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The State of the Movement

By Darlene Huntress, Public Policy Director

As we move into a new national electoral season, it is hard to believe that just four
years ago our community endured devastating losses in the 2004 elections. Anti-
LGBT state constitutional amendments were passed in eleven states. President Bush,
who favored a federal amendment to the U.S. constitution to ban marriage and openly
campaigned on that issue, was re-elected.

Fast forward four years. In less than a year from now, the most anti-LGBT presi-
dent we’ve ever had will be out of office. Presidential candidates are no longer running
away from LGBT issues, but publicly addressing them head on. Four years later, we've
climbed our way back and the state of our movement is robust and healthy.

We can celebrate that 1n towns, cities and states across the nation, 2007 was a his-
toric year for pro-LGBT legislation—in fact, collectively, it was our best year ever.
And with three states—Connecticut, Towa and California—having pending court
cases that could end marriage discrimination, it 1s clear that the momentum for LGBT
equality has shifted in a very positive way.

Legislative Advancements

Recognizing that LGBT youth need better protection against harassment, four
states—Iowa, New Jersey, Maryland and California—passed laws to combat bullying
and harassment of our young people.

Although Congress failed- to pass a national trans-inclusive employment non-
discrimination bill, three states enacted statewide trans-inclusive nondiscrimination
laws—Ilowa, Colorado and Oregon. Twenty other cities and towns passed nondis-
crimination ordinances, 19 of which included protections on the basis of gender iden-
tity and expression. Two states—New Jersey and Vermont—went back and added
gender identity protections to their non-discrimination laws.

(continued on page 13)

Over 500 people nurned out
for  EqualityMaine’s  24th
Annual Awards Dimer on
March 8. See pages 8-10 for
photos  and  sponsorship
recognition.  Enjoving  the
reception before the dinner
are (L to R) Dan Conley,
Tim Hadke, David Cox, and
David Cohan.
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Communications Coordinator Hired

I n February, EqualityMaine hired Mary Phillips-Sandy as its first Communications Co-
ordinator, filling an essential role of communicating the organization’s work to the
media and general public.

Her experience in non-profit communications began
i 1997, when she co-founded the Maine International
Film Festival in Waterville. Although Mary was only a
junior in college at the time, she was responsible for writ-
ing the festival’s press releases, responding to media in-
quities, and creating content for the program guide and
other marketing matertals. Last summer she helped MIFF
place its first-ever blog ads, which meant collaborating
with a web designer to create images, working within a
budget, and gathering ad performance statistics.

Mary currently writes for Vault and Comedy Central’s
Indecision 2008 blog. She was recently employed as a free-
lance eCampaign writer at M+R Strategic Services in New
York, a communications firm that serves national non-
profit clients. She wrote and edited copy for several clients
including Human Rights Campaign, Common Cause,
League of Conservation Voters, Human Rights First,
Smithsonian Institution and Gay Men’s Health Crisis.

Two years ago, Mary served as Development Direc-
tor at American Booksellers Foundation for Free Expression and recently co-founded
RuinedMusic.com. She has also written for Mertomix New York, the Zagat Survey, By,
Time Out New York, Lost Magazine, asap @ the Associated Press, University of Chicago
Magazine, and Proto Magasine.

Mary was born and raised i Maine, currently resides in New York City and 1s mov-
ing to Portland in July. Until July, she is working remotely from her laptop in the city.

Mary  Philips-Sandv  joins
EqualitvMaine as its first ever
Communications Coordinator.

New Initiative Generates Resources

M assEquality and Gay & Lesbian Advocates & Defenders (GLAD) have teamed
up to help generate increased resources for New England states carrying out
public education campaigns on marriage. Dan Cohen, one of MassEquality’s political
consultants over the last several years, 1s one way in which EqualityMaine is benefit-
ing from this new initiative.

Dan was mstrumental in buﬂd1ng MassEquality’s capacity to influence important
electoral races in Massachusetts. The
result of those efforts culminated on
June 14, 2007, when seventy-five per-
cent of Massachusetts legislators voted
to defeat an attempt to send a consti-
tutional amendment on marriage out
to voters.

Dan will be working with Equality-
Maine over the next several months as
we complete our 3 year of a 3-year
public education campaign on
marriage. ®

Political consultant Dan Cohen will be

working with EqualityMaine on  its
public education campaign on marrioge.




Adoptions in Maine: Telling Their Stories

By Mary Phillips-Sandy, Consmunications Coordinator

cross Maine, gay and lesbian couples—and their fami-

lies and friends—are celebrating the 2007 decision al-
lowing same-sex couples to jointly adopt in the state. Be-
sides providing meaningful legal protections for parents and
children, the new law upholds the idea that families of all
kinds deserve equality.

Do vou have an adoption story you'd like to share?
Email us at info@equalitymaine.org.

Marilyn Kirby & Ann Courtney

Marilyn Kirby and Ann Courtney were plaintiffs in the
landmark case that made Maine the 29th state to allow joint
and second parent adoptions for same-sex couples. Both
licensed foster parents, they were united with Ryan (age 4
months) and Michelle (age 4) in 2001. Then Ann and
Marilyn decided to make Ryan and Michelle a permanent
part of their family.

“During the adoption process, we insisted that the
home study be done the same as for any other couple,” Ann
says. At a subsequent DHHS meeting, “We explained that
we wanted to adopt the children as a couple because they
had been placed with us as a couple, they viewed both of us

Ten-year-old Michelle and
her  brother, 6-vear-old
Rvan, are the children who
won the right to be jointly
adopted by their foster par-
ents, Ann Courtney and
Marilvn Kirby, in the his-
toric 2007 ruling by
Maine’s Laow Court.

as their parents, that it was allowed under our interpretation
of the statute, and that it was the right thing to do.” DHHS
agreed to proceed with the joint adoption, which Ann and
Marilyn call “an historic moment.”

When the Probate Court denied their adoption petition,
the couple and their legal team appealed to the Maine Su-
preme Court. Although the legal proceedings were challeng-
ing, Ann and Marilyn say they remained hopeful that they
would prevail—and 1n August 2007 they did. Their adoption

was finalized in October. “I often look at Ryan and Michelle
and acknowledge the blessing Marilyn and I have had be-
stowed by becoming their legal parents,” says Ann. “As a
lawyer, 1 know it is important to make sure that any case of
first impression 1s the right one. I am so grateful that our
lawyers thought we were the right case.”

Charles Nero & Baltasar Fran-Moliner

Charles and Baltasar once thought the idea of having
children as a gay couple was “pie in the sky.” Although they
considered parenthood early 1n their relationship (which
began 24 years ago), in the 1980s it seemed impossible.
“Then in the late 1990s we started reading stories about
openly gay people who were adopting children,” Baltasar
says. Unfortunately, at several private agencies they con-
tacted, the couple encountered homophobia and racism.
“We lost placements to couples who were younger than us,
straighter than us, and whiter than us,” Charles says.

Charles Nero (R)
and Baltaser Fran-
Moliner show off
their newly adopted
son  Carlos. With
adoprion, Carlos is
eligible  for dual
Spanish citizenship
through  Baltaser,
who is Spanish.

An agency in Washington state that advertised to same-
sex couples put Chatles and Baltasar in touch with a similar
agency in Maryland. Carlos, their son, was born in 2006, and
the couple began adoption proceedings. Their attorney
alerted them to the fact that a joint adoption case was mov-

(continued on page 6)
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Sparaco Nominated as
District Judge _ Your Family. Home!

ormer EqualityMaine Board member Susan Sparaco

has been nominated by Governor Baldacci for a Dis-
trict Court judgeship. Her nomination was recently re-
viewed and ;1ppr0ved by the Legislature’s ]udiciary Com- committed to helping singles, partners and families in the GLBT community
mittee and now awaits Senate confirmation. If conﬁrmec_l, find a place fo call home! I understand your unique needs, concerns and
the appointment is for seven years.

Sue worked as a lawyer in Maine’s Attorney General’s
Office for more than 19 years, assigned to litigation and to buy or sell your first house or 15, T can help you navigate the process.
consumer protection divisions. She is a graduate of the
University of Maine and received her law degree from the

“As a Realtor® serving the greater Cumberland and York county areas, I am

expectations, so whether you're a life-long Mainer, or ‘from away,” looking

As a buyer and seller agent, I focus on education every step of the way,

University of Maine School of Law helping you understand your options and outcomes so you and your chosen
Sue served on the EqualityMaine Board of Directors family can make the best decisions. Call me today.”

for six years, from 1997 to 2003. In her resignation letter

she states:

“After several interesting and enriching years as a
member of the Board, I...need to step aside so
someone with more energy and vision than I have
these days can step up to the plate.

“I leave pleased to have watched this organization
transform itself from a loose band of activists to a
diverse, professional, and powerful voice for the
LGBT community. The changes and growth during
the last few years are too numerous to mention. ..

“I leave also having benefited by my association
with all of you. It has truly been a pleasurable, albeit
humbling, experience working with such dynamic
indtviduals. Thanks.”

Deborah A. Rutter
Associate Broker, REALTOR®

Accredited Buyer Representative (ABR)
Certified Negotiation Specialist (CNS)
Certified New Homes Specialist (CNHS)
Seniors Real Estate Council (SRES)
Member: Real Estate Buyer's Agent Council,
EqualityMaine, Human Rights Campaign, Rainbow
Business and Professional Association

COLDWELL

BANKER

Jane Lincoln (1), Susan Sparaco, and Linda Conti (R), all |
Sformer EqualityMaine board members, gather to congratulate | RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Susan on her appointment as District Court judge.
53 Baxter Blvd
Portland ME 04101

Sue put an enormous amount of time and personal re- SIS 507 5532150

sources into EqualityMaine during those growing years and Office : 207-773-1900
our success today can be attributed in great part to Sue and Fax: 207-774-1116
her fellow board members. We wish her the best of luck in E-mail: deborah.rutter@nemoves.com

her new endeavor as District Judge. ¢ MED: WIS MBES Corm
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Make YOUR Pledge for Equality!

Become a Sustaining Partner

When you become a Sustaining Partner, your monthly donation helps provide steady, reliable income
for EqualityMaine to respond quickly and effectively to disctimination and move Maine towards full equality.

$10 a month supports our campaign to generate 15,000 constituent-signed legislative postcards on full
equality for LGBT families. -

$15 a month supports our efforts to organize 65 educational events where we show and discuss our DVD
on marriage.

$25 a month supports our organizing of 78 in-district legislative meetings, where constituents talk one-on-
one with their legislators about equality.

$50 a month enables us to produce educational materials, such as fliers, brochures, and copies of our DVD
on marriage, for a wide variety of venues.

Become a Sustaining Partner today, and put your pledge to work for equality immediately.

< S ——
Sign me up as a Sustaining Partner! Please start charging my monthly contribution of:

O $10 O $15 O $25 3 $50 0 s

(Sustaining Partner pledges of any amount are welcome)

Card # Exp. Date

Please direct my contribution to (check one):

__ EqualityMaine Foundation (501c3 educational arm, tax-deductible)
___ EqualityMaine (501c4 political arm, not tax-deductible)

Mail your pledge to EqualityMaine, PO Box 1951, Portland ME 04104 or fax to 207-761-3752. For more
information or to join by phone, contact Brian Sandberg at (207) 761-3732 ot brian@equalitymaine.org. Thanks
tor your Sustaining support!

Father Tom, ULC Ordained
Norma Kraus-Eule, msw, Lcsw

WEDDINGS, CIVIL UNION CEREMONIES, Individual - group - relationship therapy
CUSTOMIZED RELATIONSHIP BLESSINGS

RELAX, UNWIND & ENJOY LIFE!

25 Middle Street ¢ Portland, Maine 04101

207-642-3828 207-650-1804 norma2446@mac.com




Adoptions in Maine: Telling Their Stories

(continued from page 3)

ing forward in Maine, so they delayed finalizing the adop-
tion. Upon hearing news of the ruling, Charles says, “We
were truly relieved.” The couple re-filed papers as joint par-
ents. “We didn’t know what to expect when we went to
meet the judge,” Chatrles adds. “He was very kind, he
praised our decision.” Carlos’s adoption was finalized with a
celebration at Bates College, where his parents teach. Aside
from the security gained in America, the adoption makes
Catlos eligible for dual Spanish citizenship through Baltasar,
who is Spanish. “This law in Maine affects how people in
other countries see us,” Baltasar says. “Guardian can mean
different things in different places. Parent means the same
thing everywhere.”

Joyce Stevens & Kelly Roberts

Kelly and Joyce will celebrate their 20t anniversary in
September 2008. Their daughter Abby was born in 1997;
Kelly, who was excited to experience pregnancy, ts her birth
mother. After Abby’s birth, Joyce and Kelly had a lawyer
draw up a co-parenting agreement. Twice each year, Joyce
re-submitted guardianship papers so she could make deci-
stons about her daughter’s education and health care.

Everything changed in 2005 when Kelly was diagnosed
with cancer. Despite treatment, the disease progressed to
Stage 4, which 1s considered incurable. Anxious to protect
their family, Joyce and Kelly contacted their lawyer, who
offered their only option—Kelly would surrender her pa-
rental rights so Joyce could adopt Abby. “Given my medical
situation we needed to proceed with what was available,”
Kelly says. “Making the decision was easy. Living with it
was a different story.”

In August 2007 a member of their church alerted them
to the new law allowing same-sex couples to jointly adopt.
In September Joyce became the first lesbian in Maine to
adopt the biological child of her partner. “We are a family;
we have always been a family,” says Kelly. But now,
“Should my condition take a turn for the worse, I know
Joyce and Abby will be protected and recognized.”

Rodney Mondor & Ray Dumont

EqualityMaine board member Rodney Mondot and his
partner Ray Dumont have been together for nine years—
and they began talking about kids on their second date. “We
both knew we wanted to be dads,” Rodney says. After buy-
ing a house together, the couple decided to adopt Ethan,
now 8. “We started the process with DHHS right after we
moved into the new house,” explains Rodney. Adoption
“was the easiest way to make a family. Priends did the suz-
rogate process and besides being costly, it seemed compli-
cated. Plus we realized that there were kids in the system in
need of a loving home and a family.”

Of course, at the time Ethan was adopted, Ray and
Rodney had to choose which of them would be his legal
parent, and they chose Rodney. When news of the Law
Court’s joint adoption ruling broke in 2007, Rodney says,

Ray Dumont (L) and Rodnev Mondor enjov some family time with
adopted son Ethan. For the first several years, only Rodney was a
legal parent. Now both have legally adopted Ethan.

(continned on page 7)

Show Your Colors...Put Your Ad Here!

Advertise in the EqualityMaine newsletter and reach more than 1,500 supporters across the state. Your business matters
to our members—support equality and show your commitment to our community!

$250 Full page (vertical) . ..
$150 Half page (horizontal)
$150 Half page (vertical) . .
$ 85 Quarter page (vertical)
$ 40 Business card (horizontal). ... ..

........... 7.5”wx 10"h
.......... 7.5w x 4.75"h
e 35w x 1070
......... 3.5”wx4.75h

357w x 2.125"h

Advertise annually (4 issues per year) and recetve a 20% discount (full payment required with first publication). For more

information or to reserve a space in the next newsletter, contact Brian Sandberg at

brian@equalitymaine.ozg.

207) 761-3732 or




Adoptions in Maine

(continued from page 6)

“We were very excited, and called our lawyer first thing to
get the paperwork started for Ray.” The successful joint
adoption, Rodney adds, “has enriched our lives. We can’t
imagine life without Ethan. He recently told me that he was

glad my parents had me and Ray’s parents had him, so he

could be part of our family.”

Charissa & Melinda Merrill-Maguire

Charissa and Melinda have been together for six years;
Charissa gave birth to their son in 2006 with the assistance
of a sperm bank. After Mame’s joint adoption ruling, the
couple contacted their attorneys and began joint adoption
proceedings 1 October. “It is so important that our son
grows up knowing the security of two full, legal parents,”
Melinda says. “The emotional stability that comes with that
1s what we envisioned when we thought about having chil-
dren.”

The adoption was finalized in January 2008. “The relief
was overwhelming,” says Melinda. Adoption has been 1im-
portant for Melinda’s parents, too, since it has given them
legal status as grandparents. Melinda adds, “They play a
huge part in our son’s life, and have increased security
knowing their status is official—though there was never a

Melinda (L) and Charissa Merrill-Maguire were the first
couple to jointly adopt a child in Penobscot Countv.
Their son now has two legal parents, not just one.

question about who their grandson was.” Charissa and
Melinda say they’re “grateful to live in a community that’s
open and receptive, and celebrates with our family.” In
fact, their adoption has sparked a dialogue with some fel-
low parents: “Ihey shared with us that they had taken for
granted the rights they have, inherent in their marriages.
They hadn’t realized how much thought and legal papet-
work we needed to protect our family, and the end result is
still fewer rights than if we were able to marey.”

\
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EqualityMaine Foundation 24th Annual Awards Dinner

Charles Dwyer was instrumental
in helping us pass family medical
leave legislation in 2007. Charles’
partner Declan Buckley passed
away just weeks after the public
hearing in which Charles testified.

Genia  Graham receives EqualityMaine's
Cameron Duncan Award for extraordinary
work in HIV/AIDS prevention from Board
President Matrthew Dubois.

MLCU was recognized with EqualityMaine’s Partners for
Equality Award for their commitment to marriage equal-
itv. Executive director Shenna Bellows (far left) accepted
the award on behalf of the organization.

Rev. Mark Doty (in tie) received Equality-
Maine’s Faith in Action Award. Mark’s church
is the Hammond Street Congregational
Church UCC in Bangor.

Ray and Connie Winship (center) were honored with
EqualitvMaine’s FE Pentlarge Award for their activism
on LGBT issues in schools, churches, and on campaigns.

Photos by
Sandra Hrasdzira

Jill Barkley received Equality-
Maine’s Young Leaders Award
for her leadership in many
areas of LGBT organizing.
She also gave a verv successful
pitch for our new Leadership
Development Program.




EqualityMaine Foundation 24th Annual Awards Dinner

P . . . We were pleased to have a table of voung people from Proud
5;2‘3};’5::2):: enn:jgg)eﬁ Iic;m”Remy, iaren e Rainbow Youth of Southern Maine (PRYSM). Pictured here
» and faeride futter. are PRYSM coordinator Joanna Testa (far right) and guests.

Photos by Sandra Hrasdzira

Center front are Ann Courtney and Marilyn Kirby,

. . laintiffs in Maine’s historic adoption case, surrounded
Members of Allen Avenue Unitarian Universalist I/jv Gsz{D staff and supporters P
Church in Portland. ) : - ’

=, gt

Two sponsors of the Dinner included Amy Alward (L) from

Amv Ahward Insurance and Jen Hillstrom (third from left) Toho Soma (R) s e of EqualityMaine's Out Front
Sfrom Maine Cardiology Associates. Other fiiends at the table Award winners. With Toho are Andrew Jones (L),
include Lori Voornas (second from lefi, former MC of Equal- EqualityMaine’s former Communications Intern, and
itvMaine’s Great Pumpkin Ball) former Equality Maine Andrew's partner Scott Hanson.

board member Kimm Collins (third firom vight), Lynsey Voy,
(second from right) and Avesha DeWolfe (far vight).




Thanks to our 24th Annual Dinner Sponsors & Donors

qualityMaine Foundation held its 24% annual awards
dinner on March 8 in Portland with over 500 people
in attendance. We honored individuals and organizations
who came from several different regions in Maine, have
diverse backgrounds and have worked on many different
tssues. The one mnportant thing they had in common was
that these people and their issues matter to the LGBT
community.
The program was a review and celebration of the past
year—family medical leave, trans-inclusion, hate crimes pro-

Presenting Sponsor [$7,500]

Merrill Lynch

Signature Sponsors [$2,500]

Five County Credit Union
Time Warner Cable

Platinum Patron [$1,250]

Diversified Business Communications
First Universalist Church of Yarmouth
Susan Maasch Fine Art

Norway Savings Asset Management Group
Carol Thompson, EA

Vogel & Dubois

Frontrunner [$750]

Matthew R. Dubois & David Harrington
TD Banknorth

Benefactor [$500]

American Cancer Society

Chellie Pingree for Congress Campaign
Coffee by Design

Timothy Diehl

Frannie Peabody Center

Gay & Lesbian Advocates & Defenders
Holiday Inn By the Bay

Lee Auto Malls

Maine Bank & Trust

Maine Cardiology Associates

Matne Department of Labor
McFarlane & Field

National Gay & Lesbian Task Force
Portland Architectural Salvage

Warren, Currier and Buchanan 1.LI.C
Barb Wood & Carol Capomaccio

tections, adoption, civil unions, marriage—and it was also
about standing together as a community. We work on many
fronts, in many ways, but it’s our unity that allows us to
make progress. That’s what linked the evening’s honorees
and the successes we saw in 2007.

We are grateful to our presenting sponsor, Merrill iynch,
and our signature sponsors, Five County Credit Union and
Time Warner Cable.

For all who attended, thank you for a very successful
evening! e

Partner [$250]

Amy Alward Insurance

Frederick Bohen

Suzanne Brunner

Cecelia Burnett

Daniel Crewe

Harbor Masters of Maine

Willis & Susan Higgins

Jennifer Hoopes & Betsy Smith
Darlene Huntress

Law Offices of Doyle & Nelson
Maine House Democrats

Michael Michaud for Congress
Senator Libby Mitchell

The Equity Fund, Maine Community Foundation
Pat Peard & Alice Brock

Pam Remy & Karen Weiss
Marilyn Thomas, Northeast Bank
Verrill Dana, LLP

Write Sisters

Advocate [$100]

David Becker

Valerie Gallin

Corey Hascall

Kathy & Jim Helming
Representative Jon Hinck
Thomas Charlton Hudson
Norma Kraus-Eule

Michael Brennan for Congress
Mark Lawrence for Congtess
Gerald Michaud

Planned Parenthood of Northern New England
Senator Ethan Strimling

John Thurston
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Presidential Candidates on LGBT Issues

By Matt Moonen, Field Organizer

he 2008 presidential election will certainly be historic, in

more ways than one. 1t is the first election since 1928 in
which a sitting president or vice-president is not in the run-
ning for the nomination of either party. It will be the first
time a woman or African-American man will be the nomi-
nee of 2 major party. And, it will mark the end of the most
anti- LGBT presidency we have ever faced. For all of these
reasons, it is an exciting year for all of us.

Here is a summary of where the remaining contenders
stand on LGBT issues:

Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton (D-New York):
Senator Clinton has demonstrated broad support for
issues important to the LGBT community. She was a co-
sponsor of the fully inclusive hate crimes bill that passed the
Senate in 2007, and has expressed support in her campaign
for a fully inclusive Employment Non-Discrimination Act
(ENDA)—a senate version of ENDA has not yet been in-
troduced. She has described the Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell pol-
icy as a “failure” and has advocated for its repeal, and she
twice voted to oppose a Federal Marriage Amendment.
Senator Clinton has stopped short of supporting full mar-

riage ecquality, however, focusing instead on achieving
“equality of benefits.”

Senator Barack Obama (D-Illinois):

Senator Obama has also demonstrated broad support
for issues important to the LGBT community. He was a co-
sponsor of the fully inclusive hate crimes bill and has ex-
pressed support for a fully inclusive ENDA. He has said
that Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell “needs to be eliminated,” and
voted against the Federal Marriage Amendment. Senator
Obama has stopped short of supporting full marriage equal-
ity, however, saying that civil unions are strategically achiev-
able and that so long as the rights are there, he 1s “less con-
cerned about the name.”

Senator John McCain (R-Arizona):

Senator McCain has demonstrated broad opposition to
issues important to the LGBT community. While he did not
vote on the hate crimes bill that passed the Senate in 2007,
he voted against a similar measure in 2005. He also opposes
workplace protections for LGBT people, and has described
the Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell policy as “very effective.” He
opposes any sort of relationship recognition for LGBT cou-

(continued on page 14)

Marjorie Love, M.S.W.
MANAGEMENT SERVICES
Jor the HUMAN SERVICES

Management Consulting

Interim/Project Management

Executive Transitions

(207) 773-6164

mgmisves@gwi.net

Leave a Legacy of Equality

When you make or update your will, consider including
EqualityMaine Foundation in your planning. We’ll catry on
your commitment to LGBT equality for years to come.

For more information on making a bequest or other
planned gift to EqualityMaine Foundation,
contact Brian Sandberg at (207) 761-3732
or brian(@equalitymaine.org.

If you’ve included EqualityMaine Foundation in your will,
we’d like to know so we can say thanks.

< .

O YES! T have included EqualityMaine Foundation
in my will.

Name

Address

City, State, ZIP
Phone

Email
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The State of the Movement

continued firom page 1

Statistically, these accomplishments show stunning pro-
gress for LGBT individuals. According to a study by the
National Gay and Lesbian Task Force, the percentage of
U.S. population covered by a law that protects people from
discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation i 2000

ras 28 percent. Today, more than half the U.S. popula
tion—>52 percent—now has these protections. The same
study found that in 2000, only seven percent of the U.S.
population was covered by laws protecting from discrimina-
tion on the basis of gender identity and expression. Today,
that number has increased to nearly 40 percent, with eleven
states having fully inclusive non-discrimination laws, includ-
ing Maine.

In the area of family recognition, ten states introduced
marrtage bills in 2007: Connecticut, New Hampshire, Cali-
fornia, Illinois, New York, Washington, New Jersey, Rhode
Island, Vermont, and New Mexico. Three states enacted
laws granting same-sex couples some of the rights and re-
sponsibilities that come with marriage—Oregon passed 2
domestic partnership law and New Jersey and New Hamp-
shire enacted civil unions. Creating these “parallel mecha-
nisms” for LGBT couples does not end discrimination, but
it 1s heartening to know that 20% of Americans are now
living in a state that offers broad protections to LGBT fami-

lies, particularly when considering that number was just two
percent in 2000.

And of course, on June 14™, Massachusetts legislators
defeated a proposed state constitutional amendment to end
marniage equality by a 151-45 vote, putting an end at long
last to any future amendment attempts.

Pending Court Cases

Connecticut is awaiting a decision by the Connecticut
Supreme Court in Kerrigan and Mock v. the CI" Department of
Public Health. The case was brought by our coalition partners
at Gay & Lesbian Advocates & Defenders on behalf of
eight same-sex couples who seek to end marriage discrimi-
nation in Connecticut. Oral arguments in the case were
heard by the Supreme Court in May 2007, and a decision
could come any day.

In Towa, Lambda Legal filed a lawsuit in Polk County
District Court on behalf of stx same-sex couples seeking the
right to marry. The plaintiffs in the case, T amum v. Brien,
argue that denying same-sex couples marriage rights violates
protections guaranteed by the Iowa Constitution. In August
2007, the Towa District Court agreed, ruling that it is uncon-
stitutional to deny same-sex couples access to marriage. The
next day, the opposition filed for an appeal and a ‘stay’ on
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Presidential Candidates on
LGBT Issues

(continued from page 12)

ples, and advocated for an amendment to the Arizona state
constitution to define marriage as a union between one man
and one woman. Senator McCain has stopped short of sup-
porting a Federal Marriage Amendment, however, saying
that such an amendment would take away from the states “a
fundamental authority they have always possessed.”

So what does this all mean?

Well, it’s clear that the candidates still have a ways to go
to support full equality for LGBT Americans, some much
more than others.

To editorialize, Arkansas Governor Huckabee would
have been the one candidate worse on LGBT issues than
George W. Bush has been. So having John McCain as the
Republican nominee eliminates that threat. But even
McCain would impede progress for our issues in Washing-
ton, as he opposes even the most basic of protections for
LGBT people.

The Democratic candidates, on the other hand, offer
hope that significant advances can be made in the near fu-
ture to protect the LGBT community. The fully inclusive
hate crimes bill passed the current session of Congtess, and
will likely pass again in the next session. In addition, a fully
inclusive ENDA stands a good chance of success in the
next Congress. But we need more than just passage of these
long overdue bills—we need a President who will sign them
into law. At this point, only Hillary Clinton or Barack
Obama can offer us that.
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the decision, and both were granted. The Iowa Supreme
Court is expected to hear arguments in the case later this
year.

The California Supreme Court heard oral arguments
on March 4 in the marriage cases challenging the exclusion
of same-sex couples from marriage. The cases were filed in
March 2004 Dby National Center For Lesbian Rights,
Lambda Legal and American Civil Liberties Union. The
California Supreme Court typically issues its decisions
within 90 days following oral arguments, which sets up a
potential deadline for the decision of June 4t

Of course, there 1s much to do to secure full equality
for lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people in Maine
and beyond. Yet it 1s important to acknowledge that we are
in the midst of an historic time in our movement’s history,
and this past year’s successes are certainly signs of that.
With LGBT advocacy organizations across the country
galvanized and working hard to win both individual rights
and relationship recognition for LGBT people, and with a
national effort focusing on such issues as the repeal of
Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell and passage of a fully inclusive Em-
ployment Non-Discrimination Act, this positive shift in
momentum comes at a critical time in our movement. If
the Connecticut, California or Iowa high courts rule in fa-
vor of full marriage equality for LGBT people, the land-
scape will become even more promising and hopeful. ¢

A Memo for MaineShare Donors

Are you donating to EqualityMaine
through MaineShare? If so, we want to
thank you and share our news with you!

Contributors to MaineShare have a
choice about whether or not to be
recognized by the organization to which
they’re directing their contribution. If
you’re donating to EqualityMaine, we’d
love to know you, acknowledge your
gift, and keep you informed of news
and activities. Update your information
with MaineShare today! Thank you very
much.
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RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP OR JOIN EQUALITYMAINE TODAY!

All EqualityMaine members receive our quarterly newsletter, regular communication through email regarding

political action and upcoming events, oppottunities to volunteer, and the reward of supporting LGBT advocacy
efforts. Contributions of any amount are counted towatrds membetship — whether you can give $1 or $1,000,
your membetship makes a difference in winning protections for LGBT people in Maine.

YES'! I want to be a member of EqualityMaine! Enclosed is my contribution of:
0$35 0O$50 O%00 O$250 O%s00 OF

Name
Address City, State, ZIP
Telephone Email
O Please charge this to my credit card. 0O My check payable to EqualityMaine is enclosed.

Partner (see page 5)! Please start chatging my monthly gift of $10 / $15/$25/§

Exp. Date Name on card:

0O I'd like to volunteer O I have mncluded EqualityMaine Foundation in my will

EquaLitYMIAINE
PO Box 1951, Portland, ME 04104 + (207) 761-3732 - fax (207) 761-3752 - info@equalitymaine.org * www.equalitymaine.org

You can support EqualityMaine Foundation through payroll deduction!

MaineShare

Charitable Choices for Maine’s Future
MaineShare funds 36 statewide organizations including
EqualityMaine Foundation addressing environmental,
economic opportunity, peace and justice, cultural
diversity, the arts, and health service issues.

Enroll your workplace for the 2008 campaign online at
www.maineshare.org or contact us directly.

www.maineshare.org giving@maineshare.org
P.O. Box 2095, Augusta, ME 04338, (207) 622-0105
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Dinner on Mavch 8

Two former presidents of EqualitvMaine,
Sive Neilan (L) and the Honorable Dale
McCormick, share a laugh at Equality-
Maine’s 24th Annual Awards Dinner.

Ken Fryns (L), EqualityMaine board
‘Connell, and Mark
Violette were three of over 500 people
who attended the 24th Anmual Awards

at the Holiday Inn

by the Bav in Portland.
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