( in a round about way ) that if under the point sys- .
tem it looks as though I will be in the service for a longer :time than originally expected

I snould hot'altogcaﬁwr preclude. the 1dea of going .Jtralbht into Law School,

'Tre news this noon told of the UNCIU unanimnou s denunclatz on of Fr a.nco!s Spain since the
CFalanglsts came 1o power under the aegis of the axis; thatisa good first sign, I houe

the next step is to Yr-aden the idea ‘to include Argentma and nations vhere fascism has

- a foothold, whether actively sponsored by the axis or nots The point which I think should:
be clear is that here we have a definite indication that is directly contradictory to what
the people who overemphasized the significance of the Argentine move by the US would have
had us beliefe - namely, ‘that eur principles are being forgotten, the news also mentioned
. that the Rep blicans are still trying to hamper the Reciprocal Trade Legislation - this time
they were defeated in. en au’sempt to exenpt farm produc ts from 'the Act,

“In ‘eonnection w1th the death of Buckner, I have here anothc,r Lawrence article in whn ch he
‘lashes out 2t the strategy of the Okinawa campaigne His complaints scem. to run in tew
directions. The first is that the Navy is suffering undu@easual ties; he blames this on the
failure of the ground forces to secure operational airfields in tlme to cover the second
phases of the attack after the beachheads. he second is his evaluatlon of the Army and
Marine method of i‘lghmsngxg he calls the Army glow and proddin Iand unimaginative, in com-
parison with the emphibious lighfing methods of the Marines. 'here i's. ecertainly some
justification .for certain of his arguments; but in his analysis of the strategic and tacti-
cal problems of fighting the Japs on land he does not tell the whole. story. e true story
of the Zaipen eréagement will ‘probably never be known, but cer tainly it was proof of the.
validi ty not of the Marines! quick casualty rush ahead method but of the Army poliey of
~cleaning up and not bypasmng strong points of resistance; Lawrence did not mention the
resul ts of Bloody Iwo 'Tlma in his arguient for Marine tactics,., He did fot: merstion the Army
_giccesses of MacArthur in ‘the South West Pacific, And the couparison of the Biropean'

and Japanese theatres of operatlons isdmot justified. Probably the slow ftortucusbatile ug
“the .L‘tdl.l.dn peninsula ig the only .Ln.;'tancu where the itwo are éven .closely related, All in
all, ‘T wo ulq say that dawrence is right in pointing out that there is still a lot of work
%6 be done in the cordination of strategy and tactics betwsen the services; but if ‘he think
s that any system can be devised under current méthods tha t will not be costly in men and
equlymenﬁ as we move into the heart. area of Jaoan, he 'is motaken. Far be it from me“to i
whi tewash the various comnands ~ I just don't like the impression that Lawrence gives that |
we are seeing bungling the equal of Pearl Harbor; that is unfair and untrue and unwise war=
time journalism, The czltlcal ap,groach taken by the Times “C\l torial I thoug;ht whowed much.
be tter Judé;rnent. ;

I bope ‘that my reaction 1o rec,elvnxé, an invi tatlon 10 the wedding . did not canse any rume
pus; I guess I was feeling a little ornery that day, You know, I was glad. to hear you ..
mPritlon that Sophie. Dorgey rvcdlleg ny letter of last Xmastime - I was pretty sure that I
had written to them at that time; I guess it was the Martins whom I'skippeds As for tle |
current discussion abou b the ﬂnuer'or of Jagan IT'an a little mystified = it seems abvious %c
me that he is ’rm, Living syrlbol to. the Japanese of what bthney are llvm& and dying for now
and that the loglcal thing is' to destroy him and his symboliam, So what if the Jdpanese. are
thrown into chaocs = is Hhat what total military defeat should do® ;

That sort of covers things for i

8 noontime ‘= all my love to you all =




