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"…I guess, you know, life is a challenge. Coming up as a child, you know, we had a problem with a lack of 

finance. My uncle acted as my father. He was held back financially because he had the skills of an electri-

cian, but he wasn't able to use them. And so I believe that that would be a challenge; you know. We were 

held back from being financially able to fund our needs on his standpoint." 

Mr. James Mathews (age 59; born 1941 in Portland Maine; married with five children; lived in Maine all his 

life – lived in South Portland for over 26 years) 
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Full Length Interview: Home is Where I Make It: Mathews, James 

Family Challenges 

"I think just living was a challenge. My parents both were children of the Depression, so there was that chal-

lenge right there. I think being Black was a challenge, although not as much in my mind as a child. It was 

when I grew up that it was a challenge. Just getting through, getting through college was a challenge. Every 

day is a challenge." 

Ms. Beverly Bowens (born in Maine; age 67; left at 21 years old for about 35 to 40 years and then returned 

to Maine) 
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Ms. Beverly Bowens 

Mr. James Mathews 
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