On Saturday, @
July 1, 1995,
Stephen Dobson,
Rick Mitchell and
another man as yet
unnamed, are alleged to
have attacked and beaten
William Clark and another \§
man. Dobson and Mitchell have
been charged with aggravated
assault, a felony, and harassment

y Photo courtesy of Portland PD
Stephen Dobson, 19, alleged gay basher
repeatedly kicked William Clark in the
head.

Gay bashing: Two men attacked
and beaten outside Blackstone's

by Bruce Balboni, Managing Editor

by characteristic, a misdemeanor. They
also have been served with a civil suit
which seeks a permanent injunction
against them.

Mark Dion, spokesperson for the
Portland Police Department, said,
“We’re alleging that this person (Clark)
was attacked because he was perceived
to be a homosexual. When you com-
bine the slurs, the fact that the defen-
dants identify Blackstone’s as a locale
for the gay community and that there
doesn’t seem to be, at this point, any
provable relationship preceding the at-
tack between the parties, I think it’s safe
for the court to infer that this was pro-
voked simply by association with a par-
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ticular \J
character-
istic, and in
this case that
would be the per-
ceived or
real identity
Dion
criminal
Hate Crimes Act, because it was
only a misdemeanor, was not often
used by prosecutors, but the legislature
recently passed sentence enhancement

Than.

Photo by Everest Horr
William Clark, 28, was savagely beaten
the night of July 1, 1995 outside a
Portland gay bar.
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(sponsored in the , i‘ ‘
legislature by Carol ,
Kontos, D-Windham /
and Mike Saxl, D-Port- \§
land) which allows for
stiffer penalties if the judge so
decides.” Charges under this
statute may be added later.

Stephen Dobson, the alleged
ringleader of the attack, was arrested
July 10. Steven “Rick” Mitchell turned
himself in July 18. Both are out on bail.

There was a rumor that the police
caught up with, questioned and released
the perpetrators shortly after the attack.
Dion said the police report prepared by
Officer Robert Doherty does not show
that that happened.

Dobson’s identity was made
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More Pride photos pages 4, 5, 8, 22; Bangor Pride, page 24.
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FUND RAISERS FOR MWD
Sunday, July 30: 800 pm

disappear fear with special guest Kate Schrock
First Parish Church 425 Congress St., Portland
Hosted by Lisa Vacarro, Tickets: $10, FMI: 775-2378

Saturday, August 12: day long
Maine Street Art Connection, Brunswick. Connections Gallery,
Wyler Gallery, O'Farrel Gallery, Icon Gallery and others wiill

donate 15% of days proceeds to MWD. 3-6 pm art raffle, food
sale and entertainment. FMI: 729-3703 or 729-6406/

Sunday, August 20th: 7:00 pm
Catie Curtis in concert at Cape Elizabeth United Methodist Church,

Rt. 77. Hosted by the Religious Coalition Against Discrimination
FMI: 799-8396

Saturday, August 26: day long

10% to End Discrimination, Portland businesses are signing up

to donate 10% of their proceeds to MWD. Flyers will identify
participating stores. Entertainment for all ages in Congress Squaare,
Congress & High Sts., from 11 am to 7 pm. FMI: 1-800-761-1788.
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The 1 9 9 5 Summer Weekend Dream Iniensive
August 25, 26, 27 and #An Optional Retreat 27 - 28th

Enjoy nature and a weekend of dream
telling around the campfire, experiential
workshops, and demonstrations,followed
by an optional one-day retreat with your
newly found dream friends.

This event will occur at Camp Hannnond in Yarmouth, Maine. This attractive 106
yearold Victorian Mansion, once an asylumi, will offer an enchanting environment
surrounded by history, tranquility, waterfalls, paths, meadowvs, a flowergarden &
laron, very few bugs, and parking. This event will be facilitated by Rick Bouchard.

'
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FMI call THE DREAM PART OF OUR JOURNEY (207) 828-2031

NOT JUST A BAR!

Happy Hour 4 - & p.m.
50¢ off all beers & well drinks

OUR DRINKS ARE 2 0Z. SHOTS!
Wednesday - Drink Specials & Women's Music!
N\ Thursday - ALL.COUNTRY - 8 p.m. - Line Lessons

Friday - 6 = 8 p.m. After Work - PIZZA BUFFET
Top 40 dancing after 9 p.m.

Saturday - TOP 40 DANCE PARTY - @ p.m. -
$2.00 cover )

Sunday - FREE POOL! FREE POOL! FREE POOL!
HAPPY HOUR ALL DAY LONG!

LOOK! We have a full size basketball hoop for fun! Friday, 7 p.m. TOURNAMENTS!
COME EARLY! Hang out and shoot hoops with your Sisters!

HOURS: 4 p.m. ‘til close, Wednesday through Sunday
45 Danforth Street ® Portland, Maine ¢ (207) 774-1505
POSITIVE ID REQUIRED - ALWAYS BRING YOUR ID
Look for separate ad to find out about Monica Grant performing in August!

Colasime

To BE Gay & LESBIAN

To Benefit
MAINE WON’T DISCRIMINATE

I A D Gay & Lesbian
e Advocates & Defenders

(When we defeat The Referendum in November by voting NO,
GLAD uwill still be there defending our rights.)

Sunday 4-8pm

LS 1 30

At the home of Linda Monko, Portland

$50 per person Donation

Cash Bar Tended by MICHELLE of Katahdin
Food - Great Dance Music & Frolic

For Reservations/Directions;

(207) 797-4675 (207) 774-8326




by Bruce Balboni

Paul Madore, failed candidate for the
state legislature from Lewiston, and leader
of the successful fight against Equal Pro-
tection Lewiston, has been chosen to lead
the newly formed Coalition to End Spe-
cial Rights (CESR - pronounced “Cae-
sar”’). Their first meeting was held Mon-
day, June 19, 1995. The Christian Civic
League (CCL) of Maine is the parent of
this coalition with support from Focus on
the Family, based in Colorado Springs,
Colorado and the Family Research Coun-
cil, based in Washington, D.C.

The emergence of this coalition is a
reflection of the fading star of Carolyn
Cosby, Chairperson of Concerned Maine
Families (CMF) as a leader in the anti-gay
political movement. Cosby has been un-
able to obtain any funds from national
groups and is being investigated by the
Ethics Commission in Augusta as a result
of a complaint by one of her own support-
ers - Linda Bean.

Ominously, Bob Knight, who holds
the absurdly oxymoronic title of Director
of Cultural Studies for the Family Research
Council, attended the June 19th meeting
in Lewiston. The Family Research Coun-
cil is a Washington, D.C. based radical
right organization which supports the ref-
erendum and opposes any legal reform
regarding the civil rights of homosexuals.
Knight is the author of, “Homosexual
Agenda” a series of pamphlets whose “em-
phasis is given to disputing the 10% fig-
ure and other faulty research claims, as
well as exposing the homosexual agenda
in schools.”

Knight was the keynote speaker at
the first meeting of CESR. According to,
“The Record,” newsletter of the Christian
Civic League, “Knight indicated that the
president of the Family Research Coun-
cil, Gary Bauer, is very supportive of the
referendum.” Knight also told CESR that
their coalition had received a strong en-
dorsement from Tom Minnery, vice presi-
dent of public policy at Focus on the Fam-
ily.

“The Record,” went on, “Knight is
convinced the referendum can be won with
hard work and the kind of sincere devo-
tion demonstrated in the successful
Lewiston campaign of 1993. Paul Madore
closed the productive meeting with a

Paul Madore of Lewiston heads up
CESR, a new coalition supporting the
anti-gay referendum.

promise to commit himself fully to the task
of organizing a statewide grassroots effort
and the administrative infrastructure to
create a “Yes” vote in November. The ini-
tial budget for the Coalition is $100,000.”

The Community Pride Reporter
(CPR) spoke to Madore and asked him
what involvement, if any, CMF would
have in CESR. He said, “I was approached
by representatives of principal organiza-
tions, both state and national and I was
asked to head the coalition and I’m just

delighted that they gave me that ge% rtu-

nity. I'm very close to this issue
share their concemns as well, mainly be-
cause I believe I understand the message
and I'll be able to bring to the state effort
something similar, if not identical, to the
results in Lewiston.”

When pressed to answer why Con-
cemed Maine Families (CMF) is not in-
cluded in this coalition and why they were
not approached to lead the referendum
battle, considering that it was they who
gathered the signatures for the petitions to
force a referendum, Madore would not
answer. He said, “We’re going to be very
hard at work in the next few months and I
expect to work on behalf of the referen-
dum, that’s what has been delegated to
me.”

MLGPA survey “important tool”
in equal rights battle

by Winnie Weir, Publishing Editor

According to Karen Geraghty, Presi-
dent of the Maine Lesbian/Gay Political
Alliance, surveys similar to the one in-
serted in this issue of CPR, have been
done before, but *‘opponents of equal rights
for sexual minorities have always found
fault with some aspect of the information
gathered.” Accusations of multiple sur-
veys being filled out by the same person
seems to be the biggest stumbling block
to overcome.

This particular survey has a space at
the end for survey participants to fill out
their name, address and phone number.

Geraghty reiterated the guarantee of ano-
nymity which is printed on the survey, say-
ing “We know this is a hard thing to fill
out, but we must have something in the
way of identification, even if it’s a phone
number and address, first name and phone
number or address. We won'’t give it out
to anyone.”

If you belong to any one of the sexual
minority groups in Maine, please consider
participating in this survey. CPR will print
the results of the survey as soon as they
are available. If you have any questions
or concerns, call MLGPA at 207/761-
3732. AA
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Anti-gay Coalition forms to support referendum

Cosby shunned as national groups take center stage in referendum battle

He did offer the following observa-
tion as to why there may be a problem
between Cosby and other supporters of the
referendum, “I hope that we all have an
opportunity to speak freely on the issue
and to maintain the kind of respect that all
parties deserve. If there is a problem at all
I'think it’s that we don’t do that. We fail in
that effort. I want to maintain a mutual
respect for all people involved and beyond
that point I have a plate of fried chicken
I’ve been attempting to get to. Let’s talk
in the future.”

Christian Coalition resists pressure
to join CESR

Paul Volle, Executive Director of the
Maine Christian Coalition, told CPR that
Madore has asked him to join CESR but
Volle does not believe the referendum is
constitutional and that the ends do not jus-
tify the means. Volle added, “T’m not will-
ing to compromise my principles because
they say the issue is so burning and we
have to deal with it. I don’t believe that at
all. There has been a lot of pressure put
on us from national groups and state
groups, but we will maintain the position
we've had since 1993, which is hands off.”

The national Christian Coalition has
been receiving pressure from Bob Knight
of the Family Research Council, which in

turn has been applied to Volle. Knight has
called Volle. Madore recently spent two
hours trying to get Volle to join CESR.

Volle said Madore wants the refer-
endum taken away from Cosby because
Madore feels that Cosby is not a credible
person. Volle added, “If you really stop
and think about it they (CMF) have some
real ethical problems going on with their
finances and how they got the signatures
from the standpoint . . . they were trying
to tell the general public and the media that
it’s not a gay rights issue but when they
were going out and collecting the signa-
tures they were saying, ‘Stop the gay rights
in the state and overturn the gay rights in
Portland.” So it was one way to one group
and another way to a different group. I
don’t think that’s an honest perspective.
When is she lying? I don’t want to be as-
sociated with an effort like that.”

Commenting on the most recent
death threat Cosby received Volle said,
“It’s another way to get media attention.”
Volle said that years ago, when Cosby was
involved in slandering legislative candi-
date Robin Lambert, she claimed to have
received a death threat then.

CPR asked Volle if he has had any
personal experience with gay men or les-
bians. Volle said that he had a cousin,
Steve, a homosexual, who died of AIDS.

disappear fear

T WIUrSpTCTar gucest

Kate Schrock

Live at

First Parish Church
425 Congress St., Portland

Sunday, July 30, 8:00 PM

to benefit
MAINE WON'T DISCRIMINATE
hosted by Lisa Vacarro
TICKETS - $10.00
Available at Amadeus, Blackstones
Play It Again, Drop Me A Line
or call 775-2378

Escape to the Western Maine

Lakes and Mountains

Private Baths ¢ Centrally Located
Peaceful & Private Setting
Golfing Nearby ¢ Spacious Rooms
& Suites * Mountain Views
Close to White Mt. National Forest
Outlet Shopping Nearby
IGIA Gay-owned & operated

RR 1 Box 26 Lovell, Maine 04051
1-800-413-1080 * (207) 925-1080

INDEPENDENT BOOKSELLERS

134 Maine Street
Brunswick, Maine 04011
207.729.508
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FREJUDICE from page 1 that Clark had been shut off that night,
known to police the night of the attack.  but was not asked to leave the bar. He
CPR asked why the police delayed in  added that they do not have trouble with
arresting him. Dion explained, “If the  Clark as a bar patron.
police establish that there is probable After the fight, before the police
cause against a particular individual for  came, Cusack recalls the odd occurrence
the commission of a felony, then you, of the attackers trying to shake hands
as apolice agent, can make what we call ~ with the sober patrons of the bar who
aPC arrest, a probable cause arrest. You were outside. One eyewitness recalls
feel there is sufficient evidence and you Mitchell saying he was sorry and that
act. The more common process is, if you he didn’t have anything to do with the
reach that point, you gather up all your attack. At this point the attackers were
material, you make an appointment with ~ accompanied by a young woman who is
the District Attorney’s office, an Assis- reported to be a sister of one of the al
tant District Attorney reviews the mate-  leged attackers.
rial and then a warrant is issued. An employee at the bar remem
“We scheduled that interview and  bered one of the attackers, Stephen Dob-
it appeared that we were going to have  son, from high school, and immediately
to wait quite a few days before some- identified him for the police.
one was going to talk to us about the case
and we were prepared to do that. But An-aignment
we also developed information that Dob- Dobson was arraigned July 12
son was intending to leave his address  cqourt was scheduled to start at 9 am
and that he had shaved his moustache  jygge Cote strolled in at 9:20 am. Dur
and begun to alter his appearance SO We  jng the 20 minute wait, the court staff
expected flight. I made the decision that was overheard grumbling about the con
the detectives arrest on probable cause  gicient tardiness of this judge and that

and not wait for this appointment.” arriving at 9:20 am was his “commo;
_ Polige response time has become practice.”
an issue in this case. Ralph Cusack, A probable cause hearing date was

owner of Blackstone’s said the police  gat for September 8, at 1:30 pm. Th
were called three times and he remem-  jyqge then asked if there was an issu
bers that it took 27 minutes for the po-  ith respect to bail. The state asked fo

lice to get there. Cusack said Portland g5 000, single surety, 10% cash bail
Police Chief Michael Chitwood checked  Tpe state asked for cash because of th

police records and he saidit took 17 min-  geriousness of the assault.

utes. - For the purposes of setting bail th
Contradicting statements made  gefense conceded that there was not an
by the man who helped Clark, Cusack  jssye of probable cause.
said the attackers did make anti-gay As to bail the state said the crim
statements. He heard, “How many cocks  appears to have been motivated by hate, |
did you suck today?” and stalements  here js a broken nose, facial cuts, an eye
like, “Are you going to get your boy- jniury and assault by as may as three |
friend to beat us up?”’ These statements people against one. There has been an
were also confirmed by an employee of  jngication of flight and even though

the bar. Dobson does not have a criminal record
Cusack commends Clark for hav- 55 a5 adult, he does have a juvenile

ing the guts to pursue this case publicly.  record (sealed).
He said he knows gay people.who have Dobson’s attorney, James Bushell,
been attacked but who are afraid to come argued for release on personal recogni-

out and say so. Cusack acknowledged See PREJUDICE, page 7

A Free Educational Workshop in Estate & Tax Planning by Experienced 2 |
Local Professionals Hosted By The American Red Cross- York County American Red Cross
Chapter i

Learn How To Avoid.. Learn How To...
QProbate Expense & Delay to a Life aFinancial Protection from a
Partner Catastrophic Iliness
QGuardianship & Loss of Asset aMaximize Retirement Income Safely
Control QCreate Income From Appreciated
-aDangers of Joint Tenancy - | Assets & Avoid Capital Gain Taxes

Our Guest Speaker is =
Noted Estate Planning Lecturer, Financial Advisor Jonathan Steinman of Prudential Securities

Ogunquit Town Hall | Village by the Sea,
Conference Room Route 1, Wells
July 26th, 1:00 - 3:00p uly 26th, 7:00 - 9:00p

For Seating and Handout Reservations, Call 207-324-4071




PREJUDICE from page 6

zance pointing out the purpose of bail,
which is to ensure appearance at trial.
Bushell added that Dobson was born and
raised in Portland, has no criminal
record, has both parents here, works full-
time for a construction company, is 19
and went to Portland High. The judge
then asked the state if there was a sub-
stantial risk of flight. The state said
Dobson didn’t have any failures to ap-
pear, but the police report said he was
served with an eviction notice and his
phone had been disconnected. These
developments raised the specter of flight.

The judge asked the defense attor-
ney if Dobson tried to change his appear-
ance by shaving off facial hair. Bushell
consulted with his client and then said,
“Mr. Dobson has shaved, but he did not
do so in order to evade arrest or appre-
hension or anything like that and as far
as the eviction, he does concede that he
is likely to be evicted, but he intends to
move in with his mother who lives at 24
Berlin Street in Portland and she does
have a phone. Until he moves next week
he will be residing at his apartment
which he still has a legal right to pos-
sess.”

Judge Cote said, “This a class B
assault.” This type of felony is punish-
able by up to 10 years in prison. Cote
imposed as a condition of bail no con-
tact, at all, direct or indirect with the vic-
tims of the assault or the witnesses
whom he named as James O’Sullivan
and Ralph Cusack. The judge then
. agreed with the state’s request of $5,000
single surety or 10% cash. Dobson had
no objection to the conditions of bail.
Dobson was released on bail later that
day.

Andrew Bloom, an attorney in the
District Attomey’s office, will be pros-
| ecuting this case. He explained that in
felony cases charges are not officially
leveled at defendants until an indictment
is handed down by the Cumberland
County Grand Jury. :

Bloom thinks there is room on the
August calendar for the grand jury to
consider this case. It is possible that it
won'’t go to the grand jury until Septem-
ber, which would mean that the indict-
ment wouldn’t be handed down until the
end of September, pushing the possible
trial date as far off as December.

Bloom believes there is sufficient
evidence to present the case to the grand
jury, but cautions that it is up to the grand
jury to bring the actual charges.

THE CIVIL CASE

The attorney general has filed a
civil suit against alleged attackers, Dob-
son and Mitchell, and they have report-
edly signed it voluntarily. The perma-
nent injunction would require the defen-
dants not to approach Clark or anyone,
in any manner, because of sexual orien-
tation, to stay 100 feet away from Clark
and to stay 100 feet away from
Blackstone’s. Penalties are up to $5,000
for each violation.

Police Chief Chitwood said, “Civil
rights injunction relief is probably one
of the best tools that we, in the law en-
forcement community, have to battle this
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Rick Mitchell,

allegedly took

part in beating

o William Clark

type of racism, hatred and discrimina-
tion. It’s been a great tool and I can’t
think of a better way to deal with these
issues immediately, quickly, and with
great positive impact for the criminal
justice system.”

CPR obtained the addresses given
by the accused men to the District Court.
An attempt was made to speak to the
accused so as to obtain statements from
them. Stephen Dobson supposedly re-
sides at 12 Weymouth Street. The name
“Dobson” was not on any of the mail
boxes at 12 Weymouth Street and the
woman in the first floor apartment did
not know what apartment he lived in. A
similar situation occurred at 124 Park
Ave., the address given by Mitchell to
the court. The name “Mitchell” was not
on any mailbox, but the name “Dobson”
is on the mailbox for apartment 13.
There was no answer. AA

3 SPRING STREET PORTLAND, MAINE 207 773 3315

The new owners and the entire staff
of the Underground
would like to thank the entire Southern
Maine community for the best PRIDE
weekend in history and for its continued
support of city nightlife.

Congratulations to Shawn Walsh,

General Manager of
the Underground

Please support MAINE WON'T DISCRIMINATE
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New York City, birthplace of the modern gay liberation
movement where 220,000 people celebrated Pride '95

il

-y and L esbian Anii-Violence Project Honors
& TAMBOURINE BAND (1978-1966)




by Bruce Balboni

“No one on the staff of the Ethics
Commission has any affiliation with any
group, personally or politically,” said
Marilyn Canavan, Ethics Commission
Director, in response to Carolyn Cosby’s
charge that, “It’s a politically driven and
motivated investigation.”

In a series of letters earlier this
month Lawrence Lockman has accused
Canavan of adopting a “political posi-
tion” regarding a complaint filed against
Concemed Maine Families (CMF) by
Linda Bean. Bean’s complaint has trig-
gered an investigation of Concerned
Maine Families’ finances. Bean is a
conservative Republican who ran for
Congress, against Tom Andrews, four
years ago and who supports CMF’s ref-
erendum.

CMF must file quarterly reports
with the Ethics Commission which show
all contributions over $50.00. CMF filed
a report showing Bean had contributed
$3,500 to pay the legal fees of CMF’s
Virginia lawyer, Bruce Fein. Fein wrote
Cosby’s referendum question.

Bean filed a compliant with the
Ethics Commission, April 21, 1995 and
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Concerned Maine Families stonewalls Ethics Commission investigation
Finances in shambles, Lockman and Cosby accuse Commission of “showing favoritism™

Lawrence Lockman and Carolyn Cosby, leaders of CMF, have
maligned Marilyn Canavan, Director of the Ethics Commission. Canavan seeks
CMF's financial records as a result of alleged financial mismanagement.

June 5, 1995 in which she stated that she
had not made such a contribution and
had only given $250.00. Bean did give
another $250.00 as a personal gift to
Carolyn Cosby but Cosby listed the to-
tal - $500.00 - as a gift from Bean to
CMFE. In a flurry of letters between
Cosby, Bean, Lockman and the Ethics
Commission, Bean stated that she
doesn’t care what Cosby, as payee, does
with her $250.00 but that she shouldn’t

Is it just a dream ... !?

by Rick Bouchard
The Dream Part of Our Journey
was featured in the June issue of The
Community Pride Reporter. This month,
I offer suggestions on improving dream
recall and how to make the best use of a
dream journal.

Everyone dreams. . . but, not ev-
eryone remembers what they dream the
next moming. In order to experience
some of the benefits of dreaming, of
paying attention to our dreams, and in-
tegrating their messages into our lives,
it is important to find ways to improve
our ability to remember and keep a
record of the dreams we have. Below
are twelve suggestions aimed at making
the job easier and more satisfying.

Twelve Tips for Improving
Dream Recall:

1. Develop a relationship with your
“unconscious.” When you tell your
unconscious (“psyche”) that you want
to hear what it has to say. . . it speaks!
Sometimes, a simple interest in the
dream world will stimulate dream recall.
2. Gotobed early. Getting a full nights
sleep and having a clear head in the
moming will help with dream recall.

3. Before going to sleep, affirm:
Tonight, I will remember a dream...

4. Have a paper, a pen, and a subtle light
by your bed. This minimizes the
obstacles you may experience upon
waking to record, minimizes the
movements you must make, and makes
the job easier. A subtle light will not
fully wake you. Date your entry, title
your dreams-and write the dream in a
. joumnal in the present tense. ( This allows
you to reserve the past tense for when it

really happens.) Also, atthe bottom of
the page, make a few notes about what
is going on in your life at the time. This
can help you later see patterns.

5. Letyourself wake up in the middle
of the night. Drink extra water, the night
before, to assure that you will have to
get up in the middle of the night, where
you can often catch yourself dreaming.
6. Setaside quiettime between “waking
up’ and “‘getting up.”” Savor the twilight.
. . that space one teeters between when
they are half awake and half asleep.

7. No alarm clocks. Alarm clocks can
decrease recall because they allow you
no “twilight time.” You are suddenly
thrust into an awake state. Instead, try
going to bed earlier so you wake up and
savor that quiet time before the alarm
does go off. Meanwhile, hopefully,
memories of the dream images will
surface in your silence.

8. Do not move upon awakening.
Dreams are best recalled by lying still
and letting the dream images surface.
Ask “psyche” to let whatever you dreamt
come to your conscious mind.

9. Record just a key work or an image.
If you cant remember the whole dream,
write down a fragment, a mood, a
feeling. You can certainly discover
meaning in dream snippets and
fragments.

10. Tell your dream to a trusted other or
a dream partner. Saying them out loud
can make them feel more real and can
bring on an aha! (that light that goes on
when we realize something). As author
Jeremy Taylor says, this (“aha™) is a
reliable touchstone of whether or not you
are onto an accurate interpretation. You
are the only one who can say for sure

See DREAMS, page 18

have listed it as a gift from her, Bean, to
CMFE.

On June 12, 1995, the Ethics Com-
mission met to consider Bean’s com-
plaints. The Commission decided to ask
for “receipts of all expenditures made
by CMF from July 5, 1994 through June
12, 1995. The receipts may be in the
form of canceled checks. Contributors
records and invoices covering July 5,
1994 through June 12, 1995. Please fur-
nish the aforementioned records by July
3, 1995.” The Commission did not or-
der a full audit of CMF as requested by
Canavan.

Lockman wrote to Canavan on
July 5, 1995 stating that CMF could not

meet the deadline which had already
passed. Lockman states that the time
given was “inadequate.” He added,
“However, on a more positive not, CMF
appreciates the fact that the Ethics Com-
mission, by its letter of June 20, 1995,
has effectively scaled back its original
request for a full-scale audit, for which
there never was any basis.

“Given this movement by the
Commission, away from what can only
be construed as a political position . . .”
Lockman goes on to suggest that the
Commission seck answers from Bean,
not CMFE.

Lockman sent another letter to the
members of the Commission, July 10,
1995, complaining that Canavan had not
responded to his earlier letter of July 5,
1995. Lockman reports a ‘“‘very serious
and threatening exchange that took place
Wednesday, July 5, 1995, in the office
of the Ethics Commission. As you will
see, CMF Board members, Mrs. Caro-
lyn Cosby and Mr. Clif Tinkham were
met with open hostility because CMF
asked for certain information stored in
the office of the Ethics Commission.”
Lockman whines on that the investigation
is “selective and politically driven and that
the Ethics Commission may be working
cooperatively with Ms. Bean to oppose and
even obstruct the CMF referendum . . .”
Linda Bean has stated publicly that she
supports the referendum.  AA
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774-1740 - SPRING AND HIGH STREET
MON - THURS 5PM - 10PM * FRI AND SAT 5PM - 11PM
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| The Community Pride Reporter |
I is printed on recycled paper using |
I soy-based inks. This practicel
I reflects our commitment tol
I responsible use of our earth’s|
I resources. Using recycled paperl
sometimes results in the paper
having a toned down or grayish
tinge. However, we feel this is al
small price to pay as Community !
Pride Reporter does its part tol
l_“Color ME Green.”

The attack
on a gay man,
July 1, outside
Blackstone’s is
another sad epi-
sode in the his-
tory of human re-
lations. This
paper’s involve-
ment with Will-
iam Clark, the target of the attack, has
been rewarding and reassuring. Mr.
Clark’s forthright manner in dealing with
such senseless violence is inspiring.

There is, however, someone very
important to this story who is, perhaps
by his own choice, overlooked. We want
to pay tribute to a man who risked has
own safety to help someone else. The
anonymous man who stepped into the

breach, not knowing what might happen,
gave the lie to the phrase, “discretion is
the better part of valor.”” Had he been
discreet, Mr. Clark may well not have
been here to thank him as he intended to
do at the City Hall rally, July 13.

Mr. Clark has said that had this
man not helped him, he might have been
killed. As he lay on the ground feeling
the kicks to his head from three, strong
young men, he wondered if he would
survive.

The anonymous man didn’t know
if these three hoodlums had weapons, he
didn’t know if there were more of them
nearby. Quite simply, he risked his life
to save someone he barely knew. He is
a white man, he is straight. Mr. Clark is
black.. Mr. Clark is gay. Those are the
facts. In our self-righteousness we’d say

those facts
shouldn’t matter,
but we know that
on the street they
do. Thereis only
one word to de-
scribe the action
taken by the
anonymous man.
After all the lofty
talk about consti-
tutional rights by dignitaries subsides,
a simple truth emerges. We are witness
to heroism.

BresBallooi

This summer issue of Community Pride Reporter marks the beginning of our third year in existence
serving the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender communities in Maine and seacoast New
Hampshire. We are going to take some additional time off to relax, catch up on some office type
work, maybe get away to the beach or read a book! Novel concept. Anyway, we will see you in
September. We hope the remainder of your summer re-creates you in the way you need most.

CPR MAIL BAG

Dear CPR,

Thank you for your generous help
in promoting the Pride Pier Dance and
all of this year’s Pride events. Without
the support of the press, our Pride Week-
end would not have been so hugely suc-
cessful.

I would like to take this opportu-
nity to publicly thank all those who made
our first Pier Dance the biggest and best
party of the year. Special thanks go to
our outstanding sponsors: Faith
Worthley and the staff from Citi for host-
ing the cash bar, Katahdin restaurant for
the balloon arch, Greg Powers Entertain-
ment and Ken Newton for the sound
system, Dunbar Lighting and David Jury
of Jerky Space Body Optics for the light-
ing, Casco Bay Weekly for donated ad-
vertising space, Blackstones bar and
Redhook Ale for cash contributions
which help pay for insurance and pro-
motion. The support and generosity of
our sponsors made the Pier Dance pos-
sible. I encourage all members of our
community to thank our sponsors
through supporting the businesses which
support our Pride.

Special thanks also to our four
fabulous DJ’s: Lisa Vaccaro, Kris Clark,
Michael Giller and Laree Love who do-
nated their time and talent to the event.

The help and support of the Port-
land City Council, the Public Safety
Committee, the Police Department and

_ all the city officials and employees who

were involved in the permit process is
greatly appreciated, as is the assistance

of former Mayor Peter O’Donnell.

Thanks to Drop Me A Line for han-
dling advance ticker sales, Johanna
Amato for help with promo graphics,
Crystal Rose for her * nockout perfor-
mance of “Over the Rainbow,” Annette
Dragon who photographed the event for
us, Shawn Walsh for loaning rainbow
flags, Vic Morrow for arranging the loan
of tables, and Michael Wormwood for
being Michael Wormwood.

Saving the best for last, I would
like to thank all the exceptional people
who volunteered for set up and security,
especially Kevin Geel who saved the day
on set up and Michael McKenzie who
trained and directed the security crew.
The volunteers who gave their time and
energy to this event made it possible for
nearly 2000 people to celebrate Pride
safely and without incident. They all
deserve our thanks.

Beyond presenting a great party to
kick off Pride Weekend, the Pier Dance
was created as a major fund raiser for
the Pride Committee to finance all of the
weekend’s events. Between the gate re-
ceipts and Pride’s percentage of the bar
proceeds we are able to cover expenses
for this year and have sufficient seed
money to insure that Pride 96 will be
bigger and better than ever. Thank you
to all who attended and made the Pride
Pier Dance a great success.

Sincerely,
Scott T. Hanson, Portland
Pier Dance Organizer.

Dear CPR,

I have internalized the depression
long enough. I am appalled at the di-
rection that presidential politics has
taken, and am at a loss for a solution.

Obviously there isn’t a single Re-
publican who I would trust to walk my
mother’s cat. Imagine the cesspool we
would be in if they got more deeply en-
trenched?

The only option to me is to stick
with President Clinton though he has let
us down on more than one occasion, e.g.
gays in the military, Jocelyn Elders, and
his declaration during his campaign that
“AIDS will be my passion.” Although
he did say the “A” word in connection
with a slam on Jesse Helms, Phil
Gramm's twin sister.

Ross Perot to me is another south-
ern redneck who would say anything to
get elected. Another gem is Pete Wil-
son. I was living in California when he
first ran for governor. Always, the
Sneaky Pete, he proclaimed loudly that
if the legislature would pass a gay and
lesbian rights bill, he would signit. The
legislature did so, and Wilson waited
until 5:00 p.m. on Friday (when the press
was gone) to veto it. Obviously the gay
and lesbian community was incensed.

I'm willing to give Clinton another
chance if we convince him to remember
us in 1996. As far as I can see, it’s the
only choice we've got.

Thank you for listening to my ram-
bling. IF you don’t agree. I hope that
you will at least give my points some
consideration.

Yours in solidarity,

Ben Moore, Northport



by Michael RossettiPride Director

Without doubt this year’s Portland
Pride celebration was the biggest and
best so far. Pictures and words cannot
fully express the fun and support people
experienced, so I will not dwell on them,
except to say that we have video.

I will, however, give the well de-
served thank-you’s to the supporters and
workers for this year’s Pride.

Thanks should first go the City of
Portland for being the sort of place
where diversity is not only protected, but
may comfortably flourish to the benefit
of City life. City Manager, Bob Ganley,
deserves note for his support of the Pride
'95 Festival proposal that went before
the Public Safety Committee and the
City Council. Councilors Charles
Harlowe, Keri Lord, and John
McDonough and the members of the
Public Safety Committee deserve thanks
for their trust in the Pride Committee to
fulfill the obligations of our proposal.
The new Portland City Council deserve
appreciation for granting this year’s cel-
ebration official ‘Declaration of Festi-
val.” Former Councilor and former
Mayor, Peter O’Donnel deserves thanks
for his support and guidance in getting
our proposal through the process.

Thanks to the many City employees who
freely and graciously gave advice and
support.

Thanks is especially expressed to
the Portland Police for their support, pro-
tection and assistance throughout the
weekend. The fact that no incident oc-
curred during the entire weekend is at-
tributable to their presence. They are
Stars!!

When it came to raising the initial
costs of the celebration, three groups
should be recognized. The drag com-
munity was instrumental in getting Port-
land Pride ‘95’s fund-raising off the
ground. T have come to believe that their
commitment to the confidence, diversity
and visibility of gay and lesbian people
is without equal. Also, the bars of Port-
land, especially Blackstone’s were stel-
lar in their assistance. Thanks also to
National distributors and their Red Hook
Ale supplier who were the primary fi-
nancial backers of our first Pier Dance.

Finally, thanks to all members of
the Pride '95 committee and their vol-
unteers. Each was uniquely matched to
their event and all were committed and
diligent workers. Although they deserve
to be better known, the satisfaction of a
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Portland Pride’95: How much success can you take!?

service well done is its own reward.
This year’s celebration was better
received by the general press, but the
gay/lesbian press can not be thanked
enough for their interest and support.
The philosophy of the Pride Com-
mittee is that a healthy community does
not happen at the State House or the
White House, but in our own houses. We
have worked hard this year to provide a
focus for all our community on the joys
of mutual support and open, free lives.
We tried hard to showcase our commu-
nity in the best of light, informing not
only each other, but the non-queer com-
munity as well. We believe that visibil-
ity works only if we work together.
1996 is Portland Pride’s 10th anni-
versary. We are already planning to
make it a perfect 10. The Pride Com-
mittee meets twice monthly, all year,
with a place at the table for everyone.
We have no closed meetings and allow
great independence for anyone with
ideas or energy. To be part of Pride ’96,
please call me at 207-871-9940, or speak
to any Pride Committee member.
Thank you Portland. AA

RANT

by David Cook

In the days of the Cold War, there
was a one-liner that went “What'’s the
difference between a Soviet citizen and
an American citizen? Answer: The So-
viet citizen knows his government is ly-
ing to him.”

America was founded on the prin-
ciples of the Enlightenment, which re-
sulted in the truths enshrined in the Dec-
laration of Independence and the basic
structures in the Constitution. Now a
new America is being founded and it is
being built on big lies. The first of these,
ushered in by Ronald Reagan (the fa-
ther of the big lie himself) is that Gov-
ernment is your enemy and big business
is your friend. This is the most impor-
tant lie, because it provides the founda-
tion for the revolution that is gradually
transferring power from the poorer ma-
jority to an oligarchy of the already rich
and powerful.

The second lie is that America is a
free country. This in spite of the fact
that there is little real public dissent, that
the two major political parties are virtu-
ally indistinguishable from each other,
that Congress and the Presidency seem
locked in an endless self-defeating
struggle for the moral high ground, and
that the participation, therefore, of av-
erage Americans in the political process
is so low now that the U.S. does not even
qualify as a democracy by international

standards.

The third big lie is that Americans
are just good-hearted, kindly people liv-
ing in abewilderingly hostile world. This
lie works together with our obsessive
fear of world terrorism to perpetuate an
isolationism born of our very real igno-
rance of other people and other lands.
It is also a convenient excuse for any
kind of military adventure that we might
“need” to undertake for the preservation
of our “national security” (like waging
a terrorist war against Nicaragua, for
example or supporting fascism in El
Salvador).

The fourth big lie is that America’s
stubborn economic malaise is the result
of evil machinations from beyond our
shores, rather than the inevitable prod-
uct of nearly two decades of untram-
meled greed on the part of big business
with the collusion of our increasingly
corrupt political leaders. This lie leads
us to seek foreign scapegoats for our
troubles rather than honestly examining
the very real cultural and structural is-
sues that have got us where we are.

The fifth big lie is that the poor,
the disabled, the non-white peoples are
the cause of much of America’s troubles
— they are the enemy. This lie under-
lies much of the Contract With America
(dubbed the “Contract ON America” by
The Nation Magazine) and is the excuse
for so-called welfare reform and other
measures designed to eviscerate the al-

¢ -rotting corpse of the great soci-

ety.

The last big lie is that, only through
a return to what we are told are funda-
mental values — the supremacy of the
two-parent, heterosexual family, Chris-
tianity as the dominant metaphysical
belief system, and the disemboweling of
government — can the US retumn to its
former splendor and take back its right-
ful position as biggest, strongest, rich-
est country in the world. This is prob-
ably the most galling lie in that it is pre-
cisely behind the screen afforded by
these values that the most appalling be-
havior has and is taking place — physi-
cal and sexual abuse, oppression of
woman and gay people, and an unnec-
essary and destructive class war. What
is especially ironic about all the sancti-
monious bleating on the subject of Chris-
tian values is that, if ever I saw the sig-
nature of the Antichrist, it is on the Con-
tract With America.

(Introducing RANT, a commentary
column by David O. Cook, about broad
issues affecting all of us. Opinionated,
left-wing, and provocative, RANT aims
to tellitlike it is. The opinions expressed
in RANT do not necessarily reflect the
opinions of CPR, its owner, editors, or
writers — but they are probably not too
Jar off either! To react to RANT, or any
other column in CPR, please address
your comments to Community Pride
Reporter, 142 High Street, Suite 623,
Portland, ME 04101. Attention: (Col-
umn name). AA

“Pro °L ibri§ BOOKSHOP

Over
20,000
current and
out-of-print
books in
stock

10 Third Street, Bangor © 942-3019
A reader's paradise since 1980

Eric Furry, Proprictor
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LY EVENTS

Thursday, July 27:

AA 7:30 - 9:00 PM- The Matlovich
Society, Holiday Inn by the Bay, 88
Spring St., Portland, presents "Safe-Care
in the Face of Hatred." Vivian Wadas,
formerly of Womanspace Counseling
Center, will facilitate a program about
living with the chronic stress of
homophobia and lead us to reflect on
ways to alleviate that stress.
Saturday. July 30:

AA 3:30-6:00 PM - The Rights of
Summer, GLAD's 13th Annual Summer
Party. The Provincetown Inn.
Introducing GLAD's new Executive
Director, Amelia A. Craig.

AA 8:00 PM- In concert at First Parish
Church, 425 Congress St., Portland:
disappear fear with special guest, Kate
Schrock. MWD benefit. Tickets $10.
FMI: 775-2378.

AUGUST EVENTS

Tuesday, August 1:
*A 7:00-9:00 PM - Seacoast Chapter

" PFLAG meets. Viewing "Silent
Pioneers," portraying lives of older
lesbians and gays. FMI: 603/772-2244,
5196, or 3893.

Friday, August 4 thru

Sunday, August 6:
AAPost Pride Northeast Regional Pride

Committee Retreat, Portland. Includes
Island Beach Party and Ogunquit
reception. No speeches, no workshops,
no dull meetings. Just fun and
camaraderie. Open to all Pride
volunteers-to-be. FMI: 871-9940.

Saturday, A tS:
AA7:30-10:30 PM - Karaoke AID '95.

Sunset harbor cruise on Casco Bay to
benefit the work of PAWS (Pets Are
Wonderful Support). Come to the Casco
Bay Terminal in Portland. Tickets are
$12. FMIL: 775-PAWS, ext. #5.

Tuesday, August 8:
A 7:00 PM - Woodfords

Congregational Church, Portland.
PFLAG Portland chapter meets. FMI:
Rita, 766-5158 or Sue, 774-3441.

Wednesday, August 9:

AA 7:00-8:30 PM - Support group for
Advocates and Supporters of Lesbian &
Gay Civil Rights. 236 Park Ave.,
Portland. Facilitated free by Vivian
Wadas, (774-2403) and Jewel McHale
(773-4211). FMI, call.

Thursday, August 10:
AA7:00 PM - The Matlovich Society's

annual lawn party. Bring something to
share, plan to eat hearty. Watch the
sunset. Beverages and grill provided.
104 North St. Portland. Iflost, call 761-
2059.

Saturday, August 12:
AA All day: Maine Street Art

Connection. Several galleries in

Brunswick will donate 15% of days
proceeds to MWD. Artraffle, food sale
and entertainment from 3-6 PM. FMI:
207/729-3703 or 207/729-6406.

A MWD state-wide chapter meeting
and summer potluck cookout
competition. Searsmont, Maine.
Everyone is invited and encouraged to
attend. FMI, directions and time: 1-800-
761-1788.

Monday. August 14:
AA 6:30 PM - Rainbow Business &

Professional Organization meets.
Location tba. FMI, Victoria Zavasnik -
775-0015 or Paul Bernard - 885-5060.

Sunday. August 20:

Ae 7:00 PM - Cape Elizabeth United
Methodist Church, Rt. 77. Catie Curtis
in Concert sponsored by the Religious
Coalition Against Discrimination. FMI:
799-8396.

Wednesday, August 23:

AA 7:00-8:30 PM - Support group for
Adbvocates and Supporters of Lesbian &
Gay Civil Rights. 236 Park Ave.,
Portland. Facilitated free by Vivian
Wadas, (774-2403) and Jewel McHale
(773-4211). FMI, call.

Thursday, August 24 thru

Sunday, A t 27:
AAMaine-ly For You Festivals presents

Maine-ly for You Womens' Campout on
private lake in Western Maine. FMI:
207-583-6980. Bonfires, open mike,
dances, softball, volleyball, swimming,

fishing and lots more fun.

Thursday, August 24:

AA 7:30-9:00 PM - The Matlovich
Society, Holiday Inn by the Bay, 88
Spring St., Portland, presents: Poetry
reading by Kevin McLellan. Free hotel
parking, accessible to the mobility
impaired.

Saturday, August 26:

A+ business hours: 10% to End
Discrimination. Many business in
Portland's downtown will donate 10%
of their days receipts to MWD. Come,
shop 'til you drop!

Ae 11:00 am-7:00 pm - 10% to End
Discrimination Entertainment in
Congress Square, Congress and High
Streets. Broad range of entertainment
for all ages throughout the shopping day
event. FMI: 1-800-761-1788.

SEPTEMBER

Friday, September 1 thru

Monday, September 4:

AA Portland Round Up sponsored by
local gay community within AA.
University of So. Maine Campus.

Saturday, September 2:

AA 9:00 PM-midnight - Chem free
dance sponsored by Portland Round Up

“at Williston West Church. $5 at the door.

FMI: 207/729-7403. <

Bias Crime Task Force holds rally to condemn attacks on minority groups
Portland City Hall gathering draws 500 people, July 13, 1995

Blackstone’s.

About 500 people attended a rally, July 13,1995, on the
steps of portland City hall. The rally was sponsored by
the Bias Crimes Task Force in response to a series of

William Clark stands thh
Attorney General Andrew
Ketterer at the “No Room for
hate” rally. Clark is the victim of
the gay bashing July 1st outside
Ketterer said,
“Bigotry is a disease of ignorance
and ignorance is nothing to be
proudof.” He added that the AG’s
office pledges to protect the civil
rights of all Maine’s citizens.

s0j04d [uoqeg

Portland’s Police Chief, Michael ChltWOOd stands w1th Moses Sebunya, President of
the Maine’s NAACP. Chitwood said, “We have gathered together to send a powerful
message that hate and violence will not be tolerated within our community.” He
added that *‘an attack on one of us is an attack on all of us.” Sebunya criticized Mayor
Dawson of Portland and the City Council for their silence regarding the racist attacks

on Somalis in West Bayside.

William Clark stands with the man who came to
his defense when he was attacked outside
Blackstone’s, July 1. This man, who is not gay,
chooses to remain anonymous. He suffered
personal injury to help Clark.

| Clark had planned to speak at the rally but because
| of amisunderstanding did not. He wanted to
thank the man who came to his aid and to
encourage others to help out if they are witness to
violence. He also wanted to thank the Portland

hate crimes the most recent of which was a gay bashing

July1, 1995, outside Balckstone’s. e i

particular for their support.
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Gay/Lesbian Travel

"CALL Us FOR ALL YOUR TRAVEL NEEDS!"
We Can Book:
RSVP Cruises - Atlantis Events - Windjammer Cruises - Olivia Cruises -
Dude Ranches - Rafting Trips - Airline Tickets - Hotel Reservations - Car

Rentals - Cruises - Much More
ADVENTURE TRAVEL, INC. le
International Gay Travel Association

Two Elsie Way * P.O. Box 6610
Scarborough, ME 04070-6610  Maine'sFirstMember Travel Agency

(207) 885-5060 - (800) 234-6252
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Classified Ads

TRAVEI/VACATION

AA LESBIAN PARADISE! 20
charming rooms, 100 mountain acres,
pool, hot tub, hiking/skiing trails,
yummy breakfasts, peace and privacy.
We’re your perfect vacation choice year
round! Week-long and midweek
discounts. HIGHLANDS INN, Box
1180P, Bethlehem, NH 03574, (603)
869-3978. AA

AA BACKPACKING, canoeing, X-
country skiing, Native American cultural
trips, youth trip. Wildemess skills and
environmental awareness. Small
groups. Great food. Arizona, Utah, New
Mexico, Maine, Quebec,
Newfoundland. Contact: Earth Treks,
Dept. C., RFD 2, Box 785, Thorndike,
ME 04986. 1-800-589-4770.

AA YELLOW BIRCH FARM:
Romantic, seasonal cottage or year
round studio on working organic farm
in Down east Maine, 20 minutes from
Eastport. Absolute peace and quiet.
Beautiful, remote, unspoiled Cobscook
Bay. B & B or weekly rental. Brochure,
reservations: (207) 726-5807. AA

AA SPECKLED MOUNTAIN
RANCH: Located in Maine's White
Mountain foothills. Come stay at our
beautiful B & B and horse farm. We
have two rooms available, with delicious
vegetarian breakfast. Ride horses, hike,
enjoy nature. Call (207) 836-2908.
Bethel, Maine. AA

BUSINESS
ORGANIZATION

AA The Rainbow Business &
Professional Network has expanded its
membership to welcome gay men and
persons not necessarily business owners.
We are developing a directory of gay/
lesbian/bi owned or friendly businesses.
We plan to conduct seminars on issues
related to being a business &
professional network. We will have
social times together. FMI, call Vicky
Zavasnik, (207) 775-0015 or Carolyn
Jalbert, (207) 878-3755. AA

HELP WANTED

AA ADVETORIAL/ADVERTISING
Publishing Company is looking for
articulate, outgoing individuals.
Telemarketing and sales experience a
definate plus! Good reading, writing,
grammer and people skill a definate
must! If you're self-motivated, eager to
learn, earn and be part of a team effort
publishing business biographies in
regional newspapers, call Gail Moffat at
Proactive Resources, 207/772-3599.
Let's chat. AA

AA HIV/AIDS PREVENTION
position open. Develop and implement
prevention sessions for gay and bisexual
men in Lewiston-Auburn area. contract
for 150 hours, $1500; may develop into
paid, part-time staff position. Send
resume with references to: Claire

Gélinas, Director, AIDS Coalition of
Lewiston-Auburn, P.O. Box 7977,
Lewiston, ME 04243. AA

PERSONALS

AA Small endowed? Short in stature?
Like us? Tired of guys searching for
only tall or well hung? Finally stories,
advice and personals devoted to the
small man and our admirers. 100's
nationwide. SASE P O Box 610294,
Bayside, NY 11361-0294. AA

AA Sex with an older man? Why not?
GWM, unconventional Dad, 50s, seeks
trim young man to share good times,
travel, outdoors, antiques, yard sales,
leather, deep, dark adventures, etc.
Possible long term. "Share my golden
years." Ron, PO Box 1169, Sanford,
ME 04073. AA

AA GWM young 40s, HIV+ with
positive healthy attitude. Live in NYC
and southern coastal Maine.
Professional antiques dealer and interior
design consultant. I enjoy "arranging
things," the theatre, travel to Europe and
sharing the "good things in life." I'm
looking for a "sweetheart" of a guy for
friendship, adventure and romance.
Must be fun-loving, have a positive
attitude and healthy, with plans to stay
that way! If that sounds like you, write
me a letter about yourself and why you
think we should meet. My best regards.
David C. Frost, P.O. Box 350, Moody,
ME 04054. AA

MISCELLANEOUS

AABattered Lesbian Project forming
for W.I.L.D., Women Igniting Love and
Diversity. Volunteers needed. Seeking
to connect with battered and formerly
battered lesbians to assess community
needs and provide assistance. If your
partner/lover is verbally, emotionally, or
physically abusive to you, we can help
you get free. All inquiries strictly
confidential and all calls returned
discretely. Call Gabriella at (207) 761-
8138. If leaving message, specify full
name and best time to return call. Or
write to: W.LL.D., c/o Community Pride
Reporter, 142 High St., Suite #634,
Portland, ME 04101. AA

SUPPORT GROUP

AATOWARDS A MORE POSITIVE
IDENTITY: Gay men's support group.
Fred Wolf, STD, M.Div., and Chris
Behan, MSW. $45. Insurance
reimbursable. Sliding scale fee possible.
Individual and couples counseling also
available. Call 207/773-6658, Family
Institute of Maine, 38 Deering Street,
Portland. AA

Classified Ad Rates:
$10 for first 40 words
15¢ per word over 40
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GENERAL

ML/GPA is a statewide, non-partisan orga-
nization formedto educatethe general public,
politicians, and media on L/G issues. Pri-
mary goals areto involvethe L/G community
in Maine’s political process, promote civil
rights, develop and review legislation, en-
dorse candidates, build a coalition, and
oppose anti-gay legislation and referenda.
Meetings arethe 3rd Saturday of every month
in Augusta. FMI call 1-800-55-MLGPA.
Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbi-
ans and Gays (P-FLAG) promotes the
health and well-being of gay, lesbian, bi-
sexual and transgendered persons, their
families and friends through support, educa-
tion and advocacy. Come and celebrate our
children and friends just the way they are!
(See listings for Maine & New Hampshire
under PHONE SUPPORT and SUPPORT
GROUPS.)

Northern Lambda Nord is an educational,
informational, social, and service organiza-
tionserving lesbian, gay,and bisexual people
in northern Maine and New Brunswick.
Meetings are 2nd Sunday of every month at
1 pm (ME), 2 pm (N-B), at the Gay-Lesbian
Community Services Center, 398 S. Main
St., Caribou, and can be reached every
Wednesday by The Phoneline. Call 207/
498-2088.

The Matlovich Society is an educational
and cultural organization of lesbians, bi-
sexuals, gay men, and friends committed to
sharing our history as well as providing
person-affirming presentations and discus-
sions ina supportiveenvironment. Meetings
on the second and fourth Thursday every
month at 7:30 pm at the Holiday Inn By the
Bay, 88 Spring St. Portland. Free parking
andaccessible to the mobility-impaired. Call
207/761-4380.

National Association of Social Workers,
ME. Chapter, Sexual Minority Issues Com-
mittee welcomes new social work members.
Our purposeisto educate, provideresources,
and lobby legislators on issues involving
sexual minorities in Maine. Meetings are on
the 3rd Thursday of every month at 5§ pm at
the Community Counseling Ctr., 343 Forest
Ave., Portland. FMI call Perry Sutherland,
874-1030.

HATE CRIMES & BIAS INCIDENTS:
Have you or someone you know been a
victim? Call the Civil Rights Section of the
Maine Department of the Attorney General
-626-8844.

Building Inclusive Community: A group
of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgendered
people working to build an inclusive and
safe community in Lewiston-Auburn and
outlying areas. We are exploring ways to
achieve this goal through social gatherings,
educational events, support groups, topic
meetings and forums open to sexual minori-
ties, friends and supporters. FMI, write
POB 3184, Auburn, ME 04212-3184.

Citizens Alliance for Gay and Lesbian
Rights: (CAGLR), New Hampshire's old-
est progressive gay/lesbian civil rights
organization, welcomes all those interested
inthese goals to weekly meetings, programs,
socials and various other events. Newslet-
ter. Call Info-line (603) 224-1686 or write to
PO Box 730, Concord, NH 03302-0730.

MUSIC & ART

Women In Harmony is an eclectic choral
ensemble open to all women regardless of
age, race, religion, or sexual orientation. If
you are interested in becoming a member or
volunteering organizational skills, send
SASE (including your phone number) to

P.O.Box 5136 Sta. A, Portland, ME. 04101,
or call 207/774-4940.

Maine Gay Men’s Chorus is a community
chorus which brings men together to en-
hance social tolerance and diversity in the
Greater Portland area, as well as affirming
the gay/lesbian experience with creative and
lively musical entertainment. FMI call 883-
8099 or write M.G.M.C., P.O. Box 10391,
Portland, ME. 04104.

The Maine Gay Visual Artist’s League
will meet on the third Wednesday of every
month. The League is a non-profit, creative
support network for Maine's gay & lesbian
visual artists community.FMI, call 775-3420.

PHONE SUPPORT
Region by region

National Center for Lesbian Rights Youth
Project: 1-800-528-NCLR.
Boston Alliance of Lesbianand Gay Youth
(BAGLY): 1-800-347-TEEN.
Portland:
The AIDS Line: 1-800-851-AIDS or 775-
1267. HIV/AIDS related questions, call
Mon.-Sat. 9 am-5 pm, Mon. & Wed. eve-
nings until 7:30 pm. Anonymous.
DIAL KIDS: 774-TALK. For lesbian, gay,
bi & questioning youth under 19 yrs.
Ingraham Volunteers: Call 774-HELP
(774-4357).
The AIDS Project: 774-6877. Located at
22 Monument Sq., Sthfloor, Portland 04101.
Call for information and support group meet-
ings in Portland, Lewiston, Brunswick.
Bangor: Eastern Maine AIDS Network: 990-
3626
Belfast: Waldo-Knox AIDS Coalition: 338-
1427
Brunswick: Merrymeeting AIDS Support
Services: 725-4995
Bridgton: Community Task Force on AIDS:
583-6608 -
Rumford: Community AIDS Awareness Pro-
gram: 823-4170
Lewiston: Androscoggin Valley AIDS Coa-
lition: 786-4697
Waterville: Dayspring: 626-3432
Ellsworth: Down East AIDS Network: 667-
3506
Oxford Hills: Oxford Hills Community AIDS
Network: 743-7451.
Mid coast: Gay men's HELP LINE, 6:00-
9:00 pm (only) M-F. 207/863-2728, FAX,
207/863-2794. Also, gay youth info.

Parents & Friends of Lesbians &
Gays (P-FLAG)

Contacts in Maine

(* indicates monthly meetings)
Augusta/Hallowell: 623-2349
*Bangor/Brewer: 989-5180
Brunswick/Bath: 729-0519

*Qakland: Steve, 465-3870
*Lewiston/Auburn: 783-9789

*Portland: Rita, 766-5158 or Sue, 774-3441
Waldoboro: 832-5859

Cont in New H hi
P-FLAG NH 24 hour Helpline:
603/623-6023
Concord: Judy, 603/485-3943
Webster: Betsy, 603/746-3818
Manchester: Hans & Lin, 603/668-0741
Nashua: Nancy, 603/880-8709
Kensington: Nora/John, 603/772-3893
Stratham: Betty, 603/772-5196
Francestown: Cy/Gordon, 603/547-2545
Hanover: Shirley/Tom, 603/643-8331
Holderness: Olivia, 603/968-7254
Center Sandwich: Tish, 603/284-6434

SUPPORT GROUPS

Medical Support
itted Di inic: Con-

fidential screening and treatment for STD’s
for residents and non-residents at a walk-in-
clinic. Low cost, medicaid accepted.
Anonymous, confidential HIV testing by
appointment only. Clinic open Tues.
&Thurs., 3:30 to 6 pmat Portland City Hall
Room 303. FMI call 874-8784.
P e entho n_New
England: Serving men and women, offer-
ing annual exams, pregnancy testing, birth
control info. & supplies (free condoms!),
testing and treatment for infections and
STD’s, menopause support and more.
Evening hours, affordableservices, and com-
pleteconfidentiality. Medicaid welcome. 970
Forest Ave., Portland. FMI call 874-1095.

Identity Support

W shire P-F ti
Concord: Meets 3rd Sunday from 3-5 pm at
1st Congregational Church, Washington &
North Main Streets. (use Washington St.
entrance), FMI call 603/472-4944.
Seacoast: Meets 1st Tuesday from 7-9 pm at
Stratham Community Church, Emory Lane,
Stratham (1st right west of Rte 101 circle),
FMI call 603/772-5196.
MonadnockRegion: Meets 4th Monday from
7-8:30 pm at The Place to Go, 46 Concord
St., Peterborough, FMI call 603/547-2545
or 603/623-6023.
Nashua: Meets 3rd Thursday at 7:30 pm at
Unitarian-Universalist Church, Lowell &
Canal Streets., FMI call 603/880-0910.
Plymouth: Meets first Sunday, 7-9 pm, Ply-
mouth Congregational Church. FMI, call
603/968-7254 or 603/786-9812.
Upper Valley Region: Meets second
Wednesday, 7 pm. Hanover. FMI, call 603/
643-8331.
e P- G Meet

Portland: Meets 2nd Tuesday 7-9 PM at
Woodfords Congregational Church, 202
Woodfords St. FMI, 766-5158 or 774-
3441.
Women's Center - Belfast - Weekly
meetings, 9A Main St., 2nd floor (above
Jaret & Cohn) FMI, 338-5702. Group
meeting every Wednesday, 6:15 pm.
Women's Spirituality Gatherings, Mondays
7-9 pm.
NA: Just for Today meetings every
Wednesday, 8:15 pm, at St. Luke’s Cathe-
dral, State St., Portland. Use Park St. en-
trance in rear. Also Friday meeting, 8:00 pm,
Immanuel Baptist Church, corner Deering
& High St., Use entrance off Deering St.

Out and About - a lesbian support and
educational group, meets on 1st & 3rd
Wednesday monthly, 7:00 pm., United
Methodist Church, 129 Miller Ave,
Portsmouth, NH. FMI: POB 5691,
Portsmouth, NH 03902, or 603/772-
8045.

Out Among Friends: Meets Thursdays 7-
8:30 pm, in the downstairs club room of the
Portland YWCA, 87 Spring St. Lesbian sup-
port/discussion group. Free or $1 donation
to help w/rent.

Out on MDI: For gays, lesbians, bii's and
our friends. Veryactivesocial/support group.
Meets every Tuesday at 7:00 pm. Newcom-
ers always welcome. FMI, write OUT ON
MDI, PO Box 367, Southwest Harbor, ME
04679-0367 orcall (207) 288-2502 and leave
a message.

Dignity, Etc.: Meets third Sunday at 5:15
pm at St. Luke’s Cathedral (Emmanuel
Chapel), Portland. All are welcome. Fel-

lowship & potluck supper follow 5:15 pm
service. We minister to the lesbian and gay
community. FMI, write P.O. Box 8113, Port-
land 04104,

The ollo Society: an out-reach, net-
working and social organization for New
England’s gay and lesbian atheists, free-
thinkers, ethical humanists and Hellenes.
Free speech/civil rights advocacy group of-
fering freedom-from-religion support,
religious de-programming and fun! FMI,
773-5726 or P.O. Box 5301, Portland, ME
04101.

Community of Hope: A Christian congre-
gation which claims a primary ministry with
gay and lesbian people and strives to be
inclusive of all persons. Worship on Satur-
days at4:00 PM at Immanuel Baptist Church,
156 High St., Portland. FMI write Commu-
nity of Hope. POB 1671, Portland, ME
041014,

Centr aine Gay Men’s Support
Group: Tuesdays from 7-8:30 pm. FMI call
622-1888 or 622-4254.

gether: 1st and 3rd Fridays each month,
6:00 pm. First Universalist Church, 345
Broadway, Rockland, ME. FMI, Larry
Godfrey, (207) 594-2957.

Q-Squad: Support group for lesbian, gays,
bisexuals, & transgendereds. Serving
Franklin County, based at UM Farmington.
FMI call and leave message, (207) 778-
7380.

TransSupport Group: Meetsregularly, pro-
viding confidential support, education and
social activities for cross dressers, trans-
sexuals, their families, friends, & others
interested in gender dysphoria issues. FMI
write TransSupport, P.O. Box 17622, Port-
land, 04112.

Gender Talk North: P.O.Box211, Keene,
NH 03431.

Trans Counseling: Cheshire Counseling
Assoc., PO Box 1124, Keene, NH 03431.
603/357-5544.

Women Survivors of Childhood Abuse: A
support group for survivors of childhood
abuse and/or sexual assault meets Wednes-
days from 1:30 to 3 pm. Free, confidential,
safe, facilitated. FMI and location call (207)
874-6593. Sponsored by USM’s Womyn’s
Forum.

Maine Bisexual People’s Network: Meets
to affirm in all a positive nature of bisexual-
ity and work toward greater acceptance in
the bisexual, gay, lesbian, and straight com-
munities. Support and referrals available.
FMI write P.O. Box 10818, Portland, ME.
04104.

Wilde-Stein Club: Meets every Thursday
at 6:30 pm at Memorial Union, Sutton
Lounge, UM at Orono.
Lesbian/Bisexual Support Group: Meets
every Tuesday, 7-9 PM, at Women’s Re-
source Center 101 Fernald Hallat UM Orono.
FMI call (207) 581-1425.

Am Chofshi: A Maine Lesbian/Gay Jewish
support group, meets monthly. FMI call
Rheatha at 874-2970.

Seacoast Gay Men: Social group meets
Mondays (except holidays), 7 pm Unitarian
Universalist Church, 292 State St., Ports-
mouth, NH. FMI call (603) 430-4052, or
write P.O. Box 1394, Portsmouth 03802-
1394.

Lewiston/Auburn: A new gay, lesbian, bi-
sexual support group for the Lewiston/
Auburn area meets Mondays at 7 pm at the
Unitarian-Universalist Church on Spring St.,
Auburn.

Bangor Lesbian Support Group: This
Lesbian Support Group welcomes any
woman who self-identifies as a lesbian. They
seek to creat woman-only, lesbian-positive




space to explore issues and affirm them-
selves and each another as lesbians.
Confidentiality, open-mindedness and re-
spect are required. Meets 1st and 3rd
Wednesdays, 6:30-8:00 pm, Mabel
Wadsworth Women’s Health Center, 334
Harlow St., Bangor. FMI: (207) 947-5337.
Mountain Valley Men (MVM): A group of
gay men of all ages in the western Maine,
Eastern NH area who get together for pot
luck dinners, hiking, canoeing, skiing and
other activities. FMI, write to Box 36,
Center Conway, NH 03813-0036 or call
Paul at 207/925-1034.
S.N.A.P.: Survivors Network of Those
Abused by Priests. Monthly support group
for men & womenhealing from sexual abuse
by clergy of any denomination. Meets in
Portland location on third Friday of the
month. FMI, call 207/774-5025.
Parents
Gay/Lesbi isexual P ts
Meeting in the Portland area. For dates,
places and times write GLB Parents Group,
P.O. Box 13, Augusta, Me 04332-0013.
Mothers and Kids Group: Social events
and group support for lesbians and their
children. Emphasis on inclusion of lesbians
intheprocess of becoming pregnant or adopt-
ing. Meets monthly in the greater Portland
area. FMI write: P.O. Box 2235, South
Portland, ME 04116.
Gay P ting Di g T
ing 2nd Monday of month in Bangor Hall,
University College Campus in Bangor. We
discuss parenting issues. Open to gay men
and lesbians. FMI, call 862-2516.

Youth Support
OUTRIGHT TOO: Sundays, 6 pmat Mabel
Wadsworth Women'’s Health Center, Harlow
St., Bangor. Support group for lesbian, gay,
bisexual youth ages 16-22. FMI, call 207/
947-5393. -
OUTRIGHT/Central Maine: Weekly, con-
fidential meetings for gay, lesbian, &
questioning youth 22 years and under. Call
“First Call” at 795-6677 or 1-800-339-4042
and ask about OUTRIGHT.
OUTRIGHT/Portland: Meets every Fri-
day from 7:30-9:30 pm at The People's
Building, 155 Brackett St., 2nd floor, Port-
land. Safe and supportive discussions with
and for gay, lesbian, bisexual & questioning
young people. FMI call 774-TALK, or 774-
HELP or write to P.O. Box 5077, Portland,
ME. 04101.

OUTRIGHT/Seacoast: Meets every Fri-
day from 7 to 9 pm at the Unitarian Church
annex building adjacent to the fire station,
206 Court St., Portsmouth NH. FMI call
Teenline at 1-800-639-6095 or write P.O.
Box 842, Portsmouth NH 03801.
F.A.T.E. Fight AIDS-Transform Educa-
tion: A project of ACT UP/Portland whose
purpose is to demand better HIV/AIDS edu-
cation and combat homophobia in all Maine
public schools; to form empowering groups
for teens by teens and to create a context in
which pro-teen, pro-gay groups are able to
change the educational policies in their indi-
vidual school districts. Straight or gay, boy
or girl, HIV+/-, black, brown or white. All
welcome. FMI on who to contact or how to
organize in your school district, contact
F.A.T.E,,POBox 1931, Portland, ME 04104.
Phone/fax 828-0566.
COLAGE: A national support group run by
and for the children of gay, lesbian or bi-
sexual parents. FMI, COLAGE, 2300
Market St., #165, Dept. P, San Francisco,
CA 94114,

HIV Related Support Meetings
Portland:
Mondays: People Living with HIV disease
and all friends,families, partners &
caregivers, 6:30-8:00 PM.
Tuesdays: People Living with HIV disease

and all friends, families, lovers, and
caregivers, 10:30 am-Noon.

2nd & 4th Tuesdays: Living Well focusing
on quality of life and empowerment.

1st Wednesday: PAWS (Pets Are Wonder-
ful Support), 5:30 pm. Call 775-PAWS.
Charles Wynott, Program Coordinator.
Thursdays: People living with HIV meets
from 5:30-7 pm.

The above Portland support groups meet at
The AIDS Project, 22 Monument Sq., 5th
floor.except the Tuesday group, Living Well.
FMI on that call Sandy Titus at Stratogen
Health Care. Call Jane O’Rourke at 774-
6877 or 1-800-851-2437 for more
information.

Auburn: People living with HIV disease,
Tuesdays, 1:30-3:00 pm at Auburn Family
Planning. Call Diana Carrigan,
Androscoggin and Oxford Case Manager
and Support Services Coordinator for TAP
at the Auburn office, 783-4301.
Biddeford: People affected or infected by
HIV, Mondays, 5:30-7:00 pm. So. ME.
Medical Center classroom oppeosite cafete-
ria on 2nd floor. Call John Bean, York
County Case Manager, 774-6877.
Brunswick: Meetings for familyand friends
who have loved ones with HIV/AIDS at
Merrymeeting AIDS Support Services, 8
Lincoln Street. FMI on meeting days and
times call 725-4955.

Gardiner: 1st & 3rd Wednesdays: People
Living with HIV meets from 1:30-3 pm at
the Physicians Building behind KVRHA
Annex. Call MASS at 725-4955.
Rumford/Mexico Area: Mondays: AIDS
Support Group/Phoneline meets from 7-8:30
pmat Mexico Congregational Church, Main
Street, Mexico. Call 364-8603.

AIDS Coalition of Lewiston & Auburn:
Thursdays: Support for people with HIV &
their families. 7 pm, 70 Court St., 2nd floor,
Auburn. FMI call 786-4697.

Maine AIDS Alliance
Member Organizations
ATIDS Lodging House: P.O. Box 3820, Port-
land, ME 04101-3820, Call 874-1000.
AIDS Coalition of Lewiston-Auburn: P.O.
Box 7977, Lewiston, ME 04243-7977. Call
786-4697.
Community AIDS Awareness Program:
c/o Mexico Cong.Church/UCC,43 Main
St. . Mexico, ME 04257. Call 364-8603.
Community Task Force on AIDS Educ.:
P.O. Box 941, Naples, ME 04055. Call 583-
6608.
Dayspring: 32 Winthrop St., Augusta, ME
04330. Call 626-3432.
Down East AIDS Network: 114 State St.,
Ellsworth, ME 04605. Call 667-3506.
Eastern Maine AIDS Network: P.O. Box
2038, Bangor, ME 04401. Call 990-3626.
Merrymeeting AIDS Support Serv.: P.O.
Box 57, Brunswick, ME 04011-0057. Call
725-4955.
Names Project/Maine: P.O. Box 10248,
Portland, ME 04104. Call 774-2198.
Oxford Hills Community AIDS Network:
P.O. Box 113, Paris, ME 04271-0113. Call
743-7451.
Peabody House: 14 Orchard St., Portland,
ME 04102. Call 774-6281.
People With AIDS Coalition of ME.: 696
Congress Street, Portland, ME 04101, Call
773-8500.
Pets Are Wonderful Support (PAWS): 22
Monument Square, Portland ME 04101. Call
T775-PAWS.
St. John Valley AIDS Task Force: c/o
NMMC, 143 E. Main St., Fort Kent, ME
04743. Call 834-3355.
The AIDS Project: 22 Monument Sq., Sth
fir., Portland, ME 04101. Call 774-6877.
Waldo-Knox AIDS Coalition: P.O. Box
956, Belfast, ME 04915. Call 338-1427.
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J Karma Sensitive \
Psychotherapy
Problem-solving from a larger perspective

Kenneth Lux, Ph.D.,
Clinical Psychologist

Author of Humanistic Economics

1441 Hotel Road
Auburn, Maine 04210

(207)786-4300

\ Brochure available on request. /

Northern Lights
Metropolitan

Community

Church |

Now gathering for worship at
Senior Spectrum Building
Gardiner, Maine

Sundays at 4:00 PM

Northern Lights MCC is an inclusive
Christian congregation with an
outreach to those who have felt
alienated or seperated from the
Church, including gay, lesbian,

bisexual and transgendered persons.

Bill Gordon, contact person
207/453-9750

Mark Letizia

207 469-3409

® Ecological Homes

® Nontoxic & Natural
Paints & Finishes

® "Real” Linoleum

® Home Building

® Design Services

® Consultations

HCR 80 Box 68, Penobscot, Maine 04476

* Safe Home Inspections

(billed t

T $2-2.99/min. B
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Aprts & Entertalnment

OUR TIME! The Maine Gay Men’s Chorus

Three Shows, 3 women, 3 venues...

by Aimsel L. Ponti

It’s hard to know just where to be-
gin with this piece as the music was so
great and I am overwhelmed with want-
ing to tell you about all three shows all
at once.

Well, I guess I'll go in order. Go-
ing back to a Tuesday night in early June,
the 6th to be exact. The first time see-
ing any artist usually stands out most in
my mind. Such is the case with Bonnie
Raitt. Having never seen her live be-
fore, I went in with an open mind, and
an open pair of ears. Before Raitt even
took the stage, the evening was great
because of the opening acts Raitt had on
tour with her. There’s nothing quite like
classic blues to get your blood flowing.
Charles Brown and Ruth Brown, both
old enough to be most of our grandpar-
ents, performed what Ruth refers to as
“coffee grindin’ music” to a nearly sold
out audience. Ruth Brown’s “Love Let-
ters”” was gut-wrenching and wonderful.

When Bonnie Raitt took the
stage, she almost immediately estab-
lished a comfortable rapport with us.
Despite her semi-recent success, Raitt
was sincere and seemed to enjoy play-
ing for us. It did , however, take the
crowd about two-thirds of the show to
really start to move-around and groove
to the music. Raitt received quite the
cheer when she mentioned Maine Won’t
Discriminate. Raitt donated 200 hundred
tickets and had an after-show reception
as a Maine Won’t Discriminate fund-
raiser. Before performing one song Raitt
said, “This song is for people who want

609 Congress St.
Portland, Maine

State Theatre

Thur. & Sat. July 27 & 29

"Carmen"
A Portland Opera Repertory Theatre presentation

Friday, August 4
George Carlin

Sunday, August 6
John Hiatt

Tuesday, August 8
Kris Kristofferson

Wednesday, August 9
Carlene Carter

Monday, August 14

Bob Weir & Rob Wasserman
and Rat Dog
Sfeaturing

Matthew Kelly & Jay Lane

Wednesday, August 23 .
Robert Cray Band
w/ Charlie Musselwhite

Friday, August 25
Harry Belafonte

For tickets call: (207) 879-1112
Major Credit Cards accepted

to love who the hell they want!” She
later added that she hopes that Maine
Won’t Discriminate can “get the damn
thing off the ballot once and for all.”
One of the musical highlights was
when Raitt did a cover of the Talking
Heads classic, “Burning down the
house” which blended into “Love sneak-

Balboni Photo
Melissa Etheridge performing
during her last visit to Portland.

ing up on you.”

One of her last songs was “I can’t
make you love me.” It was chilling. The
show could have perhaps been louder
and the crowd more enthusiastic, but
Bonnie Raitt is definitely a performer
not to be missed.

The very next night, Wednesday
the seventh, I found myself in the front
row of the lower balcony of one of my
favorite venues, the State Theater.
Again, I was seeing an artist I had never
seen before. Shawn Colvin was abso-
lutely amazing. She wove together mu-
sic, humor and spontaneity into one of
the best performances I’ve seen. One
minute she’d have us breathless singing
“ Cry like an angel,” and the next she’d
be poking fun at artists like Sheryl Crow,
Jill Sobule ( the “Ikissed a girl” person)
and of course, Melissa Etheridge. But
even Melissa fans weren’t offended at
her whimsical stab at “Come to my win-
dow.” And then she’d do a song like
“Stranded,” have us breathless again,
then tell us about how Julio Iglesias will
soon be covering her “I don’t know
why,” in French no less. And not only
that, but they had to change the words
because nothing rhymes with pourquoi.

Shawn Colvin is a true musician,
entertainer, and almost a comedian too.
Her lack of set list, stories between
songs, and laid-back approach worked
well with the 1500+ people in attendance
that night.

Now comes the really fun part.
First let me say that I hope this gets me
out of hot water with anyone who read
my November review of Melissa
Etheridge’s show at The Civic Center,

which I still say isn’t THAT critical. 1

with The Flirtations

by Winnie Weir, Publishing Editor

Pride ’95 weekend was a series of
high points culminating with a stirring
performance by the Maine Gay Men’s
Chorus of “Our Time!” with an added
bonus of special guests, The Flirtations.

Sitting in the packed State Theatre,
the air felt electric with anticipation as
performance time drew nearer. You
could see the pride emanating from con-
cert goers as they strode around the the-
atre greeting friends and family and call-
ing out “Happy Pride.” We were ready
when the curtain went up and the first
notes of “Diversity” filled the theatre.

The program was pure entertain-
ment from beginning to end. The Cho-
rus held us all in the palm of their hands
as they presented their gifts of song,
dance and humorous antics. The
Maritones’ version of “What Shall We
Do With a Drunken Sailor” evoked
ripples of laughter. “Deep River,” a
personal favorite, with Timothy Bate
ably performing the solo, was very mov-
ing and ended the section entitled
“Songs of Freedom.”

Following these heavier selections,
the Chorus moved into lighter fare with
“Reel “a Bouche,” ‘Pineapple Rag,” and
“Hit Me With aHot Note.” Kyle Tardy
was responsible for choreography and
staging and did an outstanding job as did

Time,” as the chorus sang these words
of Stephen Sondheim. “I Sing the Body
Electric,” “He Ain’t Heavy . . . He’s My
Brother,” and There Comes a Time,”
touched different places in all our hearts.

Following a welcome intermission,
which found Congress Street awash in
people trying to catch a cool reprieve
from the heat of the theatre, the fabu-
lous Flirtations took center stage and
mesmerized us with their rapid fire hu-
mor and singing. They were great, pure
and simple. What a coup to have them
sharing the stage with our own fabulous
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