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POSTCARDS FROM THE FRONT
LINES

Denis Mailhot compiled a history from postcards and
letters written in Europe during World War II

DARYN SLOVER/SUN JOURNAL
Denis Mailhot of Auburn turns to a picture of his father, Wilfrid Mailhot Jr.,
while looking through albums he put together of family who fought during
World War I and World War II.

https://newspaper.sunjournal.com/html5/reader/production/default.aspx?pubname=&pubid=680aadce... 5/25/2020



Denis Mailhot of Auburn has done extensive research on Elisee Dutil, the
“uncle that I never met.”

BY STEVE SHERLOCK
SUN JOURNAL

Elisee Dutil sent postcards home to his
family in Lewiston as often as he could
during his nearly three years of service in
Europe during World War II.

Written in cursive French, the postcards
reveal the life of an American soldier on
the front lines.

Dutil saw his first action in the North

Africa campaign. His division took part in

the invasion of Sicily. He was on the

beachhead at Anzio, Italy. Once Rome

was captured, he shifted to southern France and marched toward Germany.

Dutil, who was wounded on three separate occasions and received the Purple Heart
with Gold Clusters, was fatally wounded at Zweibrucken, Germany, where Allied
troops finally smashed past the famed Siegfried Line.

He died March 18, 1945, less than two months before Germany surrendered.

His sister Leona (Dutil) Mailhot saved every postcard. She saved every photograph

and every letter. She cut out and saved every newspaper clipping. She and other
https://newspaper.sunjournal.com/html5/reader/production/default.aspx?pubname=&pubid=680aadce... 5/25/2020
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