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Discriminafion Rears Ugly Head Again

by Betsy Smith, Executive Director & Darlene Huntress, Public Poligy Director

NEWS UPDATE: This publication was on its way to the printers when we learned
that the Christian Civic League canceled its referendum effort due to lack of support.
While we’re rejoicing that the immediate threat is over, this attack 1s just one in a long
history of attacks against LGBT Mainers and our families. With an active debate on
marriage taking place in Maine and across the nation, we know this 1s not the last at-
tack. So what do we do? ..sit back and wait for the next attack or be pro-active in
winning protections for LGBT families? Our next step is to organize an even greater
presence at the polls on election day in November 2008. See back page for more in-
formation.
We were not able to edit the following article before press time.
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Evcr}' nook and cranny of Maine has heard the news by now. Michael Heath of the
Christian Civic League has begun collecting signatures for a referendum in No-
vember 2009 that would repeal every non-discrimination protection we have won for
LGBT people in Maine. If the referendum were to pass, it would also end funding for
the civil rights teams in Maine schools (which have been vital in combating harass-
ment and violence of all kinds) and would prohibit unmarried couples from adopting
jointly (which would threaten the best interest of children).

Most Mainers are inherently fair-minded, and our base of support has grown sig-
nificantly since we passed, and voters upheld, the non-discrimination law over two
years ago. But we aren’t taking any chances on Heath’s recent endeavor because this
renewed attack on LGBT Mainers and their families would turn back the clock on
civil rights, leaving thousands of individuals and families at risk.

(continued on page 5)

Volunteer Kathy Helming (L)
spoke with Old Orchard
Beach voters on June 10th.
Over 300 QOB residents
signed our pledge for equal-
ity to show support for their
LGBT family members,
Jriends, and neighbors.
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Share Your Story At OurStoriesME.org

by Mary Phillips-Sandy, Communications Coordinator

magine what could happen if every person in Maine had a chance to sit down with a
same-sex couple in a committed relationship—or a straight ally who supports a same-
sex couple—and hear their story.

Not a political debate. Not a partisan argument. Just an honest, first-hand account
of what it’s like to be in a committed same-sex relationship in Maine.

As the recent anti-gay referendum proposal has shown, some folks in our state are
still struggling with misperceptions and misunderstandings of same-sex relationships.
Perhaps they've never gotten the opportunity to see what same-sex relationships are
really about: families, friends, careers, spititual communities, kids, pets, homes, hob-
bies... and the love and commitment that keeps any couple together.

This is why EqualityMaine and Gay & Lesbian Advocates & Defenders (GLAD)
are creating a storybook called “Our Stories: Profiles of Same-Sex Couples in Maine.”
And that’s why we need you to share your story at www.outstoriesme.otg.

Perhaps you’re 1n a committed same-sex relationship. Or maybe you’re a straight
ally who has stood by friends in same-sex relationships. Maybe you’re a parent, grand-
parent, sibling or relative who has a family member in a2 committed same-sex relation-
ship. Perhaps you’re a religious leader who feels called by your faith to support same-
sex couples.

By sharing your story, youw'll help make “Our Stories” a truly diverse portrait of
relationships in Maine’s LGBT community. Please visit www.ourstoriesme.org today to
read an inspiring story from two women who have been committed to each other for
over 25 years. You can also learn more about the project and, of course, share your
own story.

You can make this project even more dynamic by spreading the word to your fam-
ily and friends, and urging them to share their stories, too. We want to hear from
Mainers from all walks of life, from each of the sixteen counties, in order to gather as
many perspectives as possible—so please pass it on.

Questions about the “Our Stories” project? DPeel free to emal us at sto-
ries@ourstoriesme.org.

David Cohan elected to Board of Directors

David Cohan was recently elected to the EqualityMaine
Foundation Board of Directors. He comes to us with a
plethora of experience in the non-profit, for-profit and pub-
lic sectors.

Currently, David is the principal of PeaksCo LLC, a
commercial real estate investment, development and con-
sulting firm. Prior to that, he was Senior Investment Officer
for CEI Capital Management LLC, an investment manage-
ment subsidiary of the Maine-based non-profit Coastal En-
terprises, Inc. David also served as City of Portland’s Waterfront Asset and Develop-
ment Manager for three years before joining CEI to help run its New Markets Tax
Credit program.

David has a deep history of working with LGBT-focused organizations and
served as past Chair of the Board of the Maine Speakout Project. He currently serves
as Vice-Chair of the Board of the North American Friends of the Israel Oceano-
graphic and Limnological Research Institute, as well as being involved in a number of
other local community-based efforts. ¢




Good Day for Equality—Bad Day for Paul Madore

by Matthe Moonen, Field Organizer

Primﬂry Day was a big success for EqualityMaine. While
many of our volunteers were at polling places from
Sanford to Bar Harbor, talking with and gathering signa-
tures from pro-equality voters, several more volunteers were

in our office in Portland working to elect pro-equality candi-

dates to the Maine State Legislature.

EqualityMaine had an interest in several competitive
primary races. In many of the races both (or in some cases
all three) of the candidates supported full equality, including
marriage, for lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender Main-
ers. In those races, our job was easy—sit back and let the
best pro-equality candidate win. In a few other races, how-
ever, we took an active role to give the pro-equality candi-
dates the best chance of winning.

The most significant of these races was the Democratic
primary in Lewiston’s Senate District 16, where pro-equality
Senator Peggy Rotundo is termed out. Two current state
representatives with excellent voting records on LGBT is-
sues, Reps. Margaret Craven and Elaine Makas, faced con-
servative activist Paul Madore.

Some of you may remember Paul Madore from Lewis-
ton in 1993, leading a highly divisive effort to overturn a
local ordinance that protected gay and lesbian residents
from discrimination. Two years later, as he continued to rail
against non-discrimination protections for LGBT Mainers, a
spokesperson for Concerned Maine Families accurately de-
scribed a group led by Madore as “engaging in politics moti-
vated by the malevolent spirit of disgust and bigotry.”

He was back again in 2005, this time with Michael
Heath and pastor Sandy Williams from Freeport, waging a
failed statewide attempt to repeal the recently passed non-
discrimination law.

BANGOR DAILY NEWS PHOTO BY ERIN FREDRICHE

Paul Madore (L) of the Maine Grassroots Coalition, and Tim Russell:
and Michael Heath (R) from the Christian Civic League, attend a
press conference the day after thev lose the veferendum campaign in
November 2005. Madore ran as a Democral in a primarv Senate race
in Lewiston this year, but the results weren’t any better for him than
they were in 2005.

There was widespread concern that in this primary race,
Reps. Craven and Makas would split the progressive vote,
allowing Madore to win (after four previous faled runs for
the legislature) with barely 40 percent of the vote.

Because we could absolutely not let that happen, Equal-
ityMaine jumped into the race. We mailed flyers, made
phone calls, and wrote letters-to-the-editor of the Leniston
Sun-Journal, all in an effort to remind
Democratic voters about Madore’s
long history of an almost singular focus
on attacking LGBT people. In total we
made 1,020 direct contacts with Lewis-
ton voters in the days leading up to the
prmary, and reached many more
through the newspaper.

In the end Madore finished a dis-
tant third behind Reps. Craven and
Makas, respectively. We once again
showed that supporting equality for
LGBT Mainers is a winning position.

Congratulations to Rep. Margaret Craven and all of the
victorious pro-equality candidates in competitive primaries:

Rep. Margaret Craven

House:  Echo Kaply-Smith, District 6
Adam Goode, District 15
Elsie Flemings, District 35
Henry Beck, District 76

Rep. Ed Finch, District 84
Jetf McCabe, District 85
Peter Stuckey, District 114
Diane Russell, District 120
Senate:  Rep. Larry Bliss, District 7

Justin Alfond, District 8

Rep. Margaret Craven, District 16
Hon. Sharon Benotit, District 21
Diane Messer, District 23

Rep. Troy Jackson, District 35

EqualityMaine Foundation would like to thank
Freedom to Marry for its recent $10,000

grant in support of our work on the freedom to

marry in Maine.




EqualityMaine at Maine Democratic State Convention

qualityMaine hosted a reception at the 2008 Maine Fay Brodell & Sue Davis
Democratic Party State Convention in Augusta. The Matthew Dubois & David Harrington
reception was generously sponsored by Blackstones, Port- Jamie Gibson & Marty Shaw
land’s oldest neighborhood gay bar and a long-time commu- Jane Gilbert & Nancy Fritz
nity supporter of LGBT issues and events. Also generously Shawn LaGrega & John Rand
supporting the reception were Host Committee members: * Dick Moll & Wallace Pinfold
Rodney Mondor & Ray Dumont
Alan Stearns
Barb Wood
Ellis Woodward

The EqualityMaine reception on Friday evening of the
Maine Democratic Party State Convention was guiite
the place to be around midnight. From left to right:
Sallie Chandler (York County Commission, prominent
member of NAACP-Portland Branch and loyal Equali-
tyMaine volunteer), Rachel Talbor-Ross (president of
NAACP-Portland Branch), Kate Knox (EqualityMaine
lobbyist), Lori Gramlich (Democratic Party organizer
and Portland School Committee member) and Betsy
Smiith (executive director of EqualityMaine).

EqualityMaine field organizer Matt Moonen (2
Jrom right) talks with Anita Talbot (prominent
member of NAACP-Portiand Branch), Woody Hig-
gins (long-time supporter of EqualityMuine) and an
unknown convention delegate.

Echo Kaply-Smith (far right), candidate for House
District #6, spent a vear inferning at EqualitvMaine
while she sought her Master’s degree in Social Work.
With her are (left to right): Brandon Maheu (vegional
field organizer for the 2005 Maine Won't Discrimi-
nate campaign), Brian Tweed (convention delegate)
and Spencer Reed (guest af the convention).




Discrimination Rears Ugly Head Again

(continued from page 1)

EqualityMaine and our coalition partners jumped into
action the moment we learned of Heath’s referendum sub-
mission to the Secretary of State. Mary Bonauto from
GLAD, Zach Heiden from MCLU, Pat Peard from Bern-
stein Shur and a handful of other lawyers provided moun-

tains of legal information to the Secretary of State on the .

laws governing the citizen initiative process. As gatekeeper
of that process, the Secretary of State must ensure that a
citizen initiative follows appropriate drafting guidelines. In
Heath’s case, with the proposed referendum question being
so misleading—what exactly does “eliminating special
rights in Maine” meanr—it could be argued that he hardly
followed any!

While the Secretary of State had ample legal justifica-
tion for rejecting the initiative outright, Maine 1s deferential
to the citizen initative process and rejecting it was simply
out of the question.

Volunteer Jim Bishop (right) from Bar Mills discusses
the Heath referendum with a voter in Saco as his wife
signs our pledge for equality.

So our next step was to ensure that appropriate draft-
ing guidelines were adhered to. We learned during this
process that the legislature recently passed a bill that
changes how a citizen initiative is drafted. In the past, the
actual referendum question appeared at the top of the peti-
tion that voters signed—for instance, “Do you support
...”. Now, the title of the actual bill that the initiative pro-
poses be passed or amended appears at the top of the peti-
tton—rfor instance, “An Actto ...”

It 1s incumbent upon the Sectetary of State to ensure
that the title of the bill on a citizen initiative petition makes
it clear to a voter what laws will be affected if the referen-
dum were to be enacted.

Would a voter possibly know what laws would be af-
fected by Mr. Heath’s original wording?

“An Act to Protect Marriage and Promote Equality.”
We succeeded in significantly improving the wording
so that voters will know what’s at stake in the proposed

referendum. This 1s the new title:

“An Act to Remove Protections Based on Sexual Orientation

Jfrom the Maine Human Rights Act, Eliminate Funding for Civil

Rights Teams in Public Schools, Prohibit Adoptions by Unmar-
ried Couples, Add a Definition of Marviage, and Declare Civil
Unions Unlawful.”

After hearing that Heath officially accepted the revision
of his initiative, we moved to plan B in preventing this ref-
erendum from making it to the polls—influencing Heath’s
ability to collect 55,000 valid signatures.

While he has collected many signatures over the past
decade, we have reasons to be optimistic that this time per-
haps he’ll fail:

e Our hard fought victories—protection from

discrimination, funding for civil rights teams,
and adoption—are part of the fabric of life in
Maine. If voters know what protections will

(continued on page 7)
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ATTORNEY AT LAW

G/L/B/T-friendly General Practice of Law
103 Brunswick Ave., Suite. #1 (Rte. 201)
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Fax (207) 582-3332 www.susanfarnsworth.com

L DuBois

SOLUTIONS FOR YOUR FUTURE

Matthew R. Dubois

Attorney at Law

Phone 207.761.7796
Fax 207.761.6946
mdubois@maine-elderlaw.com

350 Forest Avenue, Suite 205
PO. Box 3649, Portland. ME 04104

www.maine-clderlaw.com




Forum on Trans Issues
Provides Insight

by Darlene Huntress, Public Policy Director

In 2007, a number of bills were introduced in the Maine
Legislature that would have specifically affected trans-
gender people, including a bill proposed by one of the most
anti-LGBT legislators in Maine, Rep. Brian Duprey (R-
Hampden). While we were able to quietly kill the anti-trans
bill (which would have made it a crime for a person to use a
public bathroom designated for use by a gender different
than the gender the person was assigned at birth), we real-
ized we needed to plan a pro-active course for future, trans-
positive legislation.

Recognizing the unique opportunity to forge a political
community 1 Maine driven by trans-identified individuals,
we began planning a statewide forum to identify and discuss
both legislative and legal priorities for the future.

On May 6, 2008, EqualityMaine and Gay & Lesbian
Advocates and Defenders (GLAD) hosted a widely at-
tended forum for Maine’s transgender community at USM’s
Glickman Library. More than 30 trans-identified community
members and activists gathered to brainstorm and help ar-
ticulate priorities for affecting public policy on issues of
concern to the transgender commuanity in Maine.

EqualityMaine staff members Betsy Smith, Darlene
Huntress and Matt Moonen, and GLAD staff members
Jennifer Levi and Mary Bonauto listened as each participant
discussed their personal concerns and highest priority issues
as trans-identified people. From there, a broad list of cate-
gories were developed that included health care, education,
safety, legal, law enforcement, employment, and resource
and community support.

Thanks to the incredibly valuable and insightful infor-
mation provided at the meeting, EqualityMaine and GLAD
are much better equipped to begin a concerted, coordinated
and informed campaign to change public policy on trans-
related issues in Maine. We have a long road ahead of us,
beginning with the hard work of educating legislators to the
point where they not only understand trans issues, but feel
it is in the best interest of the state of Maine to provide the
necessary remedies to the various problems.

While we cannot promise success at every turn, we can
promise that addressing trans issues in the legislature, to the
best of our strategic ability, will be a priority for Equality-
Maine.

Special thanks to Jean Vermette, Dorn MacMahon,
Sarah Parker-Holmes, Suzie Bock from USM’s Sampson
Center, and the Center for Sexualities and Gender Diversity
for their help in organizing this very successful forum.

Your Family. Home!

“As a Realtor® serving the greater Cumberland and York county areas, [ am
committed to helping singles, pariners and families in the GLBT community
find a place to call home! I understand your unique needs, concems and
expectations, so whether you're a life-long Mainer, or ‘from away,’ looking
to buy or sell your first house or 15", I can help you navigate the process.
As a buyer and seller agent, I focus on education every step of the way,
helping you understand your options and outcomes so you and your chosen

family can make the best decisions. Call me today.”

Deborah A. Rutter
Associate Broker, REALTOR®

Accredited Buyer Representative (ABR)
Certified Negotiation Specialist (CNS)
Certified New Homes Specialist (CNHS)
Seniors Real Estate Council (SRES)
Member: Real Estate Buyer’s Agent Council,
EqualityMaine, Human Rights Campaign, Rainbow
Business and Professional Association

COLDWELL
BANKECR

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

53 Baxter Blvd

Portland ME 04101

Direct : 207-253-3120

Office : 207-773-1900

Fax: 207-774-1116

E-mall: deborah.rutter@nemoves.com
Web: www.nemoves.com




Discrimination Rears Ugly Head Again

(continued firom page 5)

be taken away from their families, friends and
neighbors, we believe theyll hesitate before
signing the petition.

o Heath’s previous signature collection efforts
came on the heels of a landmark victory for
LGBT people—passage of the non-
discrimination law. This time he has no
‘bogeyman’ to organize around. His support-
ers won’t be naturally mobilized by a well
publicized Matne victory for LGBT protec-
tions.

While he has until January 2009 to collect signatures—
and will likely get a healthy portion of them through his
network of churches—we believe that in order to reach
55,000 signatures, he had to collect a significant number of
them on primary day (June 10) and again on general elec-
tion day (Nov 4).

Primary Day: Our largest single-day action

Heath’s goal for primary day was to collect 15,000 sig-
natures. Knowing that primary day would be one of our
best opportunities to tell voters about the worst, most
sweeping attack on LGBT people in Maine’s history, our
goal for primary day was to minimize the number of signa-
tures he collected and build our own list of supportive vot-
ers. We did this by sitting alongside of them with our “Truth
Squads,’ telling voters the truth of what is at stake in this
referendum and giving voters a choice—sign their pefition for
discrimination Ot our pledge for equality.

This was the scene in the “war room” on primary day,
June 10th, as (L to R) Darlene Huntress (EqualitvMaine
Public Policy Director), Monique Hoeflinger (campaign
consultant and longtime EqualityMaine supporter), and
Matt Moonen (EqualitvMaine Field Organizer) talk
with volunteers at the polls to ensure our elecrion day
strategy is running smoothly.

Volunteer Chantal Nadeau (R) talks with a voter in
Sanford about Heath's referendum as he reads the
postcard we distributed that savs, “Think Before You
Sign’’ the Heath petition.

Regional polling captains from across the state began
intense volunteer recruitment in eatly May—IKay Wilkins
Hancock County, Suzanne Kelley and Rev. Mark Doty in
greater Bangor, Ray & Connie Winship in Kennebec
County, Delene Perley in Windham, and Jim Bishop and
Steve Ryan in Saco. Amy Mello from MassEquality helped
us organize Sanford. Weekly statewide conference calls pro-
vided our regional captains with support and resources.
Trainings in Bar Harbor, Bangor and Portland prepared
volunteers to reach three critical goals—educate voters that
the petition would strip basic legal protections from LGBT
Mainers and their families; ask voters to support equality for
LGBT people by signing our pledge for equality; and give
voters a “Think Before You Sign the Heath Petition” post-
card so that they could spread the word among family and
friends.

By pumary day, we had 125 volunteer shifts spread
across eight counties. We were present at 35 polling places
in 24 communities: Sanford, Wells, Biddeford, Saco, Old
Orchard Beach, Scarborough, Windham, Falmouth, Yar-
mouth, Freeport, West Bath, Rockport, Frankfort, Oakland,
Fairfield, Skowhegan, Etna, Carmel, Hermon, Eddington,
Old Town, Ellsworth, Sullivan, and Bar Harbor. Equality-
Maine’s field organizer Matt Moonen, public policy director
Darlene Huntress, and Monique Hoeflinger (former staff
member of National Gay and Lesbian Task Force and cur-
rent campaign consultant) directed the statewide operation
from EqualityMaine’s conference room in Portland. By 9:00
pm most of the tallies were complete, and during our last
statewtde conference call, we were pleased to learn that we
had identified and collected nearly 4,000 pro-equality signa-
tures, our largest single-day action ever.

(continued on page 9)




LGBT Marketing Makes Smart Business Sense

by Brian Sandbery, 1 development Director

Whilc the newspaper headlines have been dominated by

Michael Heath’s latest attempt to strip legal protec-
tons from LGBT Mainers and their families, there is an-
other news story making the headlines about the LGBT
community.

Rebecca  Goldfine authored 2 story 1n - MaineBiz
(Maine’s Business News Source) detailing EqualityMaine’s
efforts, along with Rainbow Business and Professional As-
sociation, GayMaine.org, and Greater Portland Convention
and Visitors Bureau, to highlight the contributions of the
LGBT community to Maine’s economy.

Rebecca joined EqualityMaine at a luncheon in April
where we welcomed Stephanie Blackwood, a gay and les-
bian marketing specialist from New York City, and several
key business supporters. The agenda at the luncheon: “What
can the LGBT community do to help vour business succeed
and Maine’s economy grow?”

As co-founder of Double Platinum, a full-service mar-
keting communications agency that specializes in the gay
and lesbian market, Stephanie was the right person to lead
this discussion. Double Platinum’s award-winning work has
been with several Fortune 500 clients, including Allstate,
IBM, ING, Lexus, Procter & Gamble, Pernod Ricard USA,
Nationwide and PricewaterhouseCoopers.

Stephanie detailed the compelling demographic
that drives companies to target the LGBT community,
latd out several key components to an effective LGBT mar-
keting program.

Goldfine had this to say about the luncheon:

“Last month, EqualityMaine hosted a talk in
Portland by Stephanie Blackwood, co-founder of
the New York City advertising firm Double Plati-
num, who spoke about gay and lesbian marketing
and the demographics that have impressed na-
tional companies for years.

“The gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender
community sits on $690 billion of spending
power in the United States, Blackwood says, a
number expected to grow to $835 billion by
2011. [LGBT people] also graduate from college
at a higher rate, and their median income of
$60,000 is higher than the general population’s
median income of $57,000, according to her
firm’s research.”

The full

article  1s  available ar  our

\\\\'\\'.cqualitymaine.org.

ata
and

website:

(continued on page 14)
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The business relationship account that rewards you for your business.

Business Advantage at Maine Bank & Trust offers special benefits for your combined
business balances — checking, savings, CDs and business loans — including:

* Waived set-up fees for Payroll and Merchant Services
* Free e-Banking for Business
* Online Bill Payment, and more...

Call us today to give your business the ADVANTAGE!
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- a maine bank for maine people .
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Discrimination Rears Ugly Head Again

(continued from page 7)

Elise Wilkinson (L) volunteered to tallc with voters in Saco.
Here she catches a voter in a hurrv but was still able to give
her one of our posteards encouraging people not to sign the
Heath petition.

Being at the polls on primary day, we heard first-hand
how Maine voters are simply not interested in leveling re-
newed attacks against their family members or neighbors.
Thousands of people took the time to listen to us, ask ques-
tions, voice their support, give us their contact information,
and encourage our work. It was a stunning effort, and our
regional polling captains deserve the lion’s share of credit
for organizing an action that was nearly flawless.

What’s Next?

Now we turn to election day, November 4% where we
will take advantage of this final opportunity to talk with vot-
ers about what’s at stake in this referendum. With a large

Volunteer Amy Mello talled with voters in Sanford, where
many voters signed our pledge for equality. Here a voter's
daughter waits for her father to sign our pledge.

turnout expected, we intend to triple our primary day ef-
fort—a goal of identifying 10,000 supportive voters.

To reach our goal of 10,000 voters, we will divide the
state into seven regions and will cover 122 polling, places.
We will need 7 regional coordinators, 9 Early Voting Cap-
tains, 100 Poll Captains and 600 Volunteer Shifts.

This will mark the largest single-day effort in our his-
toty, and while we believe it is well within our reach, it will
take many volunteers from across the state to pull it off. So
please make a commitment to equality today, by offering to
volunteer on election day in November.

Mark your calendar for Tuesday, November 4%, and
join us for what will be one of the most exciting election day
efforts ever. Volunteer shifts will be available throughout
the day, from 7 am to 8 pm, in every county.

Imani Nissanka volunteered to talk with voters in Biddeford.
After refusing to sign every petition at the polls this particu-
lar voter, in response to Imani’s invitation fo sign our pledge
of equality against the Heath veferendum, said “Yes, that is
one I will definitely sign.”

We are motivated by the belief that if we mnvest in the
process now, we won’t have to mnvest tenfold in a referen-
dum campaign /azer. And if we do end up in a referendum
campaign in 2009, we will have invested in building a pro-
equality voter file—the key to winning at the polls.

To learn more about volunteering on November 4%, or
to find out about other actions we have planned this sum-
mer, please contact Darlene Huntress at 207-761-3732 or
dhuntress@equalitymaine.org.
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oo FIVE COUNTY

CREDIT UNION
’ Banking Solutions You Can Trust

With Locations In
Aubum - Augusta - Bath - Falmouth - Lewiston - Portland - Rockland - Topsham - Waterville - Windham
i | 1-800-750-0959
et www.fivecounty.com ESI
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Make YOUR Pledge for Equality!

Become a Sustaining Partner

When you become a Sustaining Partner, your monthly donation helps provide steady, reliable income
for EqualityMaine to respond quickly and effectively to discrimination and move Maine towatds full equality.

$10 a month supports our campaign to genetate 15,000 constituent-signed legislative postcards on full
equality for LGBT families. '

$15 a month supports our efforts to organize 65 educational events where we show and discuss our DVD
on martiage.

$25 a month suppotts our organizing of 78 in-district legislative meetings, where constituents talk one-on-
one with their legislators about equality.

$50 a month enables us to produce educational matetials, such as fliers, brochures, and copies of our DVD
on matriage, for a wide vatiety of venues.

Become a Sustaining Partner today, and put your pledge to work for equality immediately.

L s
Sign me up as a Sustaining Partner! Please start charging my monthly contribution of:

O $10 0 $15 a $25 O $50 s

(Sustaining Pattner pledges of any amount are welcome)

Card # Exp. Date

Please direct my contribution to (check one):

___ EqualityMaine Foundation (501c3 educational arm, tax-deductible)
___ EqualityMaine (501c4 political arim, not tax-deductible)

Mail your pledge to EqualityMaine, PO Box 1951, Portland ME 04104 or fax to 207-761-3752. For more
information ot to join by phone, contact Brian Sandbetg at (207) 761-3732 ot brian@equalitymaine.otg. Thanks
for your Sustaining support!

Show Your Colors...Put Your Ad Here!

Advertise in the EqualityMaine newsletter and reach nearly 2,000 supporters across the state. Your business matters to our
members—support equality and show your commitment to our community!

$250 Full page (vertical) . ............. 7.5”w x 10”h
$150 Half page (horizontal). . . ....... 7.5 wx 4.75’h
$150 Half page (vertical) .. ........... 3.5”w x 10”h
$ 85 Quarter page (vertical). . ........ 3.5"w x 4.75"h
$ 40 Business card (horizontal). . .. .. 3.57wx2.125"h

Advertise annually (4 issues per year) and receive a 20% discount (full payment required with first publication). For more
information or to reserve a space in the next newsletter, contact Brian Sandberg at  (207) 761-3732 or
brian@equalitymaine.org,
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Members Host Elegant House Party

group of EqualityMaine members proposed, planned,
and hosted an elegant house party at a bed & breakfast
in Freeport, as a way to raise money for EqualityMaine. Suz-
annah Pogue and Sandy Jones, who own Space at 7 Maple

Hosting the mos! elegant house party to date in EqualityMaine
historv were (L 1o R): Shannon Banks, LK Gagnon, Sandy
Jones and Suzannah Pogue. If vou're interested in Suzannah
and Sandv's B&B in Freeport, vou'll find them ar
www.spaceat7maple.com.

bed & Dreakfast, and co-hosts Shannon Banks and LK
Gagnon, treated their guests to a meal of fine wines and
gourmet cutsine—all in the name of equality.

¥ ST, =
LIS T i X
— -
e im0 L i ~ g\

In attendance and clearly enjoying the party ave (L fo R): Elizabeth
Bunwell, Cindy Greathouse and Linda Borth.

Leave a Legacy of Equality

When you make or update your will, consider including
EqualityMaine Foundation in your planning. We'll carry on
your commitment to LGBT equality for years to come.

For more information on making a bequest or other
planned gift to EqualityMaine Foundation,
contact Brian Sandberg at (207) 761-3732

or brian@equalitymaine.org,

If you’ve included EqualityMaine Foundation in your will,
we’d like to know so we can say thanks.

7<

O YES! T have included EqualityMaine Foundation
n my will.

Name

Address

City, State, ZIP
Phone

Email
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=~ Touching The Hearts of
o Men
Rowe Labor Day Gay
Men s Retreat

August 20-September1

This Rowe retreat offers a bridge to gay community,
the opportunity to make new and true friends and for some,
a safe space to explore coming out. One of the countrg,s
oldest gay men's gatherings, this retreat provides
men who are gay, bisexual, or questioning

aplace of acceptance, learning, and joy.

Come enjoy early autumn in the lovely Berkshire

mountains of western Massachusetts.

Rowe Camp & Conference Center,
P Kings Highwag Road, Box 273, Rowe, MA 01367
415-339-4904 www.rowecenterorg




on course

Boats built in Maine are famous the world over for trustworthy design

and reliable performance. At Norway Savings Asset Management Group,

we craft investment management, financial advice, estate planning and trust

services with the same values of substance and straightforward integrity.

For expert financial advice and more, see ou

r informative videos under

the Asset Management Graup tab at norwaysavingsbank.com.

Norway Savings
Asset Management Group

sophisticated, not complicated

1.888.725.2207

Norway Savings Asset Management Group is a division of Norway Savings Bank offering

Investment Management, Estate and Trust Services, and Financial Advice, Investment
products are not FDIC insured, are not guaranteed by the Bank and may lose value.

Lisa M. Rideout
Senior Vice President
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LGBT Marketing Makes Smart Business Sense

(continued froni page §)

The juxtaposition between the discriminatory efforts of
Heath to tear LGBT people down and the business-related
efforts of a local coalition to market the value and worth of
LGBT people, couldn’t be more stark. On the one hand,
Heath will expend significant resources and energy to make
life more difficult and economically challenging for more
than 52,000 LGBT people living in Maine.! On the other
hand, you have a broad coalition of LGBT and allied organi-
zations working to attract top employees to Maine; to en-
sure all Maine workers and enttepreneurs are appreciated,
respected, and feel safe in their workplace; and to identify
and attract precious LGBT tourism dollars.

Whether or not Heath makes it to the ballot box in
2009 with this shockingly broad attack on LGBT people,
some damage has already been done. To the top talent in
the LGBT community who may be looking for 2 new place
to relocate with their time, talent, and dollars, or to the
LGBT family looking for a place to spend their two weeks
in July, Heath’s efforts serve as giant STOP sign on the
Maine Turnpike. He s saying loud and clear — “You are not
welcome here. Maine doesn’t need your talents, entrepre-
neurial ideas, or investment capital.”

Marjorie Love, M.S.W.
MANAGEMENT SERVICES
Jor the HUMAN SERVICES

Management Consulting

Interim/Project Management

Executive Transitions

(207) 773-6164
mgmtsves@gwi.net
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While Heath’s referendum is an attempt to strip basic
legal protections from LGBT Mainers, it’s also an attack on
Maine’s economy. Anyone concerned with Maine’s ability to
attract and retain top talent, or to attract new tourism dol-
lars, should be concerned about this latest attack on LGBT
Mainers.

Creating and protecting a welcoming community is an
important value for Mainers but, as more and more Maine
employers are learning, it is also good business. Defeating
Heath’s referendum is not just a political, soctal, and moral
issue, it is also an economic issue. We are moving toward a
day when the Chamber of Commerce will be the first or-
ganization to stand up when the LGBT community is at-
tacked.

11t is estimated that 5.2% of Maine’s adult population are lesbian, gay or
bisexual. The Williams Institute, October 2006, Same-Sex Couples and
the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual Populations: New Estimates from the Ameri-
can Community Survey, by Gary J. Gates, PhD.

Father Tom, ULC Ordained

WEDDINGS, CIVIL UNION CEREMONIES,
CUSTOMIZED RELATIONSHIP BLESSINGS

RELAX, UNWIND & ENJOY LIFE!

207-642-3828

Norma Kraus-Eule, msw,Lcsw
Individual - group - relationship therapy

25 Middle Street -
207-650-1804

Portland, Maine 04101
norma2446@mac.com




RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP OR JOIN EqQUALITYMAINE TODAY!

All EqualityMaine members receive our quatterly newsletter, regular communication through email regarding
political action and upcoming events, opportunities to volunteer, and the reward of supporting LGBT advocacy
efforts. Contributions of any amount ate counted towards membership — whether you can give $1 or $1,000,
your membership makes a difference in winning protections for LGBT people in Maine.

YES! I want to be a member of EqualityMaine! Enclosed is my contribution of:
O$35 0O$50 O$100 O$250 0O%s00 OF

Name
Address City, State, ZIP
Telephone Email
D) Please charge this to my credit card. O My check payable to EqualityMaine is enclosed.

U Sign me up as a Sustaining Partner (see page 11)! Please start charging my monthly gift of $10 / $15/$25/ $

Card # Exp. Date Name on card:

O I'd like to volunteer O I have included EqualityMaine Foundation in my will

EquaLiTYMAINE
PO Box 1951, Portland, ME 04104 + (207) 761-3732 * fax (207) 761-3752 * info@equalitymaine.org * www.equalitymaine.org

You can support EqualityMaine Foundation through payroll deduction!

MaineShare

Charitable Choices for Maine’s Future
MaineShare funds 36 statewide organizations including
EqualityMaine Foundation addressing environmental,
economic opportunity, peace and justice, cultural
diversity, the arts, and health service issues.

Enroll your workplace for the 2008 campaign online at
www.maineshare.org or contact us directly.

www.maineshare.org giving@maineshare.org
P.O. Box 2095, Augusta, ME 04338, (207) 622-0105
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Community Conversations on Equality — July 17 & July 21

We can rejoice that the immediate threat of another
anti-LGBT referendum is over, but as history has
shown—time and time again—this is just one in a long
history of attacks on LGBT Mainers. With an active de-
bate on marriage taking place in Maine and across the na-
tion, we know this is not the last attack.

So we find ourselves at a critical juncture: Do we sit
back and wait until the next attack? Or do we build on the
momentum we generated on primary day—and be pro-
active in winning protections for our familiesr

With you, we can build a pro-active campaign for full
equality. Our next step is to organize an even greater pres-
ence at the polls on election day in November 2008. On
that day, we will have an extraordinary opportunity to
continue the conversation about our lives and our families
with Maine voters.

Come learn mote about this work and our strategy to
win protections for all Maine families at one of our up-
coming Community Conversations on Equality. Mark
your calendars now to attend one of these events, which
promise to be engaging and motivating. ¢

Thursday, July 17, 6-8pm, Bangor, location TBA
Monday, July 21, 6-8pm, Portland, location TBA

Check out our website (www.equalitymaine.org) for details about location two weeks priot to the meetings.
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