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Maine school 
called 'hotbed 
of perversion' 
ORONO, Me.-Gay activists at the 
University of Maine, Orono branch 
have apparently beaten the hot op
position of a Bible-quoting prohibi
tionist clergyman and are proceed
ing with plans for a statewide ga) 
conference on campus Apr. 20. 

The protagonists are members ol 
the Wilde-Stein Club, a newl) 

. above-ground organization recog
nized by. the University's student 
government last October. 

The opposition comes in the per
son of Rev. Benjamin C. Bubar Jr. , 
whose reputation as a one-man cru
sade has been mostly gained in wars 
against booze and gambling. 

But when word reached him that 
Maine's halls of learning were har
boring "a hotbed of perverted acti
vity," as he called it, he immediately 
fired off an indignant letter to Dr. 
Howard Neville, president of the 
Orono branch. 
Recruiting Theory 

Bubar's lashing claims that ho
mosexuals are primarily interested 
in recruiting converts to their style 
of life and should not be granted the 
use of taxpayer-supported institu
tions for their "cause," were appar
ently rejected politely but firmly b) 
the University of Maine trustees. 

THE ADVOCATE 

They voted at their January mee 
ing to confirm the right of th 
Wilde-Stein group to arrange fc 
use of university facilities througj\ 
proper channels, and refused to 
prohibit the April con fcrence. 

Bubar, who claims to represent iJ 
group known as the "Christian 
Civic League of Maine," attach 
the university fQr officially_san.ctipJ 
ing the practices of homosexuals." 

While Neville is regarded 't15 
"concerned" about the notoriet'j 
Bubar's attack brought, univers it-'1 
officials carefully pointed out th ;,t 
the club was duly recognized by the 
student government. but that actio11 
d id not imply recognition or e~
dorsement by the school's admi11i
stration. 

The student membership, at lea!-C 
on the surface, is reported to be 
fairly small, though the seed oft~ 
organization is rumored to havt. 
existed underground at the schoC1/ 
for some time. 

See Parody in Name 
When it "came out" as tlie 

Wilde-Stein Club, taking its name 
from the literary giants widel!I 
associated with homosexuality i11 
the arts, school officials reportcdi;
muffled a chuckle or two. There is 
some belief that the group's na!llt. 
masks a barb aimed at the univer
sity 's "Maine Stein Song." 

FEBRUARY 'El, 1974 

Bubar views the whole moveme1 
with much alarm. Organized horn, 
sexual activism, which local ne, 
media characterize as a rapidly ri 
ing phenomenon in Maine, is cei,
tered in the Bangor-Orono-Old 
Town. area, according to Buba r:, 
thougn participants in the confer
ence are expected to come from 8t 
least eight different organizations 
around the state. 

"These people can't reproduce," 
Bubar declared; "therefore t~,i 
must recruit." He expects to be 0 11 
hand personally to see the movt.
ment in action. He has also ac
cepted invitations to present his 
views on the campus radio station. 

The conference will be headqua,... 
tered in the Hilltop Conference Cen
ter. One of the scheduled feature 
speakers, according to conference 
planners, is Nathalie Rockhi l IJ 
women's organizer for the Nation al 
Gay Task Force in New York. 

The name of the other featured 
speaker scheduled on • the con
ference program has not been ar>
nounced yet. Further conference. 
details can be obtained from Ga,r 
Support and Action, 183 Union St 
Bangor, Me. 04932. 


