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Lewiston woman to be recognized
by regional Franco-American group

This year’s Franco-American
recognition dinner will be held in
Maine in. honor of a Lewiston
woman whose research and writ-
ings have had a significant impact
on Franco-Americans nationwide.

Lewiston resident Madeleine Gi-
guere, a professor of Sociology at
the University of Southern Maine,
will be honored at the annual recog-
nitiondinner scheduled for Sept. 28
at the Ramada Inn, Lewiston.

“Prof. Giguere deserves to be
recognized as an advocate for the
Franco-American community at
many levels, whether before the
Census Bureau in Washington or as
a trustee of the public library in her
hometown,” stated Real Gilbert of
Manchester, N.H. in making the an-
nouncement.

Gilbert is president of Action for
Franco-Americans in the Northeast
(ActFANE), the umbrella organi-
zation covering New England and
New York State which sponsors the
Annual Franco-American recogni-
tionDinner.

“Last year, we initiated the an-
nual recognition.dinner to highlight
the exceptional contributions of
Franco-Americans working in the
public sector and to provide inspir-
ing role models for young Franco-
Americans. With Prof. Giguere, I
feel we are meeting these objec-

‘“Last year, we
initiated the annual
recognition dinner to
highlight the
exceptional
contributions of
Franco-Americans
working in the public
sector and to provide
inspiring role models
for young Franco-
Americans. With Prof.
Giguere, I feel we are
meeting these
objectives
magnificently.”

—Real Gilbert

tives magnificently,” he added.

Last year, the honoree was for-
mer Congressman Norman D’Am-
ours of New Hampshire.

The testimonial dinner, sched-
uled for noon, will feature promi-
nent speakers and musical enter-
tainment by Maine folk singer

" Josee Vachon. The event will also

Prof. Madeleine Giguere

serve as a fundraiser to establish a
program of research scholarships
in the area of Franco-American Of-
fice of the University of Maine.
Prof. Giguere, the daughter of the
late Dr. Eustache Giguere, the first
Franco-American of Lewiston to

become a doctor, has been involved
in her local community for many
years. She served on the Lewiston
Historical Commission and the
Board of Library Trustees. Her con-
tributions have allowed the Lewis-
ton library to develop its French
collectioninto the largest of any
public library in New England.

As a founding member of the
Centre d’Heritage Franco-Ameri-
cain in Lewiston, Prof. Giguere
made substantial contributions of
papers, archives, photos and mem-
orabilia about Lewiston’s early
French community to the Center.

Her work has been most signifi-
cant, however, as an educator and
research for the past 20 years, mak-
ing her widely respected through-
out the United States and Canada.
Probably her most important con-
tribution is her demographic re-
search on Franco-Americans and
her successful efforts to have the
U.S. Census Bureau collect and re-
port data on Franco-Americans and
other ethnic groups.

Lewiston businessman Adrien
Lamontagne is serving as chair-
man of the dinner, which is open to
the public. Tickets and information
can be obtained by contacting La-
montagne at 21 Wilson St., Lewis-
ton, telephone (207) 783-6137.
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