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·. ·~·· ' . . .... , 

T,e·,r iston-}.1lbnrn, rr-s ·well PS elsewhere. 
·-'4.V<.l/ . . ~ - I ' 

T~ ev c pm e~to bett~r t ~eir wej of life. 
I 

Th ev were c ~ lled French-C R~ad i a ns b ec a u~e they 

n11t i e s . 

to ~e th er RS ' on e f amily. 
.. .... ~ ·- ·" .._ ... ~ ... .... ...., . -__ ... ,_ 

ThAR e peo~le h~<l been in Cn nada more than 150 yea rs before d reat 0 Hrita~n: 
l..in.__1'76_1.J · · · : , .'' f 

t o ok overY-1'/hile gove r nen by their own peoJ:)le, the French-G a na dia ns 1could :; , .:_/,~-~d .,. . . . .., 
,· '1: I '.• • . ' ·~, 

e nn u re t he ir h ~rdshi_ps, ? l W~,yS ho _p ing / th? t, from g eneration to generati8 ?·; :.<lif
1
~ \ 

,,ro •1l rl b e coTl'le er-i8 ier, r n d it ldid, for some. Oth e rs f a re d only modera tely, a nGl. , ·: ·: 1 

,r .i.' 
so"."le gp ve up t he s tr11v.,gleJ :rn d retu rneo to F ri:rnc e et the time · of the II conque~-t \ 

PR the Ti' rench- Cr-i nAdie n~ s till refer ·t~..kw t wP r. . . .. ~/ \ 
w--1~ ti,_ . . J.r-c.-,0 . . ~ . \ 

~onf lict e r1 den ~ 1" r e nce/\s tron,z enou o:h to insist 1Ji;Si:1 - on · .. ';.' . . . - I . . , 
. , . . I !i 

e n:ue r Ant e e t ¥ia t i t n p e ople remai nin~ ' in Ci:i na.dc1 ' would h'1ve t h e free d om to , .i : ·-' : '! 
,·i , ( I 

,,, .· . . 

·. !)-..1 
Ch ' 



- ?. -

Glerr,r_rmen ··•ho hPo been amon.ci: t1e 11.iscoverers of th t co 1 .. rntry-- ::>s ;vell -.c::; 

p2rt of trese TTniter St::iteR -- remPined to minister to t11ese people , n:ro'l_pin. 

them a r ound treir churches and schoo l s . To remain _ rench end Cetholic V8S 

~ostered as synonymous . 

After the conque . t , so1ne Prench- C2n2dian gi rls did marry mil itary 

men of tre occu Ation for c 0 , so th~t one nov finds mcny French- Ga nadi n 

f8M:lies ~ith ~n~lish And Scottist surn2mes, bu t t hei r children were uro~ght 

~p =rench in l 2n.ci:u::irre ::ind tredition~ rarely the other way . 

·vr en chi l rtr en 

ro1r1·n.o:s . ~11ey first 

mer ri ed, they we re ~iven a c orne r of 
~ 

re~::iinea in tre femily homestead and 
I 

the f c.1mi l.~· l o nd- • 

tilled thei r corner 

of tre lRncl nnt · 1 t11.e :- were 2ble to builo their ovrn home where they, too , 

rPiseo 1-r~e ~P~ilies . npmjly fprms t~ereb~ becPme m2ller ~ith ePch 
for f::imiliec: to subsis t. 

gener?tion1mriking it incre;:i n.o:lv 11iffic11lt 4ija:1m1•:;;i;;;:;ciWll!!ia:11iiE-----

A family having more 2ugh ters th2n son gen erated 

itc: a·,rn h rdc:n ips/ inc e no er'l _p l oyment wc1 2vc1ilc:ible to them exce.Jt i n the 

household . Ev en in cities ~ ere so~ e form of em~loyment migh t have been 

pv::iilPble for ~omen, ~ren ch - Canadiens , c l in~ing to Uld 1orl d mores , 

consinered i t~ ~ or their vvo::nenfo lk to be ern_tJloyed, o-1tside t l e ho·.,e . 

Be tween f;:,rmin~ S 0 P nR ' nren ch - C;::,npn · Pn 
( r;.e.23 by ) ~ 

employment elsew11ere en r,.,tlCei ne off ere 

be.o:an to look for 

to ~a r k in lumber 

on constructions . he C::> !"Je 

7rench- S2nadic.1n clero-y to send "missionaries 1 ,Jo minister to them 

h 0 se ter1por2ry migr nts usuc1lly c2me by way of Jackrn- n, thi8 ne 2 ·est 

travel roan het·, een the eastern ,>e rt of Canada and our s te te . ~ 
re 9° tea ~orc- stpys in MP ine , ~ranch 0 a· 

· · · - - v n2 rans 
· t · h ere ) 

~ e~ og}m~c?, nc1r 1~~C,:cinn ti, 
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"\ Ini ti2 tion/ 
i<Mlt Fae, I fMB¢ of nd lw2Y travel c1nd re cruitment of 1 oor by 

tre eveloping textile inclustry K~IRUHU!KX: furth er s.i)urred these men to 

conc;irer 1--i ri nrrin'! the "r fprnilies to Ha ine s 1•1e ll ~4ther Nev .c;ngland 
I 

s t.., t e c; ti";:, t b o r c'l ere d tr e i r co 1 rn try • 

Proffered textil 0 mor r 0 nuirerl little or no tr2inin g , ~n 2 

in the Co'1 tit11t~on of this n~'"T country . 

C;~ 0 to look tre situ2tion 

~ rench- 02nad i 2n men ordi n2r ily 
~ ,,111ere 

~ relatives , friends WES then located, 

2nr ... ives ,ncl cbilrlren trRvellecl to the chosen s.c>o t by tra in . 

,.,requently , the mo v e wr s co nsidered rs 2 tem~ orary affai r . ~oney 

wo 11lrl be e;-,rned ~ to cle2r t he ,-r Canadian ..t?ro.i:>erty) 

of thei r hol d ings before t en t,lri..~ f;:,mily Others 

t ,...,_ i s co 11 n try • 

,,h e f' i rs t ,., re n ch - C: ;-, n 2 i ::in to c; e t t le in v-, ··· i s t on - - G e or P' e C r i ~n ;:i n __ 

crme in 1805 . j~~ One o ric:; rl;:,1lrrters m, r rie .Joseph JeblEinc , 

of "b 1lsiness tn::it 

Betneen 187 0 2nd 1890 miP'ration from Canade to these citie s wr s 

conc;t:::int . These n'?··· re':iinents 2rrive d 2t the Grand Trunk stat-i on on 

:::::::,~ ~ :i:d::g:het er::~vi:::r::d:::::~ 
~ ~~~·f,7l~1fBents ·,· ere ne c essc1rily l r r g e

1
and cou l d be obt ined 

~ls o on neighborinr: stre 0 tfl , but they ilir.-...-, ire re soon fil led ~-,.M l et er-comers . ~ v ;::;. 

hrr, to crosR the sout b ri ct e ::inri settle in thPt p;:,r t of Aubu rn vh ich 

be c ame identifie es Ne 1 uourn, ::incl is so - known t o this dc1y . 

Tr ::id e smen , ~1i l ers, c1nd p rof essi onal s natu r ally fo llowe d the 
11/ 

migr an ts real · zing t his influx. of 1 bo re wo·i l d gen era te a need for their 

services~ Th~ rRs a lready here . Missionc ire had been coming to 
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~ rench-C anarl i ans joined them, and
1

es early es 1870, the Most Re v. 

DR Vi d ·villi2m B2.con , fir:s t bishop of the ? ortland d ioc es e( ·rh ich includes 

ell of Maine ) w2s p rovi d ing the ~ rench - speaking p 2r t of the conJ rega tion 
x.C2 nadian / 

ith e ~ren ch ~ pasto r, the ev . Edou .rd Leto u rn eau of J t . hya cinth~ 
h- l</7 I 

Q,ue . for one year; w2s follo wed by t he Hev. 2ierre ne vey , also 
/,. 

of S t . Byi c·nthe , ho bui lt the fi rst ..9arish church for these new r es i dents, 

. JP~ ~ F ~~nci) 
\'(" Pn ~ he Dominic:=ins ; ··ho s till dire ct S.S . ?eter c> n d Faul paris~ c c1me1. 1n 881. 

~a rli eRt of the ~rench- C~nadi2 n s to settle here , 

ho,, ever, "170r9hipe(l wi th the Irish -mw on Li ncoln stree t~ .then in St • .Jose h.'5 

churcr
1

··,r. ich "'PS huilt for Jri9'h Cqt'h olicR of' re city1 · n 1257 . ThPt i s ·,rhy 

one r · nds ar ves of nrench - C~narl~Pns in llo~nt Hope cemetery . St . ?eter ' s 
to CPre ~or the de2d of Pll J 

ceP"e tery, '-.. J,e,-,i9 ton - '.uburn r eR irien ts of ...,, re ,1 c h 

de s cent , 

~ ~mp l O men t ·rr p p. re ..,cHly PVBil2ble to me n, ·· omen f' nd children . It 
I 

... PS before t . 0 est2")l i shmen t of 1 1'.)or unions 2nd chilrl-lc1bor l a·,7s • . lready 

useo to h:=iri4 work , 1nen , n . rromen took the ··rnrkin r_; hours from 6 a . m. until 

F, ;> . m. in strioe, tho 1 1-:::h it prevented 
~~~, ;, 

them from enjoyi n ~ daylight exce~t on 
~~~~ 

f". iX d2ys "1 ith no coff ee - breaks~/ ~un :en S VL..., . e ··ror1r _c,;oql{ COTI"isterl of 

It -~s q;:,qier f~r t~e ct il ren . 
-~ 7in; ~··~ry -

mrey worked on ly ~ erio~s 

of time--the '!irlR c2rtinrr bobbinR PP. neenerl in "heelec'l c;:irts; the bo"s I I ,Y 

3et~een thene tPskR the· pl2yed A 1es child ren h~ve 

en ioye from time i~memori;:,l 2nd t~e boys le2rne to ~l?y ~2sebe ll . ~2ny 

ch "loren, no"' in P VPnced .-e;:,rs , rec:::ill ~ st2rt e d 1'o r kin'j before 

2tt2inin~ teen - Rqe . 

'i'rey 0 n .ioyeo being P m0 mber of the l2boring Cl8SS • t g2 ve U,e Il 

2~rents urged the~ to ;e t 
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Perforce, ~n~lish hPd to be studied its ever-

presen t need . ~hey lePrned from one enother, they knew, 

oft-times putting t em to~ether erroneously1 ~n~ go t l PUijhed Pt . The re?f ter, 

some would stop their efforts end menage vi t h interpreters, but , their numb ers 

incre 8S?...ng , it so on bee me ~ possib le for them to ettend. to most of t h eir 

m2terh,l 2nd professionel need$ by dealing solely among their own J?eo_t->le . ,, 
, . . ,,; 1.~, "! · ·~1"'" ... lo..-,.L 1µJ.R ~ ~~k, -€£"-'"1,7, ·~ ~ i/.v rhd ~ ~ N-vr/ 

, . ' t , . J.<J t j 1"11.).4 ,I.if n,...,.).A ~· I , , • , 

~· 3y 8 , , a n~spaper p ri nted in French had bee n estaol1shed 1n LeN1sto~ 

t • ~~l.~ ?TIC thM. ~ served to ke eJ> t h ese , united . F rom its c o lumns , t h ey 

l e:::>rne cl of nrii ly h8ppenin _s of commo n interest , they were urged to a ttend 

school whethe r child or adu lt, to le rn ·i;ng lish that they mi ::,ht become citizens 

of this n e.r country, Rnd then to vote that they might ob t a in poli tic_al office 

2nd .i obs . 

It 1 PR P perioa '"°hen the Irish 11 ominPted the polit ical life of Le···iston 

but, ~ ri lre::- yin 1880, ~mile Iefe'bvre w2s se rvi nD: PS councillor of 

T,e"'iston ' s ,·r;:, r d Six 7here most . j 

Jn 1P84 , Dr . Louis J . Kartel wr1s 

stm te le ris l atu re ~ t n 1887 , :? • 

res i0 en ts of T>ren ch - C8 ~adien ancestry li vedf __ 

~lecte d to re9reoent h i s fellow-c itizens Et t he 
-&-aJ../ 

• An~ers, Pn atto r ney , was the firs \ , F r an co -

Ameri cen to serve ~s Plderm8 n; and , in 1890 , F •• Be lleau, a l so an a ttorney , 

WPs ~ first city clerk from th2t sr1me ethnic g roup . Three years l a ter, 

"'3e l 0 ::> 1 .t . .,Rs pp9o inte cl by Pres ident Gr over Cl eveland to represent the unit ed 

St,!'.>tes 8t the Cc=inadi2n c nsu l Pte then loc2te~ t Trois :::- ivieres, r,ue . 

~h rou~h this entire period, . rench - C nadians ,- ere build ing 

scr..ools, ch1Jr ches , convent :=ind momis teriec:;, the!=se l est /.t,'UI/ to house the 

r e li c:ious the0
y '"'ere import." ng from 2iuro_pe to te2ch their chi l d ren Pnd conduct 

t~eir reli~ious services . The 

numerous enouQh to be ab le to 

storta-e of pri es ts Pnd religious, ~e re ~l ed to welcome them,but ear ly i n t h i s 

century controver y a ro se over the firnrnci a l handlin,o; of~ roperties . 

more 



3.,_-, rtl e t t 

st r ...,~ t c; , ~c{ t,,_e :re···:ston ~venino: .To· rnPl voi cin r- t re '"'"'l"' Ze 1 r. ent of the 
ove r 

com . .,unit~r t h:P:t '1 t 1-ese ? , 000 ..,renc .. .,;,eo_.Jle cor.secr2tin"" :- chu rch ···orth .,50 , 000 

p-f ter livi nri- on l y t,,_r,.,e · 0 ::,rs :n P f orei r-n l .,nr't "":1 C: befo re t h ey ha ve ho.£,es of 

tr.ei r o .. ·n ~ '1 ':'o t ::, l co s t ., .. ,c; ne r:::i:er ,) 7 5 , 000 . Jonstr~ction of t h is church 

contrP:nterl t'J brinrina more :'?renc , - -.J'.'n2d icn s to the city , na by 167 5,~ ai ish 

r 0 cor. q r 0 veR l they hP~ i ncre~sed to ? , 896 . 
~~&ZX0KiXZ&~~ZEX~i~xiiziz;:azJX3XEaNXaZ~SX&«~ocsttNZXZ&ZX~~ZK2EN~ax 

8 

~i0Kz~z~ztzxz~z~ixzKeKz~zt0xzxsk0xt~z~zazx~xz~ztsxzff3xz~zi~xzxw~~Kr~ 
~i9k0~z~i~t .exi~ztz ~i~~t~e~,~~ 3isto~ J;:, con q o': e ~n bo t h ? r ench - n ~ ~n lish 
ziz'zt0-~~z 0 .zxbazkztz~ z~e z~~~zxe~zrle~txzx0nztzRzxeiz ±~~ zwaNxx~~RxK~ 
Pt t e c urc ne ·_c -:ition, k~r xt:x 2n -in ...,.~nri: .. ,~s b:· t 1-e c1-' o5. r o: ~t . Jose;,h ' " 
bx~i~x0 z 2dzt0x~iGizt2xzt~xth2 x 
p 2 r i c; h " i tr i t c; o r ri: ::- YJ i c; t , 1) • . J. ·r o o , ;:, t t, ,. e o r . P n • 

fi~feren t. r-.:c ,o ol ooyq of t .,. t rlp "1 ere r 0 
0
u l 2rly me t by b'::lnds of · r i s h boys 

Pt the en d of cl~sc;es ;:,nd hPd t o :i-h t t~e ir ~Py out . ~he I rish d i d it fo r 

she~r ove o~ P ~odd fi~ht , but t he ~rench hrve to be a nc ere d t o fi;h t, ~nd 

m~zxxx~KRRX~~«x ov er t~~ix thos e ~chool da y ex9e rien ces kef t re sen t ment x~xx 

~live -for ~P ny yePrs . 

N~x: Ye-:irs Pfter"''"r , --,he n t i s h2 subs i c'ed s ome .. ·h2 t , on e enter,._Jri s i,n; 
r n 2nnu::i l 

ln cPl ~rench c;)ort .m ~n m~rle i t ~ p r Rcti se to ~remo t e r b2sebell geme between 

the ~ren c~ ~n tr 0 Iric;h . It ···,.s pJ.wpys l::ir n" el.T ;::;t ten ded , proceeclP -io i nis to 

Occ Asionr lly, t e 

) Irish ·,·ou l d ire s o""' e ..,renc vou th to ro1rnrLou t '", eir te2m--or to rss re 

; victory?--bu t tl~e :Tou t h h::> . to be ·"e ll pr-> i d to offset the 'boo ' s' th2 t 

2, ccom9P nied ri~ ev ery R_~e2 r ;:,n ce on the f ield . 

·111.~n the ' renc r first 2rri ved he re , ho 0·1ever , . tt.e::.r irst concern '.f ter 

o"b t 2 .;n i ng er,,ployment 2nr es t 2ol i shini::: · ~' 2 hor.1e ... cs to bu ild 2 churc 1 2nd a 
":'hey _a ve KR as 2 mr tter of cours e f or s11 ch under t akin r; s , but l ways 

c; choo l . ~~exz x:~x0~e~zx0~ziz~0 x t~0 xz~x~xxaa~«K~& 
- =it tre prov ision thP t French ~ur t be th e l an~u ege in those instit~tions . 

~ev ,el n their cler~y ~na ~ocx te 2chin~ b r o thers 2nd nun s in high es te em , c nd 

ookerl to + em for 0:1.ti ::ince in Pl l m::it t ers mri teri 2 l RS ···e ll as s_piritua l. 

111ore 
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.. 
DiocesPn lePd ers , f 8ce i1 ~ it 2 sho rt2~e of priests End reli gious, 

Rx:R- xx«x u elcom8 the cooper" tion of t hese _people , but e ::> rly in t h i ce ntury 
Iuos t 

contr oversy Prose over tne finPnCiPl hPn~lin~ of per ish Jroperties . ~he ne v . 

Ioui s .T . 'fr, l sh ,th irc~ bisho;i to he8 the d ioc ese , then sough t le~islr-tive 

8Ction ,"Ther eoy he ::inc s' ccee" i nri: bisro_ps of 1.:::i me 0 1110 h::>ve s ole .jurisdiction 

~renc - CP n2d iens who, for e~es, h2d served on per i sh committees 

2v · n~ close contr-ct ~·ith their pes te rs , found this untenab le, End fou Jh t 

8~::>inst it Pt mPss me eti n~s , in their news.P .Pers here and else~here in -ain~ , 

pnrl b. •ror - o-f' - rnouth . ·~he 1:1 r en.ch CBl led it "le cor)orrtion sole" , a nd 

op os5 t i an ~Ps P:ene r 1 . 

7hen Bi hop •V!"> lsh re t2 li8 ted, t h e op J osi tion me rely went un der-

a r o11n, bu t f "ve 8Prl Jfp jn e r 0 ,,,ir1 ents - - includjn o ne f rom L 0 ·"iston--1 ho h 2d 

le rl the o _)11o s i tion 9 lJl icly, Pere ex- comnmnic;:i L8 fr om t. 8 chu r:1- fo r the 

"o~8 surv ~ve~ him , bu t not 211, ~nf t he tra~ edy 

·,r;:,s one th;=, t c 21 lse1 consider2ble s:~xx:x P: rief ::>nd mi s fortun e t o these men end 

to tte ir fpmil i es . . . 
fk~x 1~ ny l on~ re~a ine unreconciled to this unwe l comed de velo~ment, 

r-n s ome s till b emo~n the f2 ct t h t despi te t he m~ny F rench-Jrnadians and 

"'rPnco - Amer icPns -rho f' o_p ted 2, relir.;ious life a n d serve d in 1.1aine for .;en era ti vn 

tre stil l h2 ve yet to h2ve one of t he ir ovn nominated b i sho~ of t he d iocese . 

F::i r cny 8 f;ci11Jily of those e~r ly ve:. rs friiled to q: ive one of its members 

'to '"!.or ·,, rs it , s er to be re.,., e rr en to . At 2 time -hen e2ch member of the 

f;=, = ily --·orken Pni1 s;:il;:irie" ·,re re poo l8 -f'o r t'."e co"!T.lmon r,ood , it 7,.s rs h:::1rd 

c i~cl 0 to fu l fi ll oJ ne c~ !='ion -ror 0'1° to r<;c .;rle to pull ;;i·,p • f r om t e f::imily c:,iwQUa![Birtm.~~~ 

reliuious vo c ~tion . 
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Ti'rench- C"' nadiPn 

t tt~ .- h . 

le::ode F; in sever2 l J.18 ine co, unities ba Qe d to ; et·1~· 

o 011pose /\ 31s . op Lo 1n J . '[p l c:;h · ho sought le g i s l 2t ive 

Pct.i on-,, ereb. · h e "'rl 
. \ 

Vt/c~frnc c eed i nq; so le ju r is d iction over 

Jrrish Jroperties . It ~s irle~t fierl P'3 '' l "' cor9or2tion sole" • ..,o r 

serve on/ p8rish co nmi ttees h rvin 

close c ont~ ctl ·,, itli. treir .f)R stors. t 1- i R -.,...,s unten2b l e :, nd the y fo 11:zht it P t 
I 

Y1 ord - of - mo11 th . 

t hos e ec rly residen ts- - incl~ding 

one from fro m t he church for the lifetine o f 

~e effe cts of t h i s c ntroversy h8 Ve not been erased to t h i s 

.8 ·, "t~t 2n d , clesp i te the .c:r, r 2 1/1 number of F rench - C2nad i a ns and 

r"" n co - ~'Tle r i c:-1 ns nho a d. 0.9 ted the t hro .. u;h kU# many ye a rs , it i s 

still poi ~te~ out ~requently they ti ve yet t o obtain the no .. in r tion of .o ne 

of t 1- s i r o ,·rn to he ...., 

~ H2rclly:. 

rr i ve one of it'"'> rr.':')mb ers 

n:o o , it 1·'2 s 2 J' r 

reli "'i O'lS life . It 

for one to de ci .e 

P t i me nhen 

se l _ries for tre comm on 

r ~he ~referred to eek a 

one s2 l a ry a n d i m os ing 
/ 

:-1r'0i tion2l expens':')s , .... ~ ce Pcce.l.J t 2nce in tz~ r 0 i i; i ous orders usu.2l ly me2n t 

sever:c l ye ;:, rs of stud for ·,;hich the f pmily Yet , no f anily w2s eve 

h 0 Prrl to r~fus e the~rde2l, 2n i t vas s i de rab l e o ne in those aa)s . 

T1ese people ~ ere · ntensely reli ~ious . It w2 s refle c te d in t h e aecor 

of ,1'."e ir homes , ~.,_...,F-:~,..:...:~~ '1-~ 

edi2tely ....,f te r su9;er . 

rel2Y2ti on ·-·ren L.h~ ch ' l rl ren were 

fe 2rful story- -{t"1ese r;::,ve been coll '? ted by : i . tori 2n , --2 n , 
· ecesc:;2r1ly 

hen , c....,ne 2 bit of 

t 
rdu l ts in ,~-zed in 

c2r - ) 1:-- .·, •,,.:it n o t for 1.o nrr he c ::iuse of er-> rly risino.:s . 
) 

mor e 
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b 0 epr ive d of P mu ch-n ~eded s~ l.ory, Pn h2rl to be.o r t e ex~ense of sev er2 l 

yep rs of s turl y b""f ore fr e .:ou th- - ~ ef'r j:,e~ 0 cn1-llrl be 2 cce ,J te a for 

relirri ous life, ~n tr-is h.od to be paid for by the f amily . Yet, no f mily 

~ 2 s ever kno"n to re~use, tho1 ~h this p l aced P hea vy bu rden on each membe r . 

hese people ~ ere intensely reli~ious . It w2s reflected ih t h e 
r e citmg the Ange lu s 

ecor of tre ir ho~es , the cu s tom of ~xa~ZN~x0Rf~ZRXOORKXX and ~r2ye rs in 

unison 1 s l"ll:v Lnme .:_2tel, 2f ter su_pper . vne r es i d e nt rec a lls t ha t h is 

f P,...,i l., .o rri ve d .o t the (}r,:, nd Trunk .o s mi 11 be lls announce d the noon hour . 

'3Pir tre f"ther, 'On 'our knel'!s, c ildren, "'or the An o:e lus . " There on t h e 

.-

-:v~nin .r:-s -:" t home p rovir1e d r":!l::oy.o tion ··rren tr.0 chilrlren · ere en tert ::, · neri 
the mor e fri ,q:htenin,q: it wc=1s , the better . These "contes" 

by por1e 2r1tlt ··,ho r 0 l"te c:;ryr O fe 0 rf11l s+ory ., t"t~~~~ ,··ere h2nc1e 107l'n 'it~ throu ,.1 

~ener2t i ons ," nrl .ove been collec ted by h istori2ns -t x~~J Af ter the crildren 

hrd been bedred f o~n in unhe2te rooms under he2vy home - m"' de blankets , 

frequently II ca t2 lo gnes 11
, ··,oven from ci i s ccnded sheets, t h e pa ren tsJ would oe 

joined by neighbo rs for c2rd- p l y,usually whist. If the women couldn ' t join 

them , the men p l E1v ed K°kRXKX checke rs . 
runni ng co mentary 

~he e ~A~es rere spirited affairs a ccompanied by zp~x3~ztz~exa~ix 
::,nd _cod -humo re d banter: 
3~exsx0Nzxz~zxzoc3xzN~xe~~m5«t~~ mu ch l 2u~hter a n d consi dera ble sla,J~ ing of 

ceros on t" 0 t.o b le -hen trere 7PS en esp ec i a lly cle Yer p l ay . Su ch d iversion 

xw~ X-;,i>:1lt'tx .,, s of short 11urP ti on oe c,., 1rne eve r yo n e h2d to rise e2 rl ., the next 

··one sty ·-,~s i()'hly reger e r by these ,Jeop l e . One .P"id debts , K 'lll:0: ·v itho ' t 
·:ri thin 

hec:i t~tion . :rf ::, fin"nci81 n<? 0 c' Pro e be,-ond income , Punds ·"ere obt2ined fltQ:t<! 

tre fP~ily circle r n1 ~r orn~ tl' rep" i d . une to ok care of the ind i g ent in the 

f2~ily, t~e · nfi r m, tte P~ed and orphened . Une const2ntly heard of tLis and 

t"'.ot orph2n8 cr il cl bron,...ht 11.9 in t1.-: is or tho t fnn ily ; of children who reft1sed 

~oor vx m2rr~ ~~e pros)ects t 
o c ;:, re fo r '· ·,,;i do ·"e ci 

b r0u~ 1 t U tJ rnt ers AnA • • 1.Jr>rent ; or elder childre n ., LO 

, • Si,:; ters ?f ter their Al' 9illill:lll" ~ ~ J (r ~ 
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•, 

Thev ··reren ' t 8 11 " s e int s 1',a-tx according to t h e dictum of t he de.y • 

..,,here ··,ere some ::1r1ono: t"\'"'ec;e ,, renc h - 0..,nad i ;:, n s ·vho cons i d ered mill eI1.l}lo:r1ent 

sort of rl emeP nin q , ~ 1t there --s l~ ttle else they coul d do . ~a ine rps a 

~Jronp) · tion c;i-~te , 1Jut 11°n le:orneo '"'n zi:z i <Z R0"XZX Z~ 0R illicit tn- _e in 

.-;piri t 110 1 ls lia1rnrs -·,~s c~ r rien on in t~e city . ,.,,.., i s r"R '""'R P i;i rofi table • 

bus in ess rle~ iste its hRzPrds~ required 1 · ttle tr2ining: e nd ~rench- CPnac! i ens 

· rer e no tee for '' not s p it t · nP-" in the stuff . 

7 or ~ene r2 t5o ns , these people h2d been c cquein te d 1 ith s~ irituo ue 

liq11ias, rn. ··- en it .. JRS not PVPil2b le l e.c;8 lly: even the ~'RKX mos t res.i,)ectc l e 

f;:,miliec:: mP1 e t~e ir own . fmxxmxRxatxkmi x Holi da ys ~ ithou t wine w&X R was jus t 

unth ink2b l e . Men preferre d tte h r d er stuff , of c ourse, so r u~ - sellers 

provirled it . 

3o~e nrench- CPnadianF went to ~o r k for t hese leaders, l e2rned the 

trich, o t,1-- 0 trPrie , then -~,ent into b1rnine,...s f o r ther1selves . It involved 

rlev;s:rnr vr;:, s o-"' ev 7nrr 9olice jnt e rvention, PD it ·-·~s , one by c-r;--ft rnd 

c on c eP lment in ml--icr lP t they rleveloped con° ider2 b le inaenuity . Re g"' r d l ess , 

one go t c 2un:h t occPsionnllv, b·1t r~,... 1in1ed 1:nsiness ·"7it1~ ac!rl ed c a1_it ion . 

t !Clke in ·- c1 rkerl pp ' s on Jc' n- e n1J.mbered? 

7ives ~ere fir tin mo s t househo l ds t o le v e mill em~loyment . 1hei r 

.,_J re r:n,n ci 0 s ···ere most l y c1t 15 or 18 - month interv l s , "nc' ,·ere ex:;i e cte cl from 

her -f'ir st :,·e2r of "':ar ri2 r; e until her infertile years • .:'r e gna nt wome n re·11c.i ed 

2t h ome ···ren t:"eir c ondi ti on be c ame eviden t. uc ces i ons --1e re fE:wx relat ively 

fe ... -·,~en c::,,,e co 1 i l P CC0 7 "'..J2ny her h 1.isb?nd to 3un day ~as:K churc h s ervi ce s , 

pre erP 1 

On s uch occPsi0ns, 1 ~~~inIT men of the co~~unity vo r e ilk h,ts en 

by rn etique tte o-f it s o"'n . One a~ove to c 1uch i n 2 "bu ryy drB'm by t re b est 

horse one c ou ld 8ffo r d . 

more 

---
b :ariit:,, 
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lfo refri(J'er bein~ 2 2 ilable in those dPys ,~urch pses of food 

re require1n nts . 1:.1en rose e2rlier to stcrt 1.,t.e 

~no - ~ire in the stove
1

then to h~gten to the ~ro cery store to obtFin 

d2y-long wo r k 

'T'his store tre1 ~1"'0 pro j_ en o;>)o tin t • to exc1"Pnri:e ne·vs of neighbors ncl 

c o '1:'TilJ. n i t . \ 
C P 11 8 t ~ harries to deliver .c>ood 

oraered tte revious .c> t e oon t~e noon ' s mePl , 2nd he wo l~ return lrter 

to br · na the ~orninCJ' ' s orner . the day , the housewi fe h · d to rnc int~ in 

the ~oo - fire over ~~i ch 

q_pu .crino- ove~ly t
o cook ~ithou t benefit 

h 2t it ~enerete d on her 

of t he r mosta t, 

h e nd . 

y over~ -rsh - bo2rd , boiled clothes for 

~ t , oro n;h dilu ed bluein '~ for ,rhi ting . hw un successive 

r'J;:i ,·s , she irone 

1sb 2nd to 

community 

finer . 

house , mP . e clothes , knitted vnd crocheted ; 

ys th~t she Mi~ t hAVe a somevhet lei u r ely 

2fter her 

15 1{Z1t or 18 - monthl/ 

marr i,qae u ~t il her 

co u l d 2 ccompa ny he r 

M: SS . Hi P:;h M8 SS 8nd one drove to church 

t he best horse~ --cmu'id afro-rd . -Leading me11 of the 

silk ha ts a nd Prine Alber t coats; the women, t he ir best 

</,,,,,. ().) "'i'amily pews were preferc~bly in the center a isle, ) /.!_he wife 

.µ.i;;.r;;:..i~~~~==~~~c.Q..,.-....;i,g,.• ·~~ entered the pe first .~~l ways occup i ed the 

Pisle sea t , . TJnm2rri en wom en ··rho~~- se2t in t hat SP.me pe· 

~ ·~01 lrl t2p the mR n ' ~ s'hou l er 8nd he ··ronl ris e, s te into the 
I 

2 i s le to "'llo her p ss2,re , t en ro,su'!"le t i~ seR t. ~ Just before the end 

of the s erv·ce, 

return trip rne1 
I 

the men left
1 

2s 
t1':.ei r ., 0 ,1enf o lk 

on si~n l
1
to ~repPre th e horse for the 

O q 1 d . j O j_ n th am ts . ,...._ , ~ OU lu. I 



Of - 8 -

~ noon - time 
I 

is ters 8 nd brothers ·•ri th their fc1mi lie"' , 0·1ld 

join !or 1und2y rlinne r , ~na , if not , tte reunion vo~ld be held in the 

even · n~
1

~oth for c-oci?~ility -n the exc~Pn~e of 

?PS observed by ell f2milies, tre only chP.n - e 

Th v> i tual 

al term· ted 

PP osts or uests . 

1~ · n events of their lives -- christening s , w8ddinJ s and funerals - -

·rere biq: or.cPsions . ~onvention r 11led the choice of 8 child ' s name , so f d.i)2rent 
v / 

~ t 1ne one ··· o .. ,0·110 cc1rr.r the child to the b <:J 9tismal font, .<:>nd Fll ' s 

.one cere~ oniously . ~~~ RPme ~~s true of v e dings~. ere tr8dition2lly e 

on s,m :' evenincr !) t the bride ' 

'fl O --·o ciin.q: -1-rii:) ·-,,..,S '"'11'/PV 
,/ 

meet tr in ci eparture ~ 4Aiu..~, 
i:i mer.'"'l,.... ··"ere 2 trree - 02 • 2_,..f2ir -r·ith ni i::htly ·r--.kes until the 

churct service ~n of the f 2mily a bst2ined fro 
,; 

1ork 

outsi rl e tre d ee~.., rno1rning He s observed • ..!Or 

pPrents , o ne ~ore bl~ck for t-o ye rs; for other rela tives, o e · ear 

s 1 1fficer' . :rn both c .. sec;, it .. ,...,""- _permissib l e to ,,·e pr L vend2r , g ra.y or 

··· i te t t. .e ,.,, i - p er i o d • , <) JJ'1f. 
r ~r t eir ~ay t "me ..... , to o, for th 0 se people RreAli ht - he2rf ed

1 

.~ n v .... 0 c i? 1 re; 1.m i on ~ o c c ·"' s i on -for 1 Pu o-h t er n mn c, i c ; o +, e r·, i e , 
,, 

1 nerr-1'? tre t2lented in ny 
':,. A • . I ... '-
~ 1 r / 

n::roup · ·ere Pc:;~e~ to sinq, to plPY some ~nstrurnent or t o · 
I 

3.r 1872, these Prench- C: Pnc=idi2ns h2d formed 2 society they 

c;illed Institut ,Tc1cques C rtier(.:::ifter the rencr: ex__Jlorer to C. nada) a nd 

m0 mberc;b.i? incl11 e r.mtu 1 fin nci 0 l benefits . iuember - meetin _;s ·ere 

or.c;-,sions for entert~inment follo1 in,:; the business session . From s -1ch 

ROJO or ~ro~p pro~r2ms, it 7'"' S r n2tur2 l .i)ro gression to sta~ · 

P l'l vell p 2 tronized since 811 ot her 
I 

form~ of rtiver~ion in+,~ cor1niunity .. r re in ~nglish, p L:·ngua ""e 



_ o _ 

J1,-,·irches m~int;:iin.i,;{ever:-il choir'"", e'"'ch with soloists heard every 

to , et.er ~'"'ch .. ,ith tr 0 ir o,"n t::--lents . 'l'eechin , brothers ::in 
fl.-'µli' 

nuns c,iscovereo r>nd trr5n°d the c ilr r<>n~ h::oncls "'ere formed both , monc;r 
A..- . 

crilrren '"'Tirl ·cl 1lts, ...,nn., to r2i~'= money for the VFrio·1s p;?ris ent_:rJrise~ 

cucr ,s tbe builrt · TIO' of c;chools,crurches :c>nd meetin,e,; - _places for the male-

you ti- · es;;:>~ c ic1 1 ~, br z22 rs ·,,ere orr,:::, ni zed , 

Trese 1~st ··rere ·:ree c- lon~ 2ffc1irs tro::it filled city building 

~~c'litorium evc,ry ni~ht of the week . Jrnds pl2yed, choruses sang, younc uEles 

-li:-fe- of th~ commnit:v , It- ~rrcl r.e stock ·co ... 1)".'"'nre_s_ l"'JPint::;inec for :tears, 

tot.our il'.l ot:~er "?rench- Rt)epki_np; co~mu-nities of ou-r -st"'te . -

On t-he mu-:::icel c;id-e, ~ ? lctrr:e number 
_t,1l2ys 

interludes,- oper.e.t tr s .::,n('! aper s '"'ere _t)res ente-d. over &rc@l•&x many yec1.rs under-
/ 

t~ 1ir~cti.on of locPl music.iBns, .o::ina P--ccomp-e-ni-e-d oy oI'che stras formed by 

loc;-,1 rA"'i~ents, ~ usu, lly ~11 ::?rench , l P- ter yee.rs, these ~:n:rme- -

reperto i r~ , r>nd '"'hen T. "3 . ~~1:.;e-£.J~)li er __ Qf_.L.e ~:es_sa.c:er f' or t.be ,ree. ter 

number o-f e...,rR ;:inn lon,..,. · in the;::it ri c,q 1 .,. no !!l'n icP 1 .flro.duc tions) - tho1t~ht 

(f (( 
it ~o~l~ be Jle?s~nt to Pd Pinafore to~~~ locel re9ertory, he took on the 

tr lr of tr.,nsl.,tinD" tbe 'iBibert rind 'Julliv2n operet ~ -i;,rench . Jt ·· s given 

severDl loc"l~in th..,t~h,ith throuz_h.. the 

yep T" • 



saleries of > 
LePff' .ile, fr1milies prospered, one big fc1 c tor being t La Htliiiiii ·.rnr· ing 

10 

cri ven ~lLm to the Peli d a 11 ex ens es out of the 
members: ~ i(X:X:X~ c f[' ther ..-:ho ~5f¥?f:Z::f'.ZKPFf:!S&Bili.ESliEft ~~fii i§'i:i!SZTWll.-ii;Kf! 
2 cc·1m11l" tion, .-,.:!._vino.: ) 
Mitz~hEri~'!!~ C..ePch contributor 2 mc1 ll s.9encin_ r llowen c e . It soon 

bec...,me 9ossiole for .rPT'li 1 ie to ei tre r b 1
. y the 11 b lock" in · hich :.he y lived, 

or to Oli 

To live in "' 11c bloc .. s - -probably 90 - c2llen bec;:-use of t he ir shc> pe --
. ~-

req11i red some ri .ius t men t ~ or f ;;mi lies f ormerly ll, ed tQ · ·; in A _pri V" te ho '"'e s, 

':'.: ec;e bl.oci:s us 112ll~ hPd cit le;:-st fo·1r c; tories - ·- some five - - 2 9 d 2 centr2 l 

h:::i 11 ".Tay s ep2 rc1 ted er- ch ren t. Ot:ie f~ r1 i ly lived eP ch s i de of t he cor ·i dor , c. nd, . . . 

s 1.mmers, .. ,ith roa n; - n nindo0-rs o)ened for veri til2 t i on , 

P.'"'~re of ;:-bon t ever' thi nr;; t ha t 1.'lent on not only c1 cro -s the hall,bu.t aoove 
I 

n belo·, '"' nd even '"'cross the pt~eet • 

. f'lults 1Js11;:illy k ept 8loof from c ildr en ' s qu2 rrels t-rh i ch mus t h2ve 
~ . . I 

been -~ requen t wit ~ enou h ~ in e:::i ch b lock to ~ emply fil l a 

c l Pssroom . '"'u c"h c c:;e T 12 r ters 1ni1st h;:i ve served to 
~ wt' 

rr:iost fre ouent
11

or1e reprs/\t') tris 

cre;:ite fricti on emono.: 
eb_out / -

r1 .... y .. ,~s ~ ~uch- 2 n -2011lts,too, t,. t t e 

It ,-,~s 2n er.., "' en ·"omen to ok ride in treir ~ 1:ousekee.i:) ing 

u ,-:i 

f nct · onc:; . ~ e ' ~putt e -~sh to ~oPk on 3un d['y evenings the t they mi;ht be 

first t o Jut ry...,s~ on t~e line ~ ondPys , 2n1 one he2rd telk of suc h - 2 nd - sch 

tv ···om:->n ·,ho o P'h t to be '"'Shamed to put such £ 11 yello·,1 11 ·:,E sh on t he line . 

···omen ~0" "" ePl ly in life . 3y 50 , c;t.e ·r s~ old , and it ,le S 

~ con idere(l unseemly for her to 

fi tterl too ti,.,.ht'~~ her ,rnmm~ r 

ress f2sh ion2b l y . -he r clothes mst not oe 

.. 
co2t 1.7'' t r 8di·tionally 2 bl2.ck loo se - fittin.t. 

- . 
t ffetc1 .• trimmed ·,rith be ~e embroid g y, if. the f2mily ·2s affluent . 

can e" c ep t fo r cµ re choir ~~2J.~?.1~ 8D 2- so c ie;._y:_ ~Atings , r is 
ren ·rorlced h2r outs ' ~e the ho~ ys oroll'fnt uptr:e~ooa' t :tom c e lle: s 

nd t 2 c rnd it wit , in t e ""TOO .- o·x .next to tr e · tove ;. ,o.:_irl s he l ) e d vi th the 

house•1ork , ··na JtJ _JL.. , _--1-.,,,. t h . t . · d 
~~»- ey , oo~ mc1r r 1e . earl y in life a n d rent throu h 

t he s;:,me cy cle of b r inain . up l arq;e fam ili es . Migr a ti on c on tinued/ a n d 8 till 

does~ ~ 
' a )L..f.or some ye~.1·y3 , t he~,e Peop l e h . . f 0ur 

~'J;<'IQ.~~~ 
1 

i( -:f.J~ ~4~v~ formed the maJoritY o ~ .... 



11 

-« ?~1 ;y{iey heve become thorou~hly lcme ricanized
1 

bu t 1 genera lly~till live 

a "R renc h life . 

their o·'.'D i:rho 

Among theY.:lse lve s , they er e apt to " look - dovm" U.i:)O n one of 
'-.. 'Vt 3 ~~ '-* J_,,. ........, / 

h2c:; P:i ven u_p t;1e l c1ng;u2ge ;:1nd ~ 2ctivities of , 
I< \A (I.,. t/ 

his forbe::irR . These 12 s t h;:, s ten to te 11 you they "unders t 2 nd " l!,ren ch, even 

thouah they mPy not spe8k it. 

It ' s on l y ~ithin the 1 - s t 30 ye2rs or so that loc a l ~ae rican s of· 

-.,;,rench descent h 9 ve Pdopted ~n7lish ::,s t,,..eir home-l8ngu2ge . Prio r to thrt , 

, "'r::,nco- fl.v,, o,ric0-n 'T!ic:h t use ·c;;nrrlic:;h entirely c'lurinr: his ,vo r ki n g: - hours , bu t , 
;,r 
~~ 

others of the same 

~ Larri rpc:s "monIT "'r::inco-,\meric2ns 2 nc r es i d ents of ( ifferent 
-ttv, 

b2c 1zr:ro'mnr.; beF!Pn r2rely rit first , out~ it;.cre "' S'3d ·,1it'·, the ye a rs, 
I 

until oi:ir ,-o - c;:-,llecl Irish 1J:'ris 1-: es obviously ~ rench ncmes to 
~~ / 

~~~QZ:CZ::l:m;.e,t!~~~,+~_ by iV o (.1 en of 

One even fin ~s ? r e nch n aLl e s on t ne 

roc:;ters .,f ? rotest2nt churche s , no,-r202 ,·s -- 2-::2in throuc;h c, o-c2 lled mixed 

=~ o '1 e 

:: 11 P.Very ·· 2,r ,=,. ince, th ""' ' r,ve serve n ~ :predon ine ntly - n d 

rono:::-,bly . 'T'hey ~ c~11 th errJse lve ~ Ti' r c1:: co - Americans, but t hey ,·1· e 

/'..rr:er ic~n s first, -n d ~"'rench mostly ttk(. for pride of r ncestry r n d CJ.lture . 

,.,,n e" ., "' V 8 lJ e en h 8 r 8 f O, 1 r ;:, D d f i V e Pi: en e I' 8. t i O D S 11 0 ·,7 , c t1 d f O r m E' ' 

-rono o~ 000 , 000 in li e··• >n~ l.cnc' sta tes alone . ";one o f the:,1 ~ 
. fil ,;lt1A, ( C h O i C 0D--> 

t,,....., t ,-,,~ic: co 'm tr~· /l)w p;~ve ~ r$fu~e ~ :: d free d om o~ T the ir) sJeech, 

,~ If 



French of the word. 

o do, 1· . 
because been them in mo ey-rai ·ng project--f-0-r-the 

that particul~r cob· tion~ various 
- - ···- ~ 

Old-time ba~a~=~ -~ere week-long affairs, usua_l _l!_ !1.eld -in the ;~rge 

auditorium at city building. There were sales booths ~x- lining. both 

lon~ sides of the hall, and always,at front-left, a larger area where 

the late Cha.rles Mornea.u served ice cream. 

-~ I 

I don't know at what time of the year these were usu_ally 

held, but I do know that they were annual affairs for several years,because. ... . .. \.. 

I participated in them from early childhood. zfrYVxziz~is~xiwa::t:z&l?iil~e~2tk2 

I do recall tha t in the weeks precedi ng those of us who 
r"friendly) · · · · 

knew Alpha Ouellette ma de s1.1~i~.tions with her were in good order. 

Cha rles Morneau was her_ uncle, ~.nd he a.l vrays depended on Alpha to recruit 

wa itresses for his bazaar booth. . 
~~0.__t<J 

:!i£tz2sYiUiiWBkiikk It took qu ite a fewAb.ec_ause none of ':1.5~, , 

served more tha.n one night during that week. Bes ides, we were all inexperience 

and some years a.way from our 'teens. Older girls were working at -s-c 1z.e1n:;e--:-·. ~r 
b ooths, ~ none but in our age-group was available. 

The ice-cream was sold at 10¢ a dish--how much the ~ arish got 

out .of that, we never knew--but,for such young waitresses, it presented no ·,.. 

a ri thmetica.1 problem. Customers usually pa id with the exact change, a nd _t~p s . 

were non-existent in those days. Neither were we pa id for our services,exce _;t 

that we were promised "all the ice cream" we cou ld ea t i 1~'!-1 -;,~. 
\., 

more 
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