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January, 1980

mgine Lesbian Feminist was nrganized at a workshop at Gay Sy@posium
III. The purpose of the organization was, and still is, t° provide a
base for support, consciousness raising, and pnliticallactlon. Alse, a
celebration for Lesbians threughout the State of vaine". C.H.

Iinutes from Bed, 16th meeting ‘Seribe - Deb Z

The gathering in Bundy's Harbor tncluded pot luck lunch, "reaching-
out" workshop (my apolegies to those who called it ngeduction"), Gay
Symposium workshop, and general meeting.

General Yeeting Notes <
1. Someene suggested starting an LT library. If each § brings a

1ist of books she is willing to lend (next meeting) te other [L¥ member:
we ceuld form an overall 1list of bonks available by contacting book
owner.

2. January meeting set at Susan B. Anthony club on the 26th of Jan,
in Belfast,

3, There will be a retreat weekend including an MLF meeting February
16-17 in Strong. Flease think abcut what you weuld like tn happen €n
a retreat weekend--to be discussed at next meeting.

4., There will be a Gay Symposium meeting at UNA, January 19.

Agenda: 11-12 Committee meetings '
12-1  Lunch
1-5 Steering Committee Yeeting

JANUARY's VL® M3ETING - Jan, 26 at the Susan B. Anthony Club-Belfast.
Agendas: 12:00 = Helles, etc.
1:00 - Yotherhood workshop
2:00 - General leeting (d.scuss Sympzsium alse)
3:00 - Music & Poetry (come with materials to share and be
ready for a singalong or whatever)
Dinner-pot luck (Hot plate is all we have. Bring
enld stuff or something to plug in) .
7:00 - Dance at Susan B. Anthony Club - denatien 42.
DIREZCTIONS TC CLUB: ;
Located in downtown Belfast, above the Grasshopper Shop en Vain St.
Znter the donr to the right n~f the Grasshopper, go up to the third
floor, turn left and you are there:
ANNOUNCE? ANTS & INFGRVATION
¥

5:00

¥*
California Amazen relocating in Maine. Needs a home, preferably ne
Augusta (but epen tn other areas). Contact: ¥Yarlane RFD ;2 c/0 Clark;

cardiner, Ore O4345. Tele 4 582-4580

##%Portland Area Wemen! "The Women's Rosm"has been opened since Sept.

Velunteers there effer support greups, a lending library, evening ente
tainment, and speakers from the community. They will be epen as leng

as they have your support. Hours are 9 am & 9pm every Thnrs. For mere
info call Mary Hondo at the YWCA, 87 Spring St., Pertland, 772-1906 ot
rarilyn at 772-2753,

##%%,/{11ie Tyson's new album "yi1llie Tyson" npw available. Lank for it
at beskstores (feminist of course). Llima Bean Records.

##%New Years Dance Dec, 31st 9pm -1 at 0ld Cambridge Baptist Church,'
vass Ave, Cambridge, lass (petween Central & Harvard Square). »3.50 d

#%#Lesbian Custory Case: Bunny King of Franklin County (Western Vass)i
fighting fer the custory of her 2 children, lichelle 7 & Jacqueline 5.
This past fall, the custody hearing in Probate Court lasted 5 dayss
There were extensive inquiries into Bunny's mental, emotional, physice
healths economic, educational & family packground, religious affiliav:
her lesbianism, other relationships, anything that cculd be dragged 4
After 3 painful mcniths, the judge, a 70-year 0ld white male handed cek
his decision: that in his npinion "...the envirenment in which she »ri
poses to raise the children, namely a lesbian hausehnld, creates 31 el
ment of instability that wo1ld adversely affect the welfare of the
children.,". His aim is to upheld the status CUO. Bunny, her lawyers,
family, friends, & supporters are np¥willing t» give up & give in to
this blatant #Kxiixﬁmrxhuﬁxxx£ﬂxdLﬁ@ﬁﬂﬂ}g;ﬂgfxxhimxjxmxfﬂrm of patriar
orpressien & ilacrimination, They rave 6C days te appeal & need $6500
$1500 of which we need in 30 days fer a transcript of the record. Give
what yeu cans Pranklin County Lesbian Alliance, P.0. Box'235, Deerfiel
Mass 01342, 'ake checks pvayable Ye Bunny King Defense Fund. For more
infe call §413) 772-0807. Thanks. VML '



e
DATES TO RENMEVBER 3 ; _ :

*%% State Symposium Planning Sesséen at Univ. of Yaine - Augusta,
10:00 - 11, Cormmittee Veeting, ill 12, Tunehi 1100 State \eetlng. Every-
cne welcnme

S s January 26th "LF leeting at Susan B Anthony Club, Belfast
‘ ' 499 THE SUSAN B. ANTHONY c1uB 3%

.. “Thig is a club: for ¢ idéntified ( Q 11 was treated with the intention
of’ gettingcealtural, sociul & educatirnal events happening in lMaine for

« Se, 1f you want snmethlnp to happen & k eep happening, help by support-
ing the place or py using the space for Q's events, Write to Susan B.

Antheny Club,, c¢/o VLF P.C. Bex 125, Belfast, Naine 049154.
AL e CALENDAR OF EVANTS

Concert with Jan & Dargaret Shakespeare, cellest and
classical fi ddler. 3:00 p. e -PLeb0s
Film/Discussioen series. Banners & Babies 2:00 Do,

Januafz
Suyn, dJan, 6

SRR Jane 1o

Sats  Jar 26 - VIF Veeting 12-5 with pntluck dinner after
UPCOMING " . DANCE 7:00 Q Q0 QQ
Febrcuasry
©'Sun. Feb.l10 - Film
Sat. TFeb, 23 - Valentines Dance
Marel

P°etry reading 0 i b T e o S S T et

“.At-the. last paetry readlng (Dec: 2) we passed a paper arnund and
everyone wrete a llne~ this ' is the pAem we came up with when we put ™
the lines together!!

i

: Color of the room is blue

witheut a word

we hear the wnispers

entering rain

do hot live in the marglns ;

We come together as one in the circle
sharing the wonder of our sisters' hearts
Together we find the reasons -

fer the cmmnectinns and the differences.,

PUBLICATTIONS s

¥EENSIignss Journal of ¢ in Culture and Society”. Published quarterly by
. the Univs of Chicago Press 1 yr/516. Send te: The Unlxer81ty of Chlcago
Press, 11030 Langley Ave., Chicago, Ill. 60628 :

#%% "OUT LOUD: A collection of New Songs .by 0" Ink works Eresss 4220
Telegraph Ave., Oakland, CA 94609 35,95 plus. 80¢ postage. :

-¥¥% A book of poems by Jean Sirius "WOVYN/TRIENDS®™ True peams about
womyn from Sirius Beoks, Box 1027 Brooklyn, NY 11202 42.00 plus 50¢post,

##%, "The Allegheny Feminist"-a newspaper to keep up with the Q's movement
and. activities. »5/yr. P.0. Box 7483 Pittsburgh, PA 15213 : : 2t

#%% U“SPARE RIB" Britain's only monthly feminist maea21ne. News and -
features from Britain and all over the werld, plus beoks, films, theatre
and music reviews $21/yr airmail or 513/yr seamall. Send. to: Spare Rib -
Stbscriptien, c¢/o Linda Phillips, 114 George bt., Berkhansted Herts o
HPLI' 25F v unglandn

*REEYE TO YR PCRTRAILS C7 1SSBIANS: Dhﬂtographs by JLB plus herstory

anf Lesbian photography by Judith Schwarz @lo 50 from Glad Hag Books,
Bex 2934, Washington, DC 20013,

BEXXXEXKX‘**"NeW Directions for Q" A bl—mnnthly newspaper gé/yr, 223 01d

Hoek Rd, Westwood NJ 07675, -

There Shall never be another season of silence untll have the ‘same

rights men have on this green earth. Susan B, Anthony

REQUZST FROM THE NEWSLETTZR STAFRF##*¥# e ; :
Please send your thoughts or any infn that you wish to share.' We put. -

the Newsletter together the.last week nf every month. so send it in be-

fore that time. Got any poems,,storles, etc?? send to address belﬁw.'

: TLF NoWSLATTER SUPSCRIPTION
IS THERE A LAVaNDAR MOON ON YOUR -NVELCPE? YCUR SUBSCRIPTION IS DUM.
VLF needs your 5 (yearly subscription rate)in order for us to continue
the Newsletter. -It costs 4 to send it out., Please contribute as much
ag you can if ndot $5, Thank‘yﬁu!! Send:tos VLFE

- Checks made payable: VLF Newsletter PO Box 125
NAVE _ Belfast, ‘aine 04915
ADDRESS -

T DON:T WANT THZ NoWSLaTTan



)

>, rd §
= / 5 G ! ’\ ;
=3 S T o

STl r e
o ‘\ > } f{'\ //! } =
,’/' N s 25 i \ ' \\ ‘\ / .‘ “‘"S :r\\ § =
! " ) t \_’ D I ’.1 ! ) s l' \\ e,
O\ o A
i "~ e / b NP "i 3
».,\‘ ; ~ \‘«.\‘.. ‘ ,t',} e _‘s'\
: 2 + i
L | £idd b
2 N -~ o e \ ('-“‘ 4
‘\V \ r\/\\ = ::) \k ‘\J\ \' \( - R
“_,)‘v’ \ Y \ ‘L
e L A
0 T | & 5
/ { ) b=
\.v S ! -
e,

EREREE e £ |l \\ \ ,/-Qg\
\ s i .-A ¥ { R
. ot N )
~
T £ 7
) v / } ! f ‘,’_ A I A
\‘) (\_’_/' \\.. / {“' :



NOW Cony ntion

Jutof the

By Kerry Lobel & Jeanpe Cordovs

2

The setting wae &s complex and as
overpowering as the politics which took
place. When the largest feminist organi-
zation in the womes's movement briags
its annual convengdon o & Juxury, 30-
story, glass belted tubular hotel with 850
menu items, you know the Women's
Movemeni has gone establishment,

Indeed, out-oi-the-revolution-and-i
the-mainstream was the siory of the
weekend. What happened at the 12th
Annual NOW Convention is in many
respects what is heppening to the 'Women’s
Movement. HOW moved to the nght, and
sbbreviated feminism in the name of
efficiency.

Inspired by its cherismatic President,
Eleanor (Ellic) Smeai, the delegates
accomplished this feat by: sweeping out of
office its only open lesbian encumbent,
denying office to the only woman of color
running, and refusing re-clection to &
politically radical officer. The new leader-
ship of the National Organization for

- Women is, perhaps sppropriately, five
white straight women.

Throughout the Oct. 4-6 Convention
held at the Bopaventure Hotel in Los
Angeles, it was clear that the 860 delegates
and the 2,000 related Convention-goers

I @ echian Tide

to the M

were focused soley on the elections race.

President Flite Smes) and Execntive
Vice President Judy Goldsmith ran uncon-
soqsad for second tzrms, so the heat of
s centered on the offices of Action
Vice President. Seeretary, and Treasurer,
With no compaigning of her own 1o do,
Smeal formed & tickst of five, and cu
paigned hard for them. Her cadre, which
was alternately called " The Team”, “The
Slate”, or “The Machine”, consisted of
Smeal, Goldsmith, Jane Wells-Schooley,
Sandra Roth, and Alice Chapman,

Testifying 1o the hard won strength of
NOW’s Lesbian Caucus, all of the candi-
dates lined up to speak to NOW’s largest
special interest group.

Encumbent treasurer, Eve Norman,
stressed her political record, detailing her
participation in the 1971 drefiing of
NOW's first lesbian resolution. Her op-
ponent, Alice Chapman, stressed her
professional accounting background.

Incumbent Secretary, Sandra Roth,
championed her record in cffice, while
Sharon Parker, & woman of color from
Washington, D.C., who later opened her
delegate address in Spanish, also spoke
on her political merit.

On she strength of theéir own merits,
Ariie Scott, incumbent Action-Vice
President, and Jane Wells-Schooley, the

el

i

v oea 3t inl, D18,
Cesch with a kistory
seromplishment in her

Speaking before the delegate bedy,
Schooley said, " Mow is the time for bold
setion and new leadership, we are at a
visis of naction! NOW must have a
nasional campaign of the size and scope of
the ERA campaign on the issues of
reproductive righis and lesbian righis. We
mnst dramaticatly increase minogity par-
ticipation in lcadership.”

In addressing the delegates, Scott de-
tailed her position, noting that a “‘platform
is something you stand on, not something
vou run on.” Scott stressed the crucial
need for NOW 1o participate in the 1980
eiections us an independent feminist force,
raiher than as an sdiunct to the Democratic
Party. Sayiog, "“We will never return (o
our closets or cost hangers,” she stressed
the need for unity and commiument o
action on shortion and lesbian nghts.

To uninfonmed delegates, the Action
VP candidates differed livle. A voesl
minority loudly applsuded every other
line of both candidates, but the large
majority of voters remained undecided.

All The President’s Women ,

As Eliz Smesl took the podium, it
hecame clear that the President herself,
not Schooley, was Scoit’s opposition,
Deparing with a gecade’s tradition, the
President came out publically and strongly
for & slate for the first tme in NOW
history. Explaining ber reasons, an im-
passiconed Smesl told the delegates, " This
{backing & siate) is the most difficult thing
T've dane for MOW. | the challenge that
lies before us is so ¢ifticult that we must
have as our leadership the strongest pos-
sible leaders. . .this group of officers is
stongest and I sesk actively for their
election. My duty is to teli you how I
feel” . g

in the hour that followed, Smeal faced
songh questions 25 the mentbership
to understand what was heppening. * Your
slate is tantamount to a cabinet, do you
think we should change the by-laws]’
“How is your siate exemplary of NOW’s
Affirmative Action commitment?” “If
there is so much friction between you and
the incumbents, how has NOW been able®
tes come so far in the last two years?”

~ In what many perceived as a stunning
abandenment of NOW's principles of
Adfirmative Action, Smea! defended her
slate saying, I believe we must go for
gualifications. For t0o long we've had
token representation in this organizaiion.”
She noted that the members of the slate
initially began as independents, and said,
“I did not go out to find peopie of all
combinations of the human race.”

in the name of running a “‘clean”
campaign, Smeal refused to be explicit
ahout the “friction in the home office”
that her state was designed to cure. Ques-
tioned by delegates as to the wuth of 2
rumor that she wanted a change in the
bylaws which restricied a president to two




Frup

e rupming for

terms, gm..ﬂl dodged.
ﬁtrc,, oW

The conuroversial g
ended as cae delegat sed Smeal,
“ian apomized and dirtressed trying to
decide whattodo. Ineed to know, canvow
work with whoever is clecwed?” Smeal
conchuded, “If that happens, 2 oungh job
wili be tougher. . .and } wiil fire. that L am
out of touch with the memberchip.”

The delegates had been issiied a chal-
lenge and they knew it. The polls opened a
hall hour later, and when they closed that
evening it was clear that, whether out of
admira&;-n, fear, gratitude or acquiescence,
ihe membershup of NGW had given their
president what she wanted, The slate was
by almost a twe thirds margin

What Price Vietory?
The election tension seemed to break
at Iast on Sunday afterncon as Arlie Scott
_smnf;d Smeal on stage w rhake a fina!l
“thard you" speech.
A nush fell over the delegnte
retiring V.P. Aslie Scott took the g
Sundav afternoon. “You are the most
coursgeous women I have ever worked
with, and I want to thenk vou for the last
ten years of support,”’ Scott said. I thank
NOW for changing my life and making it
meaningful.” As Smesal crossed the stage
and hugged Scott, the show of unity was
greeted with a standing ovation and col-
lective sigh of relief.

However, observers questionesd whether
the wounds to NOW could be healedby 2
speech which Charlotte Bunch, & Scont
campaign commitice head, calied, “A
display of loyalty to feminism, not neces-
sarily to NOW.”

The 12th Annual NOW Conference
concluded ant-climatically with the writing
of some 129 resolutions. Oaly & small
number of these were heard by the
delegates, but the body did pass a Lesbian
& Gay Rights Resolution which called for
the hiring of a full time staff person to
work on lesbian issues, the promotion of a
national campaign for leshian rights, and
the expenditure next year of $25,000 on

silifig se5si0n

gay issues.
Singie Issus¢ Future?

Late Sunday aftermnoon, & group of
lesbian and straight femunsts who cailed
themselves “Appalied Women™ {(AW)
met and discussed their frusuations. Some
said they would lesve MOW, but athers
who wanted to remain discussed the
formation of 2 Feminist Caveus within
NOW and the publication of & ‘NOW
Free Press'.

Lesbian leader Def Martin, who was
the {irst chair of NOW’s Lesbian Task
Force, bluntly stated, “NOW is no longer
a ferninist organization.” Referring to the
campaign iactics of the Smes! slate, she
charged, “NOW is trying to overpower ils
members rather than erapower them. This
is male type politjcs, an inability to struggle
with disagreement.”

Feminist historian and NOW memher
Marityn Murphy wamed, “To get the
varts: in 1920, the Suffrage Mavement sold
oue the immigrant guestion and blacks,
The women said, ‘let us vote and we'll
counter ihe voie of the foreign mmen and
Blsck men” What's happening now is —
give us the ERA st sny peice. NOW is
b soming respectable and is paying the
price of sisterhood.” ,

Referring to Smeal’s plea for gusli-
fications as first griovity, disenchanted
AW member, Harrie: Perl observed,
“IMussolini did make the wains run on
time. Hut I don’t want efficiency, | want
feminism.”

Yet others disagreed. 4 Cabifornis
deiegate commented, “I'm a feminist
Smeal's & feminist. All of us, feminist
Why must others label us plaving male
politics when we disagree?™

it is clear that the results of the 1979
MNOW elections raise serious. questions
for the organization’s future. There are no
women of color and only two open leshians
in NOW's top 27 posts (Board and
officers). All five officers are straight,
three are from a single geographic region
{Mid-Atantic), with the (op two coming
from the same state. T he topthree officers

National News

miiss criticisms iha’ it ()W is beconmg a
single issue qu,m?afmn it is feared by
many NOY delegates and observers that

MOW's new leadars Iack the expertise to
ée&i with & wide range of issues. The
Yhomogenized monolith”, as one member
deseribed it, may experience serious dif-
ficuities in reacking out 10 women of color
and in speaking credibly about affirmative
action and the organizetion’s commitraent
to & visible lesbian rights campaign.

Finaliy, the Smeal slate’s campaign
tactics may have taken their toll on com
mited NOW members. Allegations of
improprietips regarding Eve Norman's
jobs as Treasurer, and the secret playing of
& tape of 8 Board meeting whersin Aslie
Scott raised guestions gbout supporting
the March on Washington (st 2 iime when
mgjor gay groups were themselves gues-
tioning the timeliness of the March), wese
seen @ atterpts to disgredit Scott’s and
Morman's characters.

A week after the Convention feslings
s! 1l -an high. Kay Whitlock, former Chair
of NOW's Mational Lesbian Rights Com-
mitiee called Smeal’s victory “vicious
and bratel.” She summagized, “The new
siate of officers reflects and represents no
diversity of (NOW) membership. Those
dwee courageous and capable persons

who ran mdependent campaigns. . .deserve
e thanks and gravitude of feminists who
believe that diversity in our movementis a
strength and who believe in a multi-issue
feminist perspective.” | &

i her address o the delegates, Smeal
said, “Remember our determination this
weekend, and remember equality for
women and the goals of feminist phi-
losophy. We will bring them home to
Axmerics and to the world.”

NOW has s long and hard road ahead.
Observers wonder if Smeal, Goldsmith,
Schooley, Roth and Chapman can, indead,
bring NOW members home. &
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