
University of Southern Maine University of Southern Maine 

USM Digital Commons USM Digital Commons 

Unpublished Works Charlotte Michaud 

September 2020 

Beginings of Centre d'Héritage Article Beginings of Centre d'Héritage Article 

Charlotte Michaud 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.usm.maine.edu/michaud-unpublished 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Charlotte Michaud, Lewiston, Maine, Franco-American Collection 

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Charlotte Michaud at USM Digital Commons. It has 
been accepted for inclusion in Unpublished Works by an authorized administrator of USM Digital Commons. For 
more information, please contact jessica.c.hovey@maine.edu. 

https://digitalcommons.usm.maine.edu/
https://digitalcommons.usm.maine.edu/michaud-unpublished
https://digitalcommons.usm.maine.edu/charlotte-michaud
https://digitalcommons.usm.maine.edu/michaud-unpublished?utm_source=digitalcommons.usm.maine.edu%2Fmichaud-unpublished%2F22&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:ian.fowler@maine.edu


. ; 

t. 
t. . 
t 
·, 

. •' .. . 

. :.'.~_. .. ,,. ··-....-:~ ... ::. 

·1- :. <.i,,;<t 

year · to 'enro 11 

i n this additional year Genera'i consensus: 

. - -~~ - they had had it in the past three 'years and wan.ted no more French literature. 
--- .. ·---_- ---.. - --.1-.-,~,,;-,---.. - :-"~~~~· ~-~- i .·.. f~.._. _ __________ ··· ····-- ---------,·---· 

rut due to the ingenuity and erithusiasr:i o f their instructor, Mrs. Jo Anne 
.I. 

- .·}": .. 
Larointe, the se six students found. ;~mselves no longer just a French literature 

class, but a F r e n ch-Car,adian Institute, bent on indepth stuiy of their Canadian 

antecede nts. No lo nger was the i'r reading oonfined to the French classicists. 

~. ·-
No· .... , they were de1:':ing into E:_a~ly recx,rds of their ancestors in Canada. They 

:...-·.· . '·.· 

·were bu s y t a lking with t he i =- grandparents and other older re s idents of the Twin . . . • ~- . . . . . 
/~- .·2· . •.; .• ..... ,.. . 

Citie s who r eme:nb~::-ed tr. :2 e arly days of the Canadian migration to Maine .•. and 

cou ld tel_l fa s c:..:.at i ng ;: ,1'..· : - : tr.eir own memories o f l ife t :1 Canada , or recall, 

storie'.o t he'/ had he a r ::i f-:cc ::i t!-.e i. r parents or grandparents. 

St . Fr.:lncis r::o l!J?ge a t Bidde ford took an active interest in the new project 
' { I 

-·---~- "_.and .. gu.arante_e d ... a .· -':Oclleg_~ cr~f7:f~·~1'~~-~-~"~rb_~~gt? __ qQ!Dpon~~~_. ·~ 
.. . . ... . ' -... 

A later 

project in French-Canadian literature was _ a.l.so. accepted for college credit. 
· · . . ·.,.:.~i:~J .. ,:·:-~:-1~~;:-"· ,(··.. -

Envious of their schoolmates, ·· other students at St. Dominic begged to join 
\ 'J~t_f,.::S:1~$f;t{f~f}~$ft·~.c\~;: :: ·. '\ 

the project, '_'just for fun" .. and before . .' long boys and girls in other classes 
_. ·. ;.: . · :· -/',~:·tr~i, ;%' :;I,:.if f:~!.'·:I~i;i{t'' , ·.:, -· -

were · researching their families' 'backgrounds, reading old copies of the city's 
~--~: -· • ·.! ·:~ :· .. ~ ~_<~-,,,~:. _.- ~-·->· .. ~-~- :<iti\~· ... ~?;:·~~~~~r~:~{~_.i .. . ::· . -~. t : ,..~- ~ 
~· now .defunct French newspaper, Le . Messager,. =·:and leaming with pride of the con-

. ~: _ · ~ .. ~I, .,,i.;,~',.·;;t;;::\:..,,J::.11-';~:<: .. " : · ,-_,·_. · 
tribut i ons their fo ce f athers had made ~tO·' t he .business and cultural life of . '·"· ·. . . '": . : .- ·- __ . .:..f~;- ~if':~f·-:t·~· :/:' '~: :·' ... •, . 

"Lewiston. Another grcup madE:.· a study ~f ~'to lk music and came up with a repertoire 
·--.-. s~·. :: ~ ... /;.:~-- .. ~- .. ~-: :· 

.of tunes that had been common in the "old . days ;, but were in danger of disappearing 

.. 'f' . .. 

0 

entire ly. So•·,.:· ': .:..:.e :; gr.m.-:ipa r e n ~.s would sing the songs and the students would record 

fj~~~-i~~ I~ 
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people away. Not _only was there a fine local ·audience," but members of French-

speaking comrm.in itie'; ·Aiii·• other Maine cities ·1ieard --of -the . af.fair _and.:...journey~_d 

to Lewiston especially to attend. In fact, there were several residents of 

Manchester, N.H., in the audience. 

As the project has grown, adult interest and pa rticipation have . been evident. , 
Recognizing a need, Mrs. LaPoL-1te encouraged the establishment of a Franco-American 

. . l 

Heritage Center, where parents and children join in pursuing their common interest. 

I 

"There is no ge:: ~ration gap here," says Mrs. ·LaPointe. 

comp:l etely interested a.'1d age is not a factor." 

r 

"Everyone is 

It is Mrs. Lailointe's dream to enlarge the Center, move it out of the 
I 

' 
school and open it to interested students in neighboring high schools. The 

of cultural affairs was instrumental in presenting some 2,000 books to the Center • 
... .... 

In addition, Le Conseil de la Vie Francaise .en ~~~ique, ~ Quebec-based organiza-
1 • ~ , . :··~ -~~~:"!';'. "· .. • . . . : · .. ' .. ;4.·'• • • • • - _ -

tion, entertained the six seniors in :the. Institut~ on a five.:.a.ay · heritage tour 

of Quebec country . outside 
. . -;~ { :~.~- F:-~:~.f~-~;~:: . ~~-~~-i .. ;~· : .,. • _- ~- -. -~~:i~~:~- ~ .\-: .. : 

families originated and in addition.· were guests ...... ' . . 
~~.:.::- ; . u:, ~J .• J_-f~=. ·.. ;;J __ 

at a French · language version of "The Death of a Salesman.~> , ':"; ·· ··· .:, . 
!1 ..... :': -__ ,:/~,· ~ •• : 

. :..:~~ .. ~-

: . .· .... 
.,_,.; _ ..... > .: p .··i-:- ~ . . . 

last . spring; ·:They were . ,.,_ . ... . . ... _ ·•· . . - .. ... .. , .... .... ,~ 

.~_r:_;4:~·:(· ~-!~:~-·~- ' 

able to vi~it ·~~ctions of the 

.. . . -. ' . 

QUebec City where·· mo~t of their 
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taking advantage of the e~cellent opportunities for language and cultural 

_ experiences available in ~he ~rovince of Quebec. The French program at Katahdin 
-~- .. - · ..... --. -~ • _ ... _ ., .. -.. ~ ~-- -.. -~, .. -~·-·!f--.-....; .• ;..,;..- ._ . .,,._._ v<_i ---4! t···. ~- • . ... .. ~ ..:- . · - ·· · - • , .~ • _..._ • ....... ..; r .. · 1 -- - ..4-r--.o.=.- - .-i.:_... ...... :- .. . • • ...... . #. - - .... ··- r .... 

High School at Sherman is focused on "le francais de Quebec". Pittsfield's 

short-lived Warsaw High School sent two girls _to a QUebec school for a month, 

also, and this year several students at George Stevens Academy, Blue Hill, 

spent several weeks in the schools of our neighboring Province. The latter 

two projects were part of the independent studies programs at the two schools. 

With this emphasis on a practical use of French there is everJ reason to 

believe that interest in this second l ar.;uage will develop rapidly throughout 

the state . 

• • J 

---


	Beginings of Centre d'Héritage Article
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1601316756.pdf.KN7ut

