MATNE LFSBTAN FEVINIST NEWSLETTZR  JECSMBRE 1976

Juring the last six months, attendance at MLF meetings and gene-
ral enthuslasn for MLF or related sctivities have slowly declined to
he point where we need to determine whether we want to keep the organ-
ization moing, That means deternining whether lesbhbians in Maine want
to maintain a group or space or crganization to meet rezularly. or whether
a statewide, monthly newsletter 18 needed/vwanted, or $hether prolitical
gRroups within MLF wish to remain, or whethsr there is no longer a nced
for the ormanization, Sc... some Portland area lesbians have sgreed
to Ao the lec-work for an FMLF-sponsored dance/get-together/women®s
event/end-of-~the~year celebration/reassessment time -- which, obviously,
will be held in Portland. The intention of those who supported the ides
of thiz dance is to hopefully provide a very comfortable atmosphere,
for women sround the state to have a good time, to see old friends or
mneke new ones, and to get a zeneral sense of the wowmen present whether
they'd like to see MLF continue (and if so, how). There will be organ-
fzational materials =~ about MLF, ideas for things an orgenization might
do, questionnalre asking for sugpestions, etec. ~- but no one needs to

deal with any of that stuff unless she wants to (i.e. no coercion).
Here's the scoop...the MLF women‘s dance will be 3aturday night,

Jecenber 30, 1978, at the New Age Community Center at 8:30. (The Center,
an alternative-type/community oriented group, seexed very interested and
enthusisestic about renting {(for a very small fee) us their place for this
event --gsems they’re interested in beginning a supportive atmosphere
with ug), The Community Center may be in s new space by then, &nd we
cen't say for sure when they will move, but we've been guarantesed space
for the darnice wherever they are located, Eight now, the Center is at
97 DANFORTH ST.,, PORTLAND «-go to that location unless you hear otherwise.
It they've already moved, we'll have directions from Janforth to the new
site. This will be a Bring-Your-Cun-Bottle party and we‘re asking every-
one to bring some small munchie or finger-food to share with everyone else,
There wikll definitely be child care for those kids who accompany their
morsg, gnd we have excellent housing arrangenents being made for those
who come from afar (excellent because you'll be staying with us in the
areal ), To help us all out, we'd like those who will need childcare
and/or housing to tell us before coming, so we Kknow what to expect.

30cee mark your calendars for DECEMBER 30=«MLFDANCE==81 30==New AGE
COMMUNITY CPNTPR-~-PORTLAND, We're going to ask 50¢ per person [ probably)
to help cover all the expenses involved (rent, childcare,coffee, etco).
Yo one will be turned awsy for insbility to pay.
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Please mail %o s P.O., Box 2499, So. Portland, ME 04106

NAME ANDRESS

e "11 be there Dec. 30 and will nead housing; Aadults, _ children,

et "11 meed childeare: children, ages

el WON'L be there but wish to put time/energy into revitalizing MLF

el WON°t be there and T see ne more need for MLF



The Maine Women's Lobby was created last summer to provide & positive
wonen's iasuss Lanted presence in the next session of the Maine lege
L8l=ature. The goal of the ormanization is to draw menvership support

from 21l areas of the state to hire a lobbyist for designated issues and
bills (to support bilis having a pesitive impact on women and works to
defeat negative bills). Currently, the membership is just under one
thousand women and men, and the Lobby is continulng its membershlp drive
to reach many more seople; obviously, there are more than one thousand
people in the state who support women®s issues!!

The membershiv of the Lobby elected a 15-member Board in October,
Board membersg: Kim natthews, Portland; Becky Sarna, Hallowells Lois
Reckitt, <o, Portland; Wandy Widman, Whitefield; Trish Biley, Agusta;
Jane Rlley, Hallowell:; Xate MeQueen, So. Portland: Janet Stration,
Bangor: Doris Baker, Whitefield; Laurie Balmuth, Lewistons Pat Eyan,

So, Gardiner; Barbara Alexander, Readfield; JoAnne dauphinee, Bangor;
Barbara FPeppy, Bangor; Royena Heath, Hallowell.

By December, this Board will begin congidering and determining
these 1ssues and bills to be supported, cpposed, and lobbied by the
lobbyist, It is anticipated that the person hired for the Jjob will
bezin the first of Janusry and will continue to the end of the legisg-

iative session,

The Women’s Lobby is also holding a raffle, as a fund~-raiser, and
the board members would be eager to sell you a $1 ticket. The prize is
being sought all over the country -« $300 worth of gasoline to the lucky
winmer! The Women®'s Lobby is slsec interested in hearing from new members
regarding the issues of inportance to those members; contact for infor-
mstion and membershipy forams can be made through any board member or
from: Maine Women's Lobby, PO Box 15, Hallowell 04347,

US Commiesion on Civil Rights * # # The WMeine Advisory Committee to the
US Civil Rights Commissionrn heid 2 days of hearings in Azgusta in migd-
November to rectdve testimony from various groups and individuals
regarding the status of eivil rights in Mzine. Kate MceQueen was able

to speak before the commisslon to represent MLF snd to speak about the
civil rights of lesblans and gay men in the state. 3he (I) spoke briefly
about the history of MLF and its purpose and then discussed the civil
rights of gay people in Maine, or rather, the lack of eivil righs in
Maine, She (I) recommended that the Commission study the (lack of)
civil rights of gays and recommend creation or enforcement of laws to
protect lesbians and gay men from discrimination, I (she) also gpoke
about the issue of lesbign mother custody cases and the need for
bProtective iegislation. Several Advisory Comnmittee members had never
been confronted with or informed of these lssues hefore now and were
sonewhat enlightened, The report from the Maine Advisory Committee will
be released sometime in the beginning of the new year,

*

Mary M., would like to have an MLF neeting/get together at her house

on December 16th, Conme anywhere from 9-10am on, Children are welcome.
Anyone willing to do childcare {pays $15) or who knows of someone
Willing, call Vary~ 968<2117 - mOYrnings, so arrangements can be made
shead or time, TIf vossible, plegse don’g bring pets.
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Mrections to Mary's from Agusta

take 202,9 &Rt. 3 fo Fle's (appx. 10 miles); go left onto 202

to Chinas zo to the tip of China Lake {appz, 7-10 miles); at

The Landing - the ice cream place - past the red ranch house
take a right hand turn {(if vou come to a blinking light and Rt, 137
voeu‘ve gone too far); go up the hill, stay on the maint curvy) roan
appx 2 miles. Mary’s house is at the tip of a hill - = white house
with elm trees with a traller across from the house, you've gone too
far 1f you come %o a white house snd 2 trailers.

Directions from Waterville off 1 95 4

zet off either Waterville exits and follow signs to Winslow:; zet
or to 137 esst towards China, app¥. 12 miles; mo past the blinking
1ight down the hill to China leke to where The Landing is and make
a left turn by the red ranch house: g0 vp the hill, stay on the
main {curvy) road appx 2 miles. Mary®as house is at the tip of a
hill -« and see directions above,

*

sometimea when life's way's Just iin’t fair
we Llook around to gee if anyone's there,
who really care®s

caring is a natural state

seneration of same of'ter cam be lame,
anidst our internal conflist we

flounder at heeding other’s pain.

although things aren’t the way

we wish they could be

thankfully they ain’t worst,

1o matter how we blunder,

can always converse.

Yes, unfortunately 1ife seldom s fair

but it 4ig a Jjoy to share.

words and actions don’t always ‘roperly convey
but care ANYyWay,

Jan Lightfoot

(Jan; I'm sorry ebout the typos. Ruth,)
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In gpeaking of lies, we cone Lievitably to the subject of truth. There
is nothing gimple or easy abou. thisg idea, There is no “the truth,*

"a truth" e trugh 13 not one ‘hing, or even a system, It 18 an
inereasing cornplexity, The ps:tern of the carpet 18 a surface. when

we look closely, or when we bioome weavers, we lsarn of the tiny nultiple
threads ungeen in the oversill pattern, the knotsg on the underside of

the carpet,

from Women and Honor: Some No'2s on Lying, Adrkennc Rich, Mother¥oot
Publictations, 1675, ) )




