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Service to God & e to Countiy

A Franco-American Memoiy
of the sovoand daughters
of
Wilfrid S. Mailfiot Sr.
and
Alphonse Dutil

ving God and Country
tﬁrougﬁout
WWI - WWII & Viet Nam Wars

A Tribute highlighting the life of PFC Eliseé A.
XIA, February 1544, in Germany

. 7

by Deacon Denis Matihol, MPS




FEATURE STORY

served in WWI, to uncles who served in WWIL, o his own
service m the US. Navy during the Victnam War.

1 decided to put them in a logical order — WW]I,
WWIL, Vietnam — and the biggest piece of it was Elisée.”
he says. “Almost that entirc sccond book was Elisée.”

The photos and postcards, many written in cursive French,
paint a picture of scrvice, sacrifice, and faith. In a postcard
10 his parents shortly before he shipped overseas in January
1943, Eliséc writes, “God, he had hardship, so why do we
think we would not have a little hardship [100]?"

Eliséc was sworn into the U.S. Army on Junc 9, 1942,
atage 22. Born November 24, 1919, he attended St. Peter
School in Lewiston and then Lewiston High School. He
was active at Saints Pcter & Paul Parish (now part of
Prince of Peace Parish), singing in the choir and with a
male choral socicty. He also belonged to two fraternal
organizations: the Soci¢té des Délenscurs du Saint Nom
de Jésus (Society for the Defenders of the Holy Name of
Jesus) and the Cadets of the Catholic Order of Foresters.

“He was involved in his faith. He never missed Mass

% ever. Il there was a chaplain doing a Mass during the war,
¥ ) - . ho wac thave Fm core ™ cane Naaran Maillias
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FROM A WWII FOXHOLE

“A little metal crucifix as plain as it can be, but only
God in heaven knows how dear it is to me.”

So begins a poem penned by a soldier more than
75 years ago, a sign of the faith he carried with
him from the neighborhoods of Lewiston to the
battlefields of WWiII.

“I have it always with me, in every step 1 take, at evening when
1 slumber, at morning when 1 awake,” the poem continues.

Entitled “The Crucifix,” the poem was written by Private First
Class Elisée Dutil on the beachhead of Anzio-Nettuno, lialy, in
1944, It is one of many treasures preserved
by his nephew Deacon Denis Mailhot, who
serves at Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish
in Auburn.

“I decided to take on this project because,
for years, my mother and my aunts on the
Mailhot side had meticulously kept all these
pictures and postcards and photos and
newspaper clippings,” he says. “Once 1 saw
all this, 1said, ‘I have to put it together. I have
to do this right™

Deacon Mailhot began organizing the
collection in 2019, but when the coronavirus
struck, it gave him the time he needed to
immerse himself in the project. The result
was (wo large binders full of mementos and ,
messages capturing his familys history of |
military service, from a great uncle who
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served in WWI, to uncles who served in WWII, 1o his own
service in the US. Navy during the Vietnam War.

“I decided to put them in a logical order — WWI,
WWII, Vietham — and the biggest piece of it was Elisée,”
he says. “Almost that entire second book was Elisée.”

The photos and postcards, many written in cursive French,
paint a picture of service, sacrifice, and faith. In a postcard
to his parents shortly before he shipped overseas in January
1943, Elisée writes, “God, he had hardship, so why do we
think we would not have a little hardship {to00]?"

Elisee was sworn into the US. Army on June 9, 1942,
at age 22. Born November 24, 1919, he attended St. Peter

! School in Lewiston and then Lewiston High School. He
was active at Saints Peter & Paul Parish (now part of
Prince of Peace Parish), singing in the choir and with a
male choral society. He also belonged to two fraternal
organizations: the Société des Défenseurs du Saint Nom
de Jésus (Society for the Defenders of the Holy Name of
Jesus) and the Cadets of the Catholic Order of Foresters.

“He was involved in his faith. He never missed Mass
ever. If there was a chaplain doing a Mass during the war,
he was there, I'm sure,” says Deacon Mailhot.

Elisée was a member of the 7th Infantry Regiment of the 3rd
Infantry Division, one of the few divisions to fight in North
Africa, Sicily, lialy, France, and Germany during the war. During
the invasion of Sicily, Elisée was injured in the leg, for which he
was awarded the Purple Heart. He then fought at Anzio-Nettuno,
a battle critical in the liberation of Rome. 1t was there, in a
foxhole, that he began writing “The Crucifix.” Elisée dedicated
the poem to hts brothers in arms, urging them to also keep
Christ close o their hearts.

The poem’s dedication reads, “Please soldiers, don’t forget to
say every day and night, ‘My Good Lord, | offer Thee this day, or
night, all I shall do or think or say, uniting it with what was done
on earth by Jesus Christ, Thy Son.”

“Elisée writes ‘The Crucifix,’ gives it to his men, so they will
keep their Catholic faith, their Christian faith, strong in the worst
situation that any human being could ever be put in,” says Deacon
Mailhot. “There is no selfishness in
that. He' trying to evangelize his
men, the men in the foxholes in
1944. He is writing this dedication
hoping they'll remember their faith.
He was concerned that if something
happened to them, that they would
go to heaven.”
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It was at Anzio-Nettuno that Elisée was wounded again,
this time more seriously. He was evacuated to a hospital in
North Africa where, his faith unshaken, he completed the
poem. A faded, typed copy states: “I started in my foxhole
and I finished in the hospital.”

“These pages are what
he typed on a typewriter
during the war,” Deacon
Mailhot says, pointing
to pages in the binder.
“It is my hope and
prayer that copies of
Elisée's prayer found
their way into the hands
of all the soldiers ‘in
the foxholes’ he served
with, especially those
who passed away into
the loving and eternal
embrace of God.”

Elisée rejoined the
3rd Infantry Division in
France, as it began the
push toward Germany's
Siegfried Line. He would not, however, live to see the end of
the war. He was killed in action near Zweibriicken, Germany,
on March 18, 1945, less than two months before Germany
surrendered.

“He paid a great price that we as a free people might
continue to enjoy all those things that make life worth living.
By that, he showed his intense love for us: ‘Greater love than

BEC Elisée Dutil with his parents,
“ siblings, and sister-in-law

this no man hath, that a man lay down his life for his friends.

Not only our nation but our very civilization is deeply
indebted to him,” Lt. Col. Ralph J. Smith, a division chaplain,
wrote to Elisée’s father.

“These guys were the greatest generation. The only
reason, [ believe, that the United States of America is still
here today is that generation,” says Deacon Mailhot. “They
sacrificed their lives.”

Just weeks belore his own death, Elisée received word that
his mother had passed away. Deacon Mailhot says the family
often said she went to get her son to end his suffering.

Originally buried in a cemetery in France, Elisée’s father
paid to have his son’s body returned home. He is now buried
in the family plot at St. Peter’s Cemetery in Lewiston. It is not
known whether his crucifix lies with him.

Although Elisée died before Deacon Mailhot was born, he
says his uncle’s faith and poem were inspirations to him as he

discerned his vocation to the permanent diaconate.

“Elisée truly imitated Christ throughout much of

his too brief life,” he says.

Elisée’s poem also inspired others beyond the
battlefields. Father Mitchell Koprowski, a chaplain
who told Deacon Mailhot he was with Elisee at
Anzio-Nettuno when he wrote the poem, later shared
it with Carmelite Nuns in North Dakota.

My Crucifix | By PFC Elisée A. Dutil

And looking at the figure,
Which hung in patience there,
| saw the dreadful torture
Which He and love did bear.

A little metal crucifix,
As plain as it can be,
But only God in Heaven knows
How dear it is to me.

His feet are nailed together.

His loving arms outspread.

And blood is dripping slowly down
From His thorn-crowned Head.

| have it always with me,
In every step | take,

In evening when | slumber,
In morning when | awake.

And how then couid | murmur,
Or bitterly complain,

When love for me induced Him
To undergo such pain?

In bright or cloudy weather,
In sunshine or in rain,

In happiness or in sorrow,
In pleasure or in pain.

So when the time approaches
That | shall have to die,

| hope that little crucifix

Will close beside me lie;

It helps me in my struggles.
It reproves me when | sin.
Its look of gentle patience
Rebukes the strife within.

That the Holy Name of Jesus
May be the last that | shall say,
And kissing that dear crucifix
My soul may pass away.

In days of pain and anguish,
The greatest help | knew
Was to hold the little crucifix
Until | calmer grew.

Dedication
For the Men in the Foxholes

“Men, please don’t forget, read this prayer every moment of the
day, and also don’t forget to say your Act of Contrition perfect,
every day and night. Say also, soldiers, five times, Our Father, Hail
Mary, and a Glory Be, etc. for the Holy Father and the Church.

Please soldiers don'’t forget to say every day and night, ‘My
Good Lord, | offer Thee this day, or night, all | shall do or think
or say, uniting it with what was done on earth by Jesus Christ
Thy Son.’ | wish you soldiers the best of luck and pray God will
bless and protect you always.”

“The sisters thought it was so wonderful that they took that prayer
and made a prayer card. They distributed that in the religious order
for decades,” says Deacon Mailhot.

As we mark the 75th anniversary of the end of WWII, Deacon
Mailhot says he hopes Elisée’s story leads readers to reflect upon the
sacrifices made by so many, who put others before themselves.

“It was my hope that PFC Elisée A. Dutil's prayer serves to
inspire all of us that we are never alone, even during the COVID-19
pandemic, so that we may unite as one community, one state, and one
nation under God," he says.

Deacon Mailhot says the Franco-American Collection at the
University of Southern Maine plans to digitize and preserve the
material he put together. He expressed gratitude to Doris Belisle-
Bonneau, a board member of the collection, and to students in Seth
Goodwin's French class at Edward Little High School in Auburn for
helping to translate some of the articles and postcards from French
into English. u
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Oral interview for Denis Mailhot

Name: Denis Wilfrid Mailhot
Age: 71
Place of Birth: Lewiston, Maine, St. Mary’s General Hospital

Name of father: Wilfrid Seriasse Noel Mailhot

His date of birth: December 24, 1912 ‘Noel’ (we’d always celebrate his birthday Christmas
eve)

Where he was born: Lewiston, Maine

Was the father the first generation in the US? No

Name of Mother: Leona Alice (Dutil) Mailhot

Her date of birth: September 15, 1912

Where she was born: Lewiston, Maine

Was the mother the first generation in the US? Yes

Is there a family tree and if so may we have copy? Yes

Personal

Where did you grow up? My parents, older sister, Sue and [ lived at my grandfather Dutil
eight unit newly constructed apartment building on 141 Bartlett Street, until I was 3 years old
and then we moved when my parents purchased a 2 unit apartment building on 29 Tampa
Street, both in Lewiston, Maine

Was it French —speaking community? Yes
Did your parents speak French? Yes

What was it like growing up in that context? | attended Catholic school from kindergarten
through high school; St. Peter’s School and St. Dominic High School. In Catholic school,
French class was a required during all 12 years in school. My parents spoke French at home
and expected the children to also speak French. All the neighborhood families were French and
French speaking. Although I did not apprectate it at the time, speaking French became a
blessing when 1 began my banking career of 38 years as | became to ‘go-to’ person for bank
tellers and loan officers when a French speaking customer arrived or called from Canada as
most employees by then did not speak French, which I believe was because the language was
not spoken at home.

What was your family life like? Family life had many highs and lows. My father worked at
the Pepperell Mill on Lisbon Street all his working life until retirement. His weekly pay
provided for only the bare necessities. The upstairs unit apartment house on Tampa Street
provided the rent money for the mortgage, taxes, and household expenses.
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My father served in Europe during WWII. He worked in Paris with the military post office.
Upon returning home with his postal experience, he applied on several occasions for
employment at the Lewiston Post Office and was not offered a position. He finally came to
realization that positions were being offered to men returning from the war who had ‘political
family connections’ in order to gain employment. This negative and ‘deceitful, dishonest and
devious’ experience as my father rightfully labeled it, was never forgotten by my father his
entire life because his Mailhot family was not prominent enough to have the “political
connections,” especially when he’d later discover that many men were being hired who had not
served in the military at all during WWIL.

My mother was able to stay home while the 3 children were growing up until the 3 of us
were all in school at St. Peter’s. She then became a 3" grade teacher at St. Peter’s school which
was perfect as we’d all leave together every day walking that 1 mile back and forth to school
from Tampa Street to Blake Street. We’d also all have the summer off with my mother at
home. My mother took care of the household, even when working at the school. She did all 3
daily meals, prepared the school lunches, cleaned the house, washed the laundry, mended the
clothes, paid the bills, collected the upstairs rent (and ironed, something lost in today’s society).
She did all of this while taking care of her older parents, walking back and forth to Bartlett
Street sometimes daily as they became more and more elderly.

Relationship to grandparents, parents, siblings? My relationships with my parents were
typical of Franco-Catholic families at that time. I was too young to ever know my father’s
parents, Wilfrid Mailhot Sr. and Suzanne (Doucette-her maiden name). I only recall them as a
small 4-year old.

My grandmother Mailhot died at a young age, in her mid-fifties, probable due to having
10 children (2 died at birth), and raising eight as a stay at home mom on Bartlett Street doing
100% of the household work 24/7. I recall the stories that in those days, mothers would walk to
the local market on Walnut and Pine streets once or twice a day to make the meals. She’d even
make the meals for all her grown children as they departed for the shoe shops and mills early
each morning. | also found it interesting that adult working children would turn over their
weekly pay checks to their mothers and receive a small weekly stipend to spend for the week.
That was the way Franco-families could provide for their families with mothers remaining at
home.

My grandmother Dutil had a very similar life and experiences, raising a large family at
home with her husband gone all day running a very large Bobbin Factory that supplied the
bobbins to all the local shoe shops and mills. In fact, she once became so overwhelmed that she
was had a nervous break-down and was temporarily institutionalized. She also died in her mid-
fifties.

Grandfathers were a different story. My grandfather Mailhot was a laborer at the
Lewiston Public Works as well as a Lewiston fireman. I heard many stories about him while
growing up, especially since he was a small man, only about 5 feet tall and slim, would be the
one who climb down a ladder into the storm drains and fill be buckets with ‘stuff’ that was
lifted up. Quite different from today’s industrial vacuum trucks.
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Grandfather Dutil was a very successful businessman. After completing the 8" grade in
Canada, he was sent to live with his older brother in Vermont, then with his brother in New
Hampshire, finally moving to Lewiston. With a Mr. Cloutier (father of Dr. Wilfred Cloutier
who was the primary surgeon at St. Mary’s Hospital for several decades), he started a Bobbin
Factory that was so successful that he retired at the age of 55 and built a 8 unit apartment
building on Bartlett Street when he resided until his death at the age of 99% years old.

Like my mother who passed at the age of 97, he never lost his sharp mind and
knowledge. In fact, when he was at St. Mary’s Nursing home near his death, he told me, “you
know grandson, I’m really 100 years old as I was in my mother’s womb for 9 months.” In his
nineties, he’d talk with me about sports, his working days and even the Viet-Nam war, which
he’d say was all about oil reserves in the area, which I believe he was right-on.

Relationship with siblings. My sister Suzanne died at 50 years old after a long illness
fighting depression. She always kept to herself growing up at home. She married, had 3
children and divorced with the 3 children being young. I spent many hours helping my mother
helping my sister as she had a very difficult time raising 3 young children as a single mom. I’d
often drive my mother to Bangor, where Sue lived, every weekend to help my sister with
chores. I do regret that I did not talk with my sister more often to learn more about her illness,
which I suspect I finally understood after she passed.

My brother, Claude and I were close and remain close today. He was my younger
brother by about 6 years and [ was the big brother who took care of him to free up my mother,
especially during the summer.

Educational
What is your educational history?
» Loyola University of New Orleans, Loyola Institute for Ministry Extension
Program, Master’s Degree in Pastoral Ministry, 1999.
» University of Oklahoma, American Banking Association National Compliance
School, 1989.
» University of Wisconsin, Bank Administration Institute, Graduate School of
Banking, 1987.
» University of Maine Augusta, Bachelor Degree in Business Administration, 1985.
» Andover Institute of Business, Portland, Maine, associate degree in computer
science, 1970.
» St. Dominic's Regional High School, 1966.
» SS Peter & Paul School, 1954-1962

Where did you go to school as a child? SS Peter & Paul, Bates Street, Lewiston
What about middle school? SS Peter & Paul, Bates Street, Lewiston

High school? St. Dominic High School, Bartlett St., Lewiston
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{In Catholic schools back in my school days, we stayed with the same classmates throughout
Grades K-12} forming life-long bonding with many classmates, even to this day.

Professional history

What did you decide to do after high school?

I had no plans on what to do after high school not being motivated during that time. In fact,
since I had not achieved grades that were needed to go onto college, I was told by the school
counselor to ‘go work in the shoe shops or mills like many of my Franco counterparts.’ I later
concluded that even in 1966, if you were from a poor Franco family, menial work in shoe shops
and mills were the best options, especially being French and poor. My first job after high
school was in a shoe shop called ‘Arno Mocassin.” [ was a tack-puller. The environment was
extremely face-paced, dirty, dusty, and very hot. You worked hard, no breaks, only 30 minutes
for lunch, were treated with little-to-no respect by the non-French owners and foremen, and
arrived home exhausted. Although I excelled pulling tacks, I lasted only 2% days, handing my
tac-puller tool to the foreman, walking out after Wednesday lunch saying to him; “here, if you
can do a better job, go right ahead.” There had to be more to life than working in such
deplorable conditions, I thought to myself?

I later was employed at a shoe box making factory on Commercial Street in Lewiston that
provided the boxes for most shoe shops in Maine. [ was in shipping and receiving and began to
excel in that position until I was drafted in 1969 during the Viet Nam War, which proved to be a
blessing in disguised as I would develop skills and confidence in my abilities to succeed after
my four year discharge from the US Navy.

What influenced you to do that?

My time in the Navy proved pivotal in what [ was to accomplish during my life. I succeeded in
Navy schools, received many commendations for outstanding work and work ethic from my
superiors. It was in the Navy that | realized a self-awareness that I possessed a natural ability
and skills for administrative, organizational and management that would later translate in an
outstanding 37 year career in the financial services and banking industry. It was also in the
Navy that my passion for Social Justice began to develop. At the end of my enlistment, I
entered college at the University of Maine-August for earning a business degree (which took 11
years of night school to complete while working full time at the bank).

Describe your education
What were challenges? My K-12 schooling in Catholic Schools provided excellent

educational opportunities, however, student help from teachers and counselors were lacking,
especially if you were not in the top student category and also played sports and/or heavily
involved in other activities.






Deacon Denis W. Mailhot, MPS
‘Service to God & Service to Country’

Introduction

I wish to say ‘merci,’ thank you and acknowledge the contributions of the
individuals for their help and able assistance during the preparation of
this historical military journey, a snapshot in our Franco American
families who shared, and continue to share love of God and the love of
country.

Seth Goodwin, French teacher at Edward Little High School in Auburn.
Seth solicited the assistance of his French IV Group of seniors in
translating several documents written during WWII from French to
English. The assignment Seth gave his students provided an historical
perspective of what happened to many young men similar in age back in
the 1940’s who found themselves graduating from high school one sunny
summer day in May and coming under enemy fire in WWII a few weeks
later in Furope.

French translations, written in flowing ‘Cursive’ handwriting, was also
accomplished with the assistance of the “French-Canadian Descendants
Group” as well as Doris Bonneau who provided excellent ‘decoding’ skills
and mastery of the French language written in ‘long-hand Cursive
handwriting.’

As I mention in the opening paragraphs that follow, it was time during
the COVID-19 Pandemic to begin this project. So what was actually
behind my encouragement to begin? I discovered an awesome 2014
Franco-American Memoir, “We Were Not Spoiled,” authored by Lucille
Verreault Ledoux and her son, Denis Ledoux. Inside the front cover was
the autograph of Denis Ledoux with an inscription that read, “I hope
you write your stories.” How could I vesist such a direct invitation?

As I read the book, it was a mirror of the lives of my mother and father,
aunts and uncles et mes grands-péves et grands-méves, les Dutil et
Mailhot, large families primarily working in mills and shoe shops, with
their roots as immigrants from Canada, (iving ‘downtown’ in 8 units
apartment houses on Blake, Bartlett, Pierce, Walnut, Howe.



A majority of these Franco-American families attended Catholic Schools
in Lewiston (and Auburn) with the Dominican Sisters, Sisters of St.
Joseph and Brothers of the Sacred Heart (as I did), as active parishioners
St. Peter & Paul Church (now a basilica). It was also my Franco-
American story as a baby-boomer born in 1948. My ‘call to arms’ to
document the military history of the Dutil and Mailhot families was on
page 138 in “We Were Not Spoiled’ with Lucille’s remark, “While we could
see that the war was winding down, it was far from being over.” “Every
Time the newspaper came out, it seemed there was a picture of another
local man who had been killed.” Wow!

As I looked at the treasure of photos, postcards, and memorabilia that I
had accumulated for years from my parents and aunts, the photo of PFC
Eliseé A. Dutil, my mother Leona’s baby brother, killed-in-action in
Germany in 1944 was the impetus to move forward with this long
delayed project. It was now time to become acquainted with the uncle
that I'd mever met. We would now share our stories on the 75%
Anniversary of the End of WWII—less we forget.

Merci Lucille and Denis, Seth and Dovris, ELHS French students and
others for assisting with my journey through WWI, WWII and Viet
Nam, never to forget the Dutil and Mailhot families who understood the
true meaning of “Service to God & Service to Country”

AL
r

Diacre Denis Mailhot, MPS
July 8, 2020



Deacon Denis W. Mailhot, MPS
‘Service to God & Service to Country’

75" Anniversary of World War II

On June 6, 1944, more than 160,000 Allied troops landed along a 50-mile
stretch of heavily-fortified French coastline, to fight Nazi Germany on the
beaches of Normandy, France. Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower called the
operation a crusade in which, “we will accept nothing less than full victory.”
More than 5,000 Ships and 13,000 aircraft supported the D-Day invasion,
and by day’s end, the Allies gained a foot-hold in Continental Europe. The
cost in lives on D-Day was high. More than 9,000 Allied Soldiers were
killed or wounded, but their sacrifice allowed more than 100,000 Soldiers to
begin the slow, hard slog across Europe, to defeat Adolf Hitler’s crack
troops.

September 2, 2020 marked the 75th Commemoration of the end of
World War II; a war that took the lives of over 405,000 U.S. military
personnel, including Catholic priests, Protestant ministers and Jewish rabbis
who served as Chaplains as well as the many clergy who perished in
concentration camps.

The “Mighty Mo,” which now rests on the hallowed waters of Pearl
Harbor, is a reminder of those who gave the ultimate sacrifice in restoring
peace to the world, and a somber reminder of men and women who served,
died and those who never returned home, listed in history as ‘MIA.’

As a veteran who served in the U.S. Navy during the Viet Nam War
era, I’d been putting off a project for years to assemble an historical outline
of my grandfathers, Wilfrid S. Mailhot Sr. and Alphonse Dutil, whose sons
served during WWII as well as other family veterans from WWI, WWII and
Viet Nam.

I’m forever grateful to my dear mother, Leona (Dutil) Mailhot, who
had set aside a bounty of military documents as well as Sun Journal
clippings and photos of family veterans such as my dad, Wilfrid Mailhot, Jr.
as well as her brothers Raymond Dutil, and Eliseé Dutil who was killed in
action in 1944. Many original military documents were carefully archived by
both Mailhot and Dutil families, especially by my aunt Solange ‘Sally’
Mailhot documenting her brothers, Wilfrid Jr., Donat and Albert Mailhot,
who served in WWII. Families were also rewarded with dozens of WWII
photos taken in Europe during wartime, especially my father’s abundance of
photos, each with written captions, during his time in Paris, France from
mid-1944 to late 1946.



I began to organize this treasure of information in early 2019. However,
beginning in February 2020, faced with the onset of the coronavirus
pandemic, with social distancing, closing of churches, limited access to
stores, shops, unable to visit my children and grandchildren, and the “stay-
at-home” directives, it was now the right time to complete the history of the
Mailhot and Dutil sons and daughters called to serve their country.

Stories and photos, along with family memories, began to take shape
in two large binders that would preserve the family history of several wars,
allowing my children and grandchildren to appreciate the lives and sacrifices
of their Franco-American ancestors now 75 years of distant memories.

Memoires

Taking this walk through the history of my father and mother, grandfathers
and grandmothers, uncles and aunts, provided the inspiration and motivation
to also share my story of how I was called to serve during Viet Nam and
how that event led me to answer the Lord’s call to a religious vocation,
receiving the Sacrament of Holy Orders as an ordained Deacon in the
Roman Catholic Diocese of Portland on September 29, 2001.

The memoirs that follow are being shared for the first time. I hope,
that like me, readers will come to appreciate the sacrifices that were made by
so many Lewiston-Auburn Franco families, not only in my home town of
Lewiston, Maine, but by all families whose fathers and mothers,
grandfathers and grandmothers, sons and daughters served in times of war,
away from home often for several years, wounded, killed or listed as MIA.

Biography & Chronicles

I was born on December 13, 1948 in Lewiston, Maine, receiving the
Sacraments of Baptism, 1¥ Communion, Confirmation and Marriage at SS
Peter & Paul Parish (Basilica), my home parish. I’'m blessed to have been
baptized on December 25", a celebration I share with Jesus each Christmas
Day. Leaving SS Peter & Paul after walking down the aisle with Jeanne M.
Turgeon, the love of my life, now for 44 wonderful years and counting, we
moved and purchased a home in Auburn.

We registered at nearby Sacred Heart Church, where we remain
actively involved in parish life. We’ve been blessed with three wonderful
children, Renee, Nicole and Joseph, along with 13 beautiful grandchildren,
our joie de vie!



I received my schooling and 12 years of Catholic religious instruction at St.
Peter’s School and St. Dominic High School. I am indebted to my teachers,
the Brothers of the Sacred Heart and Dominican Sisters whom I’ve admired
and respected.

It was during these formative years that my Catholic foundation was
nurtured. One of my fondness memories were the years with the school’s
boys’ choir, ‘Les Petit Chanteurs de Lewiston,” under the direction of
Brother Norbert and renowned Canadian organist Mr. Bernard Piché. The
magnificent organ at SS Peters & Paul’s upper church, and the English,
French and Latin songs we sang during Lent, Easter and Advent seasons,
especially at the Christmas Midnight Mass in the upper church with 2,500+
plus worshippers, contributed to my love of the liturgy, the Holy Eucharist
and Catholic Church, nurturing a beginning and desire to serve others.

My faith continued to grow during my time serving in the U.S. Navy,
often with challenges of attending Mass with conflicting work schedules. In
my final year in the Navy, I consider myself quite fortunate to have served
as Chaplain’s Yeoman aboard an aircraft carrier. I managed the Chaplain
Office, assisting two Navy Captains; Catholic priest and Protestant minister.
I was in effect a ‘lay pastoral associate,’ responsible for staff assignments,
scheduling and administration, along with daily preparations for the daily
protestant service and Catholic Mass.

Banking Career

After retuming home from the Navy in 1972 to begin evening classes at the
University of Maine-Augusta Campus, | began a 37 year banking career at
Fleet Bank of Maine, beginning at Northeast Bank of Lewiston/Auburn
(formerly Northeast Bancshares Association). During that time, I held
positions of Senior Vice President and Community Reinvestment Act
Officer for the Maine and New Hampshire Northern New England Regions
as well as AVP Internal Auditor, VP Compliance Officer and VP Operations
Center Manager. Later at Community Credit Union, [ assisted with Facility
and Security matters and managed the Collection Department.

I retired from banking as Mortgage Loan Workout Officer at
Mechanics Savings Bank, and Maine Family Credit Union as Collection
Manager, all excellent community banks.

My career in the financial service industry focused on collaboration
with Maine and New Hampshire regional and statewide social service and
housing agencies, community action committees, minority organizations
such as the NAACP and Native Americans.



Teamwork, cooperation and relationships developed into fulfilling work
with community and economic development government entities, assisting
low-income individuals, families and non-profits in achieving affordable
housing, social and economic justice, with the goal of helping people and
groups become self-sufficient.

I’m humbled to have been recognized by several organizations during
my career;

% U.S. Small Business Administration’s “1996 Maine Minority Small
Business Advocate of the Year,”

% Maine Bar Foundation’s “Governor’s Special Recognition Award for
leadership in establishing Maine's Interest on Lawyer’s Trust
Accounts (IOLTA) Program,”

=+ City of Portland’s “Key to the City” recipient,

% Portland NAACP Chapter’s “1997 Martin Luther King Jr. Award in
recognition of personal support of the black community and
promotion of equal opportunity in Maine,” and

# Native American initiatives by providing loans and assistance with
housing, economic development and financial training workshops in
Maine and New Hampshire.

Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish (Sacred Heart Church)

Serving as the Immaculate Heart of Mary’s Parish Social Ministry and
Outreach Coordinator, [ facilitated helping families with food insecurity,
housing and fuel assistance, a natural extension and continuation of my work
during my banking career, especially helping others to discover Christ in
their lives, surely the most important asEect I bring to ministry, amplified
during the years I served as a volunteer 9'" grade religious education teacher.

My ‘life’ experiences formed a mindset to live a life of holiness,
centered in the love of God, Jesus and Mary, with the Holy Eucharist as my
foundation, always sensitive in everything asked of me, answering the
Lord’s call to “who is my neighbor.”

Over the years, past parish involvement included; 9th grade Catechist,
Finance Council member, RENEW Core Team Leader, Chair, Parish
Council and Worship & Spirituality Committee, and serving on Family,
Church Life and Religious Education Commissions.

Current parish responsibilities include; Homebound/Shut-ins,
Healthcare Institutions coordinator, Parish Social Ministry & Outreach
Program Director, Pastoral Council and member of Knight of Columbus, 4"
Degree Andy Valley Chapter #2173 and 3™ Degree member of Auburn
Council #8742.



Roman Catholic Diocese of Portland, Maine

Past work in the diocese included serving on the Forum for Public
Reasoning, Communications and Guest House Planning Committees,
Steering Committee for Small Christian Communities (RENEW), and
Diocesan Pastoral Council, as vice chair.

Current involvement includes on-call assignments as Catholic
Hospital Chaplain, Bishop EMCEE and Sunday Celebrations in the Absence
of a Priest as well as a member of the Diocese Deacon Advisory Board. I
participate with Domestic Violence & Abuse and Respect Life initiatives
and the Maine Right to Life Committee.

As I reflected on my past and looked to the future, my parish and
Diocese involvement, banking career, community development efforts and
civic activities as well as the demands of raising a family, all contributed in
preparing me for something special—God’s gift of a religious vocation
serving as an ordained Permanent Deacon in the Roman Catholic Diocese of
Portland, a ministry of service and charity centered in the Lord’s call to
serve, and not to be served, and with that, everything I’d do would flow from
God’s love.

Viet Nam — Ordination

Pretty bizarre listing ‘Viet Nam’ and ‘ordination’ on the same line, however,
there was a very specific connection and path that led me to answer the
Lord’s call to a religious vocation, a call that was present early during high
school, a call to a religious vocation.

Friends and family don’t know that I once spent part of a summer
during high school in 1965 at the Brothers of the Sacred Heart Religious
Center in Pascoag Rhode Island disceming a vocation as a religious brother.

I would have loved to teach in Catholic schools, wearing the order’s
long black cassock and large Crucifix. Unfortunately, when I discovered that
the African continent could be a likely teaching assignment for decades; I
met with the Religious Superior and hopped on a Greyhound Bus back home
to finish high school at St. Dom’s in 1966. For a teen that hadn’t been out of
Maine, Africa seemed a scary place and way too far away from Maine.

After working in an Auburn shoe factory for 2'2 days and a box
making factory in Lewiston for a couple a years, | received a letter from
President M. Richard Nixon on July 1969, informing me that I had been
selected “drafted” into military service, ordered to report to Portland Maine
for a physical, and to U.S. Army for basic training, all of this happening in
30 days.



Well, I wasn’t going to run to Canada, although my French-Canadian roots
would have served me well. [ had friends and classmates already serving in
Viet Nam and the call to serve my country, although during a difficult and
seemingly endless and meaningless war, I choose to honor the call to duty
and serve as my Mailhot and Dutil relatives had done.

Of course, | passed my physical with flying colors. I ran around
Lewiston/Auburn seeking other military branches to enlist, thus avoiding the
Monopoly Game’s ‘do not pass go, go directly to Viet Nam,’ card.

I thought about joining the Marines, ‘not a good fit for me.” The
National Guard’s, ‘2-year enlistment waiting period put a stop to that
option.” Next, the Air Force, again, a 2-year enlistment waiting period.’
Running out of time I chanced upon the U.S. Navy recruiting office.

The Navy recruiter indicated that he was interested; however, a 2-year
enlistment waiting time was also the norm. Yikes! But wait, said the Navy
recruiter, if [ would agree to sign a 6-year enlistment contract, I could enlist
right away. “Six years away from home or Viet Nam?” [ said to the
recruiter, I’ll be back in 30 minutes and walked up the street to SS Peter &
Paul church (now our basilica), kneeling before the Blessed Sacrament
asking for help.

Returning to the recruitment office, I said, “Yes Sir” accepting the six
year offer, signed the contract on August 12, 1969, and off I went the
following week to Great Lakes Illinois for Navy Boot Camp. [ spent 16
weeks of Navy boot camp training, and attending Mass on weekends as best
as [ could.

During the first week, aptitude tests were administered to all recruits.
At the conclusion of training, I was called to the office to learn about my test
results, my knees knocking and my heart beating way too fast. The
interviewer indicated that I had received a real high grade of 137; however, a
minimum grade of 140 was needed to enter a 2-year school for training as a
communication technician (the reason why a 6-year enlistment had been
required versus a 4-year commitment).

The interviewer mentioned that it might be difficult if I’d start the
classes and then find out mid-stream that it would be too difficult to
complete. | immediately said, “So what are my options?” He indicated that
the Navy could tear-up my 6-year contract for a 4-year enlistment period.
OKAY WITH ME!” I replied with restrained joy! 1 would instead go to a
four month school in Pensacola Florida—wow [ thought to myself—with
more restrained oy.



I enjoyed Pensacola. A Chief Petty Officer was our class instructor. I’d see
him occasionally at Sunday Mass (I was one of those rare sailors who
actually attended Mass). One day after Mass, the Chief took me aside and
said, “I don’t usually tell this to anyone, but as a faithful Catholic seaman, if
you finish your schooling in the top 3 of the class, you’ll get to choose your
next duty station!” And so, without hesitation, I applied myself in the
classroom and behold, final test results showed I was 3'in the class of 28.

A Navy officer provided a book of duty stations, listed alphabetically
and said, “go ahead turn the pages and pick your duty station (remember this
is all happening in the middle of the Viet Nam war in 1969). Azores,
Aleutian Islands, small ships like the USS Pueblo or other small boats, Adak
Alaska, etc. None of these options seemed appealing. I finally turned the
last page and discovered with amazement ‘Winter Harbor, Maine, Cutler
Station,’ on the last line. I said to the interviewer, “is this a misprint?”’ No,
it’s a Naval Security Station in MAINE.

“OKAY” I remarked, with even greater restrained joy, I’'m off to
Winter Harbor, Maine. Before departing, I took time to say ‘thank you’ to
the Chief Petty Officer and my class instructor that I had met at Mass. I also
took time to kneel before the Blessed Sacrament in the Pensacola Chapel
saying thank you to the Holy Spirit for this gift.

Arriving in Maine, [ wished that I hadn’t sold my old 1963 Ford
Fairlane 500 before leaving for boot camp. I enjoyed Winter Harbor and the
opportunity to go home every other week, dropped off in Lewiston at the
turnpike exit ‘13’ by a fellow unit sailor who drove on to Connecticut for his
3-day home visit. He’d pick me up on his way back to Winter Harbor. The
Cutler assignment gave me the opportunity to attend Mass at St. Margaret
Chapel in Winter Harbor as well as home at SS Peter & Paul on a fairly
regular basis.

After a ‘much too short’ one-year tour of duty in Winter Harbor, I was
assigned to Naval Station Keflavik, Iceland. Iceland was awesome, with its
two seasons; 6 months of summer with the highest temperate of 62° and
constant daylight, and 6 months of winter with snow falling sideways with
low temperatures nearing -30° on occasion in a constant darkness. While in
Iceland, I volunteered to fly with the P3 Squadron as a military observer on
10 hour recognizance flights cruising in the North Atlantic doing that ‘cold
war’ stuff near the Russian border.

On weekends, I’d walk to Mass and became friendly with a Master
Chief Petty Officer who was my shift commander. He routinely attended
Mass with his wife and children. He’d invite me over to his family’s base
housing to celebrate Easter, Thanksgiving and Christmas family dinners.



After 11 months in Iceland, he advised my group that as the Viet Nam war
was now winding-down, many of us would be reassigned to a ship for the
duration of our enlistment, which in my case was for 12 more months.

I had remained a ‘land-based sailor’ for three years and had hoped to
complete my service in Iceland. The Master Chief came to me after a work
shift and said, “You’re a good Catholic boy from Maine. I’ll put in a good
word for your next assignment, just be ready to depart at a moment’s notice
in the next few weeks.” Two weeks later I received my orders to depart,
going to a ship docked at the Norfolk, Virginia Naval Base. Off [ went, a bit
naive, on a new journey from Iceland to Norfolk Virginia.

Arriving in Norfolk, I hailed a cab and told the driver to take me to the
“U.S.S. John F. Kennedy, CVA67.” I later discovered that she was set to sail
on a Mediterranean “MED” Cruise, which allowed me to visit Palma de
Mallorca Spain (Spanish Riviera), Venice, Italy, Cannes, France and
Monaco during the Grand-Prix race. Wow, remarked the cab driver, “the
‘JFK,” she’s a brand spanking new aircraft carrier, you’re lucky son.”
Arriving at the ship’s dock, looking up in amazement at its massive size, up
the gang plank I went.

I was escorted to the ship’s Personnel Office, handed my orders to the
clerk who remarked, “It’s our new Chaplain’s Yeoman!” What an
assignment [ thought to myself! I reported to two Chaplains, both Captains,
one a Catholic priest and the other a Protestant minister. I oversaw daily set
up of Catholic Mass as well as protestant services. | also managed the ship’s
lounge and library and received calls from ship’s crew members to schedule
appointments with Chaplains for medical, family, or other types of
emergency leaves. | would become the ‘Radar O’Reilly’ of the Chaplain’s
office.

I was released from active duty on June 14, 1973, arrived home, and
began a banking career also starting my college studies at the University of
Maine’s Augusta, obtaining my BA degree after 11 years (really!) of night
school.

It was many years after being discharged that I finally realized that
throughout my military service, it was being faithful to my Catholic faith
and upbringing by a wonderful French-Catholic mother, that the Holy Spirit
was the One who had led me away from the dangers of Viet Nam, guiding
me to Pensacola, Winter Harbor, Iceland, and finally as Chaplain Yeoman
on the USS John F. Kennedy, safe assignments during a time of war with
perhaps something else that the Lord had in mind for me.



Call to the Diaconate

In 1994 [ was encouraged by my Auburn pastor, Fr. Conrad, to submit an
application for acceptance in a class of permanent deacons in the Roman
Catholic Diocese of Portland, Maine. Realizing the seriousness of a call to a
religious vocation, and its implications to my life and family, I asked him for
time to discern and pray before delivering the application. After all, the call
to serve as an ordained deacon would demand my total giving of self to the
will of God. After several weeks of prayer, I finally decided to submit the
application. Although feeling that I had discerned God’s will, the ‘doubting
Thomas’ in me wished to ask the Holy Spirit, one more time, for guidance. It
was necessary for me to know that the diaconate was not something that I
wanted, but something God had chosen for me.

On my way to deliver the application to my pastor, I paused at the
rectory door, and as ‘doubting Thomas’ in the scriptures, I decided instead to
enter the church to ask the Holy Spirit for guidance one last time. It was the
Ist Friday of the month, the evening of exposition of the Blessed Sacrament,
where | had spent many quiet hours alone with Jesus, asking for His
guidance with that lingering call to areligious vocation.

At the precise moment I entered the rear of the church, the cantor
began the Holy Hour by singing; "Here I am Lord. It is I Lord? I have
heard you calling in the night. I will go Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your
people in my heart.”

Humbly thanking the Holy Spirit for that divine ‘zap’ message, there
would be no more hesitation; the Lord was saying “Come after me.” It was
at that moment that [ understood what the sense of being called by Christ to
a religious vocation was all about. Yes, God was calling me. [ had listened,
discerned and responded in faith, trusting that Christ would remain by my
side throughout the uncertain times ahead.

On September 29, 2001, I was ordained by Bishop Joseph Gerry, a
permanent deacon in the Roman Catholic Diocese of Portland, Maine where
I continue to serve, focused on a deacon’s charism of ‘service and charity,’
as Parish Social Ministry and Outreach Coordinator.

% % k ok %
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“The Crucifix’



PFC Eliseé Dutil and “The Crucifix”

In preparing this historical military history of the Mailhot and Dutil families,
my connection with my mother’s baby brother and the uncle whom I’d never
met, PFC Eliseé€ Dutil would become a life changing event.

The similarities we shared from our family roots on Bartlett Street and
upbringings at the Basilica in Lewiston were inspiring as well as emotional.

Eliseé’s beginnings on Bartlett Street and his strong Catholic faith,
nurtured at SS Peter & Paul Parish made the 75 years that separated us seem
unimportant as [ began to appreciate his short and much too brief life, a life
filled with many accomplishments, especially discovering a beautiful poem-
inspired prayer he wrote from a foxhole which he called “My Crucifix,”
written on the Anzio-Nettuno beachhead in 1944, the prayer that became my
encouragement to pursue a calling later in life to a religious vocation of an
ordained deacon in the Roman Catholic Diocese of Portland.

It is most fitting that [ focused and concluded this historical military
journey with the prayer, “My Crucifix,” surely divinely inspired, along with
the personal message that PFC Eliseé Dutil wrote and dedicated to his
brothers-in-harm, near the end of his life.

“For the Men in the Foxholes”

“Men, please don't forget, read this prayer every moment of the day,
and also don'’t forget to say your Act of Contrition
perfect, every day and night.
Say also, soldiers, five times, Our Father, Hail Mary, and a Glory be etc.
for the Holy Father and the Church.
Please soldiers don’t forget to say every day and night,
‘My Good Lord, I offer Thee this day, or night,’
all I shall do or think or say,
uniting it with what was done on earth by Jesus Christ Thy Son.
[ wish you soldiers the best of luck,
and pray God will bless and protect you always.”
Author: Pfc. Eliseé A. Dutil, better known as “Frenchie,” Regt’l Hq. g™
Infantry, U.S. Army



“My Crucifix”
A little crucifix,
As plain as it can be,
But only God in Heaven knows
How dear it is to me.

I have it always with me,
In every step I take,
At evening when [ slumber,
At morning when [ awake.

In bright or cloudy weather,
In sunshine or in rain:
In happiness or sorrow,
In pleasure or in pain.

It helps me in my struggles,
It reproves me when I sin;
Its look of gentle patience
Rebukes the strife within.

In days of pain and anguish,
The greatest Help I knew
Was to hold that little crucifix
Until I calmer grew;

And looking on that Figure,
Which hung in patience there,
I saw the dreadful torture
Which He, in Love, did bear.

His feet are nailed together,
His loving arms outspread,
And blood is dropping slowly down
From His thorn-crowned Head.

And how could I then murmur,
Or bitterly complain,
When love for me induced Him
To undergo such pain?



So when the time approaches
That I shall have to die,
I hope that little crucifix
Will close besides me lie;

That the Holy Name of Jesus
May be the last that [ shall say,
And kissing that dear crucifix
My soul may pass away.

7_
Elisee A. Dutil

During 2020, especially on Memorial Day and Veteran’s Day, we celebrated
the 75™ anniversary of the end of World War II, remembering all the brave
men and brave women who died for our freedom, our children’s freedom
and the world’s freedom.

It is my hope and prayer that copies of Elise¢ prayer found its way
into the hands of all the soldiers ‘in the foxholes’ he served with, especially
those who passed away into the loving and eternal embrace of God.

Since the end of WWII, my mother, Leona, traded Christmas cards
each December with the Catholic Priest Chaplain who had served in the
same unit and become a friend with Eliseé. After my mother passed, another
Christmas card arrived from the Chaplain who had not heard of her death.

I decided to mail him a final Christmas card alerting him that mom had
passed away a few weeks before Christmas. And to my joy and surprise, I
received the following hand-written note from ‘Fr. Mike:’

“Dear Denis, Leona Mailhot, a sister to Eliseé Dutil, may she rest in peace.
I was on the Anzio Beachhead that Eliseé wrote that beautiful poem. The
good Sisters from North Dakota {Carmelite Nuns, Carmel of Mary,
Wahpeton, North Dakota}, informed about the poem, prepared a Holy
Prayer Card with the “Prayer to Jesus Crucified” Ecclesiastical
Approbation on the back side and the “My Crucifix” prayer on the inside,
along with Eliseé A. Dutil's name as its author. [’ve been retired for 21
years and do offer my daily Masses for all of us, the living and the dead. I'm
the oldest priest in my diocese.”



I later researched Fr. Mike’s priestly ministry and discovered his obituary
that included: “Rev. Mitchell J. "Fr. Mike" Koprowski, 97, died Dec. 14,
2010, in his home after a long illness. He served in the US Army as a
Chaplain during World War II from 1943 to 1946, with the Third Infantry
Division and was at the Anzio beachhead during the invasion of Southern
France.” | could not have asked for a better confirmation of exactly when
and where my uncle, Eliseé wrote that beautiful poem and prayer.

September 2, 2020 marked the 75th Commemoration of the end of
World War II. On 2020 Memorial Day, it was my hope that PFC Eliseé A.
Dutil’s prayer serves to inspire all of us that we are never alone, even during
the COVID-19 pandemic, so that we may unite as one community, one state
and one nation under God to work as one, collectively, to defeat this new
adversary as we did 75 years ago, as one nation, when Eliseé wrote that
prayer on the Anzio beachhead dedicated to the brave men and women and
their families that we are now forever indebted.

Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower called the D-Day operation a crusade in
which, “we will accept nothing less than full victory.” As we strive to defeat
another world-wide enemy, the coronavirus, may we safeguard our families
and friends while being mindful, respectful and considerate of the needs and
struggles of everyone around us until success is attained and the virus is
defeated, and the world discovers the lasting Peace, Paix, Paz, Salam, Mir,
Heéping, Pace, Pax, offered to all from the heart of Jesus Christ, and this will
then be the ‘full victory’ for all of humanity.

My dear uncle; PFC tlisee A. Duti, o muuch belated
‘may yowr soul rest inv peace;,” Your nephew, Deacon
Denis Wilfrid Mailhot, MPS

The Lewiston-Auburn Veterans Council dedicated the 32™ monument on
Memorial Day 2020 at the Veterans Memorial Park located on the corner of
Main and Lincoln Streets, Lewiston, Maine. The monuments serve as an
inspirational testament to men and women who have served our country
within all branches of the U.S. military. The 32™ monument is inscribed:
“Elisee A. Dutil, US Army (USA) WWII” side A, left column, 33 down. Less

we forget!
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Ellece’s position, wounding him
far athird time. lie nevar recov-
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fer enough.

*Beciuse he was wowided three
thines,” Mailhat sold, “1t was al-
ways sald that she cane back lo get
her son.”

Elisee was arlginnlly buvied in

France. A yoat later, his fathor, Al
phonse, paid to hnve his body cx-
humed and sent hack bame to be
buricd at the famlly plot al St. Pe-
t&r’s Cemetery. Hisname is toelud
#d on the now granlte stone placed
In Veterans’ Memorlal Park in
lewlisum.

In addition W Ellsue’s story, told
in letters, postcards, pictures and
docuintants. the two bindrers com-
piled by Mallhot contain the bis-
tory of hits gramdfalhers, Wilirid
Mailhot and Alphunse Dutil, In
World War } and their sans, tnclud-
ing Elfsce nnd Denls” futher, Wil
{rid Mafthot Jr.. who alj fought in
Warld War

All of the photos are documented
nnd a serics of phiotos show a pic
torlal history of Paris in tbe mid
1930s, The orig!nal documents In-
clude the nctual letter' Infurming
his relatives of Elisee's deatb.

“My mother dled 12 yoors agn,”
Msllbot s3ld. “) dug out all the staf?
that sho had saved. That's wban |
declded that this has to be recurd-
ed. | want my children and my
srmndchildren to go through this
unedsy.”

Tha biggest challengo was de-
clphering the postcards, writ.
ten in cursive French with lines
sqacezed together o fit as much
as poasible on them, Majlhot
scached out to the University of
Southern Malue Franco-Ameri
«can Coliection in lewtsion and a
French teacher at Edward Litle
High School.

“1i was difiicult. They were hard
te read,” said Dorls Beltsle-Bon-
naau, 8 hoard mamber of ihe Fran-
co collectlion. "When you read
them sloud it was interesting plck-
ing up the phonetic expressions.
The th d of belangd

and fsniily. That kind of sadiess of
baing sofur away."

Seth Goodwin nnd his Freach IV
class at Edware Little High Schoo)
in Auburn picked away at the
pruject for o couple of months try
ing to translate the postcards and
newspaper elippings om the Le
Meusscnger, a Prench newspeper
hased {n lewisten. The18 studants
worked in teams to decipher the
various writlngs.

Tho stadentx, nut much young
er than Eltsec was when he went
10 war, warn touched by all that ho
went through ovursuas, “learning
about the combat experience and
the ruany (ours tht be did, yntaing
his life on hold for his country,”
Goodwin said

The USM Frunco-American Col-
lnction plans to digllize the two
Ylidkevs for thelr archives.

“What's unique abnut this {s the
written Jagguage,® Belisle Bon
neau sald. “The writing of these is
alypicnl. It was a heartfelt efort to
cummunicate. The people who re
cejved these cards could fee! the
angst and the loncliness.”
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Postcards from the front lines sent home to Lewiston family
reveal World War II history
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SJ sunjournal.com/2020/05/24/postcards-from-the-front-lines/

By Steve SherlockSun Journal May 24, 2020

Elisee Dutil sent postcards home to his family in Lewiston as often as he could during his
nearly three years of service in Europe during World War II.

Written in cursive French, the postcards reveal
the life of an American soldier on the front
lines.

Dutil saw his first action in the North Africa
campaign. His division took part in the
invasion of Sicily. He was on the beachhead at
Anzio, Italy. Once Rome was captured, he
shifted to southern France and marched
toward Germany.

Denis Mailhot of Auburn has done extensive
research ca Elisee Dutil, the “uncle that I never

Dutil, who was wounded on three separate

occasions and received the Purple Heart with met.” Dutil was killed in Germany during World
Gold Clusters, was fatally wounded at War 11. Douryn Slover/Sun Journal Buy this
Zweibrucken, Germany, where Allied troops - Photo

finally smashed past the famed Siegfried Line.
He died March 18, 1945, less than two months before Germany surrendered.

His sister Leona (Dutil) Mailhot saved every postcard. She savzd every photograph and every
letter. She cut out and saved every newspaper clipping. She and other family members even
saved every military document concerning the Dutil and Mailhot families, who lived next
door to each other in the same apartment building at 141 and 143 Bartlett St. in Lewiston.

Denis Mailhot, Leona’s son and Elisee’s nephew, has compiled that vast treasure into two
huge binders documenting the service records of his Dutil and Mailhot relatives from World
War I, Word War II and ending with his service in the Navy during the Vietnam War.

“This is really precious,” Mailhot, aretired banker, said. “When 1 started assembling this
stuff I had no idea how detailed it was.”

Much of the second binder focuses on his uncle Elisee Dutil. Born in Lewiston in 1919, Elisee
was raised on Bartlett Street, attended St. Peter’s School, worked at Bates Manufacturing and
worshiped up the street at SS Peter and Paul Parish, now the tasilica. The Catholic church

https:/iwww.printfriendly.com/p/g/vJiPXn
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was an important part of his family’s life. He
belonged to the church choir and a French
male choral society.

At age 22 in 1942, he enlisted in the Army. One
newspaper clipping shows Elisee with other
recruits in front of the post office.

“They would take the picture in front of the
post office, then get on the bus and away they
went,” Mailhot said. “The guys got on the bus

Denis Mailhot believes that this is Elisee Dutil’s

and had no idea what’s going to happen for the : 5
o high schoul picture. Daryn Slover/Sun Journal
next two to three years. X
Buy this Photo

After training at Fort Meade in Maryland,
Elisee arrived in England by ship in January 1943. He was soon deployed to North Africa. He
was wounded the first time during the invasion of Sicily. He suffered a second wound in early

1944 during the Battle of Anzio on the coast of Italy.

While on the beachhead at Anzio, Elisee wrote a 40-line poem/prayer, “My Crucifix,” and
dedicated it to the men in the foxholes. :

Many years later, the Rev. Mike Koprowski,
who was the Army chaplain for the Third
Infantry Division, confirmed to Mailhot in a
letter that he was in one of the foxholes on
Anzio beach when Elisee wrote the poem. He
added that the poem was later printed on a
prayer card with Elisee’s name as author.

It was the existence of that poem and family’s
strong Catholic upbringing that sparked Denis

Mailhot’s passion to become an ordained Denis Mailhot of Auburn turns to a picture of

deacon. his father, Wilfrid Mailhot Jr., while looking
through albums that he put together of family

While in Italy, Elisee ran into his cousin and that fought during the two World Wars. Daryn

next-door neighbor Donat Mailhot. There are a Slover,/Sun Journal Buy this Photo

couple of photos in the binder of that brief

reunion.

Elisee then accompanied the Third Infantry Division to southern France to begin the final
push into Germany. During a fierce battle after crossing the German border near
Zweibrucken, shrapnel from an artillery shell struck near Elisee’s position, wounding him for
a third time. He never recovered from those serinus wounds.

https://www.printfriendly.com/p/g/vJiPXn 217



6/15/2020 Poslcards from the front lines sent home to Lewiston family reveal World War Il history

Family lore says his mother, Odile, who had died in Lewiston a month earlier, had seen
Elisee suffer enough.

“Because he was wounded three times,” Mailhot said, “it was always said that she came back
to get her son.”

Elisee was originally buried in France. A year
later, his father, Alphonse, paid to have his
body exhumed and sent back home to be
buried at the family plot at St. Peter’s
Cemetery. His name is included on the new
granite stone placed in Veterans’ Memorial
Park in Lewiston.

In addition to Elisee’s story, told in letters,
postcards, pictures and documents, the two

b¥nders corrllplled by Mailhot (fon.taln t}_le Elisee Dutil, back center underneath the blue
history of his grandfathers, Wilfrid Mailhot arrow, stood in front of the U.S. Post Office on
and Alphonse Dutil, in World War I and their Ash Street in Lewiston with other draftees
sons, including Elisee and Denis’ father, before getting on the bus and heading into the
Wilfrid Mailhot Jr., who all fought in World U.S. Army on June 9, 1942. Daryn Slover/Sun
War 1L Journal Buy this Photo

All of the photos are documented and a series of photos show a pictorial history of Paris in
the mid-1940s. The original documents include the actual letter informing his relatives of

Elisee’s death.

“My mother died 12 years ago,” Mailhot said. “I dug out all the stuff that she had saved.
That’s when I decided that this has to be recorded. I want my children and my grandchildren
to go through this one day.”

The biggest challenge was deciphering the postcards, written in cursive French with lines
squeezed together to fit as much as possible on them. Mailhot reached out to the University
of Southern Maine Franco-American Collection in Lewiston and a French teacher at Edward

Little High School.

“It was difficult. They were hard to read,” said Doris Belisle-Bonneau, a board member of the
Franco collection. “When you read them aloud it was interesting picking up the phonetic
expressions. The themes consisted of belonging and family. That kind of sadness of being so
far away.”

Seth Goodwin and his French IV class at Edward Little High School in Auburn picked away
at the project for a couple of months trying to translate the postcards and newspaper
clippings from the Le Messenger, a French newspaper based in Lewiston. The 13 students

https://www.pnntiriendly.com/p/g/vJiPXn 377
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worked in teams to decipher the various
writings.

The students, not much younger than Elisee
was when he went to war, were touched by all
that he went through overseas, “learning about
the combat experience and the many tours that
he did, putting his life on hold for his country,”
Goodwin said.

The USM Franco-American Collection plans to

digitize the two binders for their archives. Rofishdriihatlocie:tmonshithe;aluma that

document his femily’s military history. Daryn

“What’s unique about this is the written Slover/Sun Journai Buy this Photo

language,” Belisle-Bonneau said. “The writing
of these is atypical. It was a heartfelt effort to communicate. The people who received these

cards could feel the angst and the loneliness.”
“My Crucifix”

By Elisee A. Dutil

A little crucifix,

As plain as it can be,

But only God in Heaven knows
How dear it is to me.

I have it always with me,

In every step I take;

At evening when I slumber,

At morning when I awake.

In bright or cloudy weather,
In sunshine or in rain:

In happiness or sorrow,

In pleasure or in pain.

https://www.printfriendly.com/p/g/vJiPXn
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It helps me in my struggles,

It reproves me when I sin;

Its look of gentle patience
Rebukes the strife within.

In days of pain and anguish,
The greatest Help I knew

Was to hold that little crucifix
Until I calmer grew;

And looking on that Figure,
Which hung in patience there,
I saw the dreadful torture
Which He, in Love, did bear.
His feet are nailed together,
His loving arms outspread,
And blood is dropping slowly down
From His thorn-crowned Head.
And how could I then murmur,
Or bitterly complain,

When love for me induced Him
To undergo such pain?

So when the time approaches
That I shall have to die,
I hope that little crucifix

Will close beside me lie;

https://www.printfriendly.com/p/g/vJiPXn



“For the Men in the Foxholes”

“Men, please don't forget, read this prayer every moment of the day,
and also don'’t forget to say your Act of Contrition
perfect, every day and night

Say also, soldiers, five times,
Our Father, Hail Mary, and a Glory be etc.
for the Holy Father and the Church.

Please soldiers don’t forget to say every day and night,
‘My Good Lord, I offer Thee this day, or night,’
all [ shall do or think or say,
uniting it with what was done on earth by Jesus Christ Thy Son.

[ wish you soldiers the best of luck,
and
pray God will bless and protect vou always”

Author: Pfc. Eliseé A. Dutil, better known as “T'renchie,”
Regt’l Hq. 7" Infantry, U.S. Army
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That the Holy Name of Jesus

May be the last that I shall say,

And kissing that dear crucifix

My soul may pass away.

Message from the Division Commander
Maj. Gen. John W. O’Daniel

On this Memorial Day of 1945, the Third
Division remembers you for the contribution
you have made to America and all it stands for
in the lost of your loved ones.

These things are hard to understand, but in a
war such as this one where the gain to be had

was so great and the destruction of the evil Elisee Dutil of Lewiston died on March 18, 1945.

force so necessary, great sacrifice was This symbol of recognition was sent to Dutil’s
?
sevitable family by former Lewiston Mayor Alton Lessard.

Daryn Slover/Sun Journal

We who are living know that the success of the
Division and our own very existence is due mainly to those who unselfishly gave their lives in
battle. This realization will be with us always.

Now that the German Army is destroyed, you can well feel proud that through your great
contribution, our nation may live as intended, in freedom and goodness.

As Division Commander of the Third Division, I speak from the bottom of my heart for all of
us when I say be of good cheer and bhe ever proud that his sacrifice makes it possible for our
country to be great and free forever.
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Postcards from the front lines sent home tc Lewiston family
reveal World War II history

SJ sunjournal.com/2020/05/24/postcards-from-the-front-lines/

By Steve SherlockSun Journal May 24, 2020

Elisee Dutil sent postcards home to his family in Lewiston as often as he could during his
nearly three years of service in Europe during World War II.

Written in cursive French, the postcards reveal
the life of an American soldier on the front
lines.

Dutil saw his first action in the North Africa
campaign. His division took part in the
invasion of Sicily. He was on the beachhead at
Anzio, Italy. Once Rome was captured, he
shifted to southern France and marched
toward Germany.

Denis Mailhot of Auburn has done extensive

Dutil, who was wounded on three separate 3 :
’ . . research oa Elisee Dutil, the “uncle that I never
occasions and received the Purple Heart with L S k
met.” Dutil was killed in Germany during World
Gold Clusters, was fatally wounded at War I1. Deryn Slover/Sun Journal Buy this
Zweibrucken, Germany, where Allied troops Photo
finally smashed past the famed Siegfried Line.

He died March 18, 1945, less than two months before Germany surrendered.

His sister Leona (Dutil) Mailhot saved every postcard. She savad every photograph and every
letter. She cut out and saved every newspaper clipping. She and other family members even
saved every military document concerning the Dutil and Mailkot families, who lived next
door to each other in the same apartment building at 141 and 143 Bartlett St. in Lewiston.

Denis Mailhot, Leona’s son and Elisee’s nephew, has compiied that vast treasure into two
huge binders documenting the service records of his Dutil and Mailhot relatives from World
War I, Word War II and ending with his service in the Navy <uring the Vietnam War.

“This is really precious,” Mailhot, a retired banker, said. “Wh..n I started assembling this
stuff I had no idea how detailed it was.”

Much of the second binder focuses on his uncle Elisee Dutil. Born in Lewiston in 1919, Elisee
was raised on Bartlett Street, attended St. Peter’s School, worked at Bates Manufacturing and
worshiped up the street at SS Peter and Paul Parish, now the tasilica. The Catholic church

https://www.pnntfriendly.com/p/g/vJiPXn
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was an important part of his family’s life. He
belonged to the church choir and a French
male choral society.

At age 22 in 1942, he enlisted in the Army. One
newspaper clipping shows Elisee with other
recruits in front of the post office.

“They would take the picture in front of the
post office, then get on the bus and away they
went,” Mailhot said. “The guys got on the bus
and had no idea what’s going to happen for the
next two to three years.”

Denis Mailhot believes that this is Elisee Dutil’s
high schoo] picture. Daryn Slover/Sun Journat
Buy this Photo

After training at Fort Meade in Maryland,

Elisee arrived in England by ship in January 1943. He was soon deployed to North Africa. He
was wounded the first time during the invasion of Sicily. He suffered a second wound in early
1944 during the Battle of Anzio on the coast of Italy.

While on the beachhead at Anzio, Elisee wrote a 40-line poem /prayer, “My Crucifix,” and
dedicated it to the men in the foxholes.

Many years later, the Rev. Mike Koprowski,
who was the Army chaplain for the Third
Infantry Division, confirmed to Mailhot in a
letter that he was in one of the foxholes on
Anzio beach when Elisee wrote the poem. He
added that the poem was later printed on a
prayer card with Elisee’s name as author.

It was the existence of that poem and family’s
strong Catholic upbringing that sparked Denis
Mailhot’s passion to become an ordained

Denis Mailhot of Auburn turns to a picture of

deacon. his father, Wilfrid Maithot Jr., while looking
Ty ) . ) ) through albums that he put together of family

While in Italy, Elisee ran into his cousin and that fought during the two World Wars. Daryn

next-door neighbor Donat Mailhot. There are a Slover/Sun Journal Buy this Photo

couple of photos in the binder of that brief

reunion.

Elisee then accompanied the Third Infantry Division to southern France to begin the final
push into Germany. During a fierce battle after crossing the German border near
Zweibrucken, shrapnel from an artillery shell struck near Elisee’s position, wounding him for
a third time. He never recovered from those serious wounds.

hitps://www.printfriendly.com/p/g/vJiPXn
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Family lore says his mother, Odile, who had died in Lewiston a month earlier, had seen
Elisee suffer enough.

“Because he was wounded three times,” Mailhot said, “it was always said that she came back
to get her son.”

Elisee was originally buried in France. A year
later, his father, Alphonse, paid to have his
body exhumed and sent back home to be
buried at the family plot at St. Peter’s
Cemetery. His name is included on the new
granite stone placed in Veterans’ Memorial
Park in Lewiston.

In addition to Elisee’s story, told in letters,
postcards, pictures and documents, the two
binders compiled by Mailhot contain the

Elisee Dutil, back center underneath the blue

history of his grandfathers, Wilfrid Mailhot arTow.stoad in front of the'U.S. Post Office on
and Alphonse Dutil, in World War I and their Ash Street in Lewiston with other draftees
sons, including Elisee and Denis’ father, before getting on the bus and heading into the
Wilfrid Mailhot Jr., who all fought in World U.S. Army on June 9, 1942. Daryn Slover/Sun
War IL Journal Buy this Photo

All of the photos are documented and a series of photos show a pictorial history of Paris in
the mid-1940s. The original documents include the actual letter informing his relatives of
Elisee’s death.

“My mother died 12 years ago,” Mailhot said. “I dug out all the stuff that she had saved.
That’s when I decided that this has to be recorded. I want my children and my grandchildren
to go through this one day.”

The biggest challenge was deciphering the postcards, written in cursive French with lines
squeezed together to fit as much as possible on them. Mailhot reached out to the University
of Southern Maine Franco-American Collection in Lewiston and a French teacher at Edward
Little High School.

“It was difficult. They were hard to read,” said Doris Belisle-Bonneau, a board member of the
Franco collection. “When you read them aloud it was interesting picking up the phonetic
expressions. The themes consisted of belonging and family. That kind of sadness of being so
far away.”

Seth Goodwin and his French IV class at Edward Little High School in Auburn picked away
at the project for a couple of months trying to translate the postcards and newspaper
clippings from the Le Messenger, a French newspaper based in Lewiston. The 13 students

https://www.pnntfriendly.com/p/g/vJiPXn 317
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worked in teams to decipher the various
writings.

The students, not much younger than Elisee
was when he went to war, were touched by all
that he went through overseas, “learning about
the combat experience and the many tours that
he did, putting his life on hold for his country,”
Goodwin said.

The USM Franco-American Collection plans to

digitize the two binders for their archives. GuiSia et o ytienglithe albums that

document his femily’s military history. Daryn

“What’s unique about this is the written Slover/Sun Journal Buy this Photo

language,” Belisle-Bonneau said. “The writing
of these is atypical. It was a heartfelt effort to communicate. The people who received these
cards could feel the angst and the loneliness.”

“My Crucifix”

By Elisee A. Dutil

A little crucifix,

As plain as it can be,

But only God in Heaven knows
How dear it is to me.

I have it always with me,

In every step I take;

At evening when I slumber,
At morning when I awake.
In bright or cloudy weather,
In sunshine or in rain:

In happiness or sorrow,

In pleasure or in pain.

https://www.pnntfnendly.com/p/g/vJiPXn
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It helps me in my struggles,

It reproves me when I sin;

Its look of gentle patience
Rebukes the strife within.

In days of pain and anguish,
The greatest Help I knew

Was to hold that little crucifix
Until I calmer grew;

And looking on that Figure,
Which hung in patience there,
I saw the dreadful torture
Which He, in Love, did bear.
His feet are nailed together,
His loving arms outspread,
And blood is dropping slowly down
From His thorn-crowned Head.
And how could I then murmur,
Or bitterly complain,

When love for me induced Him
To undergo such pain?

So when the time approaches
That I shall have to die,

I hope that little crucifix

Will close beside me lie;

https://www.printfriendly.com/p/g/vJiPXn
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That the Holy Name of Jesus

May be the last that I shall say,

And kissing that dear crucifix

My soul may pass away.

Message from the Division Commander
Maj. Gen. John W. O’Daniel

On this Memorial Day of 1945, the Third
Division remembers you for the contribution
you have made to America and all it stands for
in the lost of your loved ones.

These things are hard to understand, but in a
war such as this one where the gain to be had

was so great and the destruction of the evil Elisee Dutil of Lewiston died on March 18, 1945.

force so necessary, great sacrifice was This symbol of recognition was sent to Dutil’s
inevitible family by former Lewiston Mayor Alton Lessard.

Daryn Slover/Sun Journal

We who are living know that the success of the
Division and our own very existence is due mainly to those who unselfishly gave their lives in

battle. This realization will be with us always.

Now that the German Army is destroyed, you can well feel proud that through your great
contribution, our nation may live as intended, in freedom and goodness.

As Division Commander of the Third Division, I speak from the bottom of my heart for all of
us when I say be of good cheer and he ever proud that his sacrifice makes it possible for our
country to be great and free forever.



“For the Men in the Foxholes”

“Men, please don't forget, read this prayer every moment of the day,
and also don’t forget to say your Act of Contrition
perfect, every day and night

Say also, soldiers, five times,
Our Father, Hail Mary, and a Glory be etc.
for the Holy Father and the Church.

Please soldiers don’t forget to say every day and night,
‘My Good Lord, [ offer Thee this day, or night,’
all I shall do or think or say,
uniting it with what was done on earth by Jesus Christ Thy Son.

[ wish you soldiers the best of luck,
and
pray God will bless and protect vou always”

Author: Pfc. Eliseé A. Dutil, better known as “Frenchie,”
Regt’l Hg. 7" Infantry, U.S. Armiy
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WWI - U.S. Army

Adelard Dutil

Brother of Alphonse Dutil (Denis Mailhot’s grandfather and Leona Dutil-Mailhot’s (Denis
mother) father). Adelard was Leona’s uncle. Adelard is the tather of Madge Dutil-Gardner and
Don Dutil (worked at the Bates Mill office)
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Donat Mailhot



WWII - U.S. Army - Donat G. Mailhot
(Wilfrid Mailhot Jr.’s brother and Denis Mailhot’s uncle)

Donat and fellow soldiers, |
‘Monte’ & ‘Pavaloski’

| S SRS ey i
s T e et ™y s I N, — p— .‘Wﬂ.

Donat G. Mailhot
Italy, January 18, 1944

Donat and friend near

barracks
Donat and Elisee Dutil
meeting in Italy, July 1944
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Hi Bill VENIC T \d,}mas =

Here is a card of venese ° x§PVt-:ﬂIZ?{%é:ﬁﬁIIE?!::::
I wos there yesterday it a !Det. Bt st.Base Post »
place for the millionnaire : -Office o
and the sucker, and these i A.P.O. 640 e
3

daigo try to make sucker
out of everybody. Here two.
boys are leaving tomorrow
on point,I expect my turn-
pretty soon.This country Y \
nere is just no good. \ Rl s

Don&¥®  May 29 3545

U S Army




Postcard, dated November 20, 1943; postmarked November 22, 1943

From: Donat G. Mailhot, D012, Ordinance, Company Airforce, A.P.O. 528, c/o
Postmaster, New York, N.Y.

To: Wilfrid Mailhot, Jr., (Denis Mailhot’s father) Company E, 242 Infantry,
A.P.O. 411, 42" Division, Camp Gruber, Oklahoma.

“Italy, Nov. 20, 1943. I am fine, but the infantry up front are having a hard time,
its’ been raining for a week, and the men and the mules are up in the mud to their
neck.” Donat (Wilfrid’s brother).
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Albert Mailhot



WWII - U.S. Army - Albert Mailhot

(Wilfrid Mailhot Jr.’s brother and Denis Mailhot’s uncle)

Standing in front of home entrance, 143 Bartlett Street, Lewiston, Maine
on leave after Boot Camp - 1942



Albert Mailhot in front of 143 Bartlett St.

with oldest sibling, Alexina Mailhot who
later on married Eugene Hamann.

Albert Mailhot standing in

Front of 143 Bartlett, Lewiston
(Mailhot family lived on 2" floor
apartment for 87 years)

{Albert is Wilfrid’s & Donat’s
brother}




SEPARATION QUALIFICATION RECORD

SAVE THIS FORM. IT WILL NOT BE REPLACED IF LOST

This record of job assignmenu and special training received in the Army is furnished to the soldier when he leaves che service.
tion, information is taken fro|

representacives of schools or colleges, or use it in any ocher way that may prove beneficial 0 him.

In its prepara-

m available Atmy records and supp'emented by personal intecview. The information about civilian education and
work experience is based on the individual's own statements. The veteran may {:sen: this documenc co former employers, prospective employers,

1. LAST NAME—FIRST NAME—MIODOLE INITIAL MILITARY OCCUPATIONAL ASSIGNMENTS

10. MONTHS | 11. GRADE 12, MILITARY OCCUPATIONAL SPECIALTY

MAILHOT ALBERT A
2. ARMY SERIAL No, 3. GRADE 4. SOCIAL SECURITY No, > PVt Basic Military

31 101 209 | Sgt Training
8. PERMANENT MAILING ADDRESS (Street, City, Counly, Stals) [
153 Bartlett . b

Lewiston, Maine

8. DATE OF ENTRY INTO 7. DATE OF SEPARATION | 8. DATE OF BIRTH
ACTIVE SERVICE

7 Apr 1942 (15 Dec 1945 [7 Oet 1911

9. PLACE OF SEPARATION .

42 }Sgt Baker = .
|

(521)

(617)

AAFRS' #4, AAB, Senta Ana, Calif, \
. SUMMARY OF MILITARY OCCUPATIONS

13. TITLE—DESCRIPTION—RELATED CIVILIAN OCCUPATION

BAXER;

General baking in camp bekeries, Weighs ingredients, mixes dough,
of ples, cakes, and bread, Ordered supplies, KXept records,

Baking

WD AGO rorm This form supersedes WD AQO Form 100, 15 July 1944, which will not be uscd.

1 sut 1943 100




MILITARY EDUCATION

14, NAME OR TYPE OF SCHOOL—COURSE OR CURRICULUM—DURATION—DESCRIPTION

o

=
<

CIVILIAN EDUCATION

IS. HIGHEST GRADE 18. DEGREES OR DIPLOMAS | 17. YEAR LEFT OTHER TRAINING OR SCHOOLING
COMPLETED SCHOOL — _—
20. COURSE-NAME AND ADDRESS OF SCHOOL -:DATE | 21. DURATION
8th Grede 1927 ;
18. NAME AND ADDRESS OF LAST SCHOOL ATTENDED NYA Training SmOOI 2 month'
Lewiston Gremmar School 1937 (machinist) j

Lewiston, Maine

19. MAJOR COURSES OF STUDY

General

CIVILIAN OCCUPATIONS

22, TITLE~-"NAME AND ADDRESS OF EMPLOYER—INCLUSIVE DATES—DESCRIPTION
BAKTR :
.

For 6 years (1936-1942), worked for F. R, LePages Rakery, Lewiston, Maine,
Doughnut baker, Weighed ingredients, mixed dough and used doughnut cutter to

cug %gg hnuts., Cooked doughnuts, Did general bakery work, Baking bread, cakes,
an PE P

LINING CUTTER:
For 2 years (1934-1936), worked for Cushnan-Hollis Co, Auburn, Maine,
Both hand and machine cutte , Cut entire lining for women 8 shoes.' :

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

23. REMARKS

24. SIGNATURE OF PERSON BEING SEPARATED 28. SIGNATURE OF SEPARATION CLASSIFICATION l 28. NAME OF OFFICER (Typed or Stamped)

AT 0 A °"f5n v =) |
C‘{WV/‘ MM&/ % :,S. H, SHULTZ, 1st Lt,, AC

7 BU20-—SANTA ANA—10-22-45—32.000
7




ENLISTED RECORD AND REPORT OF SEPARATION
HONORABLE DISCHARGE

5. LAST NAME - FIRSY NAME - MIDDLE INITIAL 2. ARMY SERIAL NO, 3. GRADE 4. ARM OR SERvVicE 5. COMPONENT
___Mailhot Albert A 31 101 209 SGT AC AUS
8. ORGANLIIATION 7. DATE OF SEPARATION m ge!Plﬁlfgi B

paration Base

~104L0th AAF Base Unit 15 LS5 Sﬂnta_A?a_Ca1if
9. PERRANENT ADDRESS FOR MAILING PURPOSES (Ar‘dx'oscoggin CO) $0. DATE OF BIRTH 11. PLACE OF BIRTH
_153 Bartlett St Lewiston lia 7 Oct 11

$2. ACDRESS FROM WHICH EMPLOYMENT WILL BE SOUGHT 13. COLOR EYES |14, COLOR HA!R| 18, HEIGHT

16, WEIGHT 17.N0. DEPEND.

- See 9 H, | 'Bpeyp i G118 135t None —
_l!. = RACE - ! 19 MARITAL STATUS __10. U.5. CITIZEN 2). CIVILIAN OCCUPATION ARD RO.

wHITE | NEGRO |oTHER(8pecCily)|sinGLe|uARRIED| OTHER (8peciiy) YES NO

x | 1 xJ | XX Baker [=01,400

MILITARY HISTORY
24. DATSOF KHTRY INTOACTIVESERVICE | 285. PLACE OF ENTRY INTO SERVICE

7 _hApr L2 Portland Mae

| 28. COuNTY ANO‘SYATI 29. HOME ADDRESS AT TIME OF ENTRY INTO SERVICE

23. DAYE OF 1HEZUCYION 23, DATE OF ENLISTMENT

7 Apr L2

SELECTIVE 26. REGISTERED| 27. LOCAL .5, BOARD NO.
SERVICE b vis

NO
DATA . S
X J— Androsecnggin See. S ?
30. MILITARY OCCUPATIONAL SPECIALTY AND NO, 89. NILITARY QUALIFICATIGN AWO Oave [ 1.6..inlantry, aviation and marksmanship badges, eic.)
_Baker_ 017 lorte

82 BATTLES AND CAHP‘IGNS

HOe

33. I;EC_OI;;TIONS ANO CITATIONS

lia o ]

American fheater Zibbon GOOd. Londuecy Medal vigcuory lie

34. WOUMNDS RECEIVEO IN ACTION

Lons
385. LATEST IMMUNIZATION DATES 36. SERVICE OUTSIDE CONTINENTAL U.S. ANO RETURN
SMALLPOX TYPHOID TETANUS OTHER {mdh’) DATE OF DEPARTURE DESTINATION DATE OF ARRIVAL

YFever 18Sepll,

14augh5 | 2lNovh), | 5Julkl, |Cholera lhAuglh5 lione None lons
37. TOTAL LENGTH OF SERVICE 38. HIGHEST GRADE HELD
 COMTINEMTAL SERVICE FOREIGN SERVICE

YEARS MONTHS IDAYS YEARS MONTHS | DAYS
31 8 9 00 0 SGT

38, PRIOR SERVICE

None
40. REASON AND AUTHORITY POR SEPARATION hR °l5“j65 Ltr HQ AAF 5U&I AAF Separatlon Bases dtd

6 s%? 45 and Ltr WDGAP SURJ: Disch of Surplus knl Pers in Z01 dtd 22 Sep 45
41, SERVICE 6CHOOLS ATTENOED _42. _ EDUCATION (Years) |

Gremmar laxguocnom TCoticge |

_None. a8

PAY DATA

43. LoNOEVITY _POR PAY PURPOSES 44, MUSTERING OUT PAY 45.S0LDIERDEPOSITS| 46, TRAVEL PAY 47. TOTAL AMOUNT, NAME OF OISBURSING OFFICER
YEARS MONTHS |DAYS TOTAL THIS PAYMENT
7 S e R 5 R L vone  |s170.85 | $306.65 J. A. MILTON LT. COL, AC.
. INSURANCE NOTICE
MPORTANT o i DRSASuATn D B £ moiint 20 GO on TS SURBEOImIoN, vmnes NI For WAL CovoRs DL ey aows FATFos
48, KIND OF INSURANGE | 49. HOW PAID 50, Effoctive Dato of Allot- | 51. Dato of Next Promium
L T R T B R BT;;Z}‘:T  Etective Date of Allo (O:::;::ml; ;‘g;wcju- 53. prEMIUM DUE li mvnr: 10N or:m-;-um?o
. . ) s g
% | x| 30 Dec 1945 |30 Jan 1945 . 9.65 gl
54, o] 58 REMARKS (This space for completion of above ltems or entry of other items specifled in 'W. D. Durectives)
2 Lapel Button Issued
- -~ - 'y =
w Adjusted Service Rating Score 41 (2 sep 45)
(=3
=
W
o
o
3

56. SIGNATURE OF PERSON BEING SEPARATED 57. PERSONNEL DOFF| Jiy me, de and orqamization - sigrnaiure)

N L & GIOVER 1st Lt AC 1040th ALF HI

AGO ¥ s.a0 iz lorn supegsedes all 1 it !
oven. ’944 Wi AOO Forma & r‘émg $F;g$vc%uﬁsl:d‘p:?:o:a
'm;ﬂmd to an Honorable Discharge, which
will not be used after receipt of this revizion.



Bischarge
Tits i to cortyly thiml

ALBERT A MAILHOT 31 101 209 SLEuGEANT

1040th AnMY AIR FORCE BaSi UNIT

Army of the United States

2 M %Mﬂ@/ﬂy @a’wfdwy{m/ %Aam e MW
servcce of e Undted Hates of lescea,

/% 4M%é¢é 2 wovrardod ws @ loslornoriccet 4/ Honest
e %&VW Lovvece 4o £4ds co o,

\ AAF SEPARATION BASE
gwm %/‘.‘;ANTA ANA CALIFORNIA

@/ 15 DECEMBER 1945

h il i

FREDERIC S HANSON
MAJOIt #IR CORPS



OPEN AIR FISH MARKET ON OCEAN FRONT, NEWPORT BEACH. CALIFORNIA—A9
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Wilfrid S. Mailhot

Denis Mailhot’s father

Wilfrid was born and raised in Lewiston. He lived at 143 Bartlett St., Lewiston,
Maine with his father, Wilfrid Sr. (LFD) and mother Suzanne (homemaker) and
siblings, brothers; Willie, Donat, Albert and Fernand Mailhot, sisters: Alexina
Hamann, Blanche Cloutier, Marie Anne Rancourt (husband KIA WWII) Solange
Mailhot, and Yvette Mailhot. After WWII, Wilfrid Jr. married Leona A. Dutil who
lived at 141 Bartlett St. Lewiston. They purchased a home on 29 Tampa St, next to
the former ‘Lewiston Lumber Co.’ They had three children; Suzanne (named after
her grandmother Mailhot), Denis and Claude.

“Bill” as he was called, worked most of his life at the Pepperell Mill until his
retirement (Lewiston “The Bleachery” & Dye Works). Pepperell provided

finishing operations for associated Lewiston mills.

He was drafted in the Army late in WWII and spent nearly all his active duty in
Paris, France:

¢ August 24, 1943 — Drafted into the Army

%+ March 4, 1944 — Came home on furlough

L)

% March 9, 1944 — engaged to Leona Dutil

L)

¢+ March 12, 1944 — When back to Camp Philippy

¢+ March 31, 1944 — Received a postcard with A.P.O. 79 c/o Post Office in
New York
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Denls malthot of Auhum tusns to a picture of his father, Willrld Maithot Jr., while looking through aibums he put
together of family who fought duting wWorid War | #nd Worid war (.

Denis Mailhot compiled a history from postcards
and letters written in Europe during World War I1

Denis Maithot of Auburn has done
extenstve research on Elisee Dutl), the
“uncic that I ncver met.”

BY STEVESHEHLOCK
SUN JOURNAL

lIsee Dutll sent postcards
E home to his family in Lew-

iston as often as he could
during his nearly three years of
sorvice in Burope during World
Warll.

Written in cursive French, tha
posteards revesl the life of an
American soldier on the frent
s,

Dutil saw his first sction i the
Norih Afris campaign, His divi-
slon touk part in the invasion of Sic-

IIy. He was on the beschhead 91 An
7o, Italy, Once Rome was captured,
he shifted to seuthern Fraties and
narched toward Germany'

Dultil, who was wounded on
throv separate eccasions and ro
ceived the Purple Heart with Goid
Clusters, was fatally wountled at
Zwelbrucken. Germany. where
Allied {roops tinally sinashed pasl
the fumed SiegDed Line.

Hndied March 14, 1245, less than
two months before Gunnimy sur-
rendered.

Set MAILHOY Page /¢

MEMORIAL



X aNauion

MAILHOT

Conlinued front Page A1

His sister Leona (Dutil) Mall.
hot saveil every postcard. Sha
saved every photograph and ev.
ery letter. She cut out and saved
every newspaper clipping. She
and other family members even
saved every military document
voncerning the Dutil uird Maflhot
families, who lived nexi door te
euch other in the sume apartnient
building at 141 and 143 Bartlett St.
In Lewiston

Denis Mailhot, Leona's son and
Ellsev’s nophew, has compiled that
vast treasure Into two hage bind:
ers documenting the service re-
vords of his Dutil wid Mailhot rela.
tlves from World War I, Word War
11 and ending with his service in
the Navy during the Vietnam War

~This is veally precious,” Mall:
hot, a retirod binker. said “When
1 started assenihling this stuff Fhad
noidea how telailisd H wus. ™

Much of the second binder focus-
€3 an his unclo Elisen Dutil. Born
in Lewlston in 1914, Ellsec was
raised on Bartlatt Streot. attended
St. Pelet’s School, worked af Butes
Manufscturlng and worshiped up
the street at SS Peter wnd Poud Par'
ish. now the basflica. The Catholic
church was an hinportant part of
his family’s life. Jc belonged to the
church choli and e French male
choral soclety.

At age 22 {n 1842. he enlisted in
the Armiy. Oncnewsaper clipping
shows Elisee withother reczults in
lront of the past nilice

~They would take the picture In
front of the post office, than gat on
the bus and away they wuent,” Mul)-
hat 83id. “The guys got on the bus
and had no idea what's golng to
happen for the next two tv threv
yeors.”

After training a1 Fort Mcade in
Maryland. Flisee arrived I n F.ng-
land by ship in January 1943. Ho
was soon deployed to North At-ica.
He was wounded the fiyst time dur-
ing the Invaslon of Siclly. e suf-
fered a second wound In early 1944
during the Battle of Anzio on the
coast of Italy.

\hile on the benchhead at An
zio. Elisee wrote a 40-line poem/
prayer, “My Crucifix,” and rledi.
caled it tothe nwen in Ui foxholes.

Many vears luter, the Rev. Mike
Koprowski, who was {ha Ariny
chupialn for the Thind Infantry DI
vision, confirmed 1o Mailhot in a
letter that he was In uiie of the fox-
holes on Anzin beach when Flisee
wruto the poem, He added that ihe
pocm was later printed on a prayer
card with Elisce’s nonieas author.

1t was the existence of that o
em and {amli¥'s strong Catholfc
wbbritging that spsrked Dents
Mailhot's passion to becone an o
dainnd deaon

SUN JOURNAL « MONDAY, MAY 25, 20290

“My Crucifix”

By Elisee A, Dutil

A litte crucifix,

As ptain os it can be,

tut only God m HHeaven knuws
How desr it s tome

1§ hawe it AlWAYS with ina,
i evary siep | take,

At cvening when | shimber.
Al mofning when | awake.

In bright or cloudy weather,
I snstine or i ran

in happlnessor soerow.

in pleaswe or In pain.

It heips me in nyy stngdes,
1L reproves me wien | s,
fis io0k o gantie pavence
Rebiakos die strife widin

n Says of par and dnguish,
The greatest Help | knew
WWas 0 haid that lirde crucifix
Until | caimer grew,

Ang loking on trat Figure,
Which Inmg in patience these,
i saw the dreadful torture
Which He, in Lave, dirf hear.

s feet A% naded together,
1i1s fovng arms outspread.

And 0400 & GroppIng Slowty
dowai

From His thom-crowned Hedd.

And how could | then Murmis,
Or bilterty compain,

When ove foi me inouced Him
TO UNGCRO such on?

So when the tme dowroachts
Thar | shuit bove (o die,

1 hope thut Moe crucix

wiil clese Leston me le,

That the tioly Name ol Jesus
May D@ 1l Last 1hA? | SAAE Say,
Ang kissing that dear CrugHix
My soul may pass away'

Message from the Division Commander

AaJ Gen. John W O Dasvel

On (/ns Mevnonal D8y of 1945, the TRira DVION renMmoers you for the
connibution you have nixk? v Armrka o okl 12 stonds for ki the fost of

These tings sre DALG Lo LNCOrSIANd, it I & War SUCh as (NS one
where the gain to b hod was se great arxd the destricton of the evil
force so necassary, great sacafice was inevitabie

V9w dre Iving know that the SuCcess of the DSIN and o awn

very CASIONCe s due (Nainly Lo those who unselfishly gave they 5/os in

hattie. This Malzation wifl be with us Saays.

Now-tnat the Germaan Amy (S destroysd, you can wek (aes pioixd that

tirough your £1081 o bution, 2Ur n3toI May Ive as u:1enced, At
and goodness.

freedon:

As Oivision Conrander of the Third Division, | Speak from the bottom
of niy hean for 3K of us wiken ¢ S3y bE 0f 00T ChEer and be ever proud
tnet his sacnifice makes it POSS/IE for Our Country to de greut and free

lorever

While in linly, Elisce run inta his
cousin and nexl-loor neikhbor Do-
nut Muilhot. There are s couple of
photes in the hinderof that hrief re-
uniog

Ellsee then accontpanied the
Third Infautry Divislen to seuth
¢ France to begin the {1nal push
into Germany. During a florea bat
tle after crossing the Geyman bor-
der nepr Zwelhrucken, shrapnel
from an artillery shell stheck noar

Elisee’s pusltion, wounding him
for a third time. He never recov:
cred (ewin those serious wounds.

Famlly lore says his mother.
Otily, who liad died in Lewislon a
month earlier, had secn Elisee sul-
ferenough

“Because hv was wounded threo
tines.” Mallhot said. “il was al
way's satd that she canie back to get
f:er son.”

Ellsee was originally buried in

Frauce, A yoar laler, his father, Al
phonse, pald to have his body ex-
humed and sent back home to be
buried at the family plot at $t. Pe-
ter’s Cemetery. His name is includ-
1:d on the now granite stone placed
in Veterans®' Memorial Park in
1ewiston

1n addition o Elisve's story. tuld
in letters. postcards, pictureas and
docutnents. the two binders cuim-
piled by Masilhot contain the his-
tory of his grandfathers, Wilfrid
Mullhot and Alphunse Dutil. In
World War 1 aud thelrsons, includ.
ing Ellsce ond Denis” tather, Wit
{rid Mailhol .)5., who all feught in
World War

All of the photos are documented
nnd a serles of photos show a pic
torial history ef Paris in the mid
1440s. The criginal documents in
clude the actual letter informing
his relatives of Ellsee’s death

My mother died 13 years agn,*
Mailhot suid. “1 dug out all the stut?
that she had saved. That’s whon !
decided Ihat this has to be ncord-
ed. I want my children and my
Ksandcliildren o go ilirwugh this
oneday.”

‘Tha higgest challenge was de-
clphering the postcards, writ-
ten in cursive French with lines
squeczed together to it as much
as possible an them. Maithot
rcached out to the University of
Southern Mulue Franco-Ameri.
can Coltection i1 Iewislon and a
French tcacher at Edward Little
High Schoof.

“It was difiicult They were hard
to vead,” said Doris Bellsle-Bon-
neu, a hoard memboer of the Eran
co cullection. “When you read
tham aloud it was interesiing pick-
ing up the phonetic expressions
The themes consisted of belonging
and family. That kind of saciness of
being su faraway.”

Sath Goodwin und his French 1V
class at Exdward Little Hixh Schoo)
in Auburn picked away at the
projecl foru couple ufmonths try
ing to translate the postcards end
newspaper cilppings lrom the e
Messenger, a Prench newspaper
hased i Lewlston. The 18 students
worked in tecams to decipher the
varlous writings.

The stidents. nol much yonng
er than Elisec was when he went
to war. ware touched hy ail that he
went through overseas, “learning
about the combhat experlence ant
the many tours thut be did, putting
his life on hold far his country,”
Gocdwin said

The USM Franco-Amerlcan Col.
lection plans to digitize the two
biiklers for {heir archives.

“What's unique abnut thls Is the
wrltlen langunge.” Belisle Bun
neauw sald. “The writing of these is
atypical. It was a heartielt effort to
cuminuaicate. The prople whore
ceiver these cards could fecl the
nngxt and theloneltess
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POSTCARDS FROM THE FRONT
LINES

Denis Mailhot compiled a history from postcards and
letters written in Europe during World War 11
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DARYN SLOVER/SUN JOURNAL
Denis Mailhot of Auburn turns to a picture of his father, Wilfrid Mailhot Jr.,

while looking through albums he put together of family who fought during
World War I and World War II.

https://newspaper.sunjournal.com/html5/reader/production/default.aspx?pubname=&pubid=680aa4ce... 5/25/2020
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Denis Mailhot of Auburn has done extensive research on Elisee Dutil, the
“uncle that I never met.”

BY STEVE SHERLOCK
SUN JOURNAL

Elisee Dutil sent postcards home to his
family in Lewiston as often as he could
during his nearly three years of service in
Europe during World War II.

Written in cursive French, the postcards
reveal the life of an American soldier on
the front lines.

Dutil saw his first action in the North

Africa campaign. His division took part in

the invasion of Sicily. He was on the

beachhead at Anzio, Italy. Once Rome

was captured, he shifted to southern France and marched toward Germany.

Dutil, who was wounded on three separate occasions and received the Purple Heart
with Gold Clusters, was fatally wounded at Zweibrucken, Germany, where Allied
troops finally smashed past the famed Siegfried Line.

He died March 18, 1945, less than two months before Germany surrendered.

His sister Leona (Dutil) Mailhot saved every postcard. She saved every photograph

and every letter. She cut out and saved every newspaper clipping. She and other
https://newspaper.sunjournal.com/html5/reader/production/default.aspx?pubname=&pubid=680aadce... 5/25/2020
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Mailhot families, who lived next door to each other in the same apartment building at
141 and 143 Bartlett St. in Lewiston.

Denis Mailhot, Leona’s son and Elisee’s nephew, has compiled that vast treasure into
two huge binders documenting the service records of his Dutil and Mailhot relatives
from World War I, Word War II and ending with his service in the Navy duringthe
Vietnam War.

“This is really precious,” Mailhot, a retired banker, said. “When I started assembling
this stuff I had no idea how detailed it was.”

Much of the second binder focuses on his uncle Elisee Dutil. Born in Lewiston in
1919, Elisee was raised on Bartlett Street, attended St. Peter’s School, worked at
Bates Manufacturing and worshiped up the street at SS Peter and Paul Parish, now
the basilica. The Catholic church was an important part of his family’s life. He
belonged to the church choir and a French male choral society.

At age 22 in 1942, he enlisted in the Army. One newspaper clipping shows Elisee
with other recruits in front of the post office.

“They would take the picture in front of the post office, then get on the bus and away
they went,” Mailhot said. “The guys got on the bus and had no idea what’s going to
happen for the next two to three years.”

After training at Fort Meade in Maryland, Elisee arrived in England by ship in
January 1943. He was soon deployed to North Africa.

He was wounded the first time during the invasion of Sicily. He suffered a second
wound in early 1944 during the Battle of Anzio on the coast of Italy.

While on the beachhead at Anzio, Elisee wrote a 40-line poem/ prayer, “My
Crucifix,” and dedicated it to the men in the foxholes.

Many years later, the Rev. Mike Koprowski, who was the Army chaplain for the
Third Infantry Division, confirmed to Mailhot in a letter that he was in one of the
foxholes on Anzio beach when Elisee wrote the poem. He added that the poem was
later printed on a prayer card with Elisee’s name as author.

It was the existence of that poem and family’s strong Catholic upbringing that
sparked Denis Mailhot’s passion to become an ordained deacon.

While in Italy, Elisee ran into his cousin and next-door neighbor Donat Mailhot.
There are a couple of photos in the binder of that brief reunion.

Elisee then accompanied the Third Infantry Division to southern France to begin the

final nuch inta Germanv NMrinag a fierce hattle aftar rraccinag the (Garman harder near

https://newspaper.sunjournal.com/htmlS/reader/production/default.aspx?pubname=&pubid=680aadce... 5/25/2020
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him for a third time. He never recovered from those serious wounds.

Family lore says his mother, Odile, who had died in Lewiston a month earlier, had
seen Elisee suffer enough.

“Because he was wounded three times,” Mailhot said, “it was always said that she
came back to get her son.”

Elisee was originally buried in France. A year later, his father, Alphonse, paid to have
his body exhumed and sent back home to be buried at the family plot at St. Peter’s
Cemetery. His name is included on the new granite stone placed in Veterans’
Memorial Park in Lewiston.

In addition to Elisee’s story, told in letters, postcards, pictures and documents, the
two binders compiled by Mailhot contain the history of his grandfathers, Wilfrid
Mailhot and Alphonse Dutil, in World War I and their sons, including Elisee and
Denis’ father, Wilfrid Mailhot Jr., who all fought in World War II.

All of the photos are documented and a series of photos show a pictorial history of
Paris in the mid- 1940s. The original documents include the actual letter informing
his relatives of Elisee’s death.

“My mother died 12 years ago,” Mailhot said. “I dug out all the stuff that she had
saved. That’s when I decided that this has to be recorded.

I want my children and my grandchildren to go through this one day.”

The biggest challenge was deciphering the postcards, written in cursive French with
lines squeezed together to fit as much as possible on them. Mailhot reached out to the
University of Southern Maine Franco-American Collection in Lewiston and a French
teacher at Edward Little High School.

“It was difficult. They were hard to read,” said Doris Belisle-Bonneau, a board
member of the Franco collection. “When you read them aloud it was interesting
picking up the phonetic expressions.

The themes consisted of belonging and family. That kind of sadness of being so far
away.”

Seth Goodwin and his French IV class at Edward Little High School in Aubumn
picked away at the project for a couple of months trying to translate the postcards and
newspaper clippings from the Le Messenger, a French newspaper based in Lewiston.
The 13 students worked in teams to decipher the various writings.

The students, not much younger than Elisee was when he went to war, were touched

hv all that he went thranah nverceac “learnina ahnnt the ramhat evnerience and the

https://newspaper.sunjournal.com/htmlS/reader/production/default.aspx?pubname=&pubid=680aa4dce... 5/25/2020
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The USM Franco-American Collection plans to digitize the two binders for their
archives.

“What’s unique about this is the written language,” Belisle-Bonneau said. “The

writing of these is atypical. It was a heartfelt effort to communicate. The people who
received these cards could feel the angst and the loneliness.”

https://newspaper.sunjournal.com/html5/reader/production/default.aspx?pubname=&pubid=680aa4dce... 5/25/2020
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“My Crucifix”

BY ELISEE A. DUTIL

A little crucifix, As plain as it can be, But
only God in Heaven knows How dear it is
to me.

I have it always with me, In every step I
take; At evening when I slumber, At
morning when I awake.

In bright or cloudy weather, In sunshine or
in rain; In happiness or sorrow, In pleasure
or in pain.

It helps me in my struggles, It reproves me
when I sin; Its look of gentle patience Rebukes the strife within.

In days of pain and anguish, The greatest Help I knew Was to hold that little crucifix
Until I calmer grew;

And looking on that Figure, Which hung in patience there, I saw the dreadful torture
Which He, in Love, did bear.

His feet are nailed together, His loving arms outspread, And blood is dropping slowly
down From His thorn-crowned Head.

And how could I then murmur, Or bitterly complain, When love for me induced Him
To undergo such pain?

So when the time approaches That I shall have to die, I hope that little crucifix Will
close beside me lie;

That the Holy Name of Jesus May be the last that I shall say, And kissing that dear
crucifix My soul may pass away.

Message from the Division Commander

Maj. Gen. John W. O’Daniel
https://newspaper.sunjournal.com/html5/reader/production/default.aspx?pubname=&pubid=680aadce... 5/25/2020
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contribution you have made to America and all it stands for in the lost of your loved
ones.

These things are hard to understand, but in a war such as this one where the gain to be
had was so great and the destruction of the evil force so necessary, great sacrifice was
inevitable.

We who are living know that the success of the Division and our own very existence
is due mainly to those who unselfishly gave their lives in battle. This realization will
be with us always.

Now that the German Amny is destroyed, you can well feel proud that through your
great contribution, our nation may live as intended, in freedom and goodness.

As Division Commander of the Third Division, I speak from the bottom of my heart

for all of us when I say be of good cheer and be ever proud that his sacrifice makes it
possible for our country to be great and free forever.

https://newspaper.sunjournal.com/htmlS/reader/production/default.aspx ?pubname=& pubid=680aadce... 5/25/2020









WORLD WAR II SERVICE METAL
INSCRIBED
“United States of America 1941 — 1945”
“Freedom from Fear and Want”

“Freedom of Speech and Religion”




SOLDIER OF THE RAINBOW
«For the NEW Rainbow Soldier — 42™ Infantry Division”

Brigadier General Harry J. Collins, Division Commander

Wilfrid Mailhot’s Boot-Camp Training Manual

A2l Div.

RANBOW SLOIER
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SERVICE PRAYER BOOK

”For Catholic Soldiers, Sailors and Marines”
Published by
The National Headquarters of the Holy Name Society

141 East 65" Street, New York City
Copyright 1941

T Francis J. Spellman, D.D. Archbishop of New York
Military Vicar

Imprimatur

T Samual A. Stritch, Archiepiscopus Chicagiensis,
3 Setem., 1941

Wilfrid Mailhot




Wilfrid S. Mailhot, Jr.

“England”
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Wilfrid S. Mailhot, Jr.

“U.S. Army General Hospital”
New York, New York
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Wilfrid S. Mailhot, Jr.

“Camp Phillip KXansas”
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Wilfrid S. Mailhot, Jr.

“‘Camp Gruber, Oklahoma”™

The outbreak of the Second World Warin Europe in September 1939 prompted
President Franklin D. Roosevelt to declare a limited national emergency on September
8 and step up military preparedness efforts. By June 1940 Congressional measures had
augmented the federal budget for construction of arms and munitions plants, coastal
defenses, and military training camps and expansion of existing bases. In 1939 the
nation's armed forces numbered only 200,000, but plans for a six-million-man army had
been made.

Camp Gruber is an Oklahoma Army National Guard (OKARNG) training facility
used for Training of OKARNG soldiers. It covers a total of 87 square miles (230 km?).
The base is named after Brigadier General Edmund L. Gruber, a noted artillery officer
and the original composer of the U.S. Field Artillery March, the source for the Army's
official song, "The Army Goes Rolling Along". Camp Gruber is located near Braggs,
Oklahoma in the Cookson Hills, about 14 miles (23 km) southeast of Muskogee,
Oklahoma. /2!
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Wilfrid S. Mailhot, Jr.

“France”
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Wilfrid S. Mailhot, Jr.

“Family & Misc.”
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Photoa by Lamamme.

|IENGAGED—)iss Lenna Dutnl and Prwate Wilfrid S. Mailhot
whose engagement is being annonnced today.

Mr. and Mrs. " Alphonse Dulil of
141 Bartlett Street, Lewiston, an-
nounce the engagement - of their
dmli‘)ter Leona, to Pvi. Wilind S.
Mailhot, son 4of Wilfrid S. Mailhot,
of 153 Bartlett Street, Lewiston.

Miss Dutil was graduated Irom
St. Peter's School and Lewiston

H h School. She i1s employed at the

ce of the Central Distributors
Inc of Oxford Street, Lewiston. She

To Pvt. Wilfrid S. Mailhot
Leona Dutil Engaged

is a meniber of the Art Patronage

Club and the GIM Club.
Private Mailhot
Peter's School and was graduated

from Robert Business College, Be-

fore entering the service in August

1943 he was employved at the South

Portland Shipyard. He is now over-
seas..

No date has been set for the wed-
"ding.,

Mlle I:EON.\ I)‘b'.l.‘l'[a

M. et Mme Alphonse Dutll ‘de 141 rue Bsrtlei;t annoncent 1e‘sf'
ui soldat Wiltrid S.

tiancallles de leur fille, l.éona,
de M. Wilfrid Mailhot, de 153
mée de la Lewiston High et

Elle fait partie du Pa!ronaz,e\.d

ue

Elle est employée au bureau de Central Distributors Inc.,
‘Le soldat Mailhot a fait ses études & 1'école St-Pierre ot a été
dipldmé du college commercial Robert. C
il travaillait aux chantiers marit
11 est préseu{ement' an Camp Phillips, K:msus-, ..lans lln-

ford.

mée, au mofs 1943,
Portland.

M. wnmn:w-‘a. MAILHOT

afthot Jr, fils
,Bartlett. Mlle Dutll a été diplo-

uxs supérieur de 1'école St-Pierre.
 Beaux-Arts et du G, L M. Club.

‘rue’ Ox-

Avant son départ pour l'ar-
tmes de South

fanterie, La dale du mariage I'a pas. 6té fixge.

! _ A Tans

e .
$ - | N T A ey

atfended  St.




WILFRID S!MAILHOT JR

TFO you who answered the call of your

country and Served in its Armed
Forces to bring about the total defeat of
the enemy, I extend the heartfelt thanks of
a grateful Nation. Asoneof the Nation’s
Jfinest, you undertook the most severe
task one can be called upon to perform.
Because you demonstrated the forti-
tude, resourcefulness and calm judgment
necessary to carry out that task, we now
look to you for leadership and example
in further exalting our country in peace.

B G

THE WHITE HOUSE
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PHonorable Mischarqe
Sha i Mo //w»////}l Mol

WILFRID S MAILHOT JR 31 398 257 TECHNICIAN FIFTH GRADE

Company I 313th Infentry Regiment
Avmy of the United States
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ENLISTED RECORD AND REPORT OF SEPARATION

HONORABLE

DISCHARGE

}. LASTNAME -~FIBST NAKE —MIDDLE INITIAL

MAILHOT, WILFRID S JR

2. ARMY SERIAL NO.

31 398 257

3. GRADE

Tec 5

4. ARM OR SEZRVICE

Inf

5. COMPONENT

AUS

& onumznloln COmpany I
1%th Infantry Regiment

7. DATE OF SEPANATION

31 Mar 46

8. PLACE OF SEPARATION

Sep Ce

nter Ft Devens Mass

9. FLWMANENT ADDRESS FOR MAILING PURPOSES Androscoggln
153 Bartlett St

Lewlston Me

10. DATE OF BIRTH

25 Dec 12

1§, PLACE OF BIRTH

Lewiston Me

See 9

12, ALURESS FROM WHICH EMPLOYMENT WILL BE SOUGHT

13, COLOR EYES

Blue

Rk Br

14, COLOR HAIR

15, HEIGHT

5-8

16, WEIGHT

145 Los.

17. NO. DEPEND,

0

RACE 19, MARITAL STATUS >0. U.S. CITIZEN 21. CIVILIAN OCCUPATION AND NO,
WHITE | NECRO [OTHER{ L SIN E| MARRIE OTHER Pl iy YES NO g
i e e i i i - - Ship Fitter 5-17.230
MILITARY HISTORY

22. DATE OF INDUCTION

3 Aug 43

23. DATE OF ENLISTNENT

24. DATEO7 EXTRY INTO ACTIVE SERVICE

24 Aug 43

23,

PLACE OF ENTRY INTO SERVICE

Portland Me

SELECTVIVE

28.

REGISTIRED

SERVICE
DATA

B>

vES

NO

X

27. LOCAL §.5. BOARD KO,

2

28. COUNTY AND STATE

Androscoggin

Me 3ee 9

29. HOME ADDRE3SS AT TIMEZ OF ENTRY INTO SERVICE

30. MILITARY OCCUPATIONAL SPECIALTY AND NO,

Postal Clerk 056

RILITARY QUALIFICATION AND DATE ( §.¢., {2U/@ntry, aviation and marksmanship badges, etc.)

SS Rifle Combat Infantrymaen Badge

32. BATTLES AND CAMPAIGNS

Normandy

3). DECORATIONS AND CITATIONS

Good Conduct Medal
EM&MMM&M@ Ribbon

34. WOUNDS RECEIVED IN ACTION

Victory Medal

none
3s. LATEST IMBUNIZATION DATES 38, SERVICE OUTSIDE CONTINENTAL U, S. AND RETURN
SMALLPOX TYPHOID TETANUS OTHER (specify) DATE OF DEPARTURE DESTINATION DATE OF ARRIVAL

14Marl6

5Dechy

Tvp 28Dec45

2Seph3

TOTAL LENGTH OF SERVICE

38. HIGHEST GRADE HELD

CONTINENTAL SE

RVICE

FOREIGN SERVICE

YEARS MONTHS

0 | T

DAYS

18

YEARS

i

MONTHS

14

DAYS

20

Tec 5

39, PRIOK SERVICE

none

Freee
ST

ISSHED BY THE VETERAHS ADMINISTRAT
ANY GUARANTY OR INSURANCE BENEFIT

TApril
18Marl6

L‘u'

ETO

TITIE &t
R TITLE &

16Apri4
26Mari46

IEQUERT OF
anci’S READ-

TSRS ENENDED;

10 FRE FERSUY TG+

Belo)s =R

40 REASON AND AUTHORITY FOR SEFARATICN INAT RAT B& ATAILADLE
CONV_OF THE GOV'T AR 615-365 rR1 " "‘Bﬁﬁﬁ‘ﬁi"ﬁff&tﬁb ! o= 4

s il s I

PAY

DATA

LOoRGEVITY FOR

<3

PAY Pumroses

‘4

MuUsTERING OUT PAY

435,00LDIER DEPOBITS

i
!émss

B

300 |

THIS PAYMENT

s 100

46, TRAVEL PAY

I8 5. br#

47, TOTAL AMOUNT, NAME OF DISBURSING OFFICER

72=/ Mep 46|

Vou3

INSURANCE

NOTICE

__E A NYQUIST Major FD_

1MPORTANT

¥ PREMIUM 18 NOT PAID WHEN DUE OR WITHIN THIRTY-ONE DAYS THEREAFTKR INSURANCE WILL LAPSE, MAKE CHECKS OR MONEY ORDERS PAYABLE
TO THE TREASURER OF THE U, 3, A C.

ND FORWARD TO COLLECTIONS

48,

KIND OF INSURANCE T 49

HOW PAID

Nat. Berv. I'E?s. am.| None ' Allotmact

Direct to
Y. Al

30, Effectiva Oste of Mo

mant u.maunnm

o

SUBDIVISION, VETERANS ADMINISTRATION, WASHINGTON, 25, D,
BL  Dato of uu Premlum Ogs | 52. PREMIUM DUE | 53. INTENTION OF VETERAN TO
{One month aftor 50) EACH MONTH Comtl lf‘ Only l DA
s T.20 X s

34,

INIHd GWAHL IHOM

ss,

Issued Lapel
ERC 3 Aug 43

ASR Score 2 Sept 45

REMARKS ( This space for completion of above items or entry of other itoms

Button
to 23 Aug 43
7

ddﬁﬂ?&ﬁu

READJU rT"P‘IT A
PUBLIC Law #
MADE THROUGH

) FOR I

LﬂVANCE

AGO FORM B3

November 1944

.83 Thi,
W,

S6. SIGNATURE OF PERSON BEING SEPARATED

form supersedes /all previous editions of
AGO Forms §3 d 55 for enlisted persons
entitled to an Hehorable Discharge,

g

$7. PERSONNEL OFFicer (Twp¥ ndme, grgde

M L CARLETON I

which

will not be used after receipt of this revision,



'BOARDS ONE AND TWO—The two Lewiston
Boards sent selectees Tuesday morning to Dev-
ens, with a total of 48 men leaving. The top
photo is of Board 1 and the men are: (Front
row, left to right) Leonard E. Bilodeau, Romeo
L. Michaud, Sewall C. Strout, Lionel Jacques,
1Clinton X. Knowlton, Lewis A. Hunnewell, Ed-
ward A. Harkins, Louis P. Michaud. Robert J.
Begin, Lorenzo E. Rouillard, Armand W. Bou-
chard, Robert R. Ruel, ¥rancis J. Gilbert, Ro-
meo T. Begin. Acting Corporal Norman E.
Whitten is standing in front. Second row: Er-
nest S. Pelletier, Linn E. Joy, Merle 5. Wilbur,
Raymond P. Rush, Albert P, Cote, Arthur J.
Paraskevalos, Williagn P. Hodsdoun, George A.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 24, 1943

. ol
o | b
§

Larchian, Bertrand Leveque, Guy E. Fitasim-
mons, Louis P. Delisle, Everett G. Leonard.
Back row: Joseph A. Poulin, Wesley H. Rey-
nolds.

for the group from Board Two, and he is shown

Normand J. Bertrand was acting corporal

in the lower photo standing in front of the se- |

lectees. From left to right: Dominique P. Tur-
menne, Rudolphe Roderigue, Wilfred S. Mail-

hot, Marcel E. Moore, llarry E. Nadeau, Pat- |

rick M. Dube, Omer R. Champagne, Lionel
Voisine, Armand W. Bouchard, Conrad A. Ri-
vard, George L. Poisson. Wilfred L. Mercier,
Maurice Lagasse, Robert L. Turcotte, Harry L.

Strout, Leon J. Therriault, George J. Gaud-

reau,

S ———— &
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WWII - U.S. Army

Raymond Dutil

Ray is Denis Mailhot’s uncle and his mother Leona’s brother. He
married Rita Cloutier who was Dr. Wilfrid Cloutier’s sister.
(Dr. Cloutier was a St. Mary Hospital surgeon for decades)



Mlle RITA CLOUTIER M. RAYMOND-A. DUTIL

M. et Mme Amédée Cloutler, de 19 avenue Iibby, annoncent les |
fiancailles de leur fille, Rita, au soldat Raymond-A. Dutil, fils de
M. et.Mme Alphonse Dutil, de 141 rue Bartlett. Mille Cloutler a eté
diplémée de la Lewiston High en 1942 et est préseatement employéu
au bureau de l'agence Thomas C. White. Elle fait partie du Fover
Musical. Le soldat Dutil a fait 3es études aux écoles locales. Il

‘étalt membre de 1’'Orphéon et du club Montagnard. Avant son cntrée

dans le service 11 était employé A la division locaie de la Pepperell”
Mfg. Co. Il est présentement statlonné au Camp Breckinridge,
Kentucky. La date du mariage n'a pas été fixée.










¥ Cherry Street Bridge and Skyline. Toledo. Ohio Muskogee Division of Spartan School of Aeronautics, Inc., Muskogee, Okla.

s . RN 187518

POSY OFFICE AND FEDERAL COURT RbUSE . MUSKOGEE, OKLAHOMA
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Ships taxying down to take off. They're =
headed out for practice fields, which are used
to relieve the traffic burden here on Hatbox
Field. Most of them have gone and the
traific you see i yather light. Tradfic pat-
terns are flown with teamwork and precision. | *
Timing, anticipation. and relative speed sense \
besides precision and co-ordination make for \&
good traffic flying. By the time these boys ¥
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WWII - U.S. NAVY

Seaman First Class
Romeo Gerard Turgeon

TEwy
---------

F
-1 a-m
Ll
LLLS
LLL]
LLL]
wnw
L L]
LLL]
L
v

1130

=
i
e
1)
&
S



C715836

//// 7, // /////// /////

Romeo Gerard TURG" a0 I
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Raymond Violette

Romeo Turgeon’s brother-in-law and Muriel Turgeon’s brother;
Jeanne Turgeon-Mailhot’s uncle
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