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--·- HUMOR for SURVIVAL --~ 
The word •survival• is going to become _ 
quite the coined word in the 80's. And 
look who was Just elected to take charge 
of ttl Or will 1£§_? 

Hey, would you believe who's been bel-
lowing 'Get Down Tonight' at the top of 
my lungs on Congress Street, in the bath-
tub, _everywhere. Or bringing home tacky 
gifts for my roomates I found laying on 
the sidewalk; how about adorning myself 
tn wigs and polyester and like that. Why 
so outrageous and foolish at a point in 
time when a woman gets raped once every 
5 minutes, when any one of us could lose 
our Job for being suspected a lesbian 
and when we could all Just get blown away 
at the mercy of a computer? I know as I 
peer through the wormholes of my Virgo 

ISSUE #5 

peapod from time to time, I'm blinded by -tnose countless tigns of ulti-
_-ate despair glaring back at me. So many people could use my help • . 
I stiffen at the thought but then I settle down and make a few choices. 
•I'll try and find the time to help with this after work today, and 
I can volunteer a few days this month on that and I musn't forget to 
make all those phonecalls ••• ' •Eut. watt,• crtes the voice of my spirit, 
,:'don't take too much on this time. Leave some of your precious energy '-------------------------------con't. on pg. 2 

-· ABOUT _THAT_MEETING YOU MISSED ..... . 
The January meettng of the Portland Women's Community was 

held at the Villtson West Church wtth Lote Hayes facilitattng. 
Twenty seven. women attended the business meetino. After first 
breaking up into small groups and tntroductng ourselves the group 
then adopted the Who We ire Statement put together by the Feminist 
Ethics and Internal Process task forces. 

Juli Silverman then read the minutes of the last meeting and 
gave the community a~ update on her letter writing campaign re. 
Guy Gannett Publtshers requirtno gender tdenttfication when sub-
mttting an ad for a roomateo 

Debby Jenney then reported on the class pot luck she and several 
other women got together. Twelve women dtscussed class over a wonderful 
meal. Debby said they couldn't come up wtth a definition of class but 
that it w~s a good way to start the discussion. Debby also reported on 
her tnterest in starting a Real Estate Task Force to discuss buying 
houses togethero At another gathering eight women were discussing 
the feasibility of buying a house. Between them all they were paying 

3 12,500 a month. on rent o con't. on pg. 



Humor for Survival con't. .. 
for me!• 'Oh yes, don't worry. I will.' Stroke, stroke. 

Not even as a politically active feminist seriously concerned ab ou t 
the destiny of the planet, can I possibly s urvive all the worldly 
tragedies and turmoil without some self-indulgence once in a while and 
certainly not without a sense of humor! Goddess! How liberating it 
really is to topple some of my aggravated tension down - to laugh at 
it and then step over it instead of always having to blunder my way 
through it. Only humor allows me that. I've watched myself inventing 
the excuses to act outrageously, unpredictably, even recklessly of 
late ••• every day seems shorter and shorter of forever and I don 't 
see the need for excuses to do anything anymore. Especially laubhing. 
I'll tell you, when I open up and laugh it's as if I'm tapping a surg-
in waterfall of sheer JOY and relief. Hy laughter ro]ls out in many 
thunderous roars, easily identified in large crowds. Ah yes, I do 
lov(} to amuse, to be amused. 

The more I examine humor, the more I'm intrigued with the part it 
plays in most all the relationships we embrace. Some relationships 

.are purely light and fun, where laughter flows easily; others are 
more intimate and power;·u1 - lovers, close friends - and at times it 
may seem as tbough your sense of humor has been permanently misplaced 
beneath the layers and layers of personal struggle. AND it can glow 
ever so brightl y during those intervals of shared elation and trus t. 
And then there are the awkwa rd and unresol ved relationships, the ones 
where some old wounds have been left exposed, for whatever reason, be 
it separation, Jealousy, a hurtful disagreement. Heet humor, the s~r-
face healer. What do I do when face to face with someone who makes 
me uneasy, I pull out the clown in me or the child; tell a funny 
Joke or Just giggle my way through a hello. 
- Such a comfort when spirits are low, the welcomed stimulant when 

boredom sets in,~ the saving grace at tricky moments; that old humor 
pulls us through time and time again, challenging that dark deceptive 
cloud of hopelessness which all too often hangs over our hearts. Hay 
our humor, magic and wisdom as women be the key to our own survival. 

TJ.KE BJ.CK THJ!, NIGHT COALITION is continu-
tng to do outreach within the community -
p~esenttng the pornography slideshow which ! 
has been used as an organizing tool for the · 
Take Back the Hight March. We will run a · 
workshop for the purpose of training people 
to do outreach presentations on vtolence 1 against women. The slide show is available ,· 
for any interested people. Look in the 
next newsletter for more details. 

rum 
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POTLUCKING 3 

_AB OUT THE TOWN by Fry 

As a newcomer to ~aine, it 
was Chickie Cusick who tau~ht me 
ro fully aporeciate the rich world 
pf oQtluck dinine available to 

to the Portlander. Now I don't 
ean franks & beans church suooers, 

iuut the wise would look toward 
~he social activist ~roups for 
~ourrr,et feastine: from "Anarquiche" 
ito "rfarxist-Lentilist Bisque''. 

Mv scale of aporeciation is 
~ased on more than the fluff of a 
aoufle. Take "intuitive diversity-" 
ror examole. Due to the non-
~ierarchical nature of these erouns, 
~swell as the erassroots informality, 
rembers are either left to guess 
~hat the dinner needs or to ~ive 
~hemselves ner~ission to brin~ what 
~s convenient on a hectic day. A 
certain weeklv notluck still 
re~inisces about the nieht of 9 
desserts and not a sprout nor 
noodle nor tuna, nor even tuna helner 
to be found. Last Januarv 26 th's 
~•s Co~~unitv Potluck eot a 9.75 
in this cateeory(.25 reserved for 
hors d'ouvres and fineer bowls). 
This is a notluck to watch, dear 
readers! They have consistently 
outdone themselves every month. 
Another monthly potluck deserves a cate~ory all its own.the Q's 
S_piri tuali t.v Community• s rirst_ .. 

Monday of the month fast break inv 
feast at 6nm at the State Street 
Church. Li~ht treats such as 
fruit, nuts, voeurt, ~reads and 
teas, are followed by music,-
healine, meditation, and other 
for~s of joyful encounter.rt is 
~u~~ested that the money sav~d 
from ourchasin~ food that day be 
~laced in a common bowl for 

·preanizations working for peace. 
Cne of the tastiest oot-

lucks you'll find is the Women 
for a Nuclear Free Future 
dinner/meetin~ (Feb.22, 5nm 
81A Vesner St.). Bless their 
visionary tastebuds, these women 
women sure know how to spill 
the beans! The one I attended 
featured a remarkably fabul-
Ot..rS Indian curry made by that 01• 
potluck connoiseur and monon-
oly hustler herself, Chickie 
I.a Cheat Cusick. If one assumes 
these wo~en aren't nearly as 
committed to potlucks as their 
,nolitics, this dinner trulv 
besneaks of the vitality of the 
~roup. From a small offshoot 
of the Nuclear Referendum 
Committee, the WNFF now mails 
a newsletter to 800 women 

, 'throughout the state. 

: ... that mef;lting you missed: Task Force Reports 
. . 

Fun/ Bonding and Culture h~ld a PaJama Partv. Those participating in 
the post pre - pubescent ritual curled their hatr, played with make up 
and talked about boys. The Fun and Bonding task force was fading and put 
out~ call for new members. Bu.nnie, Beth. Rose and Fry answered the 
call. 

Ftnanctal Self Sufficiency report by Diane Elze shared that we 
have 157.01 in the general fund. and 1173.72 in the Newsletter fund. 
The Newsle~ter n~w has over 100 subscribers. The meeting was then opened 
up for_a discussion of the Newsletter, regarding what the Community 
wants in the newsletter. Suggestions to the Newsletter staff'were: 

.......... .. .. ~·~~epg.12) 



·uTTOLINE" 
by balenda 

. I was ~iven, for Christmas, a lovely boo~ by a 
friend who knows well my taste in literature, which has 
onened the fascinatine world of Bloomsbury to me in such a 
co~nlete and excitin~ manner that I feel imnelled to share. 
The book is called "Ottolinet The Life of Lady Ottollne 
florrell" by Sandra Jobson r::arroch. 

It is alive with many of En2land's turn of the 
century ~reat literary, political, and art fieuresa 
Vir~inia and Leonard Woolf, Vanessa and Clive Bell, Katherine 
~ansfield, Bertrand Russell, Ethel Sands, Vita Sackville-
West, Dora Carrinrton, Lytton Strache_y, H.H. Asquith, 
Aldous Hux~e_y, Freida and D.H. Lawrence, and many other 
known and somehow familiar nersonalities. 

All these Personalities and their ~reat achievements 
aside, the book parallels the life of Lady Ottoline and her 
Position as the gracious hostess of Bloomsbury, a fashionable 
section of London which squared itself around the British 
~useum where Vir~inia Woolf and friends lived and creat ed. 
Throue-hout her life Lady Ottoline was often the target ·of 
harsh criticism for her eccentric and colorful mode ·of 
livin~ and entertainin~ and seemin~ unfair literary portraits 
which nicture her as harsh, cold hearted and connivine --
for instance, selfish and degradine Hermione Roddice in 
D.H. La.wrences Women in Love, and also Aldous Hux.J..e.y's 
caricature of her in "Crome Yellow" and as Mrs. Lillian 
Aldwinkle in "Those Barren Leaves." 

She spent a ereat many years of her life in extreme 
anger and disappointment at friends who could cruelly mis-
renresent her unique and sensitive Personality. The careers 
of both Huxley and Lawrence were boosted in the be~innine 
and throu~hout by Ottolines influence in society and her 
money. 

Throuehout her life Ottoline trave financial and social 
suonort to a lar~e number of asPirine writers, poets, and 
artists, many of which she secretly continued to support 
until they were able to sunoort themselves alone. She also 
took responsibility to su~port or assist the families of 
artists in times of need. Ottoline•s ~ene~osity was 
immeasureable and she touched all of the Bloomsbury circle 
with her kindness untill her death; 

In 1914, when much of Europe went to war against 
Germany, Ottoline, with her husband Phillip Morrell and her 
lover, philosopher Bertrand Russell became active in Eneland's 
conscientious objectors movement and continued to devote 
her Political ener,zy to the peace movement throu~hout her 
life. , 

Ottolin ~orrell's life is one of the most fascinating and 
lovine in the Bloomsbury eroun. 

Ottoline•s essence is nut into perspective ele~ntly by 
Irish historian and novelist Francis Hachett, who wrote, 

io "You are the most deeply anpreciative human being I've ever~"" 
known. To have been in love with you must have been very oo 

80 danllerous." · iJ3.o 1'I · 80 I 
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"In Response to ' The Omen"' 

Was t he slayer of a Chri s tian hungry 
fo r meat on his famil y 's hol iday 
table; 
Jilted lover i n a rage; 

Or a student who f l unked mid- ~erms? 

Swans a re s hot-- and people, t oo . 

The West has no monopoly 
on Dea th, 

No r the Orient on Tranquili t y . 
Madame v i ang ~ing knows. 

is for me, though saddened by t he 
McDonald- i2ation of the world, 

(and the viol ence) 
I'l l s it he re by my woodstove 

in t he woods of Haine 
~nd contempl ate whe t her 

I'l l plant peas o r beets and 
Bu ild a woodshed before 

May black/ l ies come . 

The choi c es are all mine . 

J). P i kkl e 

" inter in summer s 
by Denise Clove~ Age 13 

We were at Cr escent Beach taking i n t he 
sun. Terrie and I were singing t o "I ' m 
Losing You" by John Lennon when we 
heard the news . They interrupted t he 
song for a special report . They said a 

s torm was to be expected . 

"Oh, you know those guys on WBLM, " I 
said, "It's probably just a joke. " 

"Yeah, probably ," was Terrie ' s response , 
"After all , it is July ." 

We decided to pack up and l eave about 
15 minutes after that . 

We were around 1/2 mile from Terrie ' s 
house, when it started . We wer e bot h 
flabbergasted. It was July 5th and snow 
was s ifting through the a i r. I t muffled 
the summer time noises and cooled the 
a fternoon . 

When we arrived at Terrie ' s , her mother 
was frantically running about. 

"I'm glad you t wo made it home ," she 
said, "I was worried." 

Tua t night on the news , the explanation 
was revealed . 'Ihe pollution f rom the 
city factories and nuclear weapons being 
tested was the cause. It cr ea ted a block 
in the atmosphere which held t he s now. 
When the block finally broke , s now 
appeared! J ust like magic ! 

'Ihe weeks passed and the snow continued 
to dwindle . Transportation was di fficult 
and food/ fuel shortages contr ibuted to 
the hardships . People wondered i f , 
when winter rolled around, it would 
snow or be like summer! 

Finally, on August 7, I saw the snow 
thinning as it sprinkled the last bit 
of its supply on the land . 

4.~ - -~ - / / 
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HEJLP! ! ! ! ! My dog Squirt still needs a 
home. Please call soon - ask your 
friends if you can' t help . Mary -
774- 3329, 

I AM IN'IERES'IED IN EXPLORI.!'C the possi-
bilities of a cooperative living situ-
ation with other few~nist women (with 
or without children). I especially 
love the country and have many country-
living skills. If you are interested, 
call or write Jennifer 'Iarling, Box 164, 
Poland, Me . C4273 - 998-4735, 

Roller Skating at Happy wheels 
Wednesaay night, Aaren 1d, 7:30 

on. Bring your chi l d r en, f riends ~ 
roomates and mother . I t will cos t 
12.25 plus 50¢ t o ren t skates . 1 
good t i me wil l be had by al l . 

Warren Jvenue, Portland, ou t 
t owards To rt illa Flats . Call 
Bose for info . 774-18 19 . 

I would love to do your portrait (or 
yoUl: child ' s, pet ' s or friend's). In-
expensive and in your own home or 
favorite environment . Call Mary Mac-
Intyre 774-JJ29 , 
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REFLEXOLCGY AND MASSAGE WORKSHOPS will 
be held in February and March at the 
Women's Room at the YWCA, 'Ihese work-
shops will be conducted by Diane Whita-
ker who is a Massage 'Iherapist and De~p 
Muscle 'Iherapist . For more infJrmation 
call or write Jennifer Tarling, Box 164 , 
Poland, Me. C427J - 998-4735 • 

Again , we will be having a discus-
sion on CLASS with a potluck . On 
March 11th at 6 : 00, 81A Vesper St. 
Portland. All women are welcome -
bring thouqhts and dish to s~are. 

lliE ASSCX;IATION FOR WOMEN IN PSYCHOLCGY 
announces its eighth annual National 
Conference on Feminist Psychology: 
"Feminism in the ' 80s : Weaving New 
Connections ," Boston Park Plaza Hotel , 
Bos ton, Massachusetts , l-Brch 5-8, 1981. 
'!he conference is designed to bring 
together feminists working with women 
and women's issues related to psychology, 
so that we may share our accomplishments 
and learn from and value our differences. 
Highlights include presentations on 
sexism, racism, heterosexis~, and 
homophobia: training seminars on ob~~t 
relations theory, marital rape, grar. ts-
personship ; and three evenings of femin-
ist entertainment, including a concert 
by Meg Christian. For preregistration 
forms and further info, contact: AWP 
Program Committee, c/o Psychology 
Department, Boston University, Boston, 
MA 02215 , 

FEBRUARY 21st is a spectacular day to 
celebrate! It ' s my birthday. I hereby 
invite the Women ' s Community to come 
join my festivity . Please bring a little 
food or drink . Saturday night, Feb . 21, 
?:JO P , M. to whenever. Mary MacIntyre , 
15 Deering Ave., Portland. 

WANT TO DISCOVER 'IHE SECRE'IS OF PHOTO-
GRAPHY? For lessons in how to create 
fantastic pies - call Mary MacIntyre, 
774-JJ29 . co-r,t. on PS· 7 
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MESSAGE from Maine Women for a Nuclear Free Future 

There are many women in Maine who feel we need to speak out against the arms 
r ace and increasing war business of the Pentagon . We ' d like to see an ed-
ucational day in Maine planned around these issues to happen t he same time 
women wil l be gathering at the Pentagon Mother ' s Day Weekend. (about 2000 
women came together for the last action . ) If interested in planning, come 
to the meeting on March 8th (Sunday) at 12 : 30 for a potluck l unch at 81A 
Vesper St. Meeting will begin at around 1: 30 . Hope you can make it ! 

· group Jor women--, JO-nrrrn OTDo 
Call Fry at 773-3564 for info. 

! 
Cabin For Rent 

Luscious retreat in a nine 
forest of Orland, ~aine. Escane 
the citv to a wood stove, hand 
pu~n and outhouse $65.00/ 
~onth, Barbara 774-7682. 

womvn interested in expressing 
your wild animal selves, perhans 
so~etimes dressin« in ~rey robes 
on the streets of nortland, and 
forming a reeularly meeting eroup 
to learn about and eet in contact 
with the nlanets, using your own 
and each other's birth charts, 
call natalia at 774-?682. 

WOULD YOU LIKE A WEEnY BACK OR FOOT 
RUB?? Enjoy deep relaxation and energy 
renewal by having a backrub or foot.rub 
today. Call Mary MacIntyre 774-JJ29 for 
appointment (evenings and weekends only, 

_minimum cost), 

nert:ng soon a Ann 1zouse7.,·s. 

-•ANINVITATION -FOR YOU 'IO JOIN A GROUP 
' FOR WOMEN WHO ARE IN'IERES'IED IN PERSONAL 
GROW'IH USING 'ffiA.NSACTIONAL ANALYSIS AS 
A MODEL, •• Transacti onal Analysis is a 
theory of personality and a systematic 
psychotherapy for personal growth and. 
social change . You can expect t o gain 
an understanding of the tools impo.:--tant 
to growth, such as Parent-Adult-Child 
ego states, transactions, strokes, 
rackets, life positions and scripts. 
You can use T,A, for yourself and for 
,being and working with others , 
· 'lhis will be a small group of four 
to seven women with encouragement to 
learn, grow and change at one's own 

( 
1pace. I, Donna Bryant, am a Licensed 
Social Worker and a Provisional Clinical 

:Member in the International Transactional 
,Analysis Association. You are welcome 
.to telephone me to answer any questions, 
:Please call in the early morning, late 
;evening, or the weekend. 
PLACE, 74 Vesper St,, 2nd floor; Date: 
(Future day of week and hour to be 
agreed upon)J Time: 7:J0-9:00 P.M.; 
Fee: $12 per meeting.• 

Our Cultural Heritage Celebrated 
. . . 

Next Women's Community Day - Harch 1 ~t Williston Churc~ 
3 - 6:00 Heeting 
6:00 Potluck Suppe r - in honor of Women's International Day, 

brtng a dish that reflects your heritage and a story t o 
go with tt. Bring pictures of yourself and/or your 
coun tryo 

7:30 P.H.-Singing with piano, etc. Please bring instruments .A.ND bring 
sheet music you have from musicals, popular records, whatever. 

8:30 P.M. Dance if you wanna. 
Childcare will be provided. Please pre·-register for tt • 
..4. . N. 's or weekends:· 772-6953 aee pg.12 



announcements cor. 't.J 
FINANCIAL SELF--SUFFIC:IENCY TASK 
FORCE NLETING will be held to 
discuss plans re. organizing the 
grant writing weekend with Maria 
Theresa. The Task force is open 
to all interested women, Sunday, 
March 22, Nicole's 71 Walnut st. 
2 P.H. 

. 'JJOIJELIN.G HlSELF: an art therapy 
group for women, forming nowo 
Call Fry at 773-3564 for info. 

! 

Cabin For Rent 
Luscious retreat in a nine 

forest of Orland, ~aine. Escape 
the citv to a wood stove, hand 
pu~o and outhouse $65.00/ 
~onth, Barbara ?74-7682. 

womvn interested in expressin~ 
your wild animal selves, perhans 
so~etimes dressing in ~rey robes 
on the streets of nort l and, and 
formine a re~ularly meetin~ 2roup 
to learn about and get in contact 
with the nlanets , usin~ your own 
and each other's birth charts, 
call natalia at 774-7682. 

WOULD YOU LIXE A WEEKLY BACK OR FOOT 
RUB?? Enjoy deep relaxation and energy 
renewal by having a back.rub or footrub 
today , Call Mary MacIntyre 774-3329 for 
appointment (evenings and weekends only, 

_ minimum cost). 

.J.n.L.:-1,. }:;nui 7 
All women, children and friends! 

Get your act together! The Fi rs t 
Annual Community Talent Show will 
be held in mid-April . Date and 
place to be announced in the next 
newsletter . We need help organ-
izing, and to arrange the program, 
we need to know what you will do. 
Call Erna or Sue 772-6953, Bunny 
dr Rose 774-18190 
FUN & BONDING TASK FORc~· Are you 
were you, do you want to be on it? 
Heeting soon at Ann Hauser's. 

--AN-llil/ITATION -FOR YOU TO JOIN A GROUP 
FOR WOMEN WHO ARE IN'JERES 'JED IN PERSONAL 
GROW'lH USING 'IRANSACTIONAL ANALYSIS AS 
A MODEL,., Transactional Analysis is a 
theory of personality and a systematic 
psychotherapy for personal growth and. 
social change. You can expect to gain 
an understanding of the tools important 
to growth, such as Parent-Adult-Child 
ego states, transactions, strokes, 
rackets, life positions and scripts. 
You can use T,A. for yourself and for 
,being and working with others. 

'lhis will be a small group of four 
to seven women with encouragement to 
learn, grow and change at one's own 

( ,pace. I , Donna Bryant, am a Licensed 
Social Worker and a Provisional Clinical 

:Member in the International Transactional 
,Analysis Association. You are welcome 
to telephone me to answer any questions. 

_Please call in the early morning, late 
;evening, or the weekend, 
PLACE1 74 Vesper St., 2nd floor; Date: 

"(Future day of week and hour to be 
agreed upon); Time: 7:30-9:00 P.M. ; 
Fee: $12 per meeting: 

Our Cultural Heritage Celebrated 
Next Women's Communi t y Day - Harch 1 ~t Williston Church 
J - 6:00 Heeting 
6:00 Potluck Supper - in honor of Women's International IJay~ 

bring a dish that reflects your heritage and a story to 
go with tt. Bring pictures of yourself and/or your 
co un tryo 

7:JO P.N. -Stng t ng with piano, etc . Please bring instruments AND bring 
sheet music you have from musicals, popular records, whatever. 

8 :30 P.M. [Janee if you wanna . 
Childcare will be provided. Please pre·-register for tt . 
A. N.'s or weekends:· 772-695) aee po.12 



,.-----TOWARD A CLASS CONSCIOUSNESS-----.._ 
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two articles by 
DEBBIE .... 

from A Plain Brown Rapper -
Rita Mae Brown 

Class involves your behavior, 
your basic assumptions about 
life, your experie ces (de-
termined by your c~ass) which 
validate those assumptions, 
how your are taught to behave, 
what you expect from yourself 
and from others, your concept 
of a future, how you under-
stand problems and solve them, 
how you tnink, feel ana act. 
Jt is these behavioral patterns 
cemented in childhood that 
cause class conflicts in the 
various movements ••• 

It ts these behavioral pat-
terns which must be recognized, 
understood, and changed. 

For several months 1 have been try-
ing to formulate my thoughts on the 
subject of class. At first this 
proved to be a most diJficult task-
for the more I pondered my family, 
social and economical bJckground, 
the more frustrated I became. I re-
membered numerous forgotten strug-
gles from childhood and 1 could 
feel anger steadily rising up. But 
the •politics worth having ••• demand 
that we delve still deeper.• In-
deed, my class position directly tn-
fluenced my earlter arv.,;, later life 
experiences. Being born into a fam-
ily that did not enJoy economic se-
curity affected my perspectives. 
vaily dissatisfaction was utterly 
aemoralizing, and there wasn't any 
time for appreciation of education-
time was spent on tactics for sur- · 
vi val. 

I am most resentful after all 
these years of how class dij'ferences 
create the tendency for people of 
one class to look down on another. 
I could endure doing without mater-
ial comfort but I coulan't accept 
particular inferior/superior atti-
tudes which are createa within our 
class divisions. Poverty does not 

'" con 't on PO. q 

...., ERNA .... 
The class discussion potluc~ was 
an exciting start of what~ hope 
will be a continuing dialogue of 
attempting to understand ana bond 
over hard political and personal 
issues. 

I was struck by our difficul-
ties in attempting to aefine what 
class means in this countrJ. ie 
spent at least half of the two 
hour discussion time on tnis. Is 
it purely financial, or cultural 
or psychological? Can your class 
change when you leave your parents 
or later, yo~r parents' economic 
situational cnanges? 

We all had fairly strong opin-
ions and feelings on the defini-
tion, but were cautious in ap-
proach, in the beginning ana a-
ware of the differences in class 
among those of us in the group, 
however defined. We considered 
the ide~ of women or lesbians as 
a class. This seems to me to be 
a separate type of class - women 
and lesbians have our own class 
divisions and problems that aJfect 
how we work together and relate 
among ourselves. One of our prob-
lems as a group of women/feminists 
has been to try to gloss over the 
d iJ /e rences (class, race,, sexual 
preference, parent/non-parent$), 
developing our political analysis 
and action around a false sense of 
women•s equality; ie., that we 
are all equally oppressed. Even 
now, there is a surprising lack of 
organizing around solid economic 
demands necessary to poor womens' 
survival, such as humane welfare, 
childcare and employment for un-
skilled •unprofessional• women. 
(See: Class Realities: ..4 New 
Power Base, by Karen Kollias, 
Quest, winter, 1975 - this will be 
available in xerox at the next 
class potluck.) Feminists mostly 
are concentrating on issues that 
a;fect professional ana otherwise 
priviledged women, because, at a 

con't. on pg. -, , 



Class Consciousness con't.J _) _) _J __) _J __ J 
lend its elf to nurturance of self-e s teem. And so, it is a constant struggle for poor people against a vicious capitalist cycle - for a lack of self-esteem makes it difficult to break out of certain ranks. iJevel -oping my self-esteem was a turning point in my life. The negative as-pects of my class background deterred tnis - but my persistance ana strength enabled me to finally affirm myself. 

To analyze class is not easy - but we need to. Through conversations with other women I saw how important it is to discuss together class issues. I suggested a potluck with a class discussion. i dozen wommin came to~ether. It was obvious how hard it is to explain the phenomenon of class. We talked for several hours but could not come up with a con-crete definition. B.ut this is a gocd beginning in confronting class ism in our community. I know that within the realm of the wommin's commun-ity we £!!11 continue to acknowledge and discuss our class differences, and then we can be more effective politically - for we'll be better able to build alliances with other wommin. Debbie venney ----------------------------- -
least to some extent (which differs for each of us) that is who we are. It seemed to me that we at the potluck were trying to dissolve some of the class d iJfe rences be tween us th.at night, too. .At the same time we were and are clearly seeking to explore and unaerstand the differ-ences, so that we can be close, and recognize when something comes be-tween us indiviaually at what appears to be a personal level, that it may involve unstated class assumptions. 

The temptation to try to gloss over differences within our commun-ity seems to come from a fear that open discussion and exploration may be divisive. •e are in need of personal validation for the struggles we are presently involved in, ana fear that we will not be able to give it to eacn other due to resentment, misunderstanding or whatever. One woman may feel that I won't sup; ort her in her attempts to deal with the emotional violence she suffered in her upper middle class fam-ily during childhood, and another fears th4t she would have difficulty getting support from a •professional• sister to go to college for the first tin:e. 
Certainly, the possibility that we will behave in cla~sunconscious ways and fulfill those fears with each. other is present. But the more we can connect over issues of our personal/political diJferences in a genuine and searching way, the better our community and rel at ionsh. ips together can feel. The potluck for me was a productive beginning for further discussion, both in smaller circles, and later potlucks. There are a few resources I know of that may be some contribution to discussion -
Hidden In,zuries of Class, by Cobb and Sennett (paperback - can probably be bought at Bookland.) 
There is a back issue of ~uest, a feminist quarterly, devoted to class. (I don't know which one.) 
In the book Plain Brown Rapper, by Rita Hae Brown, (see excerpt at beginning of vebbie's article) there ts an excellent article on class divisions among lesbians. Erna Koch 

ZNT.1!,RE::,J•E'iJ IN WORKING OR CONTINUING TO WUHK ON Tlli!, Ni!.'VSLET'J'.i!,R? If so, ~oin us for a potluck/discussion at 6:00 P.H. on Monday, the 9th of ~arch at 81.A Yesper Street. This meeting is an important one - we'll be discussing structure, suggestions ana personal feelings. Upcoming will be a workshop on layout for anyone interested in making somewhat of a commitment to the newsletter. Details at the Harch 9th meeting. 



I WAS A 10 l\!IAJORETTE 
/a candid interview with Beth Hartman/ 

Interviewer: Marie Irene 

SO BE'1H, WHEN DID IT ALL BE)}IN? 
Well, let me get into the mood. I 

must of first been attracted to major-
ettes on T.V. And then there was the 
legendary Beth Davis at Board.man High 
School. Why, I have her baton still 
with me today, with the name Beth in-
scribed on it. bother bought it for 
me when Beth Davis graduated. It's too 
long for me, but I don't care. 

So, I very much wanted to take baton 
lessons (I was in 5th grade) , but since 
Beth Davis was no longer at Boardman 
High, I took lessons from her sister Meg. 
I picked it up rather easily. I was a 
natural. It was exciting to create all 
that movement, that fluidity of sorts. 

NOW BE'IB, WOULD YOU SAY 'IHE OU'IWARD 
APPEARANCE OF '!HE MAJ ORE TIES HELPED 
SPUR YOU ON 'ID 'IBIS CAREER? 

Well, when it got dark on the football 
field and the girls came out in those 
white wool dresses, well - they weren' t 
exactly what you'd really call dresses , 
they were - outfits. Yes, outfits 

. trimmed in white bunny fur (pause for 
· deep reflection) and when you add that 

to the head gear (being also of white 
bunny fur) and those silver batons flash-
ing in the night between nimble fingers 
of the line up of 8 twirlers, well -
I must say my heart jumped! ! 

OK BE'IB, '1HAT'S REAL NICE, BUT WHAT ABOUT 
MOM? WAS SHE SUPPORTIVE OF YOUR DESIRE 
'TO 'IWIRL? 

Yes, she was. Baton lessons were a 
cheap way to satisfy my hunger for the 
more, how you say - sophistication of 
the, well, - dance forms! 

DANCE FORM3? 
Yes, dance forms. I could engage in 

interpretive twirling for the cost of 
a mere dollar per lesson. 

It also was beneficial in helping me 
in my early developmental stages of 
Queen of 'lack . 

A TITLE YOU HOLD PROUDLY, NO DOUBT? 
Yes! 

SO DID BOARDMAN HIGH APPREX!IA'IE YOGR 
TALEN'IS? 

Well, they never actually got to 
know my talents intimately. 

, HOW SO? 
Because just as I was getting ready 

: to 11tilize all of my rigorous train-
ing, as I was just about to put myself 
to the test by trying out in the spring 
to become a Boardman High Majorette, I 
was cruelly ripped away from my suburban 
Ohioian hometown because of my mother 's 
ambition for power and success. 

So here I was, removed from a relatively 
sophisticated, suburban atmosphere sym-
bolized by those white bunny fur major-
ette outfits and thrust into a tacky , 
agricultural old-fashioned town. 

Bowling Green, Ohio; whose faded whitish 
uniforms, the wrong length for that year 
(1968) with a giant red bobcat. 

WHAT? 
A bobcat! Embarassingly placed on my 

breasts . 

NO! 
Yes!! 

WHAT WERE '!HE GIRLS AT BOWLING HIGH LIKE 
BETI-l? DID '!HEY ACCEPT YOU? 

Well, the kids at Bowling Green High 
were predictably less sophisticated, but 
I instinctively had been battling the 
social pressure of my Boardman upbringing 
for sometime , so it was a refreshing 
change at that time. 

When I got involved that year in being 
a majorette, I found I had much more 
opportunity to create routines that ca~e 
from deep within myself. Had I stayed at 
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A/KIDD: 
a New Martial Art in Maine 

Aiktdo is an excellent martial 
art for womeno The tec~nique re-
quires more movement skill, flexi-
bility endurance, and co-ordination 
than strength and heavy body w~ighto 
The form ts graceful and ~lending. 
The attitude during practice ts re-
laxed and non competitive. 

Jtkido is a Japanese martial art. 
In Aiktdo an attack is neve r stopped; 
it ts met, and guided in a way that 
causes the ~ttacker to be thr~wn 
by the directional force of his o~n. 
actton. In addition to throws, Aikido 
employs a number of wrist techniques 
and pins. 

I have studied Aikido with Sensai 
Rurtko Hasutant in Pittsburgh, PA., 
for three years, and am a member of 
the United States Aikido Feder~tiono 
At this point I am not a Sensai, 
which requires a second degree black 
belt. Hy rank ts third kyu (there 
are five tests before black belt)o 
Hy objective in teaching ts twofold: 
· 1. Introduce Atkido to Haine 

· 'wt th the hope that a group m t gh t 
grow tn stae and be able to attract 
a Sensai to the Portland area. 
; 2. Train people, so that I _ have 
·Someone to work out with here in 
Portland (I commute to the Bosto~ 
Aikikai every week to continue my 
own study of Aiktdo). 
4:JO - 6:JO P.H. at Reiche School 
Cafetorium, 166 Brackett Street. The 
classes are ongoing, you can start ~ny 
time, and they are free . For mor~ ·.1,n-
/ormation please contact Karen Krider 
at 829-59)6. 
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MAJORETTE con't. 11 

Boardman High, I would have 
learned the traditional routines 
and executed them with less of an 
individual style. For example, 
when the band's half-time show 
consisted of a melody of popular 
commercial jingles, I was able to 
pour all of my creative self into 
the creation of such classic rou-
tines for twirlers like - Zou Can 
Take Salem out of the Country, 
but Iou Can't Take the Coun tr y 
Out of Salem. 

INSPIRATIONAL, NO DUUBT? 
It was, and with the coming of 

my second year at Bowling Green 
High School, my choreographic and 
interpretive skills increased 
markedly. 

But Just as I was about to 
burst into my senior year, no 
doubt, become a head majorette of 
some magnitude, I was again RIPPED 
quite literally, out of the line 
and headed off to Haine, by that -
Hahl - ambitious mother of mine. 

· - Had she accepted a posit ion 
elsewhere in the Midwest, I could 
today be a professional twirler. 

WELL BETH, CONSIDERING YOUR LIFE 
TOOK .4. TURN FOR THE S1'.4.G.i!-, ;r.i!,' IJ'/t.c, 
AUDIENC~ MUST SAY IN .4.LL TRUTHFUL-
NB'SS THJJ.T Pl!,RH.4.PS IT WiJS FOR TtiE 
Bl!,BT I -

Well, as Doris Day says: Kay-
Sara-Sara- and also - it takes a 
woman. 

THANKS• BJ!.'TH. 
You're welco~e. Harte. 

Beth Hartman resides in Bangor, 
Maine with her lovely wife Teresa 
~nd their three children - Pansey, 
~nnett and New Fish. 



Cultural Heritage con't. 12 
The meeting: will it be boringf Absolutely not! We hope you will 
come away knowing we're going to do it. Now that we know we want 
each other, we need to find one or t~o s peci fic places to put ener-
gy, both j'or tne next year ana for th~ ne.:ct five year~. _~lease do 
some serious thinking before the meeting about the priority of 
your personal goals so tnat you will be able to express them in a 
clear way at the meetingo £very woman will be heard and have an 
equal voice in the final ~ecisions. We will wo~k towards findin g 
a focus or two that will incorporate your most important personal 
goals as to what can be accomplished through a women's community. 
So come! Think about one-year goals: Expansion of newsletter? 
Development of fun and bonding, letter-writing potlucks? J women's 
fair? And 5 year: Remember the old age home? The resource c~nter 
or what do you want in it? This is your chance to steer the direc-
tion of the community. And tt's gonna be real good. 

potlucking con't. 
--- Six o'clock everv Thurs-

day at The Wo~en's Room ('!WCA) 
eets mv snecial "You-never-
know-what-you'll-find" award. 
This meal is often hi~hli~hted 
bv crocknot eoodies and savory 
souos(5 Q's to Jackie Linps~ 
Chicken ~oodle with Dumnlin~ 
Soun- a bowlful of that and 
you'll want to be carried home, 
tucked into bed, and tenderly 
kissed ~oodni£ht).This eroup is 
interest oriented. Speakers, 

NEWSLETTl~ GANG THIS ISSUE 

Barbara Bunny Diane 
R'Lta 11arie Nicole 
Ann Fry Sparky 
Natalia De.b Sue 
Belinda Erna JOIN US! I 

I 

meeting con' t. 

· slide shows, craft and wholistic 
health workshops and lectur 0 s 
follow. Look for their nosters 
with the'help yourself1 nads of 
schedulerl events listin~s. If 
you are too busy to involve 
yourself in task oriented 
~rouns, this is the one of 
choice you can even "eat 
and run" and still be warmly 
received in a supportive 
atmosphere. 

So there you have a 
very basic ~uide to just a few 
of the~. Readers are invited to 
review any that I've overlooked 
(try the Readin~ eroup at the Y) 
and to nass the word on nosted 
special event ones. So,dust 
off that chafing dish, season 
your wok, Proudly wield your 
place settin~, ready, aim, 
GORGEf!!! 

focus on a topic for each issue, have more poetry. mor·e fun reading, 
have profiles of Community women (*bartering who's who)o Diane Elze, 
a member of the Newsletter staff, suggested that the Newsletter staff 
should define its role, set up an editorial policyo 7Jiane also wonderea 
if it was the role of the Newsletter to be more pushy in soliciting 
articleso The Newsletter staff all felt they needed more community 
input regarding the Newsletter. It was suggested that the next newsletter 
have as a theme DREA11S for the Women's Community. 

Nicole d'Entremont gave a r eport !:.!1.. contacting Maria Theresa and setting 
up a grant writing weekend in April. It was decided that the theme for the 
next general meeting in February would be prioritizing our community 
goalso It was felt that this was necessary business to be discussing since 
we were seriously discussing financial self-sufficiency. Andrea Kell y, 
Bet~ Brown and Erna Koch are warking on planning the evento 





We love aoing this newsletter, but w~ C~P'T vO IT ;ITdUUT 
YOU!!!!!!! The newsl etter Task i'orce neeas more womynenergy 
in the form of articles (news, Jeatures, interviews, revieiJJs, 
etc,}, graphics , letters to Hetty (or to the Task Force), 
calendar events, even your favorite r ecipe !!! Please tf you 
can, type your article with a maximum 7• width and a dark 
typewriter ribbon. This would save us much time. Theciead-
line for the next issue ts Pebr~ary 2. Submit your ~ritings 
to: Nicole d'Entremon t, 71 Walnut St~, Portland, 04101, 

WE HO'I HA Vi:,' 95 SUBSCRIPTIONS!!! Subscriptions are 15 (more if 
you can, le ss tf you can't) for 12 monthly issues. Please 
return to: 1). E'l,ee, 15 .Deering Ave, Portland, 04101. 

Hame _________________________ _ 

~ddress ________________________ _ 

Jmount enclosed ____ _ (Checks can be made out to •The Commun-
ity,.) 




