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Administrative Information

Provenance: These papers were donated on March 4, 2021 by Frederic C.
Weinberg. Frederic received these papers from Nathan Cogan in 2009.

Ownership and Literary Rights: The Nathan Cogan Collection is the physical
property of the University of Southern Maine Library. Literary rights, including
copyright, belong to the creator or her legal heirs and assigns. For further
information, consult the Special Collections Librarian.

Cite as: Nathan F. Cogan Collection, Judaica Collection, Jean Byers Sampson
Center for Diversity in Maine, Special Collections, University of Southern Maine
Library.

Restrictions on access: This collection is open for research.



Biographical Note

Nathan Franklin Cogan was born in Bath, Maine in 1937 and was the youngest of
seven children. Nathan’s father, Morris Cohen, had originally arrived in Maine in
1914, following the outbreak of World War I. Nathan spent his childhood in Bath,
where his father and family members assisted immigrants to Maine as a part of
the Hebrew Benevolent Society. Nathan ultimately moved to Portland, Oregon in
1956 to attend Reed College. Nathan served two years in the U.S. Army, and
upon ending service he pursued a doctorate in English at UC-Berkeley. Nathan
became a professor emeritus of English at Portland State University in Oregon.
He married Sarah Rebecca Glasgow (1939-2006) in Portland, Oregon on August
28, 1960. Nathan recorded his experiences of growing up Jewish in Bath and
created a series of memoirs and papers documenting the history of the Jewish

community and their legacies.
Description of the Papers

This collection spans from 1916 to approximately 2016. The collection includes
two historical documents, Morris Cohen’s marriage license and clippings from his
obituary. The collection also includes personal essays and memoirs written by
Nathan Cogan documenting the history, stories, and cultural relations of the

Jewish community in Bath, Maine.



Box and Folder List

Box Folder Folder Title Date

Number | Number

1 1 Morris H. Cohen Marriage Certificate 4/12/1916

1 2 Clipping From Bath Daily Times, Obituary for | 1/26/1946
Morris Cohen

1 3 A Memoir of Bath, Maine from 1886-1960 9/9/2009

1 4 Review of Conference on Bath Jewish and 8/12/2016
Christian Relations from 1920-1970

1 5 Bath Jews Coping with Modernity from 1930- | Undated
1975
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