24 June 1945

e only have one tynewriter in the office now and it is busy so I amdown in the S=3
o”fice and msing their machine, Last night I read Esquire fro a while and at eight o'-
clock 1 rollsdiover to han for a while; I gotiup at 7 this morning =« so.l feel .well
rested, This afternoon I'll probably ride out to see a hall game; Hal Stein keeps
telling me that his OB outfit has a wonderful 'team. It is a bricht sunmny day - very nice
for Sunday. Let's hope that the —ailnlanes decide that today is a ecood day to come in

loaded to ‘the ceiling with lettars, :
Since I am not in the office, T do not have your letters to ans-ver and this is a gdod
time to launch into that discussion of the swing to the left in Burope and the s6-called

eventual conflict betvween Communism and Democracy. A number of various aspects of the
ausstion are covered by Just analvsixng the general nicture of npost-war Furope, All rep-
orts would indicate that the cities and tha centers of populatinon in Burove are in a
ravaced condition; food suppliss are non-existent, glothing and housing 2.re almost equall:
as serious problems. The only places where there is a semblance’ of normal economy or 1ife
,are the farms and the coimbtry areas that did not become ‘overwhelmmé in the emphasis on
bechnology in this war; even there, howasver, there have been severe disruptions in family
Tife gsince the men fought the war. The resulds of this weneral -siltuation are iseen in the
chaos which every visitor in Europe has noted; we can divide the chaos into two parts -
the German chaos and the non-German chaos. Let us take the latter first, We have a
primary responsibility as co~victors to see tthat jurtice and order are restored in
Greeceyp Yugoslavia, Poland, CzcchOslovaVia, Secandanavia, the Low ”ountrles,rFr&nQO, and
to some degree in Ttaly. If we talk of our own readjustment to peace as being a period
6f trials, you can:imagine what it will be like in these countries. There 1s,a welter: of
confusing factors: pre-war political factions which have not as yet won post-war!demo-
cratic approval or disapproval, cormrlete industrial and = comomic chaos, a black market
functioning in peace as it did as an underground, a populdtion ereatly upset and still un
cdrtain at this stage of the game s stp whether it should prefer security and a promize of
liberty to liberty and a promise of security., On top of all of this is 'the gensral world
wide picture in which we are working for the ‘constructive hasis of total peace That 'then
is the first call .~ it is: for order out of the chaos, something Yo work on; the orde

need mot be oo exactly defined as long as it is a startinc voint. In France it is De
Gualle, in Yuzoslavia Tito, in Scandanavia the prewar regimes and in the Low Countriss
more or less the same, in Poland,; in Greece; 1in Itd3y, there was less ease in finding the
starting 001nt. All +His is by way of background - if we were "ully able to kiow the
backfround of the meradr!mrmnman nroblems the answer would, as-alwavs, work itself oubt
in the »rocess,

The first Cactor that should be considared is that of nati-mdlism - even the mosttde-
termined commmist 1n Ttady does not do his thinking in terms of Russia's ruling Italy:
he is talking about Tkalian c comrmnism, Fven the Buropeans of the risgsht laft or center:
who are Federalists or "mionists do not contemplate in the foreseeahle future any true
desmphasis on the individuallty of the nolitical entities 0" the various countries. Once
we have agreed to this nationalistdéc element in the oroblem of rebuilding and reforming
the European world, we can go on tp the issue at hand of how =ach metion will find its
own solution. The ques tlon'wc are discusging is not specific in termsiof whether the nas
tion will build shoes or railroad cars or grow whedt, bubt: the pattern into which its
national economy and politics will fit. We can reduce that even further: for we must
assume that politios*"ill fit into a derocratic mold - that is written into the Atlantic
Charter and the Yalta agreement and now into San TFrancisco: we nust ‘assume that the
denocratic’ ideals of aifree preéss and of « free ‘sxpragsion andlof free political activiby
for: the minoriby groups will be‘allowed: we must assume that all men will work progress-—
ively in their national prolitical srowmth andwill not resort to terrorism and ¢iwvil war.
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These assumpbions concern the wechanios of politics, +nere for, it seoms to me that the
nroblem is most legiecally studied in terns of the r@quwr“m@n+° nlaced upon each national



e N

rehabilitation and 7 think that %his can be likened to Mexico and her oil and silver
resources. and her evenfual expropriation of our interests in them. The answer to this
question lies with the American and British publics; I do not believe that in the post-
war world with full »nress coverage and with the knowledgs of +the sexpepisnce of this war
behind them the peonles of the weatern world will he fooled into sumporting economic
ventures that are in<con?1ict with the basic spirit of our world psace, Where then does
the esonflict arise in' its fundamental sxpression® avparently it is that American and
British trade ﬂannot rrospar in a world wheke national economies to all «fects and
purposed control the market and the demand. That is our dispute with the left: we

ses in the combination of nationalism and of le®ist natismal sovarnments which ssak +o
achidve a guarantesed econorvy a denial of ouk'rights o freae trade and expdditation.To
nmy mind that is iust so ruch poppycockl 1t is true thHat laftist national sovennemetal
policies will deny economic imparialism, but it should be a shot. in the ‘arm to well:
organized inbternational trade. Ths other nati ns of the world are as dependent on world
trade as we are;“they are wn*nm to nead our steel ‘and our cars as much as we need to have
them buy them. There is nedreason to assune/that the crovth whieh we have charted in
Lyro e means that nationa are going in for self=su’ Picdeney or doctrines of thatsorst,
Mhat it does mesn is that the competition from.the produdars of the Mestern world will
be under c#rtain wraps - those conditions. to be Hecided ™v the internal condition of the
country ‘in relation to her needs: and.the eurrent: picture of world trade, It is'my firm
belief that we are entering the Happyistage of recognizing the interdependence of world
economies = Bretton Moods and the R ciprocal Trade acree~ents are brilli iant high spots
in the picture of the futurs trade orzanisation. e are working on the promise that
a lot of ‘people will be Wﬂll off tather ;than a few penplefs being very well off to the
detrirent:of the others, We will mnot be foplad and the issues will not be beclouded for
us. if we rememher hhat econonic liberty does not mean economic imperialism by one nation
of another's economy. '

It is increasi gly clear that gny ‘attemnt to distinguish betwsen woll,iaal and e conomic
concerns is doomed to failureg in ﬁur‘modern world they are .intertwined irrevoocably,., T
have learned from: total war, that we musttake a total, -ovarall weiwpoint of .the vproblems
which we face, So far T hawe tpied to expldain why . feel that the growhh ofvTafttin
Burope is nothing to fear in terms of the world economv, why I fasl that by the very
nature of the nolitical organization of post-war Europe the Furonean nations will eventual
ly ‘arrive atipolicies which are in accord «rith the overall picture just as we will. 4s
important a factor as nafionalism is in berms of organization, the apge of nationalism in
the face of a sreater world interest ( the cut=ofr —van-ﬂo"~~t0—3h1%@—wour-”aﬂ9 type of
nationalism ) is over, The important thing is that this bs recognized as it related to
our . mimiad problems from the Tevant to the Far Bast and hack. The important thing is that
we reslize *that economic freedom and political freedom if we are to achisve and to hold
them' cannot be contradictory. (This probablv anpliss more to Britain than the ¥nited
States,)

o

ic conflict between Commiinism and Canitalist Democracy.

But people say that th-re is a ba
ri 1t someons would point it oub to me = now do not rush
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do.not agree with thate I wish't}
back at me with the argument that Russia is totalitarian; *ha* is not what I said., I de
not identify communism as onlyv the political: form of Russia. ™ fa ¢t bhere is a gdod deal
of justifiicables dispute as to whether that is cormunism at ﬂl. T am ualklng abouty the
cormunism, the extreme swing to the left, that will undoubtedly appear at several stages
s Buropean reconstruction., I am talking about the shate which controls in its entirety
; the economic 1ife of ths nation, I want to Imow why that is in such viditent contradiction
with western Jdemoemacy; I wmay vouvnrn democracy with a resason. Mestern derocracy has the
basic assumption of bAckbone of the niddle class - and Turope just does not have that
class and it is quite obvious that they are in.no modd to creatdone so that thev can
become western democracies. My point is that the s*anddrd of democracy per se is not the
economic standard of being able to.bscome a millionai itely +h@ democratic standard of
becoming president, ‘But.ags T said before we cannot ﬂnhqwm political democracy alone, it
is melded into the economic picture in our +0ta1 jadgment - fOF gui.standard is still the
greatest good for the sreatest number and the greatast happiness for the greatast nurbex
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vnvernm@nt - specificall~r in terms of economic needs that st he satisfied and in terms

¢ the cmmeral political picture on the contine t, in the terns of the relation of the
internally organizad sconomy to the outside nations of England, Russia 'ﬁOanDjY Trance in
the future, iand,l hope, the: Tnited States,

And in view of these basic assumptions and requirements I can see only one answer: the
penple iwho vote and write letters. to the papers and gpeak their minds are going to- insist
that the reorganized fovernnents give then the guaranuceS'wHich they must, have for physical
existence, To say that this is too leftist to be demeecratic is t confuse democracy awrith

capitalism, The pesoplss of Turops do not trust ths capitalists who controlied their
econokiies and often their vmvvrnments, who 1a@ them through ﬁh@ ﬁ ervible days after the
rise of Hitler, and who never won their:full confidence 'as being against. the Hitler regime;

and they are not going to offfer to these men the opportunity to recreats their former

roles and positions. 'As mush as they are individualists in their demands for individual
freedom,” they ' will not allow:the individualism of othere=to warp the fabric of their lives
once again, They are going to insist on tegulatingioomimthe factors of society which control
them and that cannot be denied to them, Just yesterday the Czechz showed t his very fact

in their confiscation of all pro=German or German industries within the Czech state; it is
not illkopical toicarry this policy to the pointiof ‘popular resulation of all -critical:
industry, However the rub is that Turope is in chaas - relatively speaking there is no
industry - it will have %o be rebuilt from seratch, it will have to be begun anew, The
significance of this most doparent in the comparisoniof Furone with the US for what we
have said ahout Burope so far is genmsrallv annlicable to the 11S, Ths noin&is that “merica
has .a producer-industrial croup at the present as the work’ v basis for our economy and
Burove does' not. The resull it wmeems to me is obvious = and it will be trusr the farther '
east in Europe vou go, from the highly industialized west to the agrarian sast -~ the.
governing body will be the:substituts for a non-governmental nroducer=- industrialist class,

Ity conslusion then . is that strong leftist governments are going to come into power - in
some places the governments will be communistic, in others the.conditions will be such that
governments will regulate in vary ng degrses rather than contpol and/or own, But I feel
that in all cases ths Pundanentals uxpresqﬁd in our bill of rights will be observed; the
nations . will grow under the 10@1 of a popular movement, hOu undeni the rigidi control of a
Communist Party such as brought Russia from the depths of ths Czarist regime to her
present position, Eurowe'WLll progros @ﬁbuvh the democvacv of the'proletariat’ rather
thaim the dictatorship of the pm ﬁt&;lat

llow we come to the question of the external relations of these reconstitubed governments;
we skip the. factors of ;bime;iof nhgeressaand setbacks, and assunme that we have well outlin-
ed national regimes. Bach ,ountry as its representative legistaive body and its executdve
or executives; each conntrv has ‘18s loyal oppoultlons of both exbremes. Each country is
definitely progressing toward full freedoms of expression and helief, and in 'its own dew-
res of repuddtion is watching the economic redonstruction of i%s countryside, How is all
of this going to come into play in'terms of intsrnational relati-nships? It does not. ‘seem
too unreasonable to assume that Russia will look with favor upon the swirg to the left in
the various countries, Russia will see in the establishment of governments with broad
popular fronts a promise that whe will have no external threats to her expariment at honme
and that is her primary concern., In times of political crises and heaven knows that. every
davy will see new crises in Burove, new struggles for powsr among factions and nartias,
. there s eems 1ittle doubt but that Russia will lend her weicht to the sunport of those
groups who offer her&hc preatest polical-military security and the most complementary
economic structure, There is not = single reason to supnese that Russia will suprort
primarily tOuallt°Tlan regimes in Burope, She as well as anvbhody Ymows the inherent dangess
in 'such a growth, . To iy mind, the only real danger in terms of opnosition to the growth of
JBurope, along the lines I have outlined above will come from the capitalistic-democracies
of England and the US; we are going to find that we can not expdoit these nationa with out
sconomic ventures = thers will be no cartels and international monompoliss fostered by the
new sovernments of the left, (In all of this T am talkkne ahout eventual situvations.,) It is
true that some nations may agree to economéc contracts during the period of growth and
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ind it is the decision ofieach individual nation to find its happy medium of economic
and political freedom consistent with the standard laid down by the world orcanfzation
and the princinles for. which wa have heen fizhting,. 1y thesis is that our western
ﬂmmoc”acv 18 one aonnﬂtx)iﬁ extreme and that complete socialism ( don't call it cormun-
ism i® you don't wish to ) is the other acceptable extreme; and between these there is
a great common ground in which d1f“*“ences are only differences of degree in application
and balancing of the hasic principles and s anda dse: One ey to. seeing.this point of
‘view is the recogfiition that what *the average Amsrican looks upon as the balanced situ-
ation is not necessarily what thesmwverage Tugoslav sees as his OUﬂl"Uﬂ4COﬂstlFﬂ, Just
as we cannot impose constitutional western democracy on conguered Burope as we tried to
do 1last &ime, so we cannot insist: that out standard is the only valid one for the world
this time,

Russia is a case by hers#gf - the critics who confuse our relations with Russia with
our relationshin with the rest of lefbish Rurope dpe creating a false impression and
false conditions of appreciation of the problems involved, My contentién is that Russia
is still in a condition of erowth that wilﬁ}eave her in a position very similar to: that
of the Tnited States; there is e very indication from Russian foreign policy toward thd
rest of Furope that the Russian leaders contemplate the day Russia will step into the
period of practising her nolltlcal democracy which is still only on paper. I have written
at many times before about Russia and I don't think that it is necewsary to go over all
Ty “@asan ng and qﬂinion again, I do feel that the only contradiction todsmy exists in
Russia's one party qu*em and I feel that it is part of her phergram to resolve that
herself, :
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T will have to r=ad this letter over and T will probably add a paragraph of sumary
when I.do; I havewritben as the thoughbs have come to me and ‘T hope that they are
orderly enough to have cwqu@ﬂoev and. to maks some sanse., That I have tried to wqu is
that there is no "irrespressible conflict"in the world today, that you'can onnose
socialdsm fer the western world but “monﬂniZN it as the most democratic form “or Burona
and not be inconsistent,; .that T feel that ratheér than being on the threshhold ofa new
and disagﬁrﬁ~s world ‘conflict we are .on the threshhold of ‘the sreatest neeting of minds
@
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and ideas that the political-economg#d world has ever knowm,




