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this months maine 1esb1an femlnlst meetlng :
will be held january 14 at betty townsends home |
in waterville. .
dlrectlons,
coming from the south on 95, take the second
waterville exit and turn right, go past shopping
“center and the golden'arches go almost to bottom
of hill past jewish synagogue and brick city annex,
edwards street is on the left. and betty's house is
number 9, a green house on the left.

coming from the north on 95 take the first waterville
exit, turn right past shopping center and-golden arches.
go almost to bottom of hill past JeW1sh synagogue and
brick 01ty annex, edwards street is on left. ©betty's
house is number 9 and the house is on the laft side.

agenda

purpose = planning for spring gay symposium

10-11 get acquainted

11=1 business meeting, work time,brain storming
1-2 lunch, please bring your own

2-~6 continued work sessions

5=7 pizza in waterville

8-1 gay dance at colby college sponsored by the

gay-straight alliance.

we have some great poems from loie hayes who
has been visiting us over the holidays. we'll
print them in next wmonths issue. ;



REVEMIER TJZ POLITICAL TASK FORCE WEEKEND?

iere, finally, are the minutes from the palitical wee'rend held

ovember 12 and 13 in osar :darbor.

Wle received notes from the morn-

ing session, and decided that communicatine what went on was impor -

tant enough that we would try, from
tive memories, to reconstruct. what happened.
the reactions/responses of several of you.

our (Bath=3runswics"s) collec~
We would love to have
It would be great to see

this paper become a forum for on-going political discussion, as well

as a conveyor of news}
THITERVALIZIIG SESSIO:I:

About 30 women attended Saturday's session.

The agendd as

established at the October meeting was to discuss internalizing,
then theory, class, tactics, and finally visions. Several women
felt that "internalizing" was not explicitly political enough, sO

the first hour or so was spent discussiong the asgenda.

tt was fin-

ally decided to spend the worning session internalizing as planned,

- with each woman sharing her political philosophy and goals, :and

speating briefly about what in her life had led her to feel ‘as she

does.
decided to simplylist them all.

The Many Various Issues of a Political Jature LXpressed by

To maintain anonymity while recording these concerns; it was

- herewith follows

the Many Various Lesbians atthe lovemember MLT Cathering:
(the categories uses are quite arbitrary, and infact often

interchangeable!)
Separatism as a tactic
Physical abuse of women

COALS ~ :
Promoting communication among
women i

lelping women who have a hard time/Concrete ACTION!!

dealing with other women
Prejudices towards all women,
not Jjust lesbians
Feminism as a vehicle for social
change
Finding a medium for expressing/
developing political ideals
€lass _
Sexism as a primary source of
divisions 2 oppression
Feminism hot 'going anywherei

Feminism as an_internal happening

The patriarchal forms used by
most groups : ’
Franco~Americans

Older women

Avoiding f'isms™

Rape

Child abuse ‘

I"ighting what exists.

Politicos imposing their ideals
on ohter people

Wor'sing one-to-one

Support for women on all levels

Factionalism

Humanism

A sense of justice

Women's counseling

Third World women

Accountability to each other

Anger!!

There - how's that for quite

Self-sufficiency o
Farwing, counrtry living
Developing a revolutionary theory

~Organzing all women as a revolu-

tionary force
To be part of this country's de-

- cision-making process
Wiomen wor'sing togetler -better

’sing matriarchal vehicles for
change, such as theater, dreams,

poetry, discussions of our chilé-

hoods, etc., - . :
The union of spirituality ansd
politics
Classlessness
Finding the female princ:ple
Developing a poltic with feeling
MLT, members tating a stand on
feminist issmes of state-wide
concern g

Learning to use -the system

Ending patriarchal patterns in
_relationships
ntegrating being a woman, a fem-

«inist and a lesbian
Different political theories thri-

ving together
Personal hsaring as women
Eliminating labels
Dyke Patrol!
Reaching other mumen

a list!!?

(



POLITICAL TASX FORCE WEEKEND, dont.

I personally felt that this session was one of the most valu-
able ever within MLF, with a level of sharing and caring rarely seen.
I came away from it feeling that I knew much more about the con=
cerns and issues important to M1f memebrs, and. that this %nowledge
would be very useful in planning political actions. ~In the course
of the session there was lots. of talk about what is political and -
what 1is not, "While im many ways this discussion was frustrating
and time-consuming, I believe it was important for all of us to lis--—
ten to widely varying points of view. If MLF is to continue as an
organization reaching out to a broad spectrum of lesbians in Maine,
we need to understand and respect the ways in which we are different
as well as acclaiming our Bindd Savitded. s haaus et s Fiae :

: : ' d —~=Nan
WORKSHOP ON WJNDERSTANDING CLA&S annga. | : 6

We met in the afternoon, and after the whole group discussesd
what was to happen for the rest of the day, the women who wanted
to talk about politcal happenings went to another room and we were
left! I can't remember if we had decided at that point to talk
about class; no notes'were.taken,uunfortunately, so this is written
from wmemory. : i . iy

We-went around the circle and said what our class baclground
was, Some women could easily ldentify themselves, but others were
keally confused about how to categorize themselves. Some women
consiédered themsleves hybrid. v : - RIS A

Then we defined working, middle and upper class. The defini~
tions were written on the blackboard - I can't remember any of them.
We found that definitions aren't hard and fast. ' o

Our group was about evenly divided between middle and working
class women. We had. 20 =30 women. in the group. The energy was good,
with most women feeling relaxed.. -5 T

Wish this could be more thorough, but hopefully this helps!.

: ~= Donna

WORKSHOP ON POLITICAI, DIRECTION

-..very sketchy memories..,talked of gaining power,.. of
anger ... of taking action ... talked of need to reach other women
quic'sly, for emotional support, a crash pad, to write letters to
congresspeople, to eonfront a sexist store owner, etc., etc., etc.
-.. was decided that women willing to be called for such needs
should have their names and phone numbers published in the newsletter
... what happened to that 1list? e ) ; :

REACTIONS I'O THE POLITICAI WEEXEND - . :

There was such a push- to talke the time to plan the recent Bar
Harbor palitical task weelkend because there was never enough time at
the monthly meetings to cover all the organization that 1is needed
for political reform,. "

Now i sit in front of the fire wondering ;s:..

what is it all about anyway? :

There was tals of regional tas’s forces using the telephone #
system as its relay - but no one has responded! And such a phone list
could be our own self-help program. C '

Such a feeling of a truly beautiful power was. being felt there

i feel that power, ' : A 2

- as i walk,
my pipes are frozen
1 rely on myself,
alone,
1 dare not
reach out, *= D.J. Towle



announcements and ads:

new subscription person wanted for mlf newsletter
we need a new person to ta'te Diane's place as subscription
person., If you are interested, please be at the january mlf
meeting at waterville or Wwrite to-d parshley c¢/o mlf newsletter
894 washington street, bath, maine 04530, than's you.

public hearings te support gay rights beginning january
starting in january, ‘public hearings are being held around
the state sponsored by the democratic party. these hearings
are being held so as to give the democratic party stuff for
their platfordt. 'therefore, members of the mlf should be at
every hearing to give testimony in support of "gay rights and
its inclusion in the party platform.

abused women's shelter needs equipment, clething

women's shelter ready to open in january needs support.

there will be accommodations for 10 women and their children.
offering them temporary shelter for a maximum of three weeks.
needs include blankets,towels, children's clothing, linens,
send or write donations to betty husted, family crisis shelter
project, p.o. box 4255, station a, portland, maine 04101.

free womwn's herald

once again, we at free woman's herald are getting ready to
lay-out no, not in the sun, but it's just as much fun! want
to help? subscribe even? contact: free woman's herald
p.0. box 7232, portland, maine 04112 or call donna 725-2519
or prudence at 774-757L.

andy bear has a new address

andy lipcio ( i thought your last name was bear?)
c/o rep. george brown

rayburn house office building

washington, d.c. 20515

maine land community
those of us interested in a women's land community here in

maine are meeting january 28 and-29 at n stone's home. - & =
PIease éa&lsahead,fbnpéh&ailsy€25—2519g/£220Lcaﬂéz 725-28/7

wanted: ¢ CHdE TR

someone to share my home this winter. $40. a-month plus
helping with food. within travelingldistance to bangor.
call 876-3085 after 4 or write sharon melia rfd #1 box 57
guilford, ue.

wanted:
1l to 2 women wanted to share old farm house with 1 or 2
women in augusta area. call kate before 10 p.m, 2A8-4467,

wanted:

a nancy coaley would li'te to correspond with a butch between
the ages ¢f 37 and over, lives 1in hudson, new york., sings
and plays electric guitar. write nancy 1. cooley, 208 state
street, hudson, new yor's 12543,



VVelcoire to the aine Leshian Feminist pewsletter.

this vonth we are couring to you frow vath, zaiane. our new
mailing address is: c¢/o parshley, 09 washinzton st.,

bath, wnaine 04530, we hope all of you will contribute to our
newsnapner cach =zonth.

the noveuber alf meetin~

saturday woraing wag ssent tal'rlay about our ianternalizing and
watcuiny a fila on stinson canning company in belfast which was
oput together by some meabers in our 21f 2roun, sorry Tolrs but

no winvtes were siven to ue hefore this LN DIac .,

saturdey afternoon was snent tal'tinzg about class and a nolitical
discussion arouand the tonic of nower. 210 winvtes relaved......!!

sunday. it sceaed as if ao one would show v» for the Yresular'
meeting, there were a few of us there at 1:30, 1/2 split to ta're
a wal's leaving a few of us settins around with our “q1tt1q'

jo'rinz and laucshinz about the fact that we were beiag “subversive!
with our 'mitting and zenerally starting to fecel coufortable with
ecachn other, go:iecone brought vn the idea of discussing monozouy
and non=-nounozoly waich we beran to do on a casuval bas1s. ore
and wore beautiful woiea drifted in and we developed J e a
oretty rood discussion. a0 solutions to the cver »reseant orobleiu
of 10w to arrange one's liie on a nersonal basis however, but=---
nopeiully, soue clarity for soie neovle.

next @21f .leeting = decenber 11

uncay, decenber 11 at coanie huntley's howe at 179 water street,
s'tovrneran, thais is a »nlay asecting,
teatative agenda: 1C-1) snace Tor »nolitical tas't force and coffce
for those not feeling »olitical. .11:350-12:30 zeaeral ucetin,
12:30-1:C0 lunch (brins vour owa) 1:00 = L2350 ”OP“SQO‘ snace,
tentative tomics: lesbians and children = nadine. CJIlO“CJ'S
wor'sshon-diane, new aeabers zroun, Cr srour- warj, solitical

use of the aedia = ecllie. 5:20 wot luck. oven available for
delicious dy're disnes. <{or tue entire day there will b»e s»Hace
nrovided for conversation, w2usic (listenins and »layin), and
settinz to %now each other. »nlease reucudber 20 60"0 1irited
floor swace is avaeilable for overni:at, call weedavs R
this is & work auvuber be discreet. than's you, L Th==3311



¢irections:
o gout = ta're =5 to g, then rt. 1?Q o s'toviaczan, .
are “the ‘set ol Iizhts, ac . ridges and you'tre on water st.
ust nast .soacrsct ‘rerorter bHuildias, nark at nu&jClﬁml buildin-.
3 s e a

~t
maite tri--nlex mnext to thc auni building
aar's, Joo'r Tor a med vir rabhbhit.
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fros north =-- gtake =0T to ri 2 nermort oyit. tare rt 2 to
g'rovreran. atholic churca to coraor =iL“ a8 station,
nosStT oFiic Clapmemnarts either at the chuvrch or
t y er stz ~cot is a ‘.:1\?0 cri=-oler. next
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i y coanfercnce = ,Watc cobecn and nan stone cane hac'r from the
iwv ational V10! ie1's conicrence energizedi¥!  the strussle and

108 t11““r waica had deen forecast did not weterialize, herc was
an inecrcdinle scasc o?.misterhood (reoueuiber sisterioodil) anoar
wouen Ifrou widely war lifc styles vho were 'teenly couceraed
that all the issies he 1@8”0 aad-all-the resolutions be Hassed,
tacy will be.zlad to shavc clinoniangs, literature,: Tfeclings and
thougnts at:the next'.ceting, 'Staday ‘aren Sau. aad an, . uaroe
also weat £0 ouston, aid, videotaped uveh of the coafercuce and
the' 'aine delezation, odefully thcy will e awnle to share their
tane soon, )

o:in; for conceracd woren will
igtributdon of lC_;lU" co>1 ofc
©.arca, welll i to vou,

areld, . neo. heow ?_J:, wor"Tﬁwc el lis
»oorudence at 77h-757L,
id+ a directory of alf voier
1 vour s'vills and/or ’QOVlcr
sharias (fro1 time to tive
ad, vest buxion, we, 'ﬂ:O,

contacts:
i call don

s s'vills.
e whicn you
¢ dolores cotc

dolorcs cotc s cou
1Tc¢u» ueﬂd a cara
‘o lo

\.‘.'

we are loo'riag for & woian to Yive on our far. in wllis, yhai
coavenicat to the wortlaq\/‘Ofna- aresa aud also t ‘e rord
sanford area. i nf 1 1 dolores co
warcia reisaa nz, caadhouri
ridge road, w =500 or 727
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Az nart of a re-~ional contac's telemhone

those interested ia Mei
gupnort systeu in #elatioa to 0011L1ca1 ta°“ force, »crsonal
susort-send aaie and puone nuaber to nlf newsletier
b vashiancton streect, bath, .e. 04530

D S et Gt St D G i . i D S S o Sy Wy

voen diaterested in land trust 929 lets +ct tosether at lanhary
aeetin:, wouen's snade. v
frec wouen's herald represents vou,  we nced vour helo.
iree VO’CI'“ aerald. a.d. Do Y232, nortlaand, ue, .
s ot b bt i s o et k20 b o s i i l
anna 1. Holvinen - aaiacts Tirst wonan state troongr, iilt!
"exnlicit Doo's reuovedi ~ Tudlow, uass. narents and school oificials
lave reaoved our bodies, oursclves' fro. a Lih school ~irltis
noz2e econowics coursec,

Tt G - D D ot P T T S St W S - -

cards firou gayline, reopreseating the wor't oi five say evtists,
order {ron ~ayline sreetinzs 7.0, box. 1717 bostoa, nass. 071905

e G - D — - - - - . -

legshians on trial nced your guonopt. detroi

will 0 on trial Janvary 3 becarse they stoov k]

be ray, to live wiith cach other, and to raise the

neace, cyntaia r, aand deborat s, had been subicctod
o

(@)
0 o~

narassueat by their anti-ray laadlady and her-two dau: 1»er° the
harassaount 1acluded verbal and Jhysical attac'ts, viach chey de=-
fended thecselves thgcy were arrested and charzed with feloaiovs
assaunlt, the ray viziuts defense counittee is oranizings suamort
for these two woick, they laced to raise 13,0080, scad { to:
sav risuts defensc counrittee, boyv 503 coetroit, dichizan L7221,
t2is is our fivet neousleitoer fro the bath=brunstic's area.
we strongly, "1eln, need vour sunport, esnccially wiauvtes Ifrox
weetines held uoithly (A7 scetiars). the uow nailia > address
182 ary narshley Ol vasiiugton street, bath, se, 04530,
thle dg u§  houoe address so nlease be discreet. thaa* you., :
any su~zestioas Tor-.the aew starf is anwreciated, sece yon all
i1 s':ovriean, ' : ' ‘ ) ;



