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Introducing: GOAL:
GAY OFFICERS ACTION LEAGUE

By: Luke Balboni

OnJanuary 10,1994 at 3:45 PMImet
with Sandy Picard and Dan O’Neil of
G.0.A L. Sandy isthe President of GOAL-
New England and Dan is, as of now,
GOAL’s only Maine member.

The organization’s literature informs
us that, “the Gay Officers ActionLeague of
New England was founded in 1991 by
Officer Preston Horton of Northampton,
Massachusetts. Officer Horton had been
working with the Gay Officers Action
League of New York (which has been

Dan ONeil and Sandy Picard. Sandy is President of GOAL/NE

“Every state has one, even in the deep |faile
South and the Mid-west?,” I challenged. |y :
Sandy replied, “I don’t know every state that |pro.discri
has one, but I know that a lot of states have |du
them. They’re called different things though.
In California they’re called the Golden State |5 :
Peace Officers. So just about every state has [(58000).
something or they join like us, regionally.” |CME

The literature includes that, “GOAL/ |qm
NE is a social and community organizalion
comprised of present and former criminal |,
justice system employees. It functions as a |

e Fa mllies unsuccessful in

ians, nelglbors,mends, w—workersaldfeﬂow
: -'f—taxpayers. ‘We live and work in every

y in the State of Maine. We

contri)ute ibute to the betterment of our com-
mmitnsmawxdevanetyofways. We

their knowledge and experence, and to
discover solutions to problems faced by
members and by agencies.”

“GOAL/NE actively participates in
many community-related events, including
Pride Parades, fund-raisers, and outreach
programs. We support members struggling
with issues from coming out at work to
bashing. We sponsor cookouts and other
social events where members enjoy the

around since 1982) and decided to form a
group for folks in New England.” Sandy
said that Preston’s reason for branching off
to form a group for New England was that
the New York group was so large, “they
have thousands of members.” He wanteda
regional group to serve New England.

GOAL is organized mainly along
state lines but New York has two because
there is one for the New York City Metro-
politan area and another for the rest of the
state. “Washington, D.C. has one, Florida
has one, at least every state has one except
New England which is regional,” Sandy
asserted.
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camaraderie of other criminal justice em-
ployees. We are organizing a speakers
support group for gay, lesbian and bisexual bureau, as well as other programs.”
employees for swom law enforcement offic- The literature concludes with the fol-
ers as well as civilian employees of federal, lowing statement: “We welcome new ideas
state and local agencies.” and encourage you to join us. By doing so
“GOAL/NE’s members come from a you will become a member of an alliance of
variety of agencies and occupations, ranging concemed professionals dedicated to ad-
from Environmental Police to Campus Po- vancing the educational, social and civic
lice from many different colleges, to dis- well-being of our community.”
patchers and detectives to State Troopers and HEAR, HEAR!!
Corrections Officers. Members include re- I must confess, the prospect of doing
tirees as well as federal law enforcement thisinterview excited me. Gay cops, noless.
officers.” What would Jean Genet have thought?
Among their “Activities and Benefits” Sandy Picard is a police officer with
GOAL/NE “provides peer support to mem- the Lawrence, Massachusetts Police De-
bers, serves as a forum for members to share partment. Iasked herifthey (Lawrence) had

acity-wide equal protection charter, and she
informed me that the state of Massachusetts
has an equal protection law. The gay-rights
law which was passed by the legislature
there was not subject to referendum. Dan
added, “They got what we lost last year
because of McKeman.”

Sandy offered that the Massachusetts
law took effect shortly after Governor Wil-
liam Weld came to power in 1990. Con-
necticut recently got their equal protection
law. Itis interesting to note that both these
laws came on the books under Republican
governors. Connecticut has Governor
Lowell Weicker. Sorry, Jock, sad but true-
your party supports gay-rights.

_“What obstacles did you encounterin
forming the organization?” I quizzed.

Sandy said that there were none really,
because shortly after Preston started it, the
equal protection law took effect in Massa-
chusetts, and, “now Connecticut people are
protected because they have a law but I
imagine it’d be a problem for people from
Maine.” Dan put forth, “Vermont has gay-
rights too, but therearenomembers. I’'mthe

See GOAL, page 2
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The following letters were originally sent to have accepted as readily an equivalent ad
Casco Bay Weckly in response 10 an yhichread somethinglike "AlcoholismKills
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advertisement which appeared in their pages in

Dec./Jan. Theauthorsoftheseletters requested

that CPR reprint them. Because the January
edition of this paper carried an editorial
conceming the ad in question, we are doing so
in order to inform readers who live outside
Portland of the differing opinions these 2 letters
represent.

Dear Editor (of CBW):

I write in protest of the classified ad
running for the month of December and into
January advertising the sale of T-shirts with
such slogans as "AIDS KILLS FAGS
DEAD." I would have hoped that this kind
of offensive hate speech would never make
its way into the pages of CBW--an often
intelligent paper--whether as a classified ad
or as an editorial.

CBW couldhave refusedthis ad at any
time without fear of 1st Amendment viola-
tion. Precisely because it is an ad, it is
considered commercial speech under con-
stitutional legal doctrine, thereby removing
it from traditional 1st Amendment protec-
tions. Words which can be said to "incite
violence" or be taken as "fighting words"
also stand outside of 1st Amendment pro-
tections in most instances. Furthermore,
within the paper itself, several notices em-
phasize that the paper "reserves the right to
edit, refuse or recategorize ANY ad" (em-
phasis mine). Why did CBW choose to
accept this ad?

By publishing this ad, CBW implies
that such gay bashing, homophobic, AIDS-
phobic sentiments deserve a place in our
papers and in our culture. Would CBW

WASPS Dead" ora grossly racistad submit-
ted by the KKK? Does CBW really believe
that the abstract notion of "allowing space
for multiple viewpoints" justifies the inclu-
sion of hate speech directed at gay men and
people with AIDS in an era when such
people face discrimination and violence
every day?

Iwouldhave hoped that CBW, withiits
often insightful coverage of controversial
issues, would lead the way towards promot-
ing equal rightsforall citizens, more respon-
sible journalism, commercial and editorial,
in the future.

Sincerely, Deborah Shields, Esq.

Executive Director, The AIDS Project

Dear Wayne:

As a former employee of Casco Bay
Weekly andapresentemployee of the AIDS
Project, I must register my protest to the
hateful "AIDS Kills Fags Dead" classified
ad. I am embarrassed that CBW is collect-
ing nine bucks each week that this ad (or
more accurately, hate crime) runs.

Onceagain, one more time, this reader
is forced to ask, "Why can't CBW's editorial
visions be mirrored in its advertising?"

With all the consolidation hubbub
currently occurring, perhaps the new kid on
the block, Bill Rawlings, can be persuaded
to improve you financial performance by
merging your political and fiscal policies.
The subsequent consistency of your pages,
I am convinced, is the key to expanding
future advertising revenue.

Just for the record, Terry J. Dubois

GOAL, continued from pg. 1

only member from northern New England.”
Sandy countered, “One New Hampshire
personiscomingin. That’saboutitthough.”

Dan went on, “My big reason for
having you do thisinterview isto seeif there
areother people out there in Maine who read
the Community Pride Reporter and might
be interested in belonging to something like
this. There’s gotta be others out there.
There’s alot of police officers in this state,
andlaw enforcement people and corrections
officers, and there’ s gotta be some out there
who would be interested in having a group
like this to support them and do things with
them.”

“So you’re out at the Police Depart-
ment?” I asked Dan. He replied, “I'm a
probation officer, but I used to be a South
Portland Police Officer, and I’m out.”

“Were you when you were in South
Portland?"

“No, when I was in South Portland I
wasn’tout.” “Why?” Ipressed. “Back then
Iwasn’t even really out to myself. I ve only
been out the last six and a half years and I ve
been working where I work now forseven.”

I queried, “In your experience as a
police officer would you say that there are
others....” Dan said, “Not that I know of. I
don’tknew anotherlaw enforcement officer
whois gay. Iknow somelawyers, andIhear
rumors, but the thing with this is they don’t
have to be out.

“Some of the people in GOAL aren’t
out.” Sandy contributed, Actually, there
are only ten of us who are out at their own
place.” Dan continued, “and you don’t
havetobe out to belong to this. You canjust
want to be a part of it.” Sandy added, “If
you’re ever in a situation where you are
being forced out, we are there to help you.”

“What is the ‘official’ response to

See GOAL, page 10
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"You're screwed," Richard said as he
tossed himself in a chair and a copy of 10
%, the newest newspaper on the scene for
the gay and lesbian community on my desk
on Friday. I was busily importing/export-
ing stories and graphics into the CPR tem-
plate for the February edition, convinced
that this was the edition from hell, particu-
larly when the message appeared on the
computer screen that there was an error
someplace and there was no way it would
give me my final copy!

"Look, they've got color," Richard
went on. I needed a break anyway, so I
stopped and picked up this new paper.
"Colorisnice," Isaid. "Eye-catching, too."
I quickly browsed through the pages, lik-
ing what I saw from a layout point of view.
Ireadheadlines, the editorial,and not much
more. Ihad been looking forward to this
debut for weeks, and vowed to read the

paper just as soon as I had more time. I
needed to press on, so to speak.

Later that evening, as I thought about
my friend's comment, I thought again about
the courage and commitment it takes forany of
us to set out on new adventures. I have come
to have an increased respect for the many
people who worked on OUR PAPER, who
currently work on APEX, who are now
working on 10 %, as well as for myself.

There aretimes whenI question whether
my efforts with CPR make any difference to
anyone. I thought last month's issue would
elicit more than just re-runs of letters to the
Editor, forexample. Inorderforacommunity
newspaper to be successful and thrive, it needs
to be interactive, a forum for camrying out its
stated purpose. It doesn't help when my
motherwill callandsay, "Well, areyoumaking
anymoneyyet?" (She shouldonly know about
the Food Stamps I'm living on!) Or, she'll say

somethinglike, "You'renot getting any younger.
You need to get a job that pays." I can
understandherconcem. I'm concemedas well.

It seems just when my doubits rise, things
happen to re-affinr my commitment to this
work. This month there was the call from the
man who read the article on transgenderissues
inlastmonthsissue. He was so grateful toknow
that he was not the only cross-dresser, and that
he was not "sick or perverted." We had a
poignant conversation. Or there was the man
who called from up north to offer me encour-
agement, and ask if he could submit another
article. Orthe women who called and said this
paper was her only link with the community.
Twomonthsago, while putting the CPRinone
of the supermarkets, we noticed a young man
wait until we left to pickup acopy. He was still
reading it when we circled around.

The most important part of this, or any
newspaper publication, isyou, the reader. You

are the reason we are here. You are the reason
the advertisers advertise. Community support
is the key ingredient. We count on you.

So, good luck to all of us who bring our
varied views and news to the community.
Welcome to the staff of 10 %.

A quick note about the CMF failed
atternpt to get an anti-gay referendum on the
Novemberballot. We can take a breath
now, but only a short one. Cosby and her
organization have until August to get enough
signatures for November, 1995. Equal
Protection Maine / Portland chapter is
holding meetings now to organize. Check
the calendar for dates and places. In case
anyone is wondering when these folks will
stop, THEY WONT! And neither will
we!!

In solidarity,

Condom Conundrum:

By: Luke Balboni
On Thursday, January 27th at 7 PM,
the radio call-in program “Big Talk” fea-

the student’s decision because they’re the
ones having the problem with the whole sex
thing and the whole condom thing; so I think
they should be able to decide.” »
Another young woman exclaimed, “I

tured a discussion on condom availabilityin mean AIDS and everything, there shouldbe
Portland High Schools. “Big Talk” reporter condoms because people are dying!” And
Kerry Donohue conducted live interviews another said, “Parents think that if you have
atvarious studenthangouts suchasOne City condoms around you’re going to have sex,
Center and Green Mountain Coffee. She but you’ve already decided.” To back up
asked questions about sex education and thisclaim,ayoung woman reasonedthat, “If
condom availability. there’s a gun in the house, you’re not gonna
One young woman offered, “Telling go out and shoot somebody; so if there’s
someone nottodo ITmakesthem wanttodo condomsaround, you’re not gonna have sex
itevenmore. There are some peoplerespon- just to do it.”
sible enough to have sex and some who. Kerry then introduced us to So. Port-
aren’t. It’s OK tohave sexif you know what land High School senior, John Matthews,
you’redoing. ** (If parents and teachermade whom she said “is not so open-minded.”
kids have sex, would that put an end to this John said, “The schools should teach kids
debate?) Another said, “Teach about absti- ‘about sex education, but they shouldn’t go
nence and other forms of birth control, not so far as saying, ‘well, and so, if you want to
just condoms because they don’t always do this here’s acondom.’” John, inkeeping
work.” Still anothercomplained, “Youtake with his religious views, has taken a per-
sex ed. in your freshman year and it’ a big sonal vow of pre-marital abstinence.
joke.” Kemry then spoketo BethHuntley who
A young man pointed out that, “When volunteers as Chair of the Human Sexuality
you go to sex ed. classes, it’s usually, you and Family Living Advisory Board for the
know, this is this and this is this, and you get Portland Public Schools. This Board was
a written test. It’s like a biology exam, and established to review the sex education
it’s supposed to be more of a social thing.” materials used in the schools. Portland Pub-
When asked whose decision it was to make lic Schools has had an abstinence-based sex
condoms available, a young woman said, education program for some time. Beth
“It’s not really their decision. It should be See CONUNDRUM, page 6
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Fine print:
lasting political change in
free trip to the Bahamas.

credit card,
Beach!

Name:

THE LESBIAN AND GAY

Join the Maine Lesbian/Gay Political

Help us change Maine (and the World)

Win a FREE trip to the Bahamas
(always read the fine print)

Join ML/GPA as we continue to work for

between now and March 5, 1994 and we will register you
for the trip to the Bahamas
lodging for two - all donated).
held at our Annual Banquet on March 5,
only $25 for individuals or $40 for couples, or $10-24
for limited income individuals.
just call 1-800-55-MLGPA, or 761-3732 in
Greater Portland, for more information.
(or in a committee meeting)

AGENDA

Maine and register to win a
Send this form to ML/GPA

(air fare and one week’s
The drawing will be
1994. Dues are

You can also pay by

See you on the

Address:

Phone#:

Return this form with your
232, Hallowell, ME 04347

check to ML/GPA, P.O. Box

Page 3 Smmand



CPR vy v v e v e Ve v v e Ve v v v

Lesbian health activists formulate national agenda, Part I

By: Peaches Bass
In the next few months, this column

Women.
Since LHIR was written for presenta-

projects.
The report identifies several factors

will be looking at the lesbian health activism tion to mostly heterosexual (not to mention that influence lesbian health. Lesbians’

atthe national level, and its potential impli- male) bureaucrats, it begins with a brief
" sectionentitled,“WhatIs ALesbian?”. This

cations for lesbians locally.

Last July, the Washington-based Na-
tional Gay andLesbian Task Force (NGLTF)
released Lesbian Health Issues and Rec-
ommendations (LHIR). Itisareport and
action plan: that evolved out of the 1992
Lesbian Health Institute, whichis part of the
annual National Lesbian and Gay Health
Conference. Under NGLTF’s sponsorship,
lesbian health activists from around thecoun-
try constructed the actual document.

During the April, 1993 March on
Washington, lesbian activists and lobbyists
met with various officialsin the Department
of Health and Human Services (DHHS) to
present their issues and to push for imple-
mentation of their recommendations. The
meetings have already borne some fruit;
they set the foundation for a recent letter
writing and lobbying campaign that con-
vinced DHHS to reverse an earlier decision,
and include, for the first time, questions on
sexual crientation in the federal women’s
health research initiative.

section explains the complexities of lesbian
identity, self-identification, and sexual be-
havior within the framework of health care.
In'LHIR, lesbians are defined as “women
whose emotional, social, and sexual rela-
tionships are primarily with other women,
regardless of their public identity.”

It goes on to define lesbian health care
as “research, education, and prevention pro-
grams and treatment modalities that specifi-
cally target and involve lesbians . . . to
address diseases or conditions which are
unique, more prevalent, more serious, and
for which risk factors and interventions are
different in lesbians.”

In addition to defining ‘lesbians,’ the
report also defines four terms that are fre-
quently used throughoutthe text: “homopho-

access to health careis affected by econom-
ics, personal fears, homophobia, andlack of
information. Inmany studies, lesbiansiden-
tified a variety of negative experiences with
health care providers that had an impact on
their ability to find good health care ser-
vices. These experiences were classic and
universal: heterosexual assumptions, pro-
fessional ignorance of lesbian issues, an
atmosphere discouraging disclosure of les-
bianism, and overt professional hostility
were often cited by lesbians. In addition,
professional literature mentions willful aca-
demic homophobia in schools where health
care providers receive their professional
training.

LHIR also contains a discussion of
lesbians’ most common health complaints,
which are much like any woman’s: bad
back, bad cramps, allergies, depression,

bia,” “heterosexism,” “coming out,” and obesity, vaginalinfections,andsoon. While
“invisibility.” If one were to add “sexism” these problems are not unique to lesbians,
and “poverty,” one would have just about there is good reason to suspect that there
the whole rundown of the challenges lesbi- may be distinctions in cause, treatment, and
ans face with not just health care, but with general care for lesbians, but until these

LHIR has been circulated among at- our culture.
tendees of the 1993 National Lesbian and The section entitled “Report On Les-
Gay Health Conference, and among activ- bian Health Issues” is based on several
ists associated with NGLTF and other na- professional articles and surveys of lesbi-
tional organizations, but it has not yet had ans, dated 1987 through 1992. The surveys,
widespread grassroots exposure. It does, in particular, provide most of the data on
however, contain some important and in- which the report is based. Unfortunately,
triguing information and recommendations those surveys are not statistically signifi-
that all lesbians should know about. cant, but they’re all we’ve got. The limited
LHIR was drafted primarily for use at - value of the available data points to why it’s
the federal level, and its format mirrors the so important to include sexual orientation
Public Health Service’s Action Plan For when questioning participants in research

concerns are raised, defined, and studied,

we won’t know for sure.

Lesbians’ negative health care expe-
riences and the general lack of need for birth
control or obstetrical care affect our partici-
pation in routine health screening, like pap
smears or physical exams. Surveys also
indicate that lesbians may be at greater risk
for certain cancers due to alcohol or tobacco
use, excessive body weight, orlower rates of
childbearing.

Lesbians also receive inadequate edu-
cation about sexually transmitted diseases.
This has led to the false and dangerous
assumption among lesbians that we don’t
have herpes, genital warts, or HIV. Along
with the unnecessary spread of these STD’s,
poor or wholly inappropriate treatment of-
tenresults. One survey citedin LHIR shows
that while 31% of lesbians have no risk
factors for HIV, 39% had one risk factor,
20% had two, and 10% had three or more!

LHIR includes the need to address
olderlesbians, lesbian families,lesbianyouth
(especially suicide), violence against lesbi-
ans, and substance abuse among lesbians.

LHIR uses the small amount of current
and available material to justify 44 specific
lesbianhealth recommendationsforthefederal
government. Next month’s column will de-
scribe these recommendations and how they
affect lesbians at the grassroots level.
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OUT! of Town

Well, here I sit at my desk, looking out
the window. It’s about -10 degrees and all
Iseeis white stuff. We’re not evenhalf-way |,
through the winter, and already I'm sick of
it. And I know a lot of you are also. So to

give you something warm and sunny to
think about, I thought I would tell you about
a couple of places that are “hot” right now. Another choice for relief from this
The first is Costa Rica. CostaRicais coldwintery weathercouldbePalmSprings.
arelatively small country located in Central Located in the desert a couple of hours east
America, and has a population of over 3 of Los Angeles, Palm Springs becomes the
million. Costa Rica was discovered by favored winter destination for many gays
Columbus on his fourth voyage in 1502. and lesbians. The areais extremely tolerant
Because of its location, CostaRica has over of the gay, lesbian, and bisexual clientele in
1,500 miles of shorefront on both the Carib- part because we have such an economic
bean Sea and the Pacific Ocean. impact on the area. Palm Springs lists over
Although times have changed, Costa 30motels, hotels, and resorts that catertothe
Rica is still one of the most friendly and gay, lesbian, bi traveller.
tolerant countriesinthe world. Thereis very - Along withthe accommodations, there
little discrimination of any kind to be found. are quite a number of bars and clubs in the
This makes CostaRicaavery “gay friendly” area, making the nightlife in Palm Springs
place to vacation and meet other gays and very exciting. In addition to the warm (or
lesbians, bothtourists andlocals. CostaRica hot) weather, Palm Springs offers the visitor
provides so many varied activities - from arange of activities. Golf and tennis are the
beaches to scuba diving, mountain climb- two major sport activities. However, Palm
ing, jungle exploration, volcano watching Springsisbounded onone side by the desert,
and sailing, justto nameafew. Youcanfind itself a beautiful environment, especially
beaches where you will be the only one when in bloom, and the San Jacinto Moun-
there, or find beaches where gay, lesbian, or tains on the other. It can be 90 degrees in
bisexual lovers can be seen walking hand- Palm Springs, and you can look out your
in-hand. Costa Rica is rapidly becoming a window and see snow on the mountains,
community destination. There are a num- which contain several good ski areas. -
ber of tour operators who have developed Although I've mentioned Hawaii in
packages aimed at the gay, lesbian, and previous columns, it still deserves another
bisexual market. : mention. Earlierin January, several airlines
cut their prices to Hawaii from $900 to $500.
The economy in Hawaii is still suffering
from the recession, and everyone from air-
lines to hotels, to tour operators are offering
deals to bring more people to the islands.
Hawaii offers a chance to sample another
culture - without leaving the comfort and
safety of the U.S. You can sample the
nightlifein Honolulu, or the peace and quiet
of Kauai or Maui, or explore the volcanoes
ofthe Big Island. Thereisso muchtosee and
dothere. Hawaii is also one of the most “gay
friendly” areas for toursts, and as such
draws quite a large group from our commu-
nity. Keep your eyes on the newspapers;
you never know when the next air sale will
be. If the airlines should drop their fares to
Hawaii again, it would be a wise investment
to take your vacation there.
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Simple and Elegant
Catering for Everyone

Barbara Winthrop
Chef

o Soups, stews ¢ sandwiches for picnics
* Candlelight dinner for two at home

o Hearty sandwich platters for the office
* Light dips before your own preparations
® Just desserts (from Kristina's in Bath)

® An open house for business clients (
® Pre-concert buffets
¢ Gallery openings

o Rehearsal dinners
» Weddings

WELCOME to Maine’s )|
newest publishing endeavor on
behalf of the lesbian and gay community

10 %

published its first edition this month.
Be sure to look for it !
Congratulations and Good luck!
This ed compliments of Communily Pride Reporter Aﬂ

For free menus and brochures
call 799-4734
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UPDATE ON the
MATLOVICH
SOCIETY

By: Luke Balboni

On January 27, 1994 I attended a
meeting of the Matlovich Society. This
meeting was the second held at their new
location, Holiday Inn by the Bay. I asked
co-chair Howard Solomon, “how do you
like the Holiday Inn? Is it meeting your
needs?” Howard responded, “So far it is.
We had a good meeting space upstairs (the
2nd floor Oxford Room). They moved us
down here (New Hampshire Room) be-
cause we anticipated a larger crowd. So far
they’vebeen great!” Ifollowedup, “What’s
beenthe reactionofthe Society tothe move?”’
Howard offered, “I think people were
pleased. The parking is good, the room is
comfortable, the seats are more comfortable
and it’s great that we don’t have to leave at
9 o’clock - People were hanging around ‘til
quarter to ten. That’s the most exciting
thing.”

I inquired further about the parking
and there is no need to do anything special.
You just park in their garage and attend the
meeting. There are no tickets requiring
validation.

The performance that night was elec-
trifying. Craig Hickman is a consummate
performer/poet possessed of great courage,
heart, and soul. He was at times hilarious
and at others poignant. His command of
language, dialect, andinferenceisuncanny.
He introduced us to his world of characters,
people consumed with passion, lust, ro-
mance, disappointment and hope. And the
audience entered this world, identified with
it, laughed with it, and cried with it. If you
ever have a chance to see him strut his stuff,
don’t miss it.

After Craig’s performance I spoke to
Lois Galgay Reckitt, the other co-chair of
Matlovich, and asked her for her thoughts
about their new location. She echoed
Howard’s sentiments,. “Ithink it’s actually

been wonderful. They’ve (Holiday Inn)

been really hospitable, and it’s nice to have
somebody setting it up forus, getting usthe
amenities, and calling to seeif it’s OK; and
besides, it’s cheaper. They’ve been really,
really hospitable. I was thrilled that they
wanted us here.” I probed, “how did the
first meeting go, logistically?” “It went OK.
There are a few things we have to leam
about the mike and stuff like that, but they
putup abig thing on the marquis welcoming
us, and that’s pretty exciting so it felt like
they really did want us here. It’s just nice to
be in one of the largest local hotels and feel
at home.” “Nothing on the downside?” I
dug. “No, nothing!”

I also sought the reaction of the Holi-
day Inn to its newest guests. I spoke with
Vic Murray who works in sales for the
Holiday Inn. Vic told me that he actively
recruited the Matlovich Society to move to
the Holiday Inn. He even offered a 50%
discount on the room rental rate. He is a
member of the gay community here in Port-
land and considers the educational service
provided by the Matlovich Society to be an
invaluable service to this area.

Vic said that the reaction of the hotel
staff to the Society is “receptive.” Vichopes
that this new siting willlead to other group’s
using the hotel. He thinks that this is a very
good move for Matlovich and it “offers the
Holiday Innthe opportunity to provide meet-
ing space for other events, which they’d
welcome.”

Vic added that he wanted to give the
group a better environment in which to
meet, to improve their flexibility and he
thinks that with the relaxed parking and
removal of time limits these goals have been
accomplished. Vicconcluded by saying, “if
you need a place to meet, come see us.”
With such unequivocal support like that it
would be great for gay-oriented community
groups to return the favor and direct their
business to Vic Murray.
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NACHAS!

By: Rita M. Kissen :
(NACHAS: a Yiddish word meanin
“pride,” pronounced with the accent on the

first syllable, which rkymes with “Bach.”)

I spent the last week of my winter
vacation visiting my daughterin California.
As always, it was wonderful to be together
and to experience the pleasures of San Fran-
cisco. Iloved it all, but especially the day I
spent at the school where Michelle teaches
English to Deaf students.

Though I have been learning about
Deaf culture from Michelle for over ten
years, visiting her school was an altogether
different kind of education, especially for
someone like me who spends almost every
working day in schools. Watching the inter-
actions among adolescents who were so
much like the high school students I see at
Portland and Deering, and meeting her fac-
ulty colleagues, I was remindedof something
she and I have talked about many times: the
parallels between being Deaf in a hearing
world and being gay in a heterosexist soci-
ety.

Like homosexuality, deafness is
both a state of being and a culture. Both
groups have been stigmatized as “unfit,”
and both have experienced recent liberation
movements, symbolized for the Deaf com-
munity by the rejection of the term “hearing
impaired” in favor of “Deaf” (with a capital
letter).

It was in the nineteenth century,
that great age of scientific progress, that
Alexander Graham Bell invented the hear-
ing aid and declared that Deaf adults should
be prevented from marrying lest they breed
Deaf children and weaken the race. Just
about the time that medical experts were
busy coining the term “homosexuality” for
what they considered a pathological condi-
tion, Bell was writing about “improving” on
nature and “comecting” God’s mistakes.
And just as the medicalization of homo-
sexuality led to a hundred years of
“treatments,” from psychotherapy to elec-

tric shock, Bell’s obsession with “normaliz-
ing” the Deaf led to a century of
oralism—vocalizing and speechreading (lip
reading)—a technique that experts now
know has less than a 50 per cent accuracy
rate. So enduring was the taboo against
signing that many Deaf adults can still recall
being punished, sometimes corporally, for
using theirhandsto talk. One of Michelle’s
Deaf colleagues told me of his youth at a
school for the Deaf where oralism is still the
guiding principle. Only whenhe wentaway
to college and leamed ASL (American Sign
Language) did he beginto feel “right” about
himself.

Because Deafness is a culture as
well as a condition, the Deaf community,
like the gay community, is beset by conflicts
over identity and strategy. Many of the
disagreements have to do with language:
proponents of ASIargue thatitis the natural
language of the Deaf and consider Signed
English (an attempt at theliteral rendering of
English vocabulary and syntax into signs)
assimilationist. Some in the Deaf commu-
nity favor sending Deaf childrén to be
mainstreamed in hearing schools; others
argue that only by growing up around chil-
dren and adults who share their culture can
Deaf children develop the self esteem to
empower them in the hearing world.

More than once during the day I
watched Michelle’s bright, interesting stu-
dents andimagined them separated and sent
off to hearing schools. I thought of how
strange and different they would appear to
kids who might laugh at them, or at best
tolerate them as exotic oddities. Such
thoughts reminded me of the stories I've
heard at OUTRIGHT, from lesbian and gay
youth who have suddenly found their com-
munity afteryears ofloneliness andisolation.

As a hearing teacher in a Deaf
school, Michelle walks a fine line, one that
I recognize in my own struggles as a hetero-
sexual advocate forthe rights of lesbian, gay
and bisexual people. Sometimes, she con-
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fidestome, she wondershow she canempower
her students when she herself is part of the
hearing society that oppresses them. Other
times, her face lights up as she describes a shy
student’s delight in a book she’s given him, or
a witty entry in a dialogue journal. Together,
we talk about what it means to be an ally. Wé
dream of the day when all hearing people will
beadvocatesforthe Deaf, and all heterosexuals
will support their lesbian, gay and bisexual
friends and relatives. I recall the words of
Eddie, a student I once read about in an article
on New York’s Harvey Milk School for les-
bian and gay youth: “Although having this
school is fabulous, I hope there will be a day
when there is no gay school. Because, you
know, honey, there shouldn’t have to be
one.”

CONUNDRUM, continued from page 2
stated that, “What happens when you only
bave an abstinence-based program is that you
miss ahuge percentage of the kids because you
look at the population of high school kids, and
by the time they are seniors, up to 74% of them
are sexually active. So, if you’reofxlyteaching
abstinence, you’re only talking to 26% of them
at that point.”

Sandy Lovell, an educator at Planned
Parenthood ad the mother of two daughters,
thinks that kids deserve accurate information
about how their bodies work. Lovell quotes a
survey which shows that 85% of parents do
want sex education in the schools. Lovell
insists, “I think the real issue here is that people
are just uncomfortable with sexuality and it’s
looked at as a value and treated like a moral
issue.” Lovell comes down on the side of kids
postponing sexual behavior, but she at least
wants them to feel OK about having sexual
feelings.

Beth thinks a community approach to
sexuality anditsdangersis best. Underlying all
this talk, of course, is fear of AIDS, and Beth
wanits kids to be ready to deal with that safely
and sanely.

The show then moved into the panel
discussion with a call-in questions phase. Erc

McCabe-Johnson and Wendy Hazard were
the co-hosts. Bill Doughty, Director of Cur-
rculumand Assessment forthe Portland Pub-
lic Schools, Christina Mason, a junior at
Deering High and student rep on the Advi-
sory Board and STD sub-committee, and
Noreen May, a member of Citizens for
Excellence in Education, were on the panel.

Much of the ensuing conversation re-
volved around the question of whether or
not to allow the students to be surveyed
regarding their sexual behavior and their
feelings about condom availability.

M:s. Mason, the student member of the
panel, was by far and away the most articu-
late, intelligent, wise and well-spoken per-
son in the room, including the people who
called in. She began by point out that two
years ago a survey of sex behavior, asking
far more explicit questions, was conducted
in the high school and caused no particular
controversy. She also underlined the fact
that the survey is anonymous and voluntary.
SomuchforMs. May’s opposition based on
invasion of privacy.

Bill Doughty, the consummate bu-
reaucrat, whose primary languageis Double
Talk, managed to agree with everybody and
say nothing. When asked why oppose the
survey, what was to be feared by gathering
information, he answered, incredibly, that
they (the Superintendent’s Office) want to
set policy first, before they know what the
target population is doing and thinking. He
then proceeded to shift the responsibility for
this decision to the School Committee, and
inthe process, artfully kissedhisbosses’ ass.

“Tom Edwards gave a very scholarly
and accurate responsetothe Advisory Board”
as to why he wouldn’t allow the survey to
proceed, but then, Doughty continued, in a
bow to “democracy” they dumped it in the
School Committee’s lap. Apparently, the
scholarly nature of Edwards’ response was
lost on the Board since they voted recently,
36to4 ,infavor of the survey. Doughty and
May were among the four opposed. (The

See CONUNDRUM, page 7
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ML/GPA’s annual
dinner planned

By: Celeste Gosselin

For the eighth year, members and
friends of the Maine Lesbian/Gay Political
Alliance will gather for their annual dinner
and awards banquet. The banquet is an
opportunity for members of the Alliance
and their friends to honor those who have
contributed to the civil rights movement in
Maine. The Annual Dinner and Awards
banquet is expected to draw 500 people
from around the state.

ML/GPA’s Annual Awards Dinner
and Banquet will be held at the Atrium at
‘Cooks Comer in Brunswick on Saturday,
March5,1994. Theeventbeginsat5:00 PM
with cocktails, followed by abuffet dinner at
6:00 PM. A brief awards ceremony will
follow the speaker. Dancing will begin at
9:30. Invitations will be mailed to all ML/
GPA members in late January or early Feb-
ruary. The price of tickets for the dinner is
$30 per person. Those interested in attend-
ing who are not members of ML/GPA, or
who need information regarding reduced
rate tickets, may call Ms. Judy Edgerly at
626-9309 or wiite to her c/o ML/GPA, PO
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Box 232, Hallowell, ME 04347.
Keynote speaker for the event is Lisa

Keen, the Senior Editor of The Washington :

Blade, the oldest and largest gay and lesbian
weekly publication in the United States.
Lisa is one of the veteran journalists in the
field of reporting on gay and lesbian issues.
She began her reporting for The Washing-
ton Blade in 1979 and joined the staff full-
time in 1981.

Inthe area of gay-related ballot issues
such as Colorado’s Amendment 2, she has
tracked the progress of more than 50 such
initiatives and referenda which have oc-
curred since 1974. Since the mid-1980’s,
Keen’s focus as a reporter has been on the
courtsand Congress. In1987 she completed
a lengthy two-part series on the mostly
hidden history of gay-related cases thathave
come before the U.S. Supreme Court. She
has also begun an annual analysis rating
how justices vote on cases involving gays.

For those traveling long distances or
otherwise wishing overnight accommoda-
tions, the Atrium has agreed to a special
room rate of $40. When making reserva-
tions, you must indicate that you are attend-
ing the ML/GPA dinner in order to receive
thisrate. Forreservations, call 729-5555. eee

If you've been looking for an apartment where you
control the temperature, and heat & hot water are
included, you're getting warm. Looking for on site
Fitness and Laundry facilities? Warmer. A variety of-
floorplans to suit your lifestyle? Ooh, real warm. All
this only 15 minutes from Portland or Brunswick?
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THE

UNE

OF YARMOUTH
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Offiée Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30 - 5:00
Sat 10:00 - 2:00 Sun 12:00 - 4:00

Managed by Coastal Management Company

CONUNDRUM, continued from page 6

Boardis made up of 40 people, half of whom
are parents.) :

Wendy Hazard nailed Mr. Doughty
on the absurdity of making policy before
information is gathered, but like all good
bureaucrats, he weaseled out with an illogi-
cal, multi-layeredanswerthat made nosense.
Can anyone sense the truth here: THEY
DON'TWANT THE SURVEY BECAUSE
THEY KNOW THE STUDENTS WILL
OVERWHELMINGLY SUPPORT CON-
DOMAVAILABILITY. Duh!

Wendy asked Noreento opine onthese
matters. Weleamed that Noreen May is not
a resident of Portland, and her two children
are not in Portland Schools. They are expe-
riencing what Noreen calls, “home school-
ing.” Others might call it full-time indoctri-
nation. She is a member of Citizens for
Excellence in Education, which s a radical,
far-right extremist group with a hidden
agenda. The “family values” of which they
speakincluderacism, hatred, bigotry, greed,
selfishness, hypocrisy and homophobia.

Noreen talked about this issue as a
right to privacy question and as government
intrusion, eventhough she knows the survey
is anonymous and voluntary, and even
though she acknowledged that the survey
two years ago uncovered valuable informa-

tion. One wonders whether her contradic-
See CONUNDRUM, page 8
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The AIDS Lodging House

233 Oxford Street ¢ P.O. Box 3820
Portland, Maine 04104
(207) 874-1000 * FAX (207) 874-1007

Withever-tightening state budgetsand
constantly increasing operating expenses,
Maine’s non-profit organizations such as
the AIDS Lodging House of Portland, have
had to become increasingly creative in the
approaches to fund raising.

“Comfort at Home” is a new fund-
raising event developed by the AIDS Lodg-
ingHouse. This program asksindividualsto
sponsor one or more of the AIDS Lodging
House monthly operating bills. Your spon-
sorship will be recognized through special
gift incentives donated by local businesses.
These incentives include gift certificates for
shoes, pizza, dating services, haircuts, cof-
fee,bagels, danceclasses, clothing and flow-
ers, just to name a few.

The AIDS Lodging House (ALH)is a
four unit building which provides safe, af-
fordable, comfortable housing for people
diagnosed with AIDS orHIV. Withthe help
of the community, the ALH offers a service
that would not otherwise be available to

people with this illness.
In the month of March our “Comfort
at Home” pledge chart will appear in this
publication. Our goal is to obtain 25 spon-
sors to meet April’s operating expenses for
the four units. Looking to the future, we
hope to obtain sponsors on a quarterly basis.
Please check this papér for further details.
Whilemuchof the ALH funding comes
from the State of Maine, the city of Portland
and the United Way fund-raising efforts,
ALH has been forced to rely more and more
on the generosity of individual donors like
you. “Comfort at Home” will help mini-
mize costincreases to ourtenants. Formore
information about our organization, or if
you would like to be a “Comfort at Home”
sponsor, contact John Devou at 879-0075.
Thank you for your interest and support of
the AIDS Lodging House.
‘Wewouldliketothank Christine Philion-
Dufourforbercreativity in coming up withthe
*“Comfort at Home” concept.
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Chew on This

As I write this article, it’s snowing
AGAIN... Oh well, suchis lifein Maine! All
this snow and cold only serves to remind me
just how lazy I ve been about physical exer-
cise since the holiday season began. My
slacksaretighteraroundthebelt,andI canfeel
the extra bulk before I even step on the scale
for the confirmation that I have indeed added
afew pounds.

I’'m also reminded that diet alone is not
theanswer. I, we,havetoMOVEthosebodies
in order to keep them fit and well. Winter
provides an additional challenge in that, short
of skiing, there are few outdoor opportunities
for physical exercise.

There are several ways to respond to
thisdilemma. Oneistojoinalocalhealth club.
Most of us live reasonably close to one, but
have you thought of your local hotel? For
instance, the Sheraton Tara in South Portland
hasanexcellentfacility whichincludesapool,
an exercise room with rowing and step ma-
chines, two treadmills, three bicycles, univer-
sal weights and free weights, hot tub and
saunasinboththemen’sand women’s chang-
ing rooms. Towels and keys are provided all
members. Check out the hotels in your city.

Of course, joining ahealth clubmay not
be an option for all of us because of limited
time or scant financial resources. There are,
however, otheralternatives, one of whichisto
set up our own exercise program at home.
With the glut of video exercise tapes avail-
able,one canrock with Richard Simmons, get
down with Cher, engage in peaceful Tai Chi
with David Caredine, or do Yoga with one of
the manyteachers whohave produceda video
tape for the home exercise enthusiast.

Still other avenues for exercise in the
winter are skating rinks, bowling and even
‘walking the mall’. Theideaisto “justdoit!”

For some of us, physical exercise is as
much a part of our lives as breathing. For
others, especially those of us who like to think
that we can get our required amount of energy
output simply by walking from the doorof the
house oroffice to the car, even thinking about
exercise quickens our heart rate! Young
bodies are very forgiving. They will tolerate
abuse and neglect with minimum retaliation.
But those of us who have long passed the
phase in our lives when we could refer to our
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bodies as being young can testify that as our
bodies age, they become far less forgiving.
Good eating habits and exercise become a
matter of survival

Exercise and good eating habits are a
matter of discipline. (Iknow.... 1 hat that word
too!) Many of us were raised on high fat and
high sugar diets. We were also probably not
encouraged to participate in regular exercise
as childrenbeyond one of our parents yelling:
“Why don’t you go out and play.” Breaking
away from thesé not-so-good habits takes
work and determination. It is well worth it.

Dean Omish, authorof STRESS,DIET
AND YOUR HEART, as well as Deepak
Chopra,authorof AGEL ESSBODY, TIME-
LESS MIND, both worth reading, agree that
acombination of diet and exercise are needed
to maintain a healthy body. Both also stress
that our bodies crave two kinds of exercise:
stretching to keep muscles and joints loose,
and aerobic exercise to keep a healthy heart.
Neither form needs to be done for more than
twenty minutes, but both are important.

So, before you go into your kitchen to
make a wonderful winter stew or healthy, but
gooey desert, take a bit of time to give your
body what it craves...a bit of exercise.

And, after you exercise, here’s a won-
derful stew to have simmering in your crock-
pot...something hot and nutritious waiting for
you afterahard day. The recipe comes from
the February 94 issue of VEGETARIAN
TIMES. We tred it recently, and it’s really
wonderful!

SPICY BLACK BEAN STEW
1/4 cup water
1 large onion, chopped
2 medium red bell peppers, chopped
2 tbs. minced garlic
1 stalk celery, diced
1 cup diced carrots
3 cups diced fresh or canned tomatoes

1 cup V-8 or tomato juice
15 oz can of black beans, rinsed and drained
3 tsp. chili powder, orto taste,
1/4 cup diced canned chilies
1 tsp. cumin
1/2 tsp. coriander
Salt and pepper to taste
In a skillet, over medium-high heat,
bring water to simmering. Add onions, bell
pepper and gardic. Cover and steam for 3
minutes. Spoon into slow cooker. Add
remainingingredients, except saltand pepper.
Cook on low for 6 to 8 hours, or until stew is
thick. Salt and pepper to taste. Serves 6.
Perserving: 180Cal; 8gProt.; 0.6g Fat;
35g Carb.; 0 Chol.; 246mg Sod.; 8g Fiber.
(Vegan)

CONUNDRUMS, continued from page 7
tions, some even in the same sentence,
stem from ignorance or just her natural
hypocrisy.

She actually draws a distinction be-
tween the students asking the survey ques-
tions and the Advisory Board asking the
questions because one is “Big Govemn-
ment”!! Excuse me, Noreen, it’s anony-
mous and voluntary—remember? She also
objects on the grounds that she feels the
Board is already pro-condom so the whole
thing isunfairand biased. I wonderif she’d
feel that way if the prevailing opinion
coincided with herown? Also, please note
that she got involved on the Board withher
mind already made up.

Ms. Mason very gracefully disputed
the outrageous charge by Ms. May that the
Board is biased. Christina acknowledged
that some Board members will probably
voteforcondom availability, but others are
looking at the information and statistics
before deciding. Ms. May haslittle faithin
democracy, I gather.

Mr. Doughty regained control of the
microphone and rambled on about this
being the “best” Advisory Board ever(even
though he’s against what they are doing)
and that in his judgment this will be a “very
interesting exerciseindemocracy.” Amaz-
ing, in the midst of this heated controversy,
Mr. Doughty was able to make a stirring
conclusion with which no one could dis-
agree. Sort of like concluding that what-

ever the outcome of the war in Bosnia, it
rained a lot.

Co-host McCabe-Johnson shame-
lessly cavedin to Ms. May’s assertion that
the pro-condom forces were already de-
cided, and he asked Ms. Mason how she
would vote on the matter. Ms. Mason
should have refused to answer, and could
easily have pointed out that Noreen May is
already decided. Why is being in favor of
something any more suspect than being
againstit? Noreen May gotinvolvedinthis
question from the start because she is op-
posed, and will let no information to the
contrary sway her. Her position is farmore
rigid than anyone else’s.

McCabe-Johnson relieved the ten-
sion by taking a call. Amusingly, the
narrow-minded caller raked Mr. Doughty
over the coals for “pushing the issue.”
Doughty go so rattled that he forgot the
question, and Ms. Mason came to the res-
cue and reconstructed the wording.

Ms. May then weighed in with the
preposterous accusation that eardier in the
year the Board knowingly accepted false
information -and tried to push through a
condom availability plan. Ms. May was
repeatedly substituting the word “distribu-
tion” for “availability” in order to deliber-
ately inflame the hysteria around this
issue. Ms. Mason had pointed out the vast
differencebetween “availability” and “dis-
tribution” prior to Ms. May’s misstate-
ments.

Co-hostJohnsonthen played aChris-
tian Rap provided by Ms. May, interrupt-
ing Ms. Mason’s ability to respond to the
outlandish charges made by Mar. Upon
returning to the discussion, it was Ms.
Hazard who called May on her statements
and asked her why she is so opposed to
condoms. -

May said condoms break. She also
said that 90% of sex education should
stress abstinence (100% of it does now).
She cited statistics from imaginaxy schools
“out west” and said that if the abstinence
program in Portland is not working, then
they’re not teaching it right.

This survey is about education and
information. The Board has voted to go
ahead with the survey. The nextmoveisup
to the School Committee. oo
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Lessons from the
epidemic - Part VII

Over 500,000 people died last year in
Americafromtheiraddictiontodrugs, mostly
nicotine and alcohol. Addictionis the single
most expensive and hidden costin the medi-
cal care system. One of the most important
and powerful lessons we are learning from
the HIV epidemic is that we have another
raging epidemicin ourland - ADDICTION.
Itisacultural, spiritual and physical disease.

Along with the awareness of addiction
as a disease, the period of time we have
experenced the epidemic has also been a
period of time that has seen an explosion in
the number of people using 12-step pro-
grams to deal with their various addictions.
I believe that there are no coincidences.

Too often many of us have seen addic-
tion as a moral issue. “If you can’t control
your drinking, then stop,” epitomizes that
concept. Since HIV is transmitted by intra-
venous drug users when sharing needles,
our work in the epidemic demanded that we
take a closerlook at addiction and at addicts.

This was often a painful look, as most
of us have personal experiences with addic-
tion and addicts. Many of us grew up in
homes where alcohol or other drugs created
problems. We would often rather not look
at addiction and its ramifications because of
the personal memories it can bring up. But
also, we were afraid to see the manifestation
of the disease in ourselves, if it was present.
Sure there are cocaine addicts, and heroin
addicts, crack addicts and alcoholics. But
there are also workaholics, sex addicts, shop-
ping addicts, food addicts and codependents.
We can be addicted to cleaning, chocolate,
exercise and controlling others. We canuse
behaviors and substances to avoid feeling
our feelings and living within our own real-
ity.

With addiction such a powerful force
and threatin our lives, it was easier toignore
it. *“The junkies and dope fiends are the real
problem. They should just say no and clean
uptheiract!” But as we began working with
people who are addicts, we met some very
human and deeply spiritual people. People
who use are suffering from a disease. A
disease that has consistent symptoms and
whose outcome, untreated, often leads to
death. This is really scary. What did we
learn about the disease of addiction?

We learned that there are clear Pat-
terns of Addiction. These are the same for
drug andbehavioraddictions, andindicatea
progression of the disease that oftenleads to
death. These pattems include: increasing
dose size or frequency of behavior (we use
more and more to get relief), preoccupation
with the substance or behavior (our time is
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spent thinking about, planning for and ob-
sessing about our addiction), the develop-
ment of a drug seeking behavior and style
(we change our life to enable ourselves to
“get the drug”), mastery of drug abuse skills
(we become good at “using”), and the in-
ability to stop regardless of adverse conse-
quences (so often this is the piece that others
can see clearly). The progression of the
disease of addictions is clear.

While the AIDS epidemic has helped
to open our eyes to addiction, denial,
addiction’s major characteristic, is still with
us. It is not just the addict who denies by
trying to “control” the addiction, itisalsothe
whole society who denies by refusing to
provide help. Treatment on demand has

-become apowerful sloganinthefight against

AIDS. Yet, there are still too few treatment
opportunities available for those who want
help. If we can stop blaming the addict, we
can start treating the disease.

12 - Step Programs are also still with
us. Individuals who use these programs
have developed effective means of chang-
ing their behavior and maintaining that be-
havior change. These programs and their
wisdom are great gifts for those who use
them.

However, we need more treatment
programs for chemical dependency, and
more importantly we need to recognize our

an addiction. We need to see workaholism
for what it is and not peddle it as a panacea
in a capitalist world. We need to take our
own inventories and make changes. Each
change begins with the first step. Only then
will we all be able to see the impact of the
epidemic of addiction on each of us.

VALENTINE’S DAY
GREETINGS

YVVVYVVYIVVYVIVYIVYVIYVYIVYVY
Baby, baby, baby, baby, baby, baby, baby,
baby, baby, baby, baby, baby, Pookster
baby, baby, baby, baby, baby, baby, baby,
baby, baby, baby, baby, baby, baby, baby,
baby, baby, baby.

YYVYVYVVYVVPIVVYyYIVPVYVIVIYVIVYY
To my hot “little boy” in OOB —WOOF.
I can still smell you, Valentine. Even
after all this time. You see how you are?
Love you and miss you. —""Daddy”

YV eIvYVYYVYIYIRYY

To the sweetest, sexiest, most beautiful
woman I’ ve ever known. You take my
breath away. Michelle Russell and I
haven’t gotten it back yet. Happy
Valentine’s Day! Love you, KAW

AR A A AL A AL A A A

Grandmere's Farm
Buckfield, Maine
207/336-2484

/7227 Creamy white sheep pelts,
3" fleece
Meat: Rabbit
Lamb (whole or half)

""Gayly'' raised and cared for

cultural codependence and see how it is also

oe. 7 !
Leah Aranovitch, BA MA CPT
American Council on Exercise
1st Place Ms. Maine Masters 1992

Che IBody SFimm

In our 4th year of operation.
Body sculpting
through weight training
Offering personally designed one-
on-one programs for beginning
through advanced weight training.

Also offering sports specific
weight training:

¢ Running ¢ Tennis

e Golf e Skiing

e Cycling e Swimming

e Team sports

PERFORM BETTER
Saco & Portland Locations

207-284-5376

LOOK BETTER FEEL BETTER
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Treating the whole person
is the key to wholeness.
Counseling available on a
sliding fee scale.

Rose Mary Denman
MA., M. Div.

Portland, Maine
207/879-0371

Rudy (Gator) Oberzan
Personal Trainer
1st Place Mr. Teen, Maine 1990
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don’t listen to that stuff anymore. But, if to any queer jokes.”

GOAL, continued from page 2
your organization and the response from
otherofficers,” Iinquired. Sandy could only
answer for Lawrence, Massachusetts. She
said, “There are mixed emotions on both
sides. Some guysdon’t care either way, but
then again, I'm a female. There’s only one
other female officer, and she doesn’t care
either. I'm sure if I wasa guy I'd get alot of

“So there are no males?” I probed.
Sandy informed, “No males are out. 1 have
strong suspicions, but I'm not gonna force
‘em out either. I'm sure they’d get more
problems than I do.”

“Sobasically thereis no verbal abuse,”

you’re not out, you’re gonna continue to
listen to that stuff because they talk that way.
I was in the South Portland Police Depart-
ment a few months ago when they bad the
election and they said, ‘Well the French did
something good. At least they kicked the
fucking queers out of Lewiston.” If you’re
not out, you have to listen to stuff like that.
Even if they don’t want to come out they
need support; someone to talk to, someone
who understands the kind of atmosphere
they work in and the kind of pressure they’re
under because of their sexual identity.
“When you came out in you’re work
setting, did people just automatically stop

Dan continued, “In the police station I
imagine you’d still hear stuffthat would hurt
you.” Sandy acknowledged, “They are set
in their ways, but you getusedtoit.” Dan
offered, “If you belong to something like
this, (GOAL) atleast there’ll be people who
understand what you’re going through. And
youdon’thave tobe out. You don’thaveto
march in the parades orbe inthe papers. A
lot of people are afraid to do that.”

Sandy noted, ““You don’t evenhave to
be at the meetings all the time. Just get the
newsletter and be supported and know that
you can call somebody if you need help,
until you get to the point where you wanna

I'summed. Dan jumpedin, “Thereis, and if doingthat?” Ipuzzled. Danexplained, “No, be at the meetings and you wanna be with

you’re not out, it’s just as bad because
they’11 be saying these things right infront of
you. They’ll be talking about those ‘fucking
queers’ orsomething, youknow. Andthat’s
like stabbing you and you can’t do anything
about it because you’re not out, so you’re
not gonna stand up for yourself. That used
to happen to me at work. They’d say things
like that and tell ‘queer’ jokes until it got to
me so bad that I couldn’t stand it anymore.
I had to tell them that I was gay and I wasn’t

people would walk out of the room when I
walked in. At first it wasn’t warm at all.
They got scared. Withthe exception of one
ortwo people, the others just didn’t talk to
me anymore for awhile, and then they
started to warm up and come around. They
gotused to it, and everyone is friendly now
and I don’t have to listen to that stuff any-
more.”

I probed deeper, “Was there a period
where people still did that and you’d call

going to put up with that shit anymore. And themonit?” Danretorted, “No. Eversince

that’s worked for me. The people come
around.
“I get along fine with everybody and I

I'told them I was gay, they’ ve never done it.
They’ ve been cold to me, but they haven’t
said anything to me. Idon’t have to listen

GOOD

“Smoking,” Allison said quickly.

and wiped the bar.

KataHDIN

Wc came in from the cold, quict streer and entered the warmth
and bustle of Katahdin. The place was packed. The host, an
attractive blonde man apologetically told us that there would be a
short wait for a table. “Would you mind waiting at the bar?” he
asked. “No problem,” I replied. “Smoking or non-smoking?”

This was my first ime at Katahdin. Allison had been here with
friends and had been raving about it for months. “You'll love the
food,” she whispered as we made our way to a couple of empry
barstools. We sat down and were approached from behind the bar by
a beautiful and vivacious woman of a certain age. She looked very
familiar. “Can I help you?” she asked as she cleared off the emprics

COOKIN’

1 asked for a martini and Allison ordered 2 hot chocolate. While
we waited for our drinks I looked around, mking in the place. Nice *
old quilts on the wall. A andelabra that would have given Liberace
nightmares. An orange ceramic fish with rows of lights. Interesting
art on display. Eclecric with 2 capital E.

“Here you go,” the bartender said as she put our drinks in front
of us. My martini was served in a small carafe nestled inside a bowl
of crushed ice. Very classy. “This is quite 2 presentation,” I said.
“That’s the name of the game at Katahdin,” she replied with a smile.
I had to ask her, “You look familiar. Where have I seen you before?”
She laughed and said, “My name’s Gloria and I've been doing this
for a lot of years in a lot of different places, seems I've ment most
everyone in Portland. No telling where we might have mer.” She
gave me a friendly wink and went off to wait on someone else.

My martini was perfect. I was so content that if I'd been a cat I
would have been purring my head off. As for Allison, I didn’t have
time to ask how she was doing. She was greedily slurping down her
hot chocolate in 2 manner that didn’t become her. I almost resented
it when the host came up and told us that our table was ready.

774-1740 * SPRING AND HIGH STREET
MON-THURS 5PM - 10PM = FRI AND SAT S5PM - 11PM
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people.”

“How many members are there in
NewEngland?” Iasked. Sandy claimedthat
there are between 55 and 60 members, and
that there would be more, but they haven’t
had the press to get out the news that their
organization exists.

Dan wanted to emphasize his willing-
ness to be a contact person for GOAL/NE
hereinMaine. Anyoneinterestedin GOAL/
NE, or who would like to go to a meeting,
can write to Dan O’Neil at P.O. Box 55,
Biddeford, ME 04005, or call him at 772-
8494. ;

Dan is a probation officer here in
Maine which exemplifies the fact that
GOAL/NE includes members from all
branches of law enforcement (even District
Attorneys!), not just theuniformed services,
and all levels—local, state and federal.

Sandy retumed to the subject of col-
league reaction. She feels that the attitude
of the other officers depends on how you
come out. If you’re forced out that can be
bad. But if you tell your friends, and they
tell their friends, it’s much better.

Sandy asked Dan, “You told your
friends?” Danreplied, “No. Thefirstperson
I told was my supervisor, but he was the
biggest offender; he was the worst one. So
I went into his office one day and had a
meeting with him and told him. And then I
left it up to him how he wanted to deal with
it with the other people. He told everybody
that I had informed him that I was gay and
they bad to be more sensitive to those kind
of issues around me. And it worked!”

“Have you heard any stories from
other members who had a more difficult
time of it?” I pumped. Sandy delivered,
“Wehave one guy now who’s been charged
with indecent assault, or something like
that, and he’s supposed to be in court this
month. He’s been suspended pending the
outcome of the trial.” Sandy furthered,
“Mike Camey, the vice-presidentof GOAL/
NE is a Springfield (Mass.) cop who got
fired for being gay before we had the law.
He’s been fighting ever since to get his job

back. They keep shooting him down. Just
for being gay be got fired. So be’s had a
rough time of it. He has the support of his
friendsthere, but the Department as awhole,
they give him a lot of trouble. It’s not that
easy to be out, I'm telling you.”

“Well, I wouldthink that inthe context
of police it would be difficult,” I sympa-
thized. Dan concurred, adding, “It’s gotta
be one of the most difficult places to be out.
It’d be like the military just about.” Sandy
added, “Yeah, well they have their jokes
they like to play. They’ll leave a condom
around or they’ll leave little notes, but they
do get better. My Department’s gotten
much better with me. Idon’t see any more
problems. Some of the old guys though,
they don’t even like you being a woman
much less being gay, so I have to listen to
that.” Dan agreed, “Some of those guys:
don’t like women cops.”

Sandy explained, “Some of them have
changed because they say, ‘you’re awoman
cop but you like what Ilike so you’re alright
now. The other woman cop, who’s straight,
doesn’t like what we like, so she doesn’t
belonghere.” AslongasIlike whatthey like
I’m alright.”

“Yeah, that’s true, I suppose a gay
woman has something in common with
some of those guys,” Iopined. Sandy agreed,
“Yeah,Ido, withacouple of guys. Theylike
that. As long as I have the same taste in
women as they do, they’ll let me in. They
always ask me, ‘Would you,’” and I say,
“You guysarebad,” buthey, they accept me,

See GOAL, page 12 |
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Money Talk

By: Peter J. Callnan, CPA

“What tax form should I file?”

This is probably one of the most com-
monly asked questions this time of year. So,
why don’t we review the different Forms
that can be filed with the IRS. The three
forms are a 1040EZ, 1040A, and a 1040.
Basically they are the ‘Easy’, ‘Short’, and
‘Long’ versions. Filing a different form
may allow you to save on yourtaxes. Don’t
assume the form sent by the IRS is the best
one foryou touse. Review this information
for tax saving opportunities. Good luck!
File a Form 1040EZ if:

SR

Yol

A You are single or married filing
jointly and have NO DEPENDENTS.

A Taxable income is less than $50,000.

A Income is only from wages, salary,
tips, taxable scholarships or fellowships, and
interest income less than $400.

A You have no adjustments to income
(like an IRA contribution).

A You don’t itemize deductions.

A There are no other taxes or tax
credits to report.

File a Form 1040A if:

A Taxable income is less than $50,000
and you HAVE DEPENDENTS.

A Your income is from one of those
listed above or:

eInterest and dividends-no limit
*Pensions, annuities and IRA’s
sUnemployment compensation
«Taxable social security or railroad
retirement
benefits

A You’re making a deductible or non-
deductible IRA contribution.

A You don’t itemize deductions.

A Your only other taxes are the
advance eamed income credit or altemnative
minimum tax.

health insurance
*Deduction for 1/2 of self-employ-
ment tax
*Any other adjustments

A You itemize your deductions on
Schedule A.

A You are subject to other taxes such
as sclf-employment and any others, includ-
ing those listed above.

A You utilize any tax credits other than
those listed above.

PHILADELPHIA:

Movie Review

By: Luke Balboni

Tom Hanks said that Philadelphia is
about the way we treat each other. I’ ve seen
this moviein which he stars, and I think he’s
right. There are many levels upon which
this ‘treating each other’ takes place. For
example, we see the way straight lawyers
treat a closeted gay man. We see the way
they treat a young up-and-comer.

We see the way a straight lawyertreats
a prospective client with AIDS, the way the
straight lawyer’ s friends treat him for repre-

A Your only tax credits mcludc senting a gay man, the way hospital staff
HONIKA *The eamed income credit treat the lover of someone with AIDS. We
TREUTS / ’ I l \ Wit »A credit for child or dependent see the way the gay man’s family treats their
[, l 21 & e s care eXpenses son and brother, the way lawyers treat each
[ [ ; ] *A credit for eldedy or disabled other when one of their own strays from the
\\ L * \ ( s File a Form 1040 if: code, and we see the way the jury considers
30 A Taxable income is over $50,000. the ‘rights’ of a gay man dying of AIDS.
A Your income is from any source Some of these behaviors will uplift
including all of the above and: you, such as the family support Andrew
«Self Employment - Schedule C Beckett (Hanks’ character) gets orthedevo-
e *Rents & Royalties-Schedule E tion of his lover (played by Antonio
g "UVIENCES ONLY *Capital Gains-Schedule D Banderas). Some of the otherbehaviors will
“/ CELEBRATION OF SEXUAL'CHAQS!” *Taxable state tax refunds sicken you, such as the barroom behavior of
Folsiinklpe: sAlimony Denzel Washington’s buddies with their
7 7 4= 19 g g «Sale of your home-Form 2119 overt and disgusting expressions of ho-
*Any other sources mophobia.
Upen : dags A You have adjustments to Total HOMOPHOBIA, a noxious and fatal
Income such as: social disease which afflicts every waking
Lower Lobby *Deductible or non-deductible IRA  moment of the homosexual reality. There’s
151 Middle St., Portland contributions a lot of homophobia in this film. There is
eAlimony paid much more in our lives.
*Deduction for self-employed Most of the occurrences of homopho-
INSURANCE & P'NKHAM
BONDING & AGENCY, INC.
INSURANCE AND BONDING
| CALL AND COMPARE
BUSINESS CAL;QNGDSSZAZARE PERSONAL
¢ BUILDING/CONTENTS = e AUTO
« GENERAL LIABILITY Toll Free « HOME/MOBILE HOME
o BUSINESIS AUTO 1-800 649-5044 e CONDO/RENTERS
Ly aoioncreiss
« UMBRELLA LIABILITY 473 Main St. Lewiston « SNOWMOBILES
* MARINE "Generations of Trust" e LIFEHEALTH

bia in the movie are left alone. They stand
there. No one answers them. The movie, as
awhole, answers the bigots, perhaps unsat-
isfactorily, but for me it serves its purpose.
Itislike having abucket ofice waterdumped
on you. Wake up! Gay rights is a life and
death struggle. We have enemies who want
to kill us, hurt us, jail us. If this film helps
alert you to these realities, then it has served
a great and higher purpose. Go get pissed

Offt e

THE GATHERING

Meets every Tuesday
7:00-9:00 PM

USM Commuter Lounge
Student Center, Portlland Campus
A safe space to discuss issues
concerning lesbian, gay, bisexual
and transgendered people

Feb. 15 - The Military:An Inside
Pe; ive

March 8 - Ex-Lovers and Small
Community: Maintaining Connections.

March 22 - Long Term Companions:
The Politics of Gay & Lesbian Families.
Karen Ludwig & Catherine MicConnell

J

April 12 - Gender Dysphoria, Cross-
Dressing and Transsexualism: |
Personal Accounts.

April 26 - Coffee House & Dance
Featured performers: Cathy Poole and
That Eternal Desire. DJ Deb will spin
tunes. Catered by Barbara's Kitchen &
The Coffee Grounds, Inc.

|

No meetings Feb. 22nd & March 29th

Sponsored by: The Counselling Center;

The Alliance for Sexual Diversity; Women's
Forum; Student Life; Student Health;
Women's Studies; and The Women's
Center.
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GOAL, continued from page 10
s0.”

On a different tack I asked, “is there a
perception that gay police officers would
behave differently on the job; like would
they be less brave or treat certain people
more or less favorably.” Sandy retorted,
“They tend torespond along with the stereo-
type that a gay woman wouldbe tougherand
a gay man weaker.” Dan offered, “They
might think that if you went into a gay
situation you might not do what a hetero-
sexual person would do, but I don’t think it
would be any different thanif someone were
Irish and they went to break up an Irish
party.”

Igrilled, “Have you had any situations
where you went to deal with a situation at a
gay bar or arrested gay people?’ Sandy
responded, “There’s only one gay barin my
area and it’s not even in my city.” Sandy
explained that most of her area’s gay people
are closeted, so the type of incident I'm
looking for just “never happens.” She did
say that the only gay-bashing she knows of
is her own.

Dan included that one time when he
was with the South Portland Police he
stopped a woman for speeding and she told
him she had just come from the Under-
ground. She smiled. Dan wondered what
that had to do with anything and gave herthe

ticket. He concludesthatone’s sexual orien-
tation doesn’t make any difference. “You
do your job.”

Dan added, “T supervise (as their Pro-
bation Officer) several people who are gay
and it doesn’t make any difference.” Dan
has also been assigned the task of preparing
pre-sentence investigations on people who
are gay and those canbe slanted, but he goes
by the same guidelines as he would for
anyone.

Dan has even had to deal with a case
where the crime was gay-bashing and it was
difficult for him, but he was very careful not
to do .anything different from established
procedure. Infact, he’s had two such cases,
one of whichis current. A probationerofhis
went out and robbed and beat up a gay
person. Dan knows the victim. Thisis a
tough situation, buthe goes by the book and
does not let his personal feelings get in the
way.

Dan wenton, “lusedto bein Intensive
Supervision whichis ahouse arrest program
(recently done away with). I'had to super-
vise a whole family who beat up, kidnapped
and robbed a gay person. First, I had the
daughter, then the mother, and they were
both involved in this with the boyfriend.
They kidnapped this guy, beat him up and
robbed him and I had to supervise them for
18 months. Ikept a close watch on them. I

motivation ? ?

get up and go
drive to take on anything
inspiration
passion

life as it can be.

acoach...
helps you learn something new
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acoach... RS A0 e
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delot FERRRIE
\3\‘““,‘.: S8
e 55 o

142 High St., Portland * 353-5850
Cindy Lupien, MEd.

Motivational Coaching|

wasn’t gonna let them get away with any-
thing, but I wouldn’t let anyone get away
with anything.”

. “Kidnappedhimforalength of time?”
Iaskedincredulously. “Yeah, they tookhim
all the way up to Houlton, where they were
found, and in the process, beat him up and
robbed him. He (the victim) knew these
people knew him, and knew he was gay, but
they probably figured it’s OK to do that to

him. But, they got caught.”

Dan filled in, “The male involved got
all sorts of jail time, but the two females got
none, just the Intensive Supervision Pro-
gram. They didn’t go to jail at all. A
miscarriage of justice, I thought.” Dan
added that women with children are often
not sentenced to jail and Sandy said that
people with no criminal history don’t go
either, sometimes.

Sandy rejoined, offering the story of
her bashing, “when I got beat up at the gay
bar in Methuen, MA (the only one around
Memimac Valley). It got shut down, and
then auctioned off and re-opened by another
gay person. It is now called the Suburban
Country Club.

“Iwasn’t working that night, butI was
ontheforce at that time. I wentupto pickup
afriend, and right outside the bar two guys
beat meup. One wasa Correction’s Officer
and the other was his half-brother. They
claimed they didn’t know it was a gay bar
but they did get jail time (6 months, 1 1/2
years probation) on a felony conviction for
civil rights violation” under Massachusetts’
gay-rights law.

Dan added that the Attorney General
in Maine can, and has, prosecuted such
cases under the hate-crimes law, particu-
larly regarding the gay-bashing FSU Posse.
("FSU” stands for Fuck Shit Up.)

Dan works for the State Department
of Corrections in Biddeford, but he livesin
Portland. It’sunclear whether EPP provides
him any protection. He did risk firing when
he came out, but he didn’t think that would
happen. He stated, “What usually happens
is they harass you so badly you quit.”

Moving on, Dantold me thathe doesn’t
work with juveniles. He was a juvenile case

“worker in Skowhegan for a while, but

presently has no one under the age of 18. I
asked him if he thought that because of

stereotyping he was kept away from juve-
niles.

Dan ruminated, “Well, when a juve-
nile case worker retired, there were two of
us who had been working on the Intensive
Supervision Program which ended at the
same time, so one of us was going to adult
probation and one to juvenile. I had had
some experience with junvenile probation,
and before my even being a cop all my
experdence was with juveniles. I was a
youthful offender counselor and Ilhad una
youth program in the town in New York
where I came from. But my supervisor
neverasked me which I preferred nor did he
offer me the juvenile job. If he had asked
though I would have said no. Working with
adults is a lot clearer. It kinda bugged me
that he never considered me for it.”

I challenged, “What makes you think
your supervisor was affected by certain
prejudices?” Dan said that the homophobia
expressedinthe past, suchashis supervisor’s
comment that, “as long asI’m supervisorno
fucking queer is ever gonna get on this
program,” suggested his decision was col-
ored. It was statements like this that forced
Dan to come out to his boss.

Dan said that he doesn’t really get
along with his supervisorlikeheused to, but
he doesn’t care if his supervisor sees this
article. Sandy chimed in, “He’s going to
have more to worry about than this article if
he reads a gay newspaper.”

Dan has been associated with GOAL/
NE since the March On Washington in
April. He says that some of the people at
work know about GOAL and his member-
ship in it, particularly his office-mate. Dan
has marched in Pride marches with GOAL
in New York and Boston. Sandy said that
New York City GOAL marches with
GOAL/NE; “This year they brought fire-
men, too!”

Sandy said that there are a thousand
members of GOAL just in the New York
Metro area alone, and then many more in
the rest of the state, not to mention New
Jersey.

*“Has there been a National Conven-
tion of GOAL,” I mused? “There’ll be one
this year,” Sandy trumpeted. It’ll be on the
Thursday before the Gay Pride March in

See GOAL, page 14
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Norma Kraus Fule
MW, LC8W

Licensed Clinical Social Worker

Individual, Group and
Relationship Therapy

10 Minot Avenue
Auburn, Maine 04210

(207) 7848741

Achiever's Edge
Counseling

Individuals ¢ Couples

Stress Management
Sexual Issues
Men's Issues

Women's Issues

Sexual Addictions

871-8134

Nicholas Seferlis
MS, L.C.RC.

Marianne Trottier
MS, L.C.P.C.

222 St. John St. ¢ Portland

Biddeford
Portland

Paulette M. Bonneau LCSW

Licensed Clincial Social Worker

Addictions
Eating Disorders
Abuse Issues
Relationships

Insurance Reimbursable

207-283-9109
207-871-5238

Individual, Couple
Group, Family
Psychotherapy .

/ Bersy HooD
M.A., LS.A.C.

Licensed Substance Abuse Counselor

Individual and Group Therapy
for Addictions, Codependence
and Family-of-Origin issues.

Specializing in the healing of
childhood wounds.

1 Middle Road
Cumberland Foreside

Maine, 04110

829-3221

Frederick B. Wolf, M. Div.. S.T.D.

Pastoral Counsellor

153 State Street

Portland, Maine 04101 (207) 879-0757

womenspace

COUNSELING CENTER

Joanne H. Clarey Ed.D., L.C.P.C.
871-0377

Vivian L. Wadas M.A., L.C.P.C.
774-2403

236 Park Ave, Portland, Maine

453-4403

lrene M, Con, msw,cesu

Licensed Clincial Social Worker
Psychotherapy

Insurance Reimbursable
Evening Appts. Available

Fairfield, ME

Individuals,
Group, Couples

Michelle Bolen
Licensed Clinical Social Worker

General Practice * Individual & Groups * Education & Presentations

Specialties include...
childhood abuse issues * anger management ¢ women's issues

51 Ocean Avenue ° Portland, Maine 04103
773-5573




CPR iy v vy vy v e v vy

GOAL, continued from page 12

New York, during the week of celebration
prior to the March. (The conference will be
held on June 23, 1994 from 9 AM to 4 PM at
the Merchants Club in New York City. Hotel
spaces are still available at the St. Moritzonthe
Park, 50 Central Park South, New York, NY
10019, (212)755-5800.)

: Sandy and Dan said they are hoping this
article will result in new members. They have
relied onthe press for most of theiradvertising,
and Sandy said that there will be ads soon in
Brotherhood of Police Officers, Law and Or-
der Magazine and Police. Pride Marches and
fund-raisers are other means for geltmg the
word out that GOAL is there.

Both Sandy and Dan emphasized that
they do not “out” people. GOAL is a support
group. Now that he is a member Dan said that
even though Worcester, Massachusetts is a
long drive, he really gets a lot out of the
meetings and wouldn’t miss them. Sandy
agreed that once you start going they become
important to you. :

Sandy acknowledged that the organiza-
tion is largely made up of local police rather
than state police (GOAL is open to all law
enforcement) and there are more men than
women (which is true of police in general).

The centerpiece of a GOAL meeting is
often afeatured speaker, but thereis also time
for the various members to discuss more per-
sonal issues. Nomcisaskﬁdtospeak; it’s
strictly voluntary.

Samiysmdmaﬂmewiﬂbemxmcmbets
of GOAL who will be teaching sensitivity

will soon be transferred to Community Po-
licing. This interview came on the heels of
the 60 Minute (CBS News) interview with
Chief Pastore of the New Haven Police
Department. Sandy said her lieutenant has
been in touch with Pastore, and that
Lawrence, Massachusetts is about to em-
brace this policing concept with greater
enthusiasm. The Portland Police Officers
that we see around here on bicycles are part
of this idea.

I asked Sandy and Dan what effect
they are having on the other police. Sandy
said that most of the officers got their ideas
about gay peoplefrom stereotypes, and they
would say that they know when someone is
gay. Andthen they find out and they see that

their judgements were wrong. “It teaches |

them something, that’s for sure.”

Dan agreed, “Yeah, it’s an education.
They don’t know a gay person, orthat a gay
person could possibly be a cop, so it’s an
eye-opening thing.”

“Aside from the effect on your col-
leagues do you think that you are helping to
promoteless homophobiainthe community
atlarge?,” I queried. Dan answered, “No.
It’snot anissue. It doesn’t getinto my work.
People may suspect because I have stickers
all over my truck that say I'm queer, Idon’t
hide it.” Sandy thinks that she does have a
positive impact on the community because
she is on the street and is out to the whole
city.

In wrapping up, Dan wanted to em-
phasize that GOAL/NE is here and he’d be

training at the Boston Police Academy, “andif glad to introduce anyone to the organiza-

this works out, we're hoping to get into the
Massachusetts State Criminal Justice System.
Connecticut has asked us to do sensitivity
training for local police.”

Sandy had mentioned eardier that she

SISTER CREATIONS
Gifts that support and
empower women

RELOCATION

Womens Inspued Calendars & Datebooks
Women Made Pottery, Crafts & Jewelry
Pride: Greeting Cards, Buttons & Decals
Expanded: Lines of Pride,Lesbian/Feminist Jewelry
Pride: T-shirts & Sportswear
KIKI T-shirts, Totes, Posters & Sweats
Lesbian/Feminist Books & Magazines
. .. and other interesting gift ideas . .

CHRIS AND TRET

Concert Tickets

Open Weekends only:

Sat. 10 a.m. -6 p.m.
Sun. 10 a.m. -5 p.m.

FREEPORT OUTLET 231 U.S.RT. 1
FREEPORT, ME 207-865-4959

tion. Sandy said that she wants any inter-
ested person to contact them in whatever
way feels most comfortable whether it be

through Dan, their phone number or their -

address. (See sidebar.)

Both agreed that the most important

benefit of membership is the understanding

you will get about what it is like to workin
a homophobic workplace, and the support =
you can count on if you decide to come out - _

to your Department.

This interview was among the most
interesting ever done by this writer. Dan S
and Sandy offered us an eye and an earinto .= -y
the otherwise secret doings of the police |
force. This secrecy, with which police op-

erate, is largely due to the para-military

nature of police structure, and itis hearten-

ingto note that community policing, the first

chink in the *“us vs.-them” mentality, is

finally taking hold.
I am deeply impressed by the courage
of theseindividuals and I salute their efforts.

Surely, the struggles of these pioneersinthe - <o hersione OPportumities fo

gay-rights movement will be rewarded by

. helping to wrest our full rights as citizens in worksh

the land of our birth from the homophobic

power structure that rules this country. e - - f’f

or Visa, call 8am-5

Wild Irfs Productions, Inc.

i ol [ o) A

(3 shows for the price of 1)

(YAGOTTAWANNA
&
HEARTSTRINGS
&

KIM VOLK)

Saturday March 12, 1994
First Parish Church
425 Congress St., Portland,Maine

$10.50 advance $12.00 day of show
GENERAL ADMISSION

TICKET OUTLETS: Amadeus Music and
Walkabout in Portland, Sister Creations In
Freeport, Macbeans in Brunswick, JKS
Copyprinters In Belfast and Lady lIris In
Portsmouth, NH.

Speclal Reserved Seating ($15.00 per

ticket) available only by mall from:
Wiid Iris Productions, Inc., P.O. Box 17,

West Buxton, ME 04093

@g 207/929-3866 _or _ 207/247-3461 é\
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CALENDAR FOR FEBRUARY, 1994

Mon., 2/7: 6 PM Portland Pride Meeting,
Ferrante’s, 30 Exchange St. 2nd floor. Get
involved now in planning.

Tues., 2/8: 7-9 PM, THE GATHERING,
Student Commuter Lounge, USM. Leslie
Feinberg leads discussion on “Surviving
Gender Oppression, A Lesbian’s Journey.”
Wed., 2/9: 7:30-9 PM, Bowdoin College,
Kresge Lecture Hall, Brunswick. Leslie
Feinberg reading fromherbook, Stone Butch
Blues, followed by discussion of gender
issues.

Wed.,2/9: 6-8 PM, NorthernLLambda Nord
Policy Meeting at the Phoneline. FMI, call
498-2088.

Wed., 2/9: 7PM (ME), 8 PM (NB), Open
Houseat Northernl.ambda Nord Phoneline.
Call FMI, 498-2088.

Thurs., 2/10: 7:30 PM, Matlovich Society
presents Leslie Feinberg, “An Illustrated
Lecture on Transgender History.” Holiday
Inn By the Bay, Spring St., Portland. Free
parking.  Accessible to the mobility-
impaired. ~

Fri., 2/11: 7-9 PM, Slide presentation on
transgender history by Leslie Feinberg.
Chase Lounge, Bates College, Lewiston.
Sat.,2/12: 2PM, Book signing with Leslie
Feinberg at Ananael, 521 Congress St.,
Portland.

Sat., 2/12: 10 AM-12:30 PM, Panel on
Lesbian Parenting and Pregnancy, Mabel
Wadsworth Womens’ Health Ctr. In-town
Plaza, Harlow St., Bangor. FMI, 947-5337.
Sat.,2/12: 8PM (ME),9PM (NB), Northemn
Lambda Nord Valentine’s Party in Caribou.
Wear Red! Door prizes. Members free,
guests $2. BYOB. FMI, 498-2088.

Sun., 2/13: 12 noon - 4:30 PM, Tri-State
Stonewall Committee mini-conference,
SomersetRoom of Holiday Inn By The Bay,
Spring St., Portland, followed at 5:30 PM
with aStonewall 25 Presentation/Reception
featuring Flora Piterak, National Steering
Committee member for the International
March on the UN.

Sun., 2/13: 1-3 PM (ME), 24 PM (NB),
_Monthly meeting of NorthemI.ambda Nord,
Lions Community Center, High St., Caribou
(across from Shop & Save).

Mon., 2/14: 7 PM, Jonathan Katz, Dept. of
Gay & Lesbian Studies, City College of San
Francisco speaking on “Culture and
Subculture and How Gay Men Put Post-
"War American Painting on the Map.”
Campus Center, USM, Portland.

Tues., 2/15: 7PM, 45 Danforth St. (Corner
Danforth & Maple)Meeting of community
minded lesbians. It's time to re-unite our
community. FMI, call 774-1505

Wed., 2/716: 7 PM (ME), 8 PM (NB),
NorthernL.ambda Nord Fold & Stuff March

newsletter & calendarat the Phoneline, 498-
2088.

Fri.-Mon., 2/18-21: Winter Retreat for
Women, Walnut Hill, Raymond, NH,
sponsored by Womensphere. Call Kerynat
603/659-2139 FMI and to register.
Sat.,2/19: MusicConcertby andforWomen,
7 PM - midnight, Walnut Hill Seminar
House, Raymond, NH. Featuring
Yagottawanna; Ladies Choice, and Kim
Volk. Tickets: $15, Saturday day passtothe
Retreat: $40, Weekend pass: $95. FMI call
Keryn-603/659-2139.

Thurs., 2/24: 7:30 PM, Matlovich Society
presents “Fortune 500 to Self-Employed:
Gay Men and Lesbians in the Business
World.” A panel of local lesbians and gay
men discuss their lives in the world of
business. Holiday Inn By The Bay, Spring
St., Portland. Free parking. Accessible to
the mobility-impaired.

Sun., 2/27: NEW DATE! Northern
Lambda Nord Library Day, 1PM, PotLuck
Supper, 5 PM approx., and Bottle & Can
collection for the Community Center Fund.
FMI, 498-2088.

Mon., 2/28: 7 PM, St. Luke’s Episcopal
Church, Portland, EPM Portland meeting.
Snow date: March 7th.

AAAAAAANADL

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING

HOUSE TO SHARE

AA Non-smoker, mature, responsible fe-
male to share quiet country house. Mustlike
pets. $275 per month. References and
security deposit required, Please call 688-
4777. AA

COMMUNITY MEETING
AA Attention all community-minded lesbi-
ans. There will be a very important meeting
on Tuesday, February 15th at 45 Danforth
Street (Comer of Danforth & Maple Sts.) at
7:00PM. Pleaseattend. It’s time to re-unite
our community. For further information,
call 774-1505. AA

HOUSEMATE WANTED
AA Gay male seeks housemate with care-
giving experience. If you have lived with
friend, lover, partner orrelative whois physi-
cally challenged, this living situation could
be just right for you. Private home in Port-
land, partially wooded on dead end street.
Yard, garage, separate phoneline. Call 797-
8488. AA

ON REVIEW:

By: Nanci Bouchard

STONE BUTCH BLUES
By Leslie Feinberg
Firebrand Books

Paperback $10.95 301 pps

Appearance. Admit it or not, it is the
basis for most first impressions. The more
enlightened quickly move to a different
level. However, there are far more who
remaininthe “stuck” position, unable to get
beyond what meets the eye.

Leslie Feinberg’s novel, STONE
BUTCH BLUES, challenges usto explore
beyond appearance and first impression by
introducing us to Jess, the main character
who is discovering herself as a transgen-
derist.

Jess’ struggle begins with the search
foridentity in a time when few role models
exist. We travel through familial rejection,
social ridicule and abuse, economic depri-
vation, and political alienation from the
gay community where she expected sup-

port.
The complexities and questions about

T T i T I e R

the transgenderlife-style quickly eludeus a
Feinberg threadshercharacters experiences
in a vulnerable, but nonetheless powerful,
manner. Feinberg articulates with intensity
and compassion two very important points.
First is the paramount historical signifi-
cance that the transgender population played
in advancing gay civil rights. Their total
and absolute “visibility” did make them
obvious targets, but it also aligned them as
a collective to fight back against their op-
pressors, most notably during the Stone-
wall Riots.

Secondly, and perhaps more abstract,
is the concept of sexual/ganderidentity and
the distinctions we make based on such
concepts. Approaching this subject with all
my preconceived notions and expectations
of finding answers, I emerged with yet
another ‘life lesson’. Whether gay, lesbian,
bisexual, transgender, orheterosexual, each
of us will explore our own self-perception
within the context of the resources that we
find compelling. The motivation many
never announce itself, but the determina-
tion to fulfill will shade the ‘appearance’ of
wha!;. we see.

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

“Pro“Libris BOOKSHOP
Over 20,000 current and out-of-print books in stock

10 Third Street, Bangor * 942-3019
Areader's paradise since 1980

Eric Furry, Proprietor

* USM Commuter Student Lounge
Tuesday- February 8, 7-9 PM
Campus Center/Portland

“Surviving Gender Oppression-

A Lesbian’s Journey”

* Kresge Lecture Hall
Wednesday- February 9, 7-9 PM
Bowdoin College

“Reading from Stone Butch Blues”
and Discussion of Gender

* Holiday Inn

Thursday- February 10, 7:30-9 PM
Portland

“A Transgender History Slide Show”
Presented by the Matlovitch Society

* Chase Lounge

FRIDAY- February 11, 7-9 PM
Bates College

“A Transgender History Slide Show™

¢ Ananael
SATURDAY- February 12, 2 PM

Portland
Book Signing and Refreshments

Presented by-

Gender Studies

Leslie Feinberg will be appearing at:

Winterfalcon/Rich Productions (207) 775-1487
Sponsored by- USM: Alliance for Sexual Diversity, Women's Forum,

Matlovitch Society, Ananael, Bowdoin-BGLAD,
Bates Women's Actioni Coalition, Phoenix Press
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RESOURCES

The Maine Lesbian/Gay Political Alliance
(ML/GPA) works to ensure equal treatment for
our community throughout Maine. Meetings
are held the 3rd Saturday of the month, 12 noon,
at the UU Church, Winthrop & Summer Streets,
Augusta. For more information about meetings
or membership, call 761-3732 or 1-800-55-
MLGPA, outside the Portland area. *¢

Planned Parenthood of Northern New En-
gland has a new Health Center at 970 Forest
Ave.,Portland. Serving men & women, PPNNE
offers annual exams, pregnancy testing, birth
control info. & supplies (free condoms), testing
& treatment for infections and STD's, meno-
pause support & more. Free parking, evening
hours, affordable services, & complete confi-
dentiality. Medicaid welcome. FMI, 874-1095.

Ll]

Women’s Chorus: An eclectic choral ensemble
open to all women regardless of age, race,
religion, or sexual orientation is now formed. If
you want to become a member, or can volunteer
organizational skills, send SASE to P.O. Box
7944, Portland, ME. 04112. Include your tele-
phone number, or call 772-0013. o

Spiritual Group: Maine Gay Men's Chorus is
a volunteer community chorus which brings
men together to enhance social tolerance and
diversity in the Greater Portland area, as well as
affirming the gay/lesbian experience with cre-
ative musical entertainment. FMI, 883-8099 or
write M.G.M.C., P.O. Box 10391, Portland,
ME. 04104.e¢

Northern Lambda Nord: an educational, in-
formational, social, and service organization
serving northen Maine and New Brunswick
lesbian, gay, and bisexual people. Meets every
Wednesday at the Phoneline in addition to host-
ing special events for recreation and action. Call
207/498-2088. ¢

The Matlovich Society - an educational and
cultural organization of lesbians, bisexuals, gay
men, and friends committed to sharing our his-
tory as well as providing person-affirming
presentations and discussions in a supportive
enviornment. Meeting on the second and fourth
Thursday, monthly, 7:30 pm attheHoliday Inn
By the Bay, 88 Spring St. Free parking and
accessible to the mobility-impaired. Contact
(207) 773-1209. e*

National Association of Social Workers, ME.
Chapter, Sexual Minority Issues Committee
welcomes new social work members.
purpose is to educate, provide resources, &
lobby legislators re: issues involving sexual
minorities in ME. Meetings: 5 PM, 3rd Thurs.,
monthly at Community Counseling Ctr., 343
Forest Ave., Portland. FMI call Perry
Sutherland,874-1030. e

Am Chofshi, MaineL esbian/Gay Jewish group,
meets monthly. FMI, 874-2970 (Rheatha).

-

Our.

PHONE SUPPORT

THEAIDSLINE:800-851-AIDS or 775-1267.
HIV/AIDS related questions, call Mon.-
Sat.9:00am-5:00pm, Mon. &Wed. evenings ‘til
7:30pm. Anonymous.

DIAL KIDS, 774-TALK: For lesbian, gay,

bi &questioning youth under 19.
INGRAHAM VOLUNTEERS: Call 774-
HELP (774-4357).

THEAIDS PROJECT: 22 Monument Sq., Sth
floor, Portland 04101. Call 774-6877 FMI re:
support group meetings. Portland, Lewiston,
Brunswick.

AIDS SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS
Bangor - 990-3626 - Eastem Maine AIDS
Network _

Belfast - 338-1427 - Waldo-Knox AIDS Coa-
lition

Brunswick - 725-4995 - Merrymeeting AIDS
Support Services

Bridgton - 583-6608 - Community Task Force
on AIDS

Portland - 774-6877 - The AIDS Project, AIDS
Lodging House, PWA Coalition, Names Project
Rumford - 823-4170 - Community AIDS
Awareness Program

Lewiston - 786-4697 - Androscoggin Valley
AIDS Coalition

Waterville - 626-3432 - Dayspring

Ellsworth - 667-3506 - Down East AIDS Net-
work

Oxford Hills - 743-7451 - Oxford Hills Com-
munity AIDS Networkeee

Lesbian & Gay Information Line - Portland:
871-0432, 24 hour community events update,
free listings, announced live attendant times.

Parents & Friends of Lesbians & Gays -
P-FLAG CONTACTS - ME.:

Augusta/Hallowell - 623-2349
*Bangor/Brewer - 989-5180
Brunswick/Bath - see Waldoboro
*Lewiston/Auburn - 783-9789
" *Portland - 766-5158
Waldoboro - 832-5859
* _ Monthly meetings held

P-FLAG CONTACTS - NH
Concord: Meets 3rd Sun. 3-5 pm, 1st Congre-
gational Church, Washington & North Main
Sts. (use Washington St. entrance), 603/668-
0741 FML
Seacoast : Meets 1st Tues. 7-9 pm, Stratham
Community Church, Emory Lane, Stratham
(1stright west of Rte 101 circle), 603/772-3893
or 5196 FMIL
Monadnock Region: Meets 4th Mon. 7-8:30
pm, Unitarian Church, Peterborough, 603/547-
2545 FMI
Nashua: Meets 3rd Thurs. 7:30, Unitarian-Uni-
versalist Church, Lowell & Canal Sts., 603/
880-0910 FML

P-FLAG 24 hour Helpline: 603/623-6023 or
Plymouth - 603/968-7516

Nashua - 603/880-8709

Manchester - 603/472-4944

Monadnock - 603/547-2545

Hanover - 603/643-8331

Concord - 603/746-3818

GROUP SUPPORT

Northern Lambda Nord: 2nd Sunday Call
498-2088. UMPI, PullenHall, 3:pm (ME), 4:p.m
(N-B). Everyone invited.

Out For Good: Thursdays 7-9pm, 445 Main
St., Biddeford. Lesbian support/discussion
group. Free/$1 donation to help w/rent. FMIcall
Bobbi-247-3461.

Rumford/Mexico Area AIDS Support Group/
Phoneline: Mondays, 7-8:30pm at Mexico Con-
gregational Church, Main St. Call 364-8603.
Androscoggin Valley Aids Coalition: Thurs-
days, 7pm, 70 Court St., 2nd floor, Auburn.
Support for people with HIV & their families.
FM], call 786-4697

Integrity/Dignity: First & third Sundays at St.
Luke's Cathedral (Emmanuel Chapel),5:15pm.
All are welcome. Fellowship follow each ser-
vice with a vegetarian pot luck on 3rd. Sun. We
minister to the lesbian/gay community.

FMI, write POB 8113, Portland 04104.

ACT UP/Portland: Sundays, 7pm YWCA, 87
Spring St. and Mondays 6-8pm at 142 High St.,
#222. Join us in the fight for universal rights!
Call 828-0566.

OUTRIGHT TOO: Sundays, 6 pm at Peace &
Justice Center, 359 Main St.,Bangor. Support
group for lesbian, gay, bisexual youth ages 16-
22. FMI, call 285-7180.
OUTRIGHT/Central Maine: Weekly, confi-
dential meetings for gay, lesbian, & questioning
youth 22 years old and under. Call “First Call”
and ask about OUTRIGHT services at 795-
6677 or 1-800-339-4042,
OUTRIGHT/Portland: Meets every Friday ,
7:30-9:30 pm at Williston West Church. 32
Thomas St., Safe and supportive discussions
with and for gay, lesbian,bisexual & question-
ing young people. FMI: call 774-TALK, or
774-HELP. Write to P.O.Box 5370 Station A,
Portland, ME. 04101.
OUTRIGHT/SEACOAST: Meets every Fri-
day, 7 - 9 pm- at the Unitarian Church annex
building adjacent to the fire station, 206 Court
St. Portsmouth, NH. FMI call Teenline 1-800-
639-6095 or write P.O.Box 842, Portsmouth
NH 03801

Tuesdays, 7-8:30 p.m. Call 622-1888 or 622-
4254 for more information.

Q-Squad Support Group for lesbian, gays,
bisexuals, & transgendereds. Serving Franklin
County, based at UM Farmington. FMI, call
and leave message, 778-7380.

TransSupport Group meeting regularly, pro-
viding group support, education, and social
activities for cross dressers and transsexuals,
their families, friends, and others interested in
gender dysphoria issues. FMI write
TransSupport, P.O. Box 17622, Portland, Maine
04101.

Maine Bisexual People’s Network: P. O. Box
10818, Portland, ME. 04104. Our purpose is to
affirm in ourselves and others the positive nature of
bisexuality and to work toward greater acceptance
in the bisexual, gay, lesbian, and straight commu-
nities. Support and referrals available.
Wilde-Stein Club: I esbian/Gay support group
meets every Thursday, 6:30 pm, Memorial Union,
Sutton Lounge, UM at Orono.
Lesbian/Bisexual support group: Tuesdays, 7-9
pm, UM Orono,Womens Resource Center.

HIV & RELATED
SUPPORT MEETINGS
Portland at THE AIDS PROJECT:
Mondays: HI'V negative partners of people living
with HIV, 6:30-7:30pm.
Tuesdays: People Living withHIV disease and all
friends, families, lovers, and caregivers, 10:30-
12:00 noon. .
2nd and 4th Tuesdays: Living Well, focusing on
quality of life and empowerment.
Thursdays:Womenliving withHIV, 1:15-2:45pm.
Men living with HIV, 5:30-7:00 pm.
All the above support groups meet at 22 Monument
Square, Sthfloor. Call Sandy Titus at 774-6877 or -
1-800-851-2437 if you would like further informa-
tion.
Lewiston: 2nd and 4th Tuesdays: Women's
Support Group. Call Diana Carrigan at The AIDS
Project office - 783-4301.
Auburn: Thursdays: People Living with HIV,
7:00pm at American Red Cross, 70 Court Street,
Aubum. Call Claire Gelinasat AVAC - 786-4697.
Brunswick: Family and friends whohave aloved
one with AIDS or HIV, 5:00 - 6:20pm,
Merrymeeting AIDS Support Services. 8 Lincoln
Street. For information on meeting day, call Brian
Allen - 725-4955.
Gardiner: 1st and 3rd Wednesdays: 1:30-
3:00pm, People Living wit HIV. Physicians
Building behind KVRHA Annex. Call Brian
Allen (M.A.S.S.) - 7254955.
Biddeford: 1st and 3rd Wednesdays: 7:00pm
Support Group for Family and Friends Who Care
(about people with HIV disease), Southern Maine
Medical Center, Cafeteria #3, 2nd floor. Call
Roger LaChance - 284-4102.
Maine AIDS Alliance

Member Organizations
AIDS Coalition of Lincoln County: 563-8953
PO Box 421, Damariscotta, ME 04543-0421
AIDS Lodging House: 874-1000
PO Box 3820, Portland, ME 04101-3820
Androscoggin Valley AIDS Coalition:
786-4697,PO Box 7977, Lewiston, ME 04243
Children’s AIDS Network: 761-1872
PO Box 793, Portland, ME 04104
Community AIDS Awareness Program:
823-4170, PO Box 457 Rumford, ME 04276
Community Task Force on AIDS Educ.:
583-6608, PO Box 941, Naples, ME 04055
Dayspring: 626-3432
32 Winthrop St., Augusta, ME 04330
Down East AIDS Network: 667-3506
114 State St., Ellsworth, ME 04605
Eastern Maine AIDS Network: 990-3626
PO Box 2038, Bangor, ME 04401
Merrymeeting AIDS Support Serv.: 725-4955
PO Box 57, Bunswick, ME 04011-0057
Names Project/Maine: 774-2198
PO Box 4319, Portland, ME 04101
Oxford Hills Community AIDS Network: 743-
7451, PO Box 113, Paris, ME 04271-0113
People With AIDS Coalition of ME.:
7713-8500, 377 Cumberland Ave., Portland, ME
04101
St. John Valley AIDS Task Force: 834-3355
c/oNMMC, 143E. Main St., Fort Kent, ME 04743
The AIDS Project: 774-6877
22 Monument Sq., 5th fIr., Portland, ME 0401
Waldo-Knox AIDS Coalition: 338-1427
PO Box 956, Belfast, ME 04915
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