VATNE LESBIAN FENINIST NEWSLETTER
December 1980 and January 1981

"Faine Lesbian Feminist was organized at a wcrkshep at Gay sympesium
ITII. The purpose of the organization was, and still is, to provide a
base for support, conscicusnass raising, and political action. Also,

a celebraticn for lesbians throughcut the State of Maine." C.H.

¥#¥%¥ Novembers' VLF meeting was held Sat. Nov. 22?d at the S.B.A. Club.
t was decid to Jhave opx ua ears Party/Dance at 9:00 P.IV. on
R ¢ rd, instea of tHE %ﬂg%nyDe , so driving would be a
llttle safer. The dance will be at Slate's in Hallowell. The mext
meeting will be at Connie's new hcme in Bangcr on Jam, 17th. Please
try tc cccme as an important issue needs to be discussed. This may be
the last issue of the Newsletter. We are tired of dcing it in the
Vid-Cocast area and are hcping a group of wemen from another area has
the energy to continue this wvaluable werk. No kidding - we are burnt
out and lcsing energy fast. If this nesletter means something to ycu
than please show up?V ;
AGENDA
Ncens - get together, greetings etc.
1:00 - Theme cf this meeting will be "isclaticn" as a Maine
Lesbian issue
or - board games and cards - bring yeur toys:
cr - instruments to play music and sing along to
3300 - business meeting - to discuss symposium - keynote speakers, .
workshops, etc. What dc¢ you want to have happen? Also
discussion cf newsletter issue - Where dc we gc frcocm here?
4:00 - eve -~ games or whatever - dinner - etc,
Directicn's tc Ccnnie's ~ Find Bangcr. Get to the Dunkin Donuts on
Route 1A, Call Ccnnie's from there as we do nct have better directions
at time of printing. Connie's phone is 942-0021, Her address is 105
3rd Street, #3, Bangcr.

‘%¥%The Susan B. Anthohy Club is closed, temporarily we hope, until
warmer weather is upon us. Fear nct - there will be an VMLF New Years
" Dance, Sat., Jan 3rd at Slate's Restaurant c¢n the main drag 1n

Hallowell, We'll keep you pested cn future events,

*#% Wimmin in the mid-ccast area who feel strongly about this earth
are invited tc attend the next meeting of "Wcmen and Life on Earth"”,
AK.,A, "Earth Mothers". This newly formed group is open tc all wimmin
whc want tc study abcut and work cn environmental issues frcm a feminis
perspective, The next meeting will be Jan, 9, 1981 at 7:30 P.M,. at

New Leaf Boocks in Rockport. At this meeting we will share our feelings
as wimmin and feminists in relaticn to cur responsibility toc the eartikh
Those whe come are urged to read at least the last two chapters cof

"A Handbook focr Women on the Nuclear lMentality" by Susan Koen and Nina
Swain., The bock is available at New Leaf Bccks cr by sending $2,C0
plus 50¢ pcstage to WAND, Box 421, Norwich, Vt. 05055. Wimmin wanting
more info or wishing to borrow the handbock can call Marlane in
Sheepscott at 882-3480 or Mitzi in Unicon at 785-3881 cr Nan at
Swanville at 548-2970,

I
#¥% T'd like to begin a once monthly Feminist Spirituality/Womoncraft/
Psychic Work feor Wimmin group at my home in Sheepscot. We could work
on different issues in cur lifes at each meeting; i.e. the-world-cut-
there-and-what-to-do-individually-and-collectively-to-make-changes-
inside-and~-cut; cor - how to be richer mcnetarily; or - how to relate
in ways we'd llke ourselves better; cr...soluticns/suggestions would
come from the individual womon, and group support, feedback, and psychi
help would push her onward to realizing her goals in this physical
reality.

Or - we could take a course I've already facilitated which uses
guided imagery/meditation; wcrk on our basic, core beliefs; psychic
readings; healings; Goddess work:s meditating on her-our hlgher selves,
chanting, locklng inward for sclutions, listening for ocur inner guides/

guidances. A suggested reading list and handouts would be available.

I'4d need to be recompensed for facilitating these all day
workshops, $15, more or less, or trade, scunds gocd tc me., How abcut
you? First workshop will be held cn Sclstice Sunday, Dece. 21, from
llsocc - 4300 P.M. at RFD 1, S665, Wiscasset 04578, I'm Marlane
Spillinger and can be reached at 882-5480 early mcrnings or mcst
evenings., Please pre-register,

REVEVBER: WE CREATE OUR REALITIES., LET'S BE CONSCIOUS AND POSITIVE
IN THEM,
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The Nat'l Gay Task Force is working closely with the staff of the White House
Conference on Children of Youth to be held Dee. 13-18, 1981. They want to use this
conference to provide better service to all chéldren &"youth thru active partici-
pation by the lesbian & gay community. Any individ#als or groups that wish to par-
ticipate should send info to both NGIF & the confereunce staff. (NGTF & 80 5th Ave.,
NYC, NY 10011) & (Marie Oser, Exec. Dir., White fiouse Conference for Children &
Youth 730 Jackson P., NW, & Washington, CD 260086

e L e e . vl ot leip s

Alix Dobkin has just released a new record on the Q's Wax Works label, called
XX Alix. For more info on her record &/6r write the record production co:
Progect No. 1, Star Rt. 212, Bearsville, NY 12409

*%%*The Educational Exploration Center, a'group of teachers, parents & students
working to make the educational ‘eystem more responsive...by producing & distribut=
ing alternative, social materials, to elementary & secondary schools) Is asking for
articles & lesson plans for an anthology tentatively titled "Teaching & learning
About Lesbians & Gays. If your're interested in writing an article or lesson plan
or have info, write: Polly Kellogg, Education Exploration Center, PO Box 7339,

Minneapolis, Minn 55407.

QR 3 . 2 g 9 ? g ? ?

A 2-Q dance troupe, "Q on the Move" is available for performances. Also, a Q's
mime group called '"Mischief" is available for performances & workshops. For more
into contact Roadwork, Inc., 1445 RI.Ave., MW, Washington, CD 20005
LOCAL , g

Dear MLF--I have a new 3 bedroom home with 2 acres, 8 miles from Augusta on ;
Brunswick Ave. Do you know of anyone who would like to share it-on a strictly room
mate basis only? $40.00 a week includes everything--own bedroom, lights, heat,
phone, washer & dryer etc. If you can help me find someone, be glad to contribute
the 1lst weeks rent of $40.00 to MLF If anyone is interested, please call 582-1744
after 9:30 p.m weekdays, angtime weekends. Ask for Jay. Thank you in advance
for anything you can do! : Jay

Sponsors Still Needed For Lesbian & Gay Cuban Refugees

"Spongors for approximately 600 lesbian & gay Cuban refugees are still needed,
the Nat'l Gay Task Force & the Universal Fellowship of Metro. Community Churches
said today. For info on sponsoring a refugee contact: Joseph Fraggs, Human Relations
Coordinator, ¥S Dept of State, Barracks 1598, Ft. Chaffee, AK 72901.

*%%'"We need lesbian & Gay lawyers:.'" "The fear of exposure disbarment & job dis-
crimination has kept many lesbian/gay law students and attorneys locked in a pro-
fessional closet. But fear not, friends, you are not alone. A number of law
schools now provide the support of a lesbian/gay caucus. If you are thinking about
applying to law school, the Lesbian and Gay Causus at Rutgers Law School - Newark
encourages you to consider Rutgers Lzw school im Newark, New Jersey. O comprised
517% of last year's incoming class. Rutgers also offers a variety of clinical
programs (constitutional litigation, Urban Legal, Q's Rights, Prison Litigation, &
Labor law). For more info, write: Lesbian/§ay Caucus, Rutgers Law School, 15
Washingtéon St., Newark, NJ 07102

poems poems poems poems poems poems
THE CTHER Q FOR ANITA

i held another Q last night. Without your propinquity I am left
She didn't fit like you do. Longing for the soft scents of your
i felt awkward with her beside me. warmth
You are like a favorite teddy bear © And the tenderness with which you
or a best pair of faded blue jeans, envelope me.
soft & worn in all of the right places. Coloured lights & loud music
She was stiff & cold with sharp corners & Or the inebriating fruits of the vine

t:rilliant colours, Cannot digpel your image from my memery.
she'11 break easy. It is so cold here without you.
m?ybe that's something else about you. So lonely at times that I dare notmove.
i 've hugged you so much that i know And, yet, I know you are lonely, too.

how hard i can squeeze without you breaking. You just dén't write poems.
it's nice to have someone who will last. Seloig

Laura E. Stadler
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Repest ocu Q's Jontarsci hetlons<«-7? 0 frcm Maine travelled down to
Washington tc join 15060 cther ¢ from wihrcughout the Nertheast to voice
our rage & ccncern abcut the nuclear meutality and marvelcus war
machines which are an extensica ¢f patriarchial cppressicn & exploitat-
ion. It was a very powerful experience for all whco participated & is
a warm-up fcr a naticnwide Yother®s Day acticn coming up at the Pentam
spenscred by the Q's party fcr survival. We want the next cne to be
bigger, better & mcre effective in terms of reaching largenumbers of
pecple, There will be a planning sessicn fcr this future event someti
me in January, contact Vitzi Lichtman, KFD 2 Unicn, Ve 04862-785-3881.,
cr Debbie Jenney, 81lA vesper st., pertland, 772-6953.

Q's Pentagon Acticn - Nev 16-17, 1980

"At least 37 Maine Q made their way down tc Wash, DC last weekend
fer this all Q's action. It's general purpose was tc call attentiocn to
the murdercus route that this ccuntry is taking, the immenent threat cf
nuclear war, and the need feor a more humane pclicy toward this mations

pecple. There were arcund 2,000 there frcm all cver the east coast,
with a sgattering of frem all cver the ccuntry., The 1lst day cf the
action was a day cf education & dialcgue. I think it was reccgnized
by the whe crganized the event that there wculd be a wealth cf pol-
iticat energy & expertise at the event, & that it wculd be an excellent
time to share & combine that energy. There were wcrksheps in 9 differ-
ent general areas; some weres & viclence, Q & Health, in the arts,
& militarism, sexual crientaticn. were encouraged t¢ go tc a work-
shcep they knew little abcut & wanted tc¢ learn mcre in the am & tc a
woerkshop in an area that they wanted tc put a let of thought & acticn
intc in the pm. After the pm workshcps ended, there was a general
gathering, and a representative from each topic area did a chert slg
cf the pcints that had come cut of the afterncon sessione.

Thrcughcut the acticn I was impressed by the distincily Q's sense
cf things. A sincere &, I think, successful attempt was made to have
the whcle action be as decentralized as possible. There were twice
as many there as the crganizers expedted, which I think acccunted
for scme cf the confusion & inefficienty. o0y i o v 0

The 2nd day was the Pentagcn Action itself. We all assembled oursel
ves in frcmt of Arlington Cemetery in the am & did a quiet march thru
the cemetary (demonstrating is illegal there). There were 4 parts to
the acticn cnce we reached the Pentagon. The 1lst was a pericd of mourn
ing., A cemetary c¢f persecuted was set up in the larn in x front of
the Pentagcn & we all expressed cur grief., Next a giant red puppet
marched X cntc the lawn with a sign "We are Angry". The mccd of the c#d
crcwd changed as we raised our vcices & fists in an expressicn of our ra
rage. The next part cf the acticn was empcwerment; which invclved
us circling the pentagon ccmpletely, hand in hand. The last was def-
iance, ‘in which grcups cf Q gathered at each entrance tc the Pent &
these willing to commit civil discbediance blccked the #ntrances.

There was to be an cpen mike at the front entrance after thedmction
but it began to hail & rain & the acticn came tc a rather scattered
clcse. There were 5 arrested frcm Maine, 4 of whom are in a de-
tenticn center awaiting trial.” N.B.

Another action is planned for Mcther's day--let's do whatever we
can tc make it successful,

Court Rules Immigration Law Unenforceable

San Franciscc--Immigration Judge Bernard Hornbachk ruled Fri Nov 7
that an unsclicited, unambigucus, self-acknowledgement of homcsexuality
is insufficient evidence fcr exclusion cf a gay alien. Ruling on the
admissicn of Carl Hill, a Brisish subject visiting the US for a 2 mo
vacation, Judge Hornbah held that a Calss A NMedical Certificate is re-
quired for exclusicn of homosexuals under the 1952 Immigraticn & Nation-
ality Act. This ruling, if upheld on appeal, eliminated the remaining
areas cf contenticn in the long fight waged by the Nat'l Gay task Fcrce
& Gay Rights Advccates tc change anti-gay federal immigraticn pelicy.

In Aug, 1979, US Surgeocn Richmend held that there was no medical or se
ientific basis for a diagnosis c¢f homcsexuality, & ordered Public Heal
th Service physiciana tc decline referrals made by the Immigration &
Naturalizaticn Service for such determinaticn.

"We are pleased & gratified by this decisicn which wex fully expect-
ed", ccmmented GRA Legal Director Donald C., Knutscn., "Especially en-
cocuraging was the sensitive & compassicnate lamguage used by the court
in its description of this dehumanizing law." In his cpinicn read from
the bench, the judge severely criticdézed the Congress for attempting
to hide violaticns of human rights behind the clcak ¢f medical sciente,



PUBLICATIONS u
#%%#0) Internatiocnal Network News" is a world-wide open ccmmunicati cn
system by, for & about u of all bakgrcunds, beliefs, naticnalities & age
age groups. Subscripticns sned 320 tc WINNEWS, Fran P. fcsken, 187
Grant St., Lexington, Mass 2173

¥%*¥]Maine Q's Lohby - Newsletter Send $2 cr mcre to PO Box 15, Hallowel
Ve, 04347 |

#¥#%*Cycless: A lMocn Calendar fcr 1981- is a2 vall poster designed to ex .t
pand ycur awareness cof the cycles cf nature & of ycur personal cycles.
Send $6.,00 each tc Marilyn Langfield Publicaticns Design, Cycles 1981,
PO Bcx 2957 - 0 Petmluma, CA 94953

##*VAE NAD: a Q's literary Jcurnal. The New Feminist Quarterly of Prse

& Visual Arts - seénd $12/yr (4 issues) tc MAENAD, PO Box 738, Glouster,
Ma 01930

#%%Paid My Dues - 4 quarterly jocurnal of Q in music, Swb $10/yr send tc
P¥D, PQ Box 6517, Chicage, IL 60680 alsc poster avallable. "To give
veice to cur struggle" $5.50

¥%*%#Ladyslipper, Inc. has a catalcg cf reccrds & Tapes, scngbocks, etc,
by 0 tc get on the mailing list, write tc¢ Ladyslipper, Inc. PO Box 3124
Durham, NC 27905

¥#%¥Portland %'s Cogmunity Newsletter - 12 issues $5/yr send tc
Diane Elge, 15 Deering, Ave. Pcrtland, lMe 04101

##%She* is the only Lesbian Magazine in S. Fla-write tc PO Bex 8306
Pembroke Pines Branch Hellywocd, Fla 33024

¥#¥The Empty Closet - New ycrk's cldept Gay newspaper send 36/yr to
The Empty Clcset Press, 713 Vonrce Ave, Ruchester, NY 14607

###FOCUS -~ a Journal fcr lesbians -~ ficticn, poetry, reviews carfccns.
graphics,  send $8/yr 6 issues tc FOCUS 1151 Mass Ave,, Cambridege,vMa

#%¥*Pan-Internaticn - Naticn Union for gay men & lesbian @ in Denmark
write tc PO Bex 1023, DK-1007 Copenhagen K Denmark

#%*Legbian Herstcry Archives - Newsletter Send donaticn tc PO Box 1258
New Ycrk, NY 10116

¥ 356 3 2 g ) == = e 3 . - 3 ' r 1+ ' 3 3 oL

pape2EBalk iBES 52, 805k r R ST TRAARE A0 EPA AR t & ERY T AR S L1 WE L TRRES h

Ave, NY NY 10011 :

**#¥Aincient VMirrcrs cf Qhood - Veclumes I and II cur gcddess and hercine

heritage - crder frcm New Sibylline Bcoks, Inc., Box 266 Village Sta,

NY, NY 10014 Vcl. I $6.%5 Vol II $7.95 Set cf I&II $13.00

$12,50 a set on. 5 or more sets,

SYMPOSIUN NEWS * # e * * # * ... . * IR
Maine Lesbian & Gay Men's Sympcsium VII will be held May 8,9 & 10

in Portland. If ycu want tc have a say in what's happening please come

tc the next planning sessicns to be held Jan 24th at 1:00 in student

Unicn, at Univ, ¢f Maine in Augusta., We'll be picking keyncte speakers

sc ccme with ycur voice.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO FACILITATE A WORKSHOP?

Proposed werkshep

Title cf workshops

Name c¢f facilitatcr/s:

address/es

telephone/st '
Descripticn: (as you wculd like it to. appear in the Sym bocklet.
Limit tc % 5 sentences)

This workshop is for: everyone Q cnly men only
4 children other (desbribe)

If ycu choese not to facilitate w weorkshop, do ycu know of someom
who might?..please pass this cn.

Return form to: Pam B, cr  Michael Lecnard
S HRNe s , 9 sprice st
ROrcnc, Me 04473 Augusta, Me 04330

Thank ycu



o
i

NGTF. Co=Piractors Charl:i ¥rydan & Lucis Yaleshs, who were present for this
precedent-setting hearing, cxpressed their aspreciatiou for the judge's position
as well. "This victory is cwrucial, particulaily at this time when many lesbians &
gay men are concerned about the fuliuie of our movenent during the next few years,"
commented Brydon & Valeska. 'With GRA, we will pursue the immigration issue thru
the appeals process & continue to press forward on other fronts as well. The fuad-
amental questions of civil rights & the right to privacy for gay people are unchanggd
& we expect to build on this & other victories in the months & years ahead". NGTF news

SPEECH PREPARED FOR THE TAKE BACK THE NIGHT MARCH 11/1/89¢

"I want to send a message tonight to a few people & institutions (and this list is
by no means exclusive) - and that message is-

We say no more:
To judges (especially Archie Simonson) who think we provike rape by behaving as
free & independent human beings-

We say no more!
To Meldrin Thompson, former Governor of NH, whose Commission for claimed that
domestic violence shelters are just homes for runaway wives-and te all politicians

like him- -
We say no more.

To Larry Flynt, publisher of Hustler Magazine, & other purveyors of this insidious
form of violence against
We say no more.
To the thousands of purveyors of k‘ddie porn & other atrocities who see no relation
between this & incest & other violence towards children -
We say no more.
To a heterosexual world that condones violence against lesbians in the streets of
this country & this very city -
We say no more!
To a world that condones in thouwsands of subtle & not so subtle ways:
-the beating of one Q every 18 seconds in this country in her home;
-and one Q every hour,/24 hours a day/ 365 days a year im Maime -
We say no more.
To a world where violence breeds violence in our homes, on TV,ir our streets =
We say no more!
To a human service system where those of us working to stop this viclence & provide
service to its victims have to scrounge every day to keep our meager existermce a

reality -y say no more.

To those men whose lst questions to Q working in domestic violence is always "what
about battered men?" I say let men organize services - we have nurtured our oppress-
ors too long -
We say no more!
To the Congress & Supreme Court of this Nation who have succeeded in sending poor
9 once again to the back alleys for abortions-
We say no more!
To a political system that gives us:
Ronald Reagan - whe is to O what Colonel Sarders is to chicken:
Jimmy Carter who might havé been OK - he's just born again- the probiem is he
was born again as Jimmy Carter.
John Anderson who is wonderful on g's issues as long as you don't need food,
clothing, or shelter -
and then calls that a choice-
We say no more!
From this day forward - let us pledge to one ancther -
mother to daughter
sister to sister
victim to victim
We will not stand by while violence is perpetrated on any one of us -~ for violence
to one Q is violence to all O.
In all our work we must unde¥stand that the most fundamental territory of the pat-
riarchy is the female body. We must reélaim what is our own.

We must stand together or we will all £all.
Let tonight be - not the end - but the beginning - the beginning of the end of
violence against

Let us go ferth together and take back the night!!! Lois Galgay Reckitt

Northeast Regional Director
Natl Organization for Q



