VAINE LZISBIAN FENINIST NIWSLoTTER
S February, 1980

"Vaine Lesbian Feminist was erganized at a workshop at Gay Sumposium
I1I. The purpose of the organlbation was; and still is,:to preéwvidera.
base fér support, censciousness raising, and political action. Also,

a celebratlon for Lesbians througheut the State of Maine". C.H.

Vinutes from Jan. 26th meetlng in Belfast

General lMeeting:

A. The Gay Sumpesium name has been changed to Lesbian & Gay Sympesium,

##%], Workshops were discussed. People with ideas for workshops & fac-
ilitators to run them submitted them to Kathy.

¥#%2, MLF table: MLF decided te run-a-table at the symposium tn dise.
tribute infe abeut VLF & to sell lesbian & feminist buttons. Noney
from sales will benefit VLR, Selectien of budtons & other pessible
gsale items will te dene at .ext meeting. Anyene with catalngues
shsuld bring them.

D VuSJC/Arr If you wish te show yeur art or be involved with mak-
ing music at the sym. contact the Wilde/Stein Club, Nemorial UnienUNC

B. VLF $$ te support Lesbian/Gay. causes: Two groups of people hawve.
asked for sur suppsrt: 1) The Body Polific (see pg. 3 of NL) and 2)
Bunny King Defensse Fund (sce page 4 ef NL)., NLF decided to contribute
$20 to the defense fund and set up collection cans at SBE dances for
individual centributicns,

C. Next MLF meeting is set fer Feb. '16- 17 1n btrong. The w1=nd is sehed-
ulcd a8 a retreat wkend with’Sat’set” prlmarlly for NLF workshops end. :
business & Sun as fun-time. The setting is rural, near the western mtms
Skiing,  ice-skating, & snowshwoing are pessible activities. Nancy plans
a pettery warkshep Sua 10 am., Several penple are loaking into ths pess-
1b111ty >f shewing a film Sat. eve. Betty plans tc have a hsaling circle
whe play instruments are -encs: uxugcd to bring tnrw, Tlcsp coming for.
he wkend sheuld bring‘feed and'slesping bags (if possible).-See belew
for directions. :
D. Anneuncements: VIF revolv&ﬂgwlihrary: 0 with boeks to lend/Frade with

ether NLF members asubmitted liets of beoks to Vicky whe v,l.-. aved te
make up a na "5,' o \‘r wartly vasc sdafl o whe 'toesndinel L0, DLrzaw
the boek. 1f you have Buwiis sou wiss 1o pub on the list, cceritact Micky
at the next meeiing. g A K””“““*“Y
DIRECTIONS TO JAN & DeEBS3: f : s
FRON PORTLAND: Take ®rnpk to Auburn. From Auburn é\‘;ﬁ N
exit road turn LEFT rnto 4N. Stay on LN thru Parm- °°°° 5\ ?;Qﬁf%ﬁﬁf
ington. Turn RT en 145 (x 11 mi north of Farmirgton)f™ 'x”‘/ el g
Ce: thruStrrneg. At Starbird Lumber take the left nmjaix“f;z'
fork (W. Freeman Rd.) Bear LEFT past Couseneau Lmbr A gfﬁ;>

. & continue-rd winds thru woods, passes some small = ;“Q\Z

houses & caiaps, then comes into'the W, Freeman Valy

Cross sm, bridge & pass graweyard (rt). Ours is next T
house on LEFT-White clapboard frmhouse with tan barn Yﬁl\
(phnnez 684~-4142 '
FROM BANGOR: Take Rt.2 W to Farmington, turn RT
ento 4N & follow above directions.

Fr@m Belfast: Take 137 W.thru Waterville tn 2 W

(E. Mercer) and fellew absve directions.
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VLF AGENDA - Feb. 16.& 17 at Deb & Jdn B i ‘{T;w@ Sl e Tookow
11300 - Hellos & Huggiles i : ' :

S 12:00 - In/eut81de play Bring U e Ty Nerkshrp

A ‘ .. snew & ice tays N12:00 - In/outside play .

T+ 3100 - General Meeting D evening- Music, readlng. poems,
e - Vetherhmed workshop A maybe -a movie, play-.
evening - Wassage.workshep T3 4 ¥ 4 & time, bring instrumts.

#%*¥Need revitalization???Here's your chance te relax & recoup ynur
_energies in a large quiet cabin deep in the weods North of Belfast, I
am traveling from about Feb., 16-26 & need housesitter(s) to keep the«
fires burning fer my plants, cat & 2 birds., If interested, cail Nan-

at 338-1975 Sﬂen"ALSO know anybody traveling to nr thru Towa abeut
Feb. 1699 Q & chlld "looking for ‘ride. Again, call Nan - 3361975 Thanks

AN OPEN LHTTQRs"TO the of VLF: I want tu thank you fer t,“ wonderful
connections I Had this past wkend. The workshops were exceli'ent & very
teneficial, I felt very wamm & cconnected with all of you. As an ocut-
gider I felt very very accepted & comf)rtable, ags theugh I had kneown
you fer many years and probably have some in spirit. I anm chv1ﬁg :
Jan. 1 for my journey to Calif, I will be thlnklng of you oftsn. Gsod
luck with getting things together & wrapped up for march., I 3end you
1ots of Q energy. Love to yeu -- Sally Bnrke"

Some nice positive feedback is always nicel! Sally was visiting from
Burlington, VI, Come back anytime, Sally!! : : :

#%#%Tg there a lavendar meen en- your envel@pe°° That means that ysur
subscriptien is due. Please sand in yeur ¢5 Thanks,



| ;
Q %g THE SUSAN B. ANTHONY CLUB 09 >
This is a club for % jdentified Q. It was created with the intent-
jen eof getting cultural, secial & educational events happening in Naine
fer Q. Se, if you want something to happen & keep happening, nheip Dy
sunuerting the place er by using the space £d8r Q's events, Write to
Sucan B. Amtheny Club,c/e NMLF P.O.Box 125, Belfast, lNe. 0L915,
Diroctionss Located in downtown Belfast, above the Grasshevper shop on

— e g
@

Vain Sireet. Enter the door to the rignt of the Grasshopper, ge up te
the 3rd flosr, ge left and you are therel!l : '

GALENDAR OF EVENTS

Febfuary :
3. 6th - Film/Discussion series - "Bamners & Babies"” 3100 p.m.
Sat.23rd - 8Q% DANCZ - Celebrate Sweethearts Day a little late
3-12 pm $2.00 donation S ]
March . 5 :
g o dt) Eosai, e A i TR TS L e g
Sun. 9th - Film/Discussion series-will annsunce film next month
Sat.1l5th - - Cencert QQ*LISA**SPARKS**MICKY**-playing aceustlic

guitars & singing wimmin's music. They are really greati
Den%t miss them!¢ 7330 - 11 pm $2,50

ANNOUNCEVNENTS & INFORMATION : :
¥R 0'5 nesource Center - Portland-is offering Ceunseling services
far *ndlvicduals & greups, Types of groups includesSeparaticn, Diveice
Single Lifestyles, Menopause, Self-Help, Mid-Life Experiencs. Siiding.
scales available. Contact Kathleen MacPhersen, Women's Regour:ce Center,
14 Tonce St., Portland, Me er Call 772-7686, They alsc have gducaticnal
Services and sffer Free Referrals. s ;

#%%NOTICE: CHANGE OF ADDRESS FOR THE NZW ALSXANDRIA LESTIAN LTBRARY
This meve marks a significant step in the Library‘'s growth. Tenceived
in 1974, the Library has been cellecting, recording, and orasomving
the expressiens ef Lesbian life in this country & throughent tne world.

Lacated In Chicage for 5 yrs, the New Alexandria has a very Iion
sarchives of Lesbian activities in that city. In her new cooniry hame,
the Library will ccntizc tn ba a natienal archives whnichi focuzze. sn
epllecting & preserving 2 o100, L.y rlences i Ot PR Tt LAY
and cultures L : = o

* The library is prescitly lecated on Crescent bo.a wnar

Farm, 10 weeded acres in the feothills of the Berkshirer-che farm srig-
inally ewned by Jill Jehnsten. It was in this space wherc sie wieote
Lesbian Nation. This land is clese te Nerthampton, MA and n&to been
ewrcd & lived en by Lesbians fer the past 10 yrs. The Library 'is
especially proud to have such a heritage & te te adding to the herstery

of. this ‘Lesblen land'The New Alexandria will be heused in a buiiding
of her own: a studie with a left and leaded windews, a beautirul heuse
of weed built by Lesbian carpenters. The Library's heldings Include
ever 1200 boeks, many different titles ef periedicals, Subject &
regional files, manuscripts, flyers, guides, bibliegraphies, posters,
tapes, recerds, Quttans and much mere. Sy

~We enceurage all Lesbians te contribute te the collectien by sending
infermatien abeut yeur lives, events, greups, experiences in whatever
ferm they appear. The Library will ¢continue te suppert yeur research
interests,& serve as a center for Lesbian theught & writings, The space
is large eneugh te accommedate visiters whe wish te stay & enjey the
quiet & beauty ef the surreunding weeds, hills, rivers, & streams.
: Please make a nete ef the new mailing address & after Jan. 1st,
centinue te send any inquiries, denatiens ef Lesbian meney, materials,
publicatiens, recerdings, manuscripts, peems, pnsters, flyers, phetos,
tes NEW AIEXANDRIA LIBRARY, P.0.Bax 111, Huntingten, NMA 01050 -
Diane,& Betty. Birdfish fer NALL

*#*¥Shiatsu Massagé for O-an afterneon werkshep-shiatsu massage fer
head, nect, & sheulders, Sat Feb, 16, 1-4pm $10, All Q welcemes
Fer further infe and to register, call Helena Lipstadt, 35920264

###) geries ef werksheps en Sexuality & Relatienships fer yeung peeple-
15 being erganized in the-Belfast arba. . They weyuld like input frem
VLF-anyene wanting te de er halp with a workshep, please contact Be
Bergstrem frem Midceast Gay Yen, Box g7, Belfast, Me 04915, teles
338-3275, 336-33084, Alse, a spin-df that Be envisiens will be the
erganizing of a gay yeuth greup fer yeung Q & men,

#%#)\ gtate-wide menthly newsletter is being erganized te distribute
"Altgrnate" news stsries, such ass lecal & safe energy scurces, denent
hsusing, rights/respect for Q, gay men & lesbians, elders & ysuih, o 4
lew-income people, minerities, & ether living things-native culture,
consumer infe, feed cooperatives, lhher unions, alternsiive schesls,
nuclear pewer, etc. In ether werds, thy'll print news that "semehew"
deesn't make it inte eur local papers. 1f yeu want the newsletfer eor
if yeu weuld like te help with articles, polities, erganizing, er print-
‘ing, write tes Larry Dansisger, RFD 1, Newpert, Ve, 04953 er call
038-2210. Subsciiptions are $4/yr, mere er less., '
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##%Canada's Major gay liberation journal The Body Folitic would like
donations to put the follewing full page ad into the Toronto Globe &
Mail-Canada's equivalent to the New York Times, with names of group
names listed in the ad for support. They are asking $10/individual,
$20/group. Checks payable to Hallman & Higgins in Trust for The Boady
Politic Globe Campaign c/o Box 7289, Sta. A, Toronot Ontario/M5W 9Z9.
They are planning to place the AD beginning nf Feb so please be prompt
with donations. BREERE MW EER HRBAE  RRHRRH® EHERR ;

AD: WE URGE THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF ONTARIC TO DROP THE APPEAL AGAINST
THE BODY POLITIC. In Jan, 1979, The Body Politic, Candda's rational
gay liberation journal was tried on a charge of using the malls to dis-
tribute "immoral, indecent or surrilous" material. The paper was found
not guilty.

Although the court battle was both lengthy & cestly fer the non-pro-
fit community newspaver, supporters of freedom of the press & ¥ ninors
ity rights were justifiably pleased by the verdict. In his juidement,
Judge Sidney Harris remarked on the basis of the issue befere nim,
that The Body Politic is a "serieus journal of news & opini.n",

Some weeks later, however, the Atterney General of Oniariu, Roy
Mclurtry, decided to appeal the verdict and force the defeundantis in this
case to face still further legal proceedings, - )

This decision to appeal is an attack on the freedum of a minonrity to
express it's views. It will drain the energy & financial resources of
the gay community's principal newspaper & will further weaksn that
cominunity's capactiy to make it's views known, Moreover the sifect of
this appeal, whatever the intention, will be to punish pecpiz wh> huve
beén Found not guilty in the courts.

. ’W2 urge the Attorney General to drop the appeal & to rectcre tne
“reputation of his department for the fair & equal treatmeul of ninorit-
ies, NOT GUILTY MEANS NOT GUILTY A thousand or more siornatures &
endersements listed.

I+ you wish to help you can send donations to The Body Folitic Fiee
The Press Fund c¢/o Lynn King in Trust, Cornish, King and fcchs, Zarris-
tors & Soélicitors, 111 Richmond Street Wezst, Suite 320, Tceueoio,
Ontario, M5H 3N6. (affiliations for the purpose ef identir..ail:in only)

I

##%¥Aygusta lesbian with trailer is loeking for Q to shars :nacc. Yust
like animals., Write Stephanie Law, RFD #7, Augusta. Tell mc o Little
about yourself & a phone number where I can cgll you.

##%The stcering committee for the Maine Lesbian & Gay Symrpcu...: <111 be
helil 2t the UVMA campus (hepefully-Call 763-3211 the day bevecw: Mo check

on place) at 12:00 Sat. Feb. 9th. All are welcome to com=» ~ 3l
NOTICE-~ thie name change fer the sympesiumiii : '

#%#¥The Maine Democratic caucus 1§ Feb.l0. Supperters of Scrwtor Kennedys
camczign are urging all to get there, If you would like iniv 2about
Kenrnzdy & Qfs issues, write to Citlzen for Kennedy, 14 Celumbia St.,
Augusta, Me

#%¥*Ronrinis of"The Nuclear Frontier", Harvey Wasserman's "Radlation
Roulette” (MJ, August 1979), Mark Hertsgaard's “Trading in Nuclear
Futures” (MJ, June 1979) & Paul Jacobs "What You Don't Know Mzy Hurt
You: The Dangerous Business of Nuclear Exports” (MJ Feb/March 1576)

are available, Prices: 2 copiles (minimum order), $1.00 plus 354 shipping
additional copies, 3 for $1.00. Send to Mother Jenes Reprint Service,
625 3rd St., San Francisco, CA 94107

###Chrysalis also has an excellent article in issue #9 for $3.50., Send
to Chrysalis, 635 South Westlake Ave., Les Angeles, CA 90057. Ohi The
article is on the effects Nuclear power has~and will have on our
existance and is written by a 2 -

###PERSEPHONE PRESS is announcing - The €6oming Out Stories by Julia
Penelepe Stanley, Susan J. Wolfe, Editors, Adrienne Rich, Forew-rd,
$6.95, To order add $.60 shipping for first beok, 20¢ for ¢ncn additien-
al book. Send to: PO Box 7222, Watertown, MA 02172, Persephore Press
does workshops on lesbian-feminist publishing & the impoirtar~z of
lesbians owning our own words, Please contact Deborah Snow ir interested
at the same address.,

EUBLICATIONS***** FWRR FHE N KK
*¥¥ATBATROSS -~ The Lesbian Feminist Satire VMagazine. News-visws-reviews-
interviews-poetry-fiction-humor-comix! $7/yr. Send to s Albaiross,

82 S, Harrison, E., Orange, NJ 07017,

##%B% > Momg Nag - Colorado's lenthly 0's Journal. News, Thcoxy nter-

views, poetry, health, $50 lifetime subsc. $6/indiv. Send to Big liama
Rag, 1725 Gaylord, Denver, Colorado 80206,

**fgjﬁYL_;_QﬂLLQ a women's arts & culture journal - 3 issues/%15%
1 issues/$0, Send te: 6906 West Park Drive, Hyattsville, MD <C733

###]ESBTAN TIDE - National News & features 37.50/yr. Send te: Tide-B,
1314 Tremaine Lane, Los Angeles, CA 90019,
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##%Madnegs Newtork News - A,quarterly journal of psychiatric inmates/
anti-psychiatric movement. $5/yr 6 issues for individuals, $1/yr.
prisoners, free to psychiatric 1nmateu. Send tos Madness NetworR News,
PO Bex 684, San Francisco, Cal. 94201,

IESBIAN CUSTORY CASE N=LDS HELP!:!

There's a lesbian mother in Franklin County (Western MA), Bunny King
who's been fighting for the custory of her 2 young daughters, ages 7
& 5, for 3 years now., In 1971, Bunny, when she was 17, became involved
in a lesbian relatienship with laggie Patenaude, then 26. Their relat-
ionship continued aver the next 5 years, even through Bunny's marriage
and *he births c¢f 2 children, In 1972, Bunny's lst Chlld was born &
her secend was bern in 1974, During that time Bunny became seriously
ill & almost died. Unable to care for her children & afraid of dying,
she gave Naggie legal custodty. After getting cuvt@dy nf the chlldren,
Maggie tried to cut Bunny off Trom uhem. Maggie is denying that she is,
or ever was a lesbian,

This past fall, there was a custody hearlng in Prebate Court which
lasted 5 days. There were numercus extensive lnqulrles into Bunny's
mental, emetienal, & physicéal health; her economic, educational, and

family background, religious affiliations, her lesbiankm, as well as
“her past and present aSoOLlatl@nS, frlendshlps & relatlonshlps, & any-
thing else that ceuld be dragged in., Bunny waited 3 painful months for
the Judge to mzke a Ilndlng. On Fllday, Dec., - 7th Judge Keedy handed
down his decision that .in his opinion:

", ..the environment in which she proposes to raise the
children, namely a lesbian household, creates an element of
instability that would adversely affect the welfare of . the
chlldren."

Clearly, hlS aim is to uphold the status qu@. Bunny, her lawyers,
family, friends, & suppnrtels are not willing to give up & give in te
this blatant farm of eppression & discrimination.- These rulings, ef
belng as "unfit mother" based solely en lesbianism, are being overturned
in many states across the natien. We're taking this to the Nass State
Supreme Court fer appeal. We want a gc od precedant set 1n Nasq as
well, for 2ll lesbirn & vov parent caﬁiﬂly cases,.. :

Please send.all donwelens te Franiiin County Leublan A% lla;w,

Checks made payable tos P.0O. Bex 235

Bunny King Defense Fund Deerfield, Mass. 01342 .

PLEASE BE AS GENEROUS AS POSSIBLE & HELP US STOP ONE VNORE, OUTRAGLOUS
INJUSTICE. For mere infn call (413) 772-0807. Thank you all.

3% ¥* ¥* * * ¥*

¥RXA new’ erganlzatlen Aroostoek Lambda, has been fwrmed te serve the
needs of the gay cemmunity in nerthern Maine & western New brunswick,
The group hepes to reach thoge lesbians & gay men in the arca whe "feel
isclated & alene, Areosteok Lambda will pravide mutual support fer
gaye in this part ef the ceountry. Greup members will-be available te
answer ouestlons frem beth gays & nen-gays, about whe and what gays are
and are not, Neetlngs will be the last Sunday in every month at differ-
ent lecatiens, Anyone interested cnntact: Aroostsok lambda, PO Bex 990
Caribeu, Me 04726

¥*%¥ROBIN TYLER - feminist cemediannat Sleeper Hall, B@st@n University
Frlday, Feb. 15,:1980. *8:30 sharp $6.00. She's really ,very funny.
Even has her own album, Spensered by Gay People ef B.U.'

¥#%#Third Natienal Lesbiam & Gay Health .Conference - June 19-22, 1980
San Francisce State Univ. Fer mere infermatien write: The Prﬁgram~
Cemmittee, NLGHC P,0, Bex 6189, San Francisce, CA 94161

(1f yeu are interested in presenting papers, leadlng werkshops, speak-
ing, etc mail a one-page descriptien and a one—paragraph summary ef ¥
yeur presentatien, for more 1nf@, writé abeve. )~ ‘

#%##*THE GESTALT INJTITUTE OF NEW ENGLAND, INC. A tralnlng center in
gestalt therapy, theery and practice. Jan. thru Sept. 1980. For mere
~info en this extensive training write: The Gestalt Institute of New
England Inc., 430 Centre Street, Sultes ua 45, Newten, NA 02158 -
" * ¥* % *

MLF NEWSLETT=R SUBSCRIPTION '
¥LF needs your 35,00 (eur yearly subscriptlien rate) in erfler for us te
centinue the Newsletter, It costs $$ te send it eut so plef‘O.can—
‘tribute as much as yeu can, if not $5. All centributiens weicome &
nseded, Thank you!

‘Send tes NLF Checks made payable t3 [ILF Newsletter

o At %§504915 __enclsoing $5/yr ‘

NAME . bt : I will send $ when I can
'”ADDRESS‘ gentrlbutllg

T é&:n't want the Newazletter
g 3

take me off the maiiinz list,



