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by Debra Madore

Aroostook County is located in
northern Maine and often referred to
simply as “The County”. Aroostook
County is the largest county east of the
Mississippi, a mostly wilderness area
larger than the states of Connecticut and
Rhode Island combined. However, our
population base is approximately
70,000, with an average of 13 people per
square mile. It is a beautiful area full of
lakes, forests, wildlife and farmland.

Because of the real (and perceived)
isolation and rural nature of the area,
many people living here don’t believe
that HIV is an important issue for them.
Isolation has become a state of mind as
well as a geographical fact. Educating
people living here about HIV/AIDS is
especially challenging because of this
isolationism. The particular demograph-
ics make communication about sensitive
issues especially difficult to address, cre-
ating an atmosphere conducive to fear,
prejudice and discrimination.

A group of Aroostook County citi-
zens formed in 1995 to address the very
important issues. Calling themselves the
Artists For AIDS awareness (AFAA)
they are dedicated to HIV/AIDS educa-
tion and prevention. Their goal is to
nurture a more compassionate, support-
ive, and understanding community.

This group’s work centers mainly
on their annual “Benefit to Celebrate
Life” fund-raising event. All proceeds
are used for HIV/AIDS prevention edu-
cation projects in The County. Preven-
tion efforts remain the best means of
stopping the spread of HIV. Further-
more, effective prevention programs
raise awareness and can positively im-
pact the care and treatment of those al-
ready infected and affected by HIV. No
single prevention technique can resolve
the many-layered challenge of HIV.
However, each effort builds on indi-
vidual lessons learned to better address
the complex epidemic.

Artists For AIDS awareness has
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supported local projects including: co-
ordinating World AIDS Day activities
including “Day Without Art”, Aroostook
Teen Conference, Northern Lambda
Nord - Health 1st HIV Prevention
Phoneline Project, financial support for
services for people living with HIV/
AIDS, and a modest granting program
titled “HIV Prevention Education Using
the Arts”. This program promotes HIV/
AIDS prevention education activities
using the arts in Aroostook non-profit
youth programs and public schools.
AFAA believes that using the arts to pro-
mote HIV prevention education in local
youth projects will benefit our commu-
nities in a number of ways. First, youths
will have the opportunity to increase
their skills for safer-sex decisions, which
necessarily include postponement. Sec-
ond, youth will learn about HIV/AIDS
and the ways that they can reduce their
risk of infection. Third, it is our hope
that, through this project, fear and dis-
crimination towards those infected and
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affected by HIV/AIDS will be reduced,
if not eliminated. Finally, arts programs
in schools are ready targets for reduced
funding. We believe the arts a necessary
and vital part of youth education pro-
grams. In the end, we hope to encour-
age and support an effective and coura-
geous response to the HIV/AIDS crisis
by the Aroostook community.

AFAA is able to offer financial
support for these kinds of projects
through community support of
fundraising efforts including the annual
benefit. The 3rd Annual “Benefit to
Celebrate Life”” will be held on Satur-
day March 22 at the Caribou Inn and
Convention Center. The evening in-
cludes “‘mocktails” by the pool, a buffet
dinner, live entertainment, and an auc-
tion of original works of art by local art-
ists, some of whom have shown inter-
nationally.

We are especially proud to have

one particular piece. This is a quilt that
See AFAA, page 12
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'""The time has come"’
for gay Rights in Maine

by Francis X. Quinn

AUGUSTA, Maine (AP) _ Ex-
pressing optimism over the prospects for
passage of a bill to extend legal protec-
tions against discrimination to homo-
sexuals, a Portland lawmaker sponsor-
ing the legislation said Friday “‘the time
has come” for gay rights in Maine.

“Frankly, I wish passage of this bill
were not necessary but, sadly, that is not
the case,” Republican Sen. Joel
Abromson said in a prepared statement.

“We need to send a strong message
that it is no longer permissible to allow
discrimination against gays and lesbians
when they fill out a job application, wish
to buy a house or rent an apartment, want
to eat in a public restaurant or apply for
credit,” Abromson said.

The bill would amend state law to
specify that “‘sexual orientation” could
not be used to justify discrimination in
the areas of employment, housing, pub-
lic accommodations and credit.

Currently, state law offers anti-dis-
crimination protections in those areas in
cases involving race, color, religion, sex,
age, ancestry or national origin and
physical or mental disability.

Abromson’s bill exempts religious
groups.

“I have every confidence this bill
will pass the Senate,” Abromson said.
“I took special care to exempt religious
organizations from this proposal to re-

move those concerns from this debate.
My proposal has support from Gover-
nor King and I am hopeful that we can
marshal enough votes in the House for
passage as well.”

Among the co-sponsors of the leg-
islation are the chairmen of the Judiciary
Committee that will review it, Sen. Su-
san Longley, D-Liberty, and Rep. Rich-
ard Thompson, D-Naples.

Co-sponsors include five Demo-
crats and five Republicans, with four
from the Senate and six from the House.

Also pending before the Judiciary
Committee is a citizen initiative to ban
same-sex marriage in Maine. The pro-
posal was sponsored by Concerned
Maine Families.

The initiative, which would go be-
fore state voters unless enacted by the
Legislature, includes language declaring
that “persons of the same sex may not
contract marriage.” It also would require
the state to refuse to recognize such
marriages performed in other states.

Both houses of the Legislature ap-
proved a gay-rights bill for the first time
in 1993, but it was vetoed by then-Gov.
John R. McKeman. King has said he
would sign it.

In 1995, Maine voters rejected a
ballot question to restrict gay rights. The
measure initiated by Concemed Maine
Families was turned back, 53 percent to
47 percent.

Political Activism by reporters prohibited

by Hunter T. George

OLYMPIA, Wash. (AP) _A news-
paper may prohibit political activism by
its reporters to protect its credibility, the
state Supreme Court ruled Thursday in
the case of a journalist who was reas-
signed after campaigning for a gay-rights
measure.

The court held that a state law pro-
tecting employees from discrimination
on the basis of their political activities
does not apply to newspapers.

“Editorial integrity and credibility
are core objectives of editorial control
and thus merit protection under the free
press clauses,” Justice Richard Sanders
wrote.

The ruling dealt another blow to
Sandy Nelson’s bid to be reinstated as a
reporter for The News Tribune of
Tacoma.

““This is not over,” said Ms. Nelson,
a journalist for 17 years.

Ms. Nelson, 40, was an education
reporter for the newspaper until six years
ago, when she was assigned to an edit-
ing job against her will after her superi-
ors learned she was campaigning for a
local gay-rights initiative.

News Tribune editors said the
award-winning writer did not lose her
reporting job because of her political
beliefs. In fact, the newspaper’s edito-
rial board endorsed the gay-rights ini-
tiative, which failed at the polls.

But editors feared the state’s third-
largest newspaper would lose credibil-
ity with its readers if a reporter crossed
the line between newsgathering and
news making.

Ms. Nelson sued McClatchy
Newspapers Inc., which owns The News
Tribune, arguing that the reassignment
violated the Fair Campaign Practices
Act.

A judge dismissed the claim on
grounds that the First Amendment al-
lows newspapers to control the content
of their publications. Five members of
the high court agreed.

Two justices dissented, saying the
newspaper cannot claim immunity from
the Fair Campaign Practices Act since
no one suggested that Ms. Nelson’s re-
porting was influenced in any way by
her political views. ;

Sixty-eight groups representing
unions, gay rights, animal rights and the
Freedom Socialist Party signed a brief
in support of Ms. Nelson, who describes
herself as a supporter of a variety of “so-
cialist feminist” causes. :

The News Tribune’s position was
backed by Allied Daily Newspapers, a
trade group representing Washington
newspapers. The group said most papers
and The Associated Press follow indus-
try guidelines that recommend avoiding
situations that could cause a conflict of
interest, or even the appearance of one.

Explosion Rocks Bar in Atlanta

Washington, DC., On February 22,
1997. A pipe bomb covered with nails ex-
ploded in a crowded Atlanta gay bar injur-
ing several people. A second pipe bomb was
found outside the establishment and was
later detonated by police.

The attack comes at a time of in-
creasing anti-gay rhetoric. At least one anti-
gay bill has been introduced each day in state
legislatures thus far in 1997, according to a
report recently released by NGLTE

" “Asthe extremist Right steps up its
verbal and legislative assault, violence
against gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgen-
der people is on the rise,” said Kerry Lobel
executive director of NGLTFE “What begins
as rhetoric, can often have tragic conse-
quences.”

Atlanta police said this bombing,
the fourth to strike the city in seven months,
has similarities to a January double-bomb-
ing at an Atlanta abortion clinic and the
deadly July attack at the Olympic Games.
All are thus far unsolved.

“We encourage FBI and local law
enforcement officials to do everything in
their power to solve these bombings,” Lobel
continued. “They are acts of cowardice, that
strike out against innocent bystanders.

NGLTF has written to President
Clinton, Attorney General Reno and FBI
Director Freeh, to alert them of the incident
and call for their action.

“My purpose in writing you, Mr.
President, is to echo concerns we have
voiced to you earlier about the rising rheto-

ric of hate in this country and its devastat-
ing results,” wrote executive director Kerry
Lobel in a letter to the President dated Feb-
ruary 22. We ask you to speak out loudly
against this crime, as you did in double-
bombing of the women’s health clinic,
deadly attacks at the Olympic Games, and
burnings of black and multi-racial churches.
The time has come for people of good will
fromall across America to speak out against
hate in our country.”

In another letter to Attorney Gen-
eral Janet Reno, NGLTF’s Lobel asked the
Department of Justice to closely monitor the
situation, and, if necessary, lend assistance
to local law enforcement authorities “to en-
sure the collection of all needed informa-
tion to determine whether or not this was a
hate crime.”

Georgia civil rights and hate crimes
laws do not include sexual orientation. The
state also has a same-gender sodomy law.
According to executive director Lobel, “Tc-
day we stand with Georgians who are work-
ing every day to fight against discrimina-
tion and for their civil rights. Like them, we
will not rest until this bomber is brought to
justice.”

NGLTF urges anyone with infor-
mation to call FBI and Bureau of Alcohol
Tobacco and Firearms hotline at 1-888-ATF-
BOMB.

This message was issued by the Na-
tional Gay and Lesbian Task Force Field
Department.
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Clinton applauded for statement on
Atlanta bombing;

Bombing underscores the importance of State
and Federal hate crimes laws

Washington, DC., February 25,
1997... Shaken by the bombing of a les-
bian bar in Atlanta last Friday, gay, les-

President and the Attorney General’s

statements condemning the bombing of

the Otherside Lounge, a bar patronized
by lesbians, gay men, bisexuals and
transgenders,” stated NGLTF executive
director Kerry Lobel. “Let this violent
and despicable act serve as a reminder
that more leadership and action is needed
in ensuring the safety and equality of
gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender
Americans,” added Lobel.

Friday’s bombing highlights the
lack of civil rights laws in Georgia for
its gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgen-
der citizens. According to NGLTF,
Georgia’s civil rights and hate crimes
laws do not include sexual orientation.
The state also has a same-gender sod-
omy law. “This bombing underscores
the vital importance of hate crime laws
in every state, including Georgia, and the
absolute necessity that crimes based on
sexual orientation be included in those
laws,” stated Lobel, According to
NGLTF 19 states and the District of
Columbia have hate crimes laws that
include sexual orientation, while 19
states have hate crime laws that do not
include sexual orientation. Georgia is
one of 12 states with no hate crimes law.

NGLTF urges anyone with infor-
mation about the Atlanta bombings to
call FBI and Bureau of Alcohol Tobacco
and Firearms hotline at 1-888-ATF-
BOMB.

bian, bisexual, and transgender people
nationwide were eager for Presidential
response. Last night, in a speech be-
fore the Democratic Business Council,
the President condemned the bombing
of the nightclub as wrong. The National
Gay and Lesbian Task Force (NGLTF)
wrote the President immediately after
the incident voicing its concem over the
extreme prevalence of anti-gay hate
crimes and requesting the President
speak out against this latest terrorist
incident in Atlanta.

The following is an excerpt from
the President’s speech: I think we did
the right thing to try to combat in a very
aggressive way these church burnings.
And I might say, the recent bombing of
the gay nightclub in Atlanta reminds us
that this work is not over. That was
wrong, and we have to stand against
those things. We have to go forward
together. We don’t have anybody to
waste.

Today Attorney General Janet
Reno also issued a statement condemn-
ing the bombing. The Attorney General
stated the FBI and ATF are “pursuing
all motives, including the possibility
that the crime was motivated by the
sexual orientation of the patrons at the
club.”

“The Task Force applauds the



Partisans Eye Effect of Same-Sex
marriage ban on Gay Rights

by Francis X. Quinn

AUGUSTA, Maine (AP) _ Could
the Maine referendum drive to ban
same-sex marriage help promote pas-
sage of a state gay rights bill?

With both measures pending be-
fore the Legislature’s Judiciary Commit-
tee, it is too early to say. But some gay
rights advocates believe the presence of
the marriage ban on the legislative
agenda may work to their advantage.

“I suppose on the one hand, it
could,” said Sen. Joel Abromson, R-
Portland, the chief sponsor of the bill to
add sexual orientation to the list of pro-
tected categories in Maine’s human
rights law.

Abromson reasons that for law-
makers weighing the issue of gay mar-
riage, “‘there may be some who say, well,
that’s going too far, but I'm willing to
support the human rights bill.”

“On the other hand,” Abromson
adds, “I hope it doesn’t confuse people,
because from that point of view it could
hurt.”

Some proponents of the gay rights
measure say it was the latter concern that
motivated discussion about letting the
Legislature take up the citizen initiative
immediately without referring it to com-
mittee. Their thinking assumed that the
same-sex marriage ban will be enacted
one way or the other _ either by law-
makers themselves or by state voters at
referendum.

After all, Congress and President
Clinton approved a federal Defense of
Marriage Act last fall and 17 states have
banned gay marriages.

Allowing Maine lawmakers to ap-
prove a same-sex marriage ban right

away, according to some pro-gay rights
partisans, might set up debate on
Abromson’s anti-discrimination mea-
sure in a less emotionally charged atmo-
sphere.

In the end, however, the initiative
to ban same-sex marriage was routinely
referred to committee. Abromson says
he only hopes that the panel will take up
the two matters separately.

Vice Chairman Lawrence
Lockman of Concerned Maine Families,
the organization that has spearheaded the
proposed ban on same-sex marriage,
says it is a “good question” whether the
push for gay rights will benefit from the
debate over the citizen initiative.

The issue of same-sex marriage
may make gay rights “look moderate by
comparison” to some lawmakers, said
Lockman. But, he adds, “the way we
look at it, ... they are at root the very
same issues because they are based on
the same legal premise. ... Do gays and
lesbians qualify as a group that gets pro-
tected group status?”

Lockman said gay rights oppo-
nents hope to make a successful stand
in the House of Representatives, which
Abromson suggests will be the key
battleground. In the event that the mea-
sure is enacted, Lockman said it was
likely the opponents would mount a ref-
erendum challenge known as a people’s
veto.

Abromson’s bill would cover em- |

ployment, housing, public accommoda-
tions and credit, exempting religious
organizations.

Co-sponsors include the chairmen
of the Judiciary Committee that will re-
view it.
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Freedom to Marry Roundtable

by Angel Castro

The Freedom to Marry Roundtable
is a body of both individuals and orga-
nizations such as GLAD, Maine Civil
Liberties Union, Maine Legal, Maine
Speakout Project and The Matlovich
Society. Their goal is to educate and
inform people regarding issues concermn-
ing same gender marriage.

Their hope is that members of the
community be capable of speaking ef-
fectively and supportively on the sub-
ject of same gender marriage. One of
the speakers, Sue Hyde, Field Organizer
for the National Gay Lesbian Task Force
(NGLTF) asked a question that surpris-
ingly enough many people do not have
a clear answer to, the question was
“What is marriage?”’ The answer is; Mar-
riage is a basic human right. Marriage
is an individual, personal, choice. And
so it should be for all Americans.

The efforts of the Roundtable are
not intended to force any religion to ei-

ther recognize or perform same-gender
marriage ceremonies but to remind all
people that there is and should be sepa-
ration of Church and State, not just in
theory but also in practice. We, as
Americans, have basic constitutional
rights and as a society we must respect
and protect those rights for everyone.
This is not an issue of “special rights”
but rather one of “basic rights”.

Members of the community must
ban together to insure and defend those
precious rights. Speak with your fami-
lies and friends and more importantly
write a letter to your Congressmen and
to our Governor Angus King and let him
know that “No one can justify Equal
Rights on a limited basis.”

The Freedom to Marry Roundtable
met March 1st at the YWCA and con-
tinue to meet on a regular basis. FMI
call Maine Speakout Project (207) 879-
0480
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Stop LD 1017: The Marriage and Family
Protection bill!

If passed, this bill will prohibit same-gender couples from receiving the same legal
protections accorded heterosexual couples through one of the most widely recognized
civil contracts: marriage.

Key Points: Without the legal right to a civil masriage, same-gender couples do not
have family health coverage, medical and bereavement leave, child custody, tax benefits
and pension plans.

*LD 1017 is Unfair!*
This bill will not require any religion to perform or recognize these marriages.
*LD 1017 is Unnecessary!*

The U.S. Supreme court declared marriage a fundamental right under the.constitu-
tion!

*LD 1017 is Unconstitutional!*

Here’s how you can help:

Contact your legislator and tell her or him to vote NO on LD 1017.

If your legislator agrees with you, ask her or him to testify when this bill is heard in
a public hearing. ;

. Long-time couples (15+ years) are needed to speak at a public hearing. It’s reward-
ing and you’ll get plenty of moral support! If interested, contact MLGPA at 1-800-55-
MLGPA or 761-3732.

More to come!

MLGPA is tracking this legislative session’s important bills that affect our lives: An
Act to Prevent Discrimination based on sexual orientation, An Act to Provide Confidenti-
ality of Health Care Information and an Act regarding Collection of Bias Motivation Data
Through Uniform Crime Reporting.

Make that call! Leave a message for your...

...State Senator at: 1-800-423-6900 or 1-207-287-1540

...State Representative at: 1-800-423-2900 or 1-207-287-1400

The “Marriage and Family Protection Bill” denies gay and lesbian couples the right
to equal benefits through civil marriage. Stop LD 1017!

MLGPA P.O. Box 232 Hallowell, ME 04347 AN ACT TO PREVENT DISCRIMI-
NATION MLGPA Lobbies for Equal Protection

This bill will finally make it illegal to discriminate against people in Maine based
solely on their sexual orientation. It says that you cannot be fired from a job, evicted from
an apartment, denied a loan, or turned away from a restaurant or hotel if you are, or some-
one just thinks you are gay, lesbian, or bisexual. This bill will provide the same protections
that already exist on the basis of age, sex, race, marital status, disability, religion and
national origin under the Maine Human Rights Act. Connecticut, Massachusetts, Ver-
mont, and Rhode Island have already outlawed this kind of discrimination.

Maine still has discrimination!

In a recent Maine survey, ninety-four percent of gays, lesbians, and bisexuals re-
sponding have been victims of some form of discrimination. Hate-crime statistics prove
that the number of anti-gay beatings and harassment is rising throughout the state. Some
victims are afraid to press charges, when it means they could be fired or evicted just for
coming forward. Special remedies, not special rights

Some people think it’s their right to discriminate against lesbians, gays and bisexu-
als. Remember — this kind of prejudice is still legal in the State of Maine. All across this
country the religious right is battling to impose its fundamentalist doctrine on lawmakers
and citizens alike. These same extremists have opposed almost every civil rights effort in
the past. Now they want us all to believe that these basic human rights we seek are special.

Religious freedom will be maintained

This bill specifically says that all religious organizations are guaranteed the right to
practice their faith according to their beliefs.

What you can do to help:

write your legislator, express your concern for equal treatment for everyone!

Phone your legislator (for representatives call 1-800-423-2900, for senators call 1-
800-423-6900)

volunteer your time (we have a constituent lobby day and a public hearing on the bill
coming soon)

call MLGPA, leave your name, address, and phone number, and we’ll call you soon
about when, where, and how we need your time and effort.
MLGPA..... 1-800-556-5472 or 761-3732 in Portland

% PARKSIDE #'

WOMEN'S COUNSELING

Confidential Affordable Empowering Psychotherapy
Vivian Wadas, L.C.P.C., Lesbian Feminist Practitioner

(207) 774 - 2403
236 Park Avenue, Portland, ME 04102-2926

LHP/SM Offers Free Cancer Screening Clinic

The Lesbian Health Project of Southern Maine, in conjunction with Portland
Public Health, will offer a Cancer Screening Clinic for Lesbians on Saturday,
March 15 from 9:00 A.M. to 3:00 PM.

The screening includes a pap, pelvic, and breast exam.

Services are offered free of charge; donations large and small enable LHP/SM
to continue offering services. If you would like to send a donation to help

sponsor this clinic, please make your check payable to LHP/SM and mail to PO
Box 11048 Portland ME 04101.

To set up an appointment, and to see if you qualify for a free mammogram, call
LHP/SM at (207)657-5864.
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‘“Don’t ask Don’t tell’’ Doesn’t work

by Robert Burns .

WASHINGTON (AP) _ More
members of the military are being kicked
out for homosexuality than when Presi-
dent Clinton entered office pledging to
stop discrimination against gays in uni-
form, according to Pentagon figures re-
leased Wednesday.

The Pentagon said it couldn’t ex-
plain the increase, but a legal aid group
that is an advocate for gay rights said it
shows commanders are conducting
witch hunts and investigating women
who spurn men’s sexual advances.

Asked about the figures during a
photo session, Defense Secretary Will-
iam Cohen said he was not familiar with
the details but said it was his understand-
ing that “‘gyrations” occur from year to
year in the numbers. The current num-
bers do not “warrant a change in policy,”
he said.

“I don’t think you can call it a dis-
mal failure,” Cohen said of the
Pentagon’s approach.

The Servicemembers Legal De-
fense Network, which provides legal aid
to troops accused of homosexuality, pub-
lished Defense Department figures that
show the number of service members
discharged for homosexuality jumped to
850in 1996 from 722 in 1995. The num-
ber was 682 in 1993, Clinton’s first year

in office.

- That figure represents an 18 per-
cent increase over the previous year and
a42 percent increase from 1994, the year
in which the policy, designed to help end
discrimination against gays in the mili-
tary, was put into effect. Of that, 29 per-
cent of those discharged for homosexu-
ality in the last fiscal year were women,
even though women make up only 13
percent of active-duty service members.

Army Gen. John Shalikashvili,
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
said the “don’t ask, don’t tell” policy
adopted in the first Clinton administra-
tion was intended “to make life more
tolerable and to be more inclusive then
exclusive.”

“If the allegations in the study are
in fact correct, that’s an aberration that
must be corrected,” Shalikashvili said
during a question-and-answer session at
American University.

Michelle Benecke, a retired Army
captain who is a co-director of the legal
aid group, told a news conference the
military is routinely violating its own
policy by investigating suspicions or
rumors of homosexuality without cred-
ible evidence.

She said women, both lesbians and
heterosexuals, are accused of being gay
when they reject sexual advances or re-

port sexual abuse. She said some women
report giving in to sexual demands in
order to avoid being rumored to be a les-
bian.

“The result is a command climate
where ‘anything goes’ in the pursuit of
suspected gay personnel,” she said.

After resistance from the Pentagon
and the Congress to his original ,prom-
ise of a blanket moratorium on anti-gay
discrimination in the military, Clinton
struck an awkward “don’t ask, don’t tell”
compromise in 1994.

The policy is supposed to allow
homosexuals to serve if they keep their
sexual orientation private, and punish
those who engage in homosexual acts
or take actions that call attention to their
orientation. Commanders are not to ask
about sexual orientation or launch inves-
tigations without credible evidence.

Benecke said her organization,
through its contact with service mem-
bers fighting dismissals, had recorded
hundreds of instances of “don’t ask,
don’t tell” violations. Some are deliber-
ate abuses, but many are the result of
commanders not having been adequately
trained in executing the policy, Benecke
said.

She said there is a “wink-and-smile
attitude” among senior commanders to-
ward witch hunts.

Maj. Monica Aloisio, a Pentagon
spokeswoman, said the Defense Depart-
ment was aware of the assertions that it
has not faithfully followed its policy on
gays.

“We will review the report care-
fully and if there is credible and specific
information presented in this regard, we
will look into the allegations and take
appropriate action,” she said.

The Pentagon promised to look
into similar allegations made by the
same group last year, but it never issued
a public report of findings. Aloisio, the
spokeswoman, said the Pentagon could
not explain the increase in gays dis-
charged from the service.

“We just don’t know,” she said.

Appearing at the news conference
was Nicole Galvan, who said she was
forced out of West Point last year after
her commander questioned her about her
sexual orientation. After she refused to
answer, she was forced to surrender a
personal diary which she had started af-
ter her mother died two years earlier. She
said her computer e-mail files also were
confiscated.

“I felt violated and humiliated,”
Galvan, 22, told reporters. “I felt alone,
confused, afraid.” _

She has asked the Army’s inspec-
tor general to investigate her case.

Bishop under fire for offering services

ROCHESTER, N.Y. (AP) _ The
spiritual leader of Rochester’s Roman
Catholics says he can uphold the
church’s teachings on homosexuality
while offering gays and lesbians a
chance to participate in a special service.

Bishop Matthew Clark, head of the
400,000-member Diocese of Rochester,
plans to offer a Mass for gay and les-
bian Catholics on March 1 at Sacred
Heart Cathedral, the Rochester Demo-
crat and Chronicle reported today.

The Mass has already generated
phone calls and letters, diocesan officials
said. ,

“Ireally don’t think it’s a very good
idea,” said Dee Dries, a member of the
local chapter of Catholics United for the
Faith. “The bishop is disloyal to the Holy
Father in promoting this. In many places
in the Bible homosexuality is called an
abomination.”

Clark told the newspaper that he
hopes to make gays and lesbians feel

Aid Sought for Gay Holocaust Victims

by Alexander G. Higgins
Geneva (AP) _ A homosexual delegation met with Swiss officials Thursday to urge
that gays receive a fair share of a new $71 million humanitarian fund for needy Holocaust

victims.

Homosexuals were among those groups _ including Jews, gypsies, Slavs and com-
munists _ targeted by the Nazis for concentration camps and extermination.
The mieeting in the Swiss capital of Bern came a day after the Swiss government

welcome in the church, and said Catho-
lics should not equate offering Mass for
homosexuals with endorsing homosexu-
ality.

“That puzzles me in light of the
fact that I have gone to the Monroe
County Jail every Christmas moming for
18 years and no one says to me, ‘by gath-
ering those people, you are blessing ar-
son and grand theft and murder and
rape,”’ Clark said. “We have gathered
all kinds of people all through the years

without making any dreadful judg-
ments.”

The Mass for gays and lesbians
will be arelatively rare one. Only a hand-
ful of the 150 dioceses in the United
States have held such liturgies, and only
about 30 have any form of outreach min-
istry for gays and lesbians, church offi-
cials said.

While the church recognizes ho-
mosexuality as an orientation, it de-
scribes homosexual activity as a sin.

Minorities increasingly feel the effects of AIDS

Milwaukee (AP) Women, minorities and children increasingly are feeling the effect
of the AIDS epidemic, a report on Milwaukee-area HIV cases shows.

Minorities accounted for 75 percent of newly-reported cases of HIV infection in the

city of Milwaukee in 1995.

New cases among women have doubled in the past five years, according to the report
by community and government health agencies. In the past, gay white men have borne the

brunt of the epidemic.

formally founded the fund. The gay organization Pink Cross argued that money should aid
any Holocaust victim, regardless of race or religion, or political or sexual orientation.

“We had the feeling that we were met with open ears,” said Pink Cross spokesman
Rolf Gerber. He said the meeting with the government’s task force on Holocaust victims
was “very open and productive.”

Pink Cross will work to put needy homosexual Holocaust victims in touch with
the fund’s administrators, Gerber said. Meanwhile, government officials said it would take
several weeks to ready the account so that the first payments can be made.

: Even as the humanitarian fund is being set up, researchers are uncovering more
details both on those who died in the war and the perpetrators _ and their links to neutral
Switzerland.

Expert investigators heard this week that there is evidence that a top official of a
major German bank dealt extensively on the black market, from a base in a posh Zurich
hotel, in jewels, bank notes and gold coins looted by the Nazis.

And a 146-page report prepared by Swiss historians for investigators documents
cases of relatives running into a stonewall in trying to claim their inheritance from assets in
Switzerland.

Under heavy international pressure, Switzerland is undertaking a thorough review
of its wartime role to see whether compensation should be paid to Holocaust victims or
their heirs for any Swiss wrongs. Jewish organizations claim that Swiss banks hold up to
$7 billion in assets and interest owed Holocaust victims.

So far only the largest Swiss banks have donated money to the fund, but insurance
companies and other firms as well as the Swiss government may give later.

The trends show the need to move beyond safe-sex campaigns aimed at gay men and
needle exchange programs for drug users and to offer additional prevention programs to
reach women of child-bearing age and youths, said City Health Commissioner Paul Nannis.

The programs might include such strategies as training women to be AIDS preven-
tion experts in their neighborhoods and within special risk groups such as female partners
of drug users, he said.

“There’s nothing as effective as a neighbor talking to a neighbor” to drive home a
health message, Nannis said.

The report was prepared by the HIV Planning Council and the Ryan White HIV
Services Consortium, which oversees use of federal Ryan White Care Act money. The
groups include representatives of community and AIDS service groups.

Two years ago, city officials called a meeting of some of the groups to develop a
strategic plan for dealing with AIDS on the local level. The intent was to build on a preven-
tion plan by the Milwaukee Indian Health Board in 1993 and a care and treatment plan by
the consortium in 1991.

It was estimated in 1991 that 12,600 people in the Milwaukee area would be infected
with HIV by 1995, but only 5,300 were.

Pat McManus, director of the Black Health Coalition, which wrote the prevention
part of the report, said it affirmed trends that local health officials knew were happening on
a national scale, especially the boom in cases among African-Americans.

Janice Hand, program director of pediatrics at the Medical College of Wisconsin and

chairwoman of the Ryan White consortium, agreed.

“The second wave is now much more evident to us. Women and people of color are
a bigger concern,” she said.



by Robin Estrin

BOSTON (AP) _ Lewd gestures,
raunchy comments, requests for sexual
favors.

If they happen in the workplace,
they're grounds for a sexual harassment
lawsuit _ even if both the aggressor and
the victim are heterosexual men, Mas-
sachusetts’ highest court ruled Tuesday.

The issue of same-sex harassment
has confronted courts around the nation,
with varying results.

The Massachusetts Supreme Judi-
cial Court ruled Tuesday that three
former male employees of a Massachu-
setts lumber yard were entitled to com-
pensation after being sexually harassed
by two male supervisors.

Leonid Melnychenko, James Quill
and Stephen LaRochelle worked at a
West Springfield branch of the national
chain 84 Lumber Co. between 1989 and
1990. All three eventually quit.

The men claimed that their super-
visors, Richard Raab and Eliasel Roque,
subjected them to a constant stream of
verbal and physical abuse. They said
Raab grabbed their genitals, fondled

their buttocks, exposed himself to them
and requested sexual favors.

Raab and Roque were fired after
the allegations were raised.

The employees sued the company,
and Hampden County Judge Daniel Ford
awarded the men a total of about
$144,000 in June 1993 on the grounds
of sexual harassment. Lawyers for the
men said the total figure will nearly triple
including interest and attorneys fees fol-
lowing the SJC’s decision.

Ford described Raab’s conduct as
“demented, revolting and positively out-
rageous.”

The lumber company, which is
based just south of Pittsburgh, appealed
to the SJC, arguing the conduct could
not be sexual harassment because all the
men involved were heterosexual.

If the victims were women, it
would have been sexual harassment; if
the victims were gay, it might have been
sexual harassment as well, the lawyers
said.

“We felt that the conduct no mat-
ter how gross it is if it’s not based upon
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Sexual Harrassment can be same sex

the person’s sex, it’s not actionable,” said
84 Lumber attorney Robert Bosilovic.

The SJC, however, agreed with the
employees, saying sexual harassment
can apply to situations where both the
harasser and the harassed are the same
gender and the same sexual orientation.

“Nowhere is discrimination be-
cause of a victim’s sex made an essen-
tial element of a sexual harassment claim
in Massachusetts,” Chief Justice Herbert
Wilkins wrote.

Massachusetts law defines sexual
harassment as ‘“‘sexual advances, re-
quests for sexual favors and other ver-
bal or physical conduct of a sexual na-
fure ™

Justices Francis O’Connor and
Neil Lynch dissented, saying the plain-
tiffs did not prove that they were sexu-
ally harassed because of their gender.

The U.S. Supreme Court has never
ruled on the matter, although several at-
torneys interviewed said they feel it’s
only a matter of time before it does.

Federal courts have come to dif-
ferent conclusions. In Chicago last year,
for example, a federal judge said same-

gender sexual harassment is not a basis
for court action under civil rights law.

Charlie Ryan, one of the lawyers
for the former employees, hailed the
Massachusetts decision.

Ryan said he and others feared that
the lumber company’s reasoning would
require plaintiffs and defendants to dis-
cuss their sexual orientation in court.

‘That really would be a devastat-
ing exercise,” he said. “I don’t think
there’s anything more personal or more
intimate than one’s sexual orientation.”

Moreover, observers said, sexual
orientation shouldn’t matter.

“I think that the progress of our
civilization is to recognize that exploi-
tation is exploitation regardless of the
sex of the people or the sexual orienta-
tion,” said Paul Merry, a Boston attor-
ney who specializes in employment dis-
crimination cases.

Mary Bonauto, a lawyer for Gay
& Lesbian Advocates & Defenders, said
the SJC’s decision will avoid a “wild
goose chase” into proving whether a vic-
tim of harassment or a harasser is gay.

Three-Drug combination effective against AIDS

by Paul Recer

WASHINGTON (AP) _ Deaths
and infections were reduced by half
among AIDS patients taking a three-drug
combination that includes a new pro-
tease inhibitor drug, researchers say.

The National Institute of Allergy
and Infectious Diseases announced
Monday that a national test of drug com-
binations found that AIDS patients tak-
ing zidovudine, lamivudine and
indinavir had half the cancers, infections
and deaths of patients who were taking
a two-drug combination.

Dr. Scott Hammer of Beth Israel
Deaconess Hospital at Harvard Medical
School in Boston, national coordinator
of the study, said all patients in the study
are now being given the opportunity to
- switch to the three-drug combination or
to other experimental regimens.

“We have moved very quickly on
this,” he said.

Hammer said that by last Friday
letters had gone out to all of the centers

and patients in the drug trials, notifying
them of the findings and offering pa-
tients the chance to select a new drug
combination.

He emphasized, however, that no
patients should change their medication
routine until they have consulted with
their doctors.

Zidovudine is also known as AZT
and lamivudine is known as 3TC. They
are in a class of drugs known as reverse
transcriptase inhibitors. The third drug,
indinavir, is one of a new class of com-
pounds called protease inhibitors. The
two classes of drugs attack HIV, the
AIDS virus, in different ways.

The drug trials, said Dr. Anthony
S. Fauci, “confirm the importance of
including protease inhibitors in treat-
ment strategies for patients with ad-
vanced HIV disease.”

“Significantly, the current study
provides additional evidence that com-
bination approaches using protease in-

Daffodil Days and the
American Cancer
Society

The Cumberland Unit of the American
Cancer Society is pleased to announce that a
committee has been formed to plan the upcom-
ing Daffodil Days. This event, held by the
American Cancer Society, raises money to sup-
port its efforts to eliminate cancer as a major
health problem.

The chairwoman this year is Carol
Lavigne. Carol works as a financial analyst at
Diversified Communications in Portland.
When asked why she became involved in this
event, she stated “I wanted to volunteer because
almost everyone I know has been touched by
cancer in some way. Daffodil Days, in par-
ticular, offers an opportunity for everyone in
the community to participate in the fund-rais-
ing efforts of the American Cancer Society.”

Other committee members are: Rebecca Andrews, Amber Grant, Earl Jeffries, Debbie
Manning, Terri Powell, Stacey Silvers, Carla Stenber, Charlotte Sullivan, Gordon Keenan,
Peter Rapier, ACS Prostate Group, and the Windham High School National Honor Society.
In addition, Andy MacLean is serving as Income Development Leader and Jennifer Weast
as Communications Leader, with Linda Rohret as Executive Director.

Daffodil Days this year will be March 20, 21, and 22nd. Please contact the American
Cancer Society at 1-800-464-3102 if you are interested in either volunteering for this event

or ordering flowers.

hibitors can reduce the risk of death,”
said Fauci, director of the NIAID, the
agency that supported the drug trial.

Hammer said officials directing the
national study moved swiftly after an
independent data and safety panel moni-
toring the trials recommended ending the
tests because it was clear patients on the
three-drug combination were getting sig-
nificant benefit.

The trial had tested 1,156 HIV pa-
tients at 33 different hospitals or clinics
across the nation. The patients had been
enrolled in the study for up to a year,
with a median participation of 38 weeks.

Patients were randomly assigned to
receive either all three of the drugs, or
AZT, 3TC and a placebo.

“Survival and a delay in disease
progression were significantly better in
patients receiving the triple combination
therapy,” the NIAID reported.

Among patients on the triple drug
combination, there were 33 instances of

Professional Residential Cleaning
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Quality Service Guaranteed
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611 CONGRESS ST., PORTLAND X 773-5547

disease progression while there were 66
instances among patients taking only
AZT, 3TC and a placebo. Eight patients
on the triple drug combination died,
while 18 among the other group died.

For patients with a CD4 T-cell
count of fewer than 50 per cubic milli-
meter, a very low level, “the benefit was
statistically significant,” the agency said.

CD4 T-cells, the white blood cells
that are a key element of the body’s im-
mune system, are the primary targets of
HIV. Healthy levels are 800 to 1,200 per
cubic millimeter of blood.

The Treatment Action Group, an
AIDS activist organization, said the re-
sults of the triple combination drug trial
“could help to revolutionize treatment
for most people with AIDS.”

““This study is helping us to rethink
the way we use anti-HIV drugs,” said
Spencer Cox, a director at TAG. “For
now, the era of one-drug treatments with
modestly potent anti-virals is over.”
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News from the Granite State

CVS sued for sexual, Anti-Gay harassment

by Katharine Webster

CONCORD, N.H. (AP) _Richard
Provencher says he’s always been a pri-
vate person who minded his own busi-
ness but found himself harassed for be-
ing gay and ultimately being fired when
he protested.

He is suing the Woonsocket, R.I.-
based CVS drug store chain. He says he
was harassed sexually by his woman
boss and taunted for being homosexual
but managers failed to intervene and
found a pretext to fire him.

“I’ve always grown up a private
person,” he said. “You live your private
life, you’re the guys next door _ you're
not the couple next door,” Provencher
said.

“Inever asked for anything special.
I just wanted equal rights I basically
never even asked for my rights. I was
just doing my job, and I was an outstand-
ing performer for them,” he said.

Provencher, who now works for
the U.S. Postal Service at a much lower
salary than he earned with CVS, said he
had encountered discrimination in his
personal life. But the New Hampshire
native who grew up going to Catholic
schools and is a registered Republican,

said he had never been an activist for gay
rights.

In a telephone interview last week,
however, Provencher said he could not
discuss details of the case in which jury
selection was set to begin today in U.S.
District Court.

Although New Hampshire law does
not prohibit workplace discrimination
against gays and lesbians, Provencher
argues the harassment was a breach of
contract because it violated CVS’ own
anti-discrimination policy, according to
court records.

Jill Blackmer, a Concord lawyer
specializing in employment law, said
such lawsuits can be successful if the
company explicitly prohibits discrimina-
tion against homosexuals. However,
many companies say they “strive” for a
discrimination-free workplace, but make
no promises, she said.

Provencher also is suing for sexual
harassment and illegal retaliation under
the federal civil rights law that prohibits
discrimination on the basis of sex, Title
VII. He also names several individual
managers, claiming “intentional inflic-
tion of emotional distress.”

Provencher, a Manchester resident,

was hired by CVS as an assistant store
manager in 1988 and was promoted to
manager at a different store before be-
ing fired in 1995, a few months after fil-
ing discrimination complaints with the
state Human Rights Commission and the
federal Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission.

He suffered no harassment at his
first store placement, in Plaistow, but
after he was transferred to the Hudson
store in November 1989, his new boss
made it clear “she didn’t want a man in
the store” and it was “her goal to have
the first all-female store,” court records
said.

The store manager, Deborah
Banaian, called him a “faggot,” a
“queer,” and a “dick,” and made him ask
permission to use the bathroom. She also
grabbed his buttocks and crotch and took
off her pants and shirt in front of him,
making sexual gestures and claiming she
could make him into “areal man,” court
records said.

Meanwhile, she gave him an ex-
cessive number of written warnings
about his job performance, court records
said. Later, Banaian told him she had
acted at the encouragement of the dis-

trict manager.

When Provencher complained to
CVS managers, including one who gave
a company workshop on sexual harass-
ment, he was told to keep quiet or to put
the harassment behind him, court records
said; when he filed written grievances
with the company, CVS failed to inves-
tigate.

That changed when he filed com-
plaints with the state and federal civil
rights agencies, the lawsuit said. CVS
initiated an investigation and banned
Banaian from the Salem store
Provencher was managing at the time.

However, Provencher was fired in
May 1995 after refusing to turn over his
checks for jury duty to a different dis-
trict manager. He said the district man-
ager refused to give him a receipt; CVS
said he was fired for falsifying or alter-
ing payroll records.

Deborah Banain has counter-sued

A request from Dignity New Hampshire

Dear Friend of Dignity

On behalf of the Board
of Dignity/New England, we
are seeking your help in as-
sisting us in obtaining prizes/
donations for our Raffle
which will take place in April
1997. The proceeds from this
raffle will enable us to offer
scholarships to those in need
from the New England Re-
gion who would like to attend
the Biannual Dignity/USA
Convention, which will take
place in Boston during the
month of July.

Our goal is to solicit of-
ferings from those Hotels,
Motels, B & B’s, etc, in the
Provincetown and Ongonquit
areas. This would enable our

raffle tickets to be sold to both
the gay and straight commu-
nities as well as members from
outside New England who
would like to take advantage
of the prizes during vacations,
holidays away, etc. As always,
any offerings which you may
give to us, to be presented as a
prize, will be subject to any re-
strictions as deemed by your-
self.

Those of you who would
be so kind as to donate a prize
to us will receive a Certificate
of Donation for your tax
records. All donations to Dig-
nity/New England are tax de-
ductible up to the fullest
amount allowed by IRS regu-
lations.

Qur Jeutured. JIrograms on Yenopnuse

Herbal Support for the Menopausal Years

Monday March 3rd 7:00-8:30pm
Rebecca Petee, herbalist at Harbour Women's Health-will talk about how 1o take care of omsclves  the above address by March 17,
with herbs from the peri-menopausal years through the post-menopausal years.

Women's Writing & Women's Wisdom for Vintage Women (50+

Wednesday, March 5th 6:30-8:30pm

Women authors have given us much material for dignifying and enjoying our new "matwity" Together
with Sally Wool, M.Ed., we will sample their thoughts and share some of our own. Call for reading list.

Naturopathic Medicine for the Menopausal Years

Tuesday, April 15th, 7:00-8:30pm

Come join local naturopathic doctor, Kristy Fassler, from North Coast Family Ilealth and explore

such questions as the pros and cons of hormone replacement therapy and honoring life changes.

. service projects.

For those of you who may
not know what Dignity is, let
me take a minute to give you a
brief description of our mis-
sion. Dignity is a national or-
ganization of gay, lesbian,
transgendered and bisexual
Catholics, as well as their fami-
lies, friends and loved ones who
come together to create com-
munity. Our goal is to affirm
each other in our faith, as well
as to promote the Catholic tra-
dition through liturgy, prayer,
retreats, social activities, com-
munity building activities and
There are
Chapters of Dignity in the fol-
lowing New England areas:
Boston, Maine, New Hamp-
shire, Fall River, Hartford, New
Haven, Providence and Provin-
cetown.

We are asking that if you
can help us through a donation
of a weekend stay or one or two
night stay, please advise us at

1997. As we stated earlier,
whatever you can do to assist
us would be greatly appreci-
ated.

On behalf of the Board of
Directors for Dignity/New En-
gland, we thank you in advance
for your generosity in assisting
us in our Raffle. If there are
any questions or if you would
like more specific details,
please do not hesitate to call us
at the following numbers: Jim
Profiro-Bond (603-464-6546)
or Philippe Lachance (603-
647-9712). May the Lord bless
you in your business and in
your support of Dignity.

Sincerely

James F. Profio-Bond,
Treasurer, Dignity/New Hamp-
shire Philippe M. Lachance,
President, Dignity/New Hamp-
shire

DIGNITY/NEW HAMP-
SHIRE PO Box 7 Manchester,
New Hampshire 03105 603-
647-0206

JFree Vy/omen's Health Cxoms

Saturdays from 9:00am - 12:00pm
March 8th, March 22nd, April 5th and April 19th

Please call for an appointment at 431-1669

If you are a woman over 40 and need health services or have any questions,
please give us a call at 431-1669

TV



Crunch time for HB 421
Anti-discrimination Bill

The Coalition to End Discrimi-
nation (CED) is busy preparing for the
upcoming hearings on the bill which
will add “sexual orientation” to New
Hampshire’s Law Against Discrimina-
tion. The bill now has a number - HB
421 (It is currently and fondly referred
to as “the Bill formerly known as
1294”). 1t is anticipated that it will be
heard by the House Judiciary and Fam-
ily Law Committee in late February or
early March. Lastyear, after putting the
bill into extended study, the Judiciary
Committee overwhelmingly voted that
“it ought to pass,” but no action was
taken before the end of the 1996 ses-
sion.

We have reason to hope that this
year’s Legislature will vote favorably
on the bill. In addition, Governor

Anti-Same Sex Marriage Bill in House
Judiciary Committee

House Bill 260, defining mar-
riage in New Hampshire as a union of
‘“one man and one woman,” was heard
by the House Judiciary Committee on
February 6 and 13. This bill, sponsored
by Representative Paul Mirski of
Enfield, would place the language of the
so-called “Defense of Marriage Act”
(passed by the US Congress last August),
into New Hampshire law. Current law
already prohibits same gender marriage.
A recent court case in Hawaii showed
that there is no valid reason to prohibit
same gender marriage. Although a ma-
jority of US citizens still do not approve
of these marriages, opposition continues
to shrink as more and more people meet
lesbian and gay couples and recognize
the unfair disadvantages that these
couples face.

At the hearings, Representative
Mirski indicated he thought it was im-
portant that the legislature take up the
issue. He believes that differences in the
treatment of same-sex couples should be
based on real social interests rather than

Outright Facilitators being Recruited

Concord Outright, a support and
social group for gay, lesbian, bisexual,
transgendered and question ing youth
is seeking new faciliatory. It meets
weekly on Thursdays from 7:00 to 9:00
pm. Three volunteer facilitators are
present each week, on a rotating basis
to provide structure and support to the
25 - 35 youth attending.

Meeting since late 1995, Concord
Outright serves a variety of purposes,
from simply a safe place to go to once
aweek, to an affirming peer group net-

Jeanne Shaheen voted for a previous
version of this bill (HB1432) in 1994,
and we expect that once this bill reaches
her desk that she will sign it into law.
What you can do NOW to help get
this legislation passed: Contact the mem-
bers of the House Judiciary Committee
and let them know that you are in favor
of this bill (letters are good, but phone
calls and personal visits are best). The
names, phone numbers and addresses of
the committee members are included in
this issue of CPR. ‘Also, contact your
friends and family and let them know
about this bill and why it is important.
Please be polite! In the past this com-
mittee and the House itself have sup-
ported us—both parties. There are three

discrimination and that the only justifi-
cation he could see for giving legal privi-
leges to married couples involved cre-
ating strong units to care for children.
He is certainly not homophobic. For
example, he said his reading of the sci-
entific literature showed gay and lesbian
parents to be just as good at raising chil-
dren as heterosexuals. During discus-
sions between the hearings, Represen-
tative Mirski and other members of the
Committee began to understand how
many of our people have or want to have
children and how much the denial of
equal legal status hurts our families.
Unfortunately, his bill drew out the
usual “family values” crowd who think
they can somehow build up their fami-
lies by slandering ours. The head of the
NH Christian Coalition appeared. The
Roman Catholic Diocese sent a letter of
endorsement. On the other hand,
CAGLR’s Mo Baxley denounced the
Bill in blunt and forceful terms (that
made the Channel 9 news), and Marcus
Hurmn had the Commiittee laughing as he

work, to a place where the hard issues
of dealing with sexual orientation get
listened to.

Current facilitators come from di-
verse backgrounds and while some have
professional skills which are valuable to
the group, the most important skill that
one can bring is willingness to listen and
help members help each other. The
group in many ways is successful at
managing its own issues so don’t feel as
though you have to be an experienced
group leader.
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The N H House

points that we need to educate people
on:

1. Discrimination is ALWAYS
wrong.

- 2. Discrimination based on sexual
orientation exists in New Hampshire.

3. This bill protects everyone
(straight and gay) from discrimination
based on sexual orientation; it is not a
“Gay Rights” bill.

We will continue to let you know
about the progress of the bill and how
you can help make New Hampshire the
10th state to have this protection for its
citizens.

Information provided by CAGLR
(NH Citizen’s Alliance for Gay & Les-
bian Rights)

satirized some of the supporters’ reason-
ing. Marcus also did a live point-coun-
terpoint against the head of the Chris-
tian Coalition for Channel 9’s cable af-
filiate, making the point that several re-
ligious denominations now recognize
same-sex marriage or unions. The intro-
duction of the bill has turned into a posi-
tive education opportunity. There is
some sentiment in the committee for
turning the whole thing around into a bill
allowing domestic partnerships with
many of the legal rights of marriage.
However, the original bill will still come
up on the floor of the House, and de-
spite Rep. Mirski’s best intentions, if it
passes, it will be a serious setback for
our community.

You can help stop this legislation
by contacting representatives on the
House Judiciary Committee, asking
them to vote either for further study (so
it can be turned into a domestic partner-
ship bill) or to kill it outright. Their ad-
dresses and phone numbers are included
in this issue of CPR.

A social hour and pot luck dinner,
provided by current facilitators, will be
held on March 21 from 6:00 to 7:00 pm
in Concord, location TBA. This is an
opportunity for folks who may be inter-
ested in being a facilitator to hear some
of the experiences (and stories) from the
current facilitators. If you would like to
attend, or just want more information
about Outright, call Knox Tumer at 603-
463-5608. Help provide today’s youth
with a safe place to grow.
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New Hampshire
ACTION ALERT:

Now is the Time to help end dis-
crimination based on Sexual Orienta-
tion!

House Bill 421, which will add
‘Sexual Orientation’ to'our state’s
Civil Rights Laws, will be heard by
the House Judiciary and Family Law
Committee on Tuesday, March 4 at
1:30 pm in Representatives Hall of the
State House in Concord.

What you need to do Now:

1. Attend the hearing. We need
to show the committee that this is an
important issue. You do not need to
testify, just your presence in support
will make a strong statement.

2. Contact your Representatives
before March 12. To find out who
your representatives are, contact the
Statehouse at 271-1110, or your local
town/city hall.

3. Provide your support to CED.
ontact us at 224-1686, or 358-6160.
f you can’t provide time, provide
oney. Any amount will help. Make
our check payable to: CED, PO Box
4, Concord NH, 03302-0074.

Presents the
Women's Wellness Center

All our programs are free.

Transpoitation is available
with 2 days notice.

We do request donations
to support us in
continuing our work.

Come hang out, drink tea, network,
read a book, or attend a workshop

For more information,

call 431-1669
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A Special Donation in memory of a beloved Classmate

The Ashland Community High
School Class of 1976 recently made a
$400 donation to the HEALTH 1st
“Aroostook Community and Provider
HIV/AIDS Education Project”. This
donation was made in the memory of
their beloved friend and classmate Bryon
Dale Boutot.

Originally from Portage Lake,
Byron was salutatorian of the ACHS
class of 1976. He went on to study
French at the University of Maine at
Orono, including studying abroad in
Rennes, France. After graduating from
UMO, Bryon lived in San Francisco
until his death in 1993 from AIDS-re-
lated complications.

According to Debra Madore, Com-
munity Education Specialist for
HEALTH 1st, “This donation will assist
with a very special effort. People in-
fected and affected by HIV/AIDS in
Aroostook County often feel a sense of
isolation. They may be afraid to talk
about what is happening, or has hap-
pened, to them or their loved ones. This
fear may prevent them from seeking the
services that could be helpful to them.”

In an effort to assist these individu-
als in accessing helpful services, a di-
rectory of support people and agencies
is being developed. This directory will
facilitate the referral process, making it
easier for individuals to get the help they

so desperately need. The directory will
be distributed to all the providers listed
within it, as well as people living with
HIV/AIDS and their families, friends
and care providers. The directory will
also be distributed to individuals who
test positive through HEALTH 1st HIV
Antibody Testing and Counseling Ser-
vices.

This directory is being developed
and distributed in memory of Bryon
Dale Boutot, recognizing the ACHS
Class of 1976 for their donation. For
further information about the directory,
or HIV education opportunities, contact
Debra Madore at HEALTH 1st, 768-
3056 or toll-free at 1-800-432-7881.

PAWS forced to close Pet Food Bank

Portland, Maine Pets Are Wonder-
ful Support (PAWS) an AIDS Service
Organization formed in 1993 is forced
to close the Pet Food Distribution Cen-
ter located in Portland due to lack of
Funding and support from the commu-
nity. It is one of the hardest things that I
ever had to do is to tell these clients that
there will be no more free pet food and
kitty litter available after the office
closes. For approximately 3 = Years
PAWS has offered this service to People
With AIDS in Maine, along with sev-
eral other pet-related services. The de-
cision to discontinue these services was
due to the lack of funds to pay the rent
($200.00 a month) and the monthly ex-
penses of phone and utilities.

PAWS will remain an active Pet
Care Advocacy Organization. Charles
Wynott, the Co-Founder, along with the
late Jon M. Piefer, has been the Execu-
tive Director of PAWS since the begin-
ning as a volunteer for no pay. When
faced with the real possibility of clos-
ing the PAWS office he began to look
for other areas of the country where the
services of PAWS could be supported.
Through our web page on the Internet
(http://www.ime.net/PAWS/) we were
asked by clients from everywhere to
please help start a Chapter in their city.
One of those cities was Orlando, Florida.
In arecent trip to Orlando to investigate
the possibilities we were amazed to find

a community that worked together and
was welcoming of our Proposal. After
several meetings in the AIDS commu-
nity we came back to begin the plans to
relocate. We plan to begin servicing cli-
ents in Orlando by 1998.

People and current clients wishing
to find out more about future plans for
PAWS are encouraged to call (207) 874-
0091 or check out our web page. Mail
inquiries can be sent to: PAWS 120B
Brackett Street, Portland, Maine 04102
c/o Charles Wynott.

Pets Are Wonderful Support
(PAWS) 142 High Street, Suite 330
Portland, Maine 04101 (207) 775-
PAWS

Maine Initiatives 1996 Grantees

Augusta - Maine Initiatives is
pleased to announce two grantees for the
1996 grant cycle. Mainely Girls, based
in Rockland; and Outright, based in Port-
land, will both receive three year fund-
ing totaling $35,000 each to expand their
programs to new communities in Maine.

“While many of the thirty-one pro-
posals we received this year were wor-
thy of support,” acknowledged Deborah
Felder, Maine Initiative’s Executive Di-
rector, “these two projects rose tot he top
in their ability to use grassroots commu-
nity organizing as a means to achieve
systemic change.

Mainely Girls will hire a full-time
staff person to work with five rural com-
munities in Maine to develop a program
similar to one that has already been suc-
cessfully established in the Camden/
Rockport area. In each community,
women and girls organize to identify
unmet needs and create an action plan.
In Camden/Rockport, this includes ad-
vising a student-organized gender equity

organization, working with the local
hospital to coordinate an eating disor-

- ders support group, initiate a high school

program about acquaintance rape, cre-
ate a Mainely Girls Student Executive
Board and organizing an annual confer-
ence for girls. The vision of Mainely
Girls is to create empowered teams of
women and girls who are capable of
making change in their own communi-
ties by improving the environment in
which girls grow to maturity.

Outright seeks to create a safe,
positive and affirming environment for
gay, lesbian and questioning youth, ages
22 and under. Gay youths are at high
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