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Betrayed! 3to 1

By: Ken Constant, Staff Writer

In a late breaking action which held up
the printing of this edition of the Community
Pride Reporter, the United States Senate and
House of Representatives have both voted in
favor of an amendment to the Defense Autho-
rization Act (DAA) which Wﬂlm\l?dls‘
Crommation agamst gays, lesbians and bisexu-
als in the armed forces. The Senate vote was
66-33 and the House voted 301-134.

An amendment totheDAA, alsoknown
as the military budget, adds a new policy
concerning homosexuals in the military. The
new policy is not the so called “Don’t Ask,
Don'tTell” compromise worked outlastmonth

with President Clinton. Itis, instead, an almost
identical version of the current military regula-
tion.

The new policy, which will become a
federal law as opposed to a military regulatory

policy, states ‘ The armed forces must maintain

personnel policies that exclude persons whose
presence in the armed forces would create an
unacceptable risk to the armed forces high
standards of morale, good order and discipline,
and unit cohesion that are the essence of mili-
tary capability.”

Maine Senator George Mitchell voted in
favor of the amendment. When asked why he
voted in favor of discrimination, the Senator’s
office issued a statement saying he favors an
end to the ban on gay Americans. “I believe
service personnel should be treated on the basis
of conduct, not status,” said Senator Mitchell.

He went on to say that his position is in
the minority in Congress and that is unfortu-
nate. Mitchell said; ‘“The choice we face, is
between doing nothing or making the modest
changes in policy which are achievable, with
the full knowledge that they do not go as far as
Ibelievethey should. Ichosethelatter course.”
Senator Mitchell then set aside his earlier stated
convictions and voted in favor of discrimina-
tion against gays, lesbians and bisexuals in the

According to Mitchell’s statement, the
only realistic outcomes of the debate in the
Congress were statutory codification of the
currentban or the modestcompromise that was
approved. (They won’t ask sexual orientation
when recruiting, but if you are later found out
to be homosexual you're out). “In these cir-
cumstances, I supported the compromise,” said

Mitchell.

Heconcluded his statement by saying, “1
believe the action taken is a step in the right
direction, albeit a small one. I also believe that
over time, education, common sense and com-
mon decency will change prevailing habits of
thought and practice.”

Voting in favor of the anti-gay amend-
ment, Senator Bill Cohen said, “The Senate,
with my support, has adopted legislative lan-
guage on homosexuals in the military that is
consistent in some respects with President
Clinton'’s proposal on this subject.” He went
on to say, “The provisions also clarify the
grounds for discharging homosexuals from the
military. That language, agreed to by the
Senate Armed Services Committee, states in
its findings that: there is no constitutional right
to serve in the armed forces; military life is
fundamentally different from civilian life; and
the armed forces must maintain personnel poli-
cies that exclude persons whose presence in the
forces would create an unacceptablerisk to the
high standards of morale, good order and dis-
cipline, and unit cohesion.”

Summarizing, Senator Cohen said, “We
asasociety muststrive to eliminate discrimina-
tion and bigotry whenever possible. Given the
role of the military, which includes placing the
lives of our sons and daughters in harm's way,
we must also insist that we not take hasty action
that will create unreasonable burdens or dan-
gers to those who serve in the military.”

Representative Olympia Snowe also
voted in favor of the discriminatory amend-
ment but her office did not provide a statement
after repeated requests.

Continued on page 15-Betrayed
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Settlement
Reached

By: Winnie Weir

According to a story in the October 1st
edition of the Portland Press Herald, an out-
of-court settlement has been reached be-
tween Linda Noble of Topsham, Maine and
Bath Iron Works.

The law suit was the first to test the
city of Portland’s new anti-discrimination
law concerning sexual orientation. Noble
filed the suit after being fired from hcr job
with BIW in June 1992.

In the settlement, BIW does not admit
guilt. Theyhave reportedly agreed to pay 10
per cent of Noble’s legal expenses and all
her medical expenses relating to the stress
she allegedly suffered through the harass-
ment at work. The Press Herald reported that
the settlement amounted to $75,000.

A second lawsuit concerning sexual
orientation is still pending in Portland. A
lesbian is suing Bagel Werks of Portland
over alleged harassment and loss of employ-
ment. e
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Farewell to
Maine
by: Paula Aboud

As the outgoing President of the Maine
Lesbian Gay Political Alliance and as an out-
going member of the Maine community, I'd
like to thank the Lesbian/Gay community for
their participation in the successes of MLGPA
this year and to share some of my observations
and experiences from that unique perspective.

Being President of MLGPA was one of
the hardest jobs I've ever done. It was also one
of the most rewarding. 1have great apprecia-
tion for the leaders and workers of MLGPA
who helped build a voice to and for the lesbian
and gay community in the last nine years.

In order tobe an effectiverepresentative
of a community, which I was being, at times, I
thought that it was my responsibility to speak
in a way which reflected the wide-ranging
opinions of the community and to do so in a
way in which mainstream Maine might best be
able to hear. Ilearned that by moderating my

" more radical attitude and behavior, I did con-

tribute to developing a less hostile and safer
atmosphere in which to be heard.

To be “heard” or “listened to” was a
moving experience in my life. Partof that was
becoming president of a reputable and estab-
‘credibility

with it a responsibility to adequately reflect,
through the media, the feelings and relations to
events or situations that affected our commu-

nity. This was the hard work since there was -

rarely one opinion that could represent the
sentiments of a whole community, especially
one so diverse as ours.

The rewarding work wastraveling across
the state from one pocket of our community to
another trying to bridge gaps, educate about
civil rights and the legislative process, listen to
folks, and empower others to become active in
their own ways. Great result came about! - A
Bangor legislative committee and a Dexter
community were mobilized for the first time.
Rita re-activated a great Portland legislative
committee. Lewiston came alive and now has
serious activists on MLGPA'’s Board, and the

gay and non-gay communities came together
to work for our civil rights in a moving expres-
sion of unity.

Some incredible bridges were crossed
that brought flocks of people on board in an
active way. Three weeks of candlelight vigils
in front of the Governor’'s house happened
without missing a night. We were only two
votes away from overturning the Governor’s
veto! Truly our time has come. Truly the
networking and bridge-crossing must continue
iflesbians and gay men are tobe free and equal.

What lies ahead for us? The religious
war that Pat Buchanan and Pat Robertson
declared and are waging is focused largely on
America’s lesbian and gay communities. Local
and statewide anti-gay referendums are being
initiated by them and their members across this
country. Maine faces one in Lewiston this
November 2nd, and may well face a statewide
one in 1994.

Historically, the lesbian and gay popu-

lations of the world, and oppressed peoples of

the world, have never withstood the deadly
onslaught of the maniacal oppressors by stand-
ing ALONE. In the Middle ages in Europe,
ninemillion women werekilled; no onestopped
the killers. The Spanish Inquisition lasted 350
years, killing millions.

Millions of Jews,lesbians and gay men
and others were killed in Germany in this
century. How many others have died in the

millions with no one to stop the killings? Itis -
naive to think that the Radical Right doesn’t -

_ want to inflict such harm upon us today. Itis.

also naive to think thatlesbians and gays in this
country can withstand the persecution of the
Right without outside support.

Building bridges, uniting and standing
with our allies, all of our allies, including our
own community, isthe way, I believe, to ensure
our freedlom and safety. Cooperation is the
key. The next president of MLGPA will con-
tinue, Ibelieve, to work to bring the lesbian and
gay community together, and will also
strengthen the alliances with our innumerable
progressive non-gay allies.

Our community needs to come together
in a spirit of cooperation. We have many
friends waiting for our call for help and sup-
port, and MLLGPA has the continued opportu-
nity to be a bridge for the gay and non-gay
communities. I trustthat this will happen, and
that together we will defeat this anti-gay

... continued on page 7

Gays and Lesbians Parenting ...

Saturday, Oct. 23, 1to 3 p.m.
Place - Portland Area TBA
Call CPR 879-1342 for site.

If you are parenting or thinking about having children
and are interested in meeting others, please come.
If you can't make this meeting and want ot be notified
of other gatherings please call CPR 879-1342.
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With this issue of Community Pride Re-
porter, we are putting a new policy in effect.
We will be distributing this publication free
fromnow on. What led to this change in policy
was basically achange in my mind set, aided in
no small measure, by input from readers, ad-
vertisers, those businesses currently selling
CPR, and those businesses who would not, or
could not sell CPR because of space and
convenience constraints.

Underlying the above, is the overriding
consideration that if this paper is going to be of
service to lesbian, transgendered, gay, and
bisexual people, it needs to be distributed
widely and read by many. While the $1 cost is
not, in itself, a deterrent (complimentary cop-
ies were-always available for anyone not able
to pay), old habits die hard.

Current and previous publications serv-
ing our community have been available in
various locations throughout the state for the
taking. Commumity Pride Reporter willnow
be available on that basis as well.

Subscription rates will need to remain
$20 per year due to the first class mailing,
envelope and label costs, etc. It will be neces-

sary to generate additional funds to underwrite
: ﬁco_s{ofoperahngﬁ'sirmm. Weareinthe

process of planning some creative and fun
ways to do that, and will keep you informed.
As always, ideas and suggestions from you are
welcomed.

In order to improve our reporting and
communication throughout the community,
CPR needs a fax/modem for our Mac LCIIL. I
am also looking to join AP/Newsfinder, a
serviceof Associated Press for less-than-weekly
publications. There is one staff person who
works primarily on stories of particular con-
cem to our community around the world, na-
tion, and state. There is a hook-up fee of $250
plus a$37.50 monthly charge which allows the
user to down-load between 40 and 50 stories in
ahalf hour. Icannot justify this expense from
my limited funds right now, but who knows
what the future holds?

I want to thank the people who helped
get this issue of Community Pride Reporter
out. Ken Constant, with his nose for news, and
his tenacity in tracking down our lead story this
month; Rose Mary Denman for reading and
proofing just about every word, often at odd
hours, and for agreeing to provide needed
transportation to the printer; Vivian Holmes,
who ran errands, prepared the mailing, offered
moral support, and reminded me to eat; all the

columnists who contribute so generously each
month; and you, the readers who make what
the rest of us do worthwhile, and last, butbyno
means least, my friend Cindy Lupien, who
helps keep me focused, and challenges me to
meet and conquer my fears.

Switching gears, now. Some sad notes
for our community. Since last issue, two gay-
owned business in Portland have closed their
doors; Peter’s Sub Station and Pizza Shop,
owned by Peter Fairchild, Jr., and the OutPost,
owned by Ken Constant. I am sorry to see this
happen, and frankly, as a new business owner,
it scares me.

Itscares peoplelikeRandy Debay, owner
of The Rage in Bangor. His statement in
Community Dialogue on page 4, talks about
the commitment those of us who take the risk
of going into business for ourselves take. I
can 't stress enough how important it is forus to
support each other, not only with the dollars,
but with positive energy, and, as my great,
great uncle used to say, “a kind word.”

The saddest note of all is also a two-
edged sword, for as bisexuals, gays, transgen-
dered, and lesbian people, we are continually

_engaged in the struggle for equal protection.
That is sad (as well an enraging, to be sure!),

but it is also calling each of us to find the joy in
being who we are. It’s calling us to find our
strength, both individually and as a commu-
nity. It's calling us, “in all our diversity and
complexity”, as Bee Bell so eloquently stated
recently, to sit at the same table and begin to
build bridges.

Ihaverecently had the privilege of being
part of a small committee working on the
structure for a state-wide organization, should
onebecomenecessary, to fight Carolyn Cosby’s
referendum. We are diverse. We are hard-
working. We are making compromises. We
arereaching consensus. Wearestrong. Weare
compassionate and passionate. We are build-
ing bridges!

All of those statements above apply to
all of us. I am moved beyond words by the
dedication of the activists fighting for our
rights. Theyneed the help and support of more
of us in order to win in Lewiston, in the states
of Maine and New Hampshire, and ultimately
in this country. If might makes right, then we
are in great shape, because we are MIGHTy
tired of having to justify our existence!

In Solidarity,

In My
Opinion ...

Dear Editor:

Please don't let the letters of discontent or
upheaval get you down. The main thing is that
you are reaching all of the alternative life-
styles, and they are going to send feedback. At
least there is dialogue! My one concem is that
our “‘community”, no matter what life-style, is
notunited, and prejudicehas a way of surfacing
that can be a catalyst in sowing the seeds of
mistrust, malevolence, and anger. Wehavegot
tocometogether and throw aside theridiculous
name-calling... and become more accepting of
the unique differences. What is happening?
Whatis going on? Enough!

Those of us who tried to live our lives in a
tightrope of “straight” mores and society’s
dictatorial forms of repression know all to well
that the “straight world” loves to hear and see
this upheaval taking place in our communities.
I would love to get the first publication from
you. Could you please forward that ASAP?
Warmly, Dee Corcoran, So. Berwick

Dear Editor:

Iam a NEW WOMEN (post-op TS) and a
lesbian. Your publication is a welcome and
important addition to the lesbian, gay, bisexual,
and transgendered people of Maine and the
seacoast of Portsmouth NH area.

I feel that by reporting on all the issues
important to lesbian, gay, bisexual, and
transgendered people, it will increasethe aware-
ness that we are all striving for the same goals
of society acceptance, and no discrimination.
We cannot achieve these goals if we discrimi-
nate, and do not accept each other.

As a former Transsexual, I can tell you that
Idid notask to be born with Gender Dysphoria.
I'was, and I fought it for 45 years before finally
acccepting it and doing something about it
instead of living a lie. Thave done my psycho-
therapy, hormonal therapy, and life test.
Fourteen monthsagoI took the final step of sex
reassignment surgery. Iamnow, finally, com-
plete. (As discussed in the book Brain Sex, by
Anne Moir, Ph.D., and David Jessel).

I am finally at great peace with myself.
BUT, society will not acccept what I did. I've
had a court judge call me a pervert, State
Human Services personnel humiliate me in
front of my partner, and I am fighting for
employment. So, I welcome CPR to keep me
informed of local events and issues. 1 AM
GOING TO GET MORE INVOLVED.

Emily Goodwin, So.Berwick

ment in the U.S. and western Europe.

- The Lesbian
health

movement
wants you...

By: Peaches Bass

About five years ago, after 20 years of
leadership in feminist health, abortion rights,
and AIDS, lesbians began tumning their energy
in a new, more empowered direction.

We spent the seventies and eighties ex-
plaining, as much to ourselves as anyone else,
why reproductive rights, family planning, and
gay men'’s health were lesbian issues.

As our explanations became more so-
phisticated, and as health care issues have
become more complex and thought-out, we
began to identify areas that were unique to our
lives as lesbians. This awareness has been
supplemented by the increasing number of
professionals and grassroots activists whose
work has shown that lesbians have specific
health issues that require special attention, and
has resulted in a strong lesbian health move-

Lesbians have been surveyed repeatedly
in the pastten years, and many issueshave been
identified. Lesbians want and need affordable
health care services from providers who are
comfortable with lesbian sexuality, knowl-
edgeable on lesbian family models, and under-
standing of how sexism and homophobia af-
fect our mental and physical health.

Wewanthealthcare providers whoknow
how to take a medical history without assum-
ing we're having sex with men. We want
therapists who want to help us improve our
emotional health without trying to cure us of
our lesbianism. We want alternative health
care providers who are truly lesbian-positive
and not just exploiting our interest in non-
traditional therapies and practices.

These goals requirethe training of health
care providers and the education of the lesbian
public. We lesbians are our own best healers,
advocates, and health care providers. Our
empowerment, through knowledge and com-
munity, encourages health care providers to
improve their services. But exactly what kind
of information do we need to be healthy?

Lesbian health is a broad, open field. It
covers issues of youth, adolescence, and com-
ing out in a heterosexist world, and how
homophobia and anti-gay/antiwoman violence
affect young lesbians, putting them at risk for
running away, dropping out of school, suicide,

..continued on page 5
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to fight referendum

L] °
nearing formation
By: Rich Austin

Representatives of the Lesbian/Gay/Bi-
sexual community from across the State met
at The Rage in Bangor on Sunday, September
12th,

Paula Aboud and Ellie Goldberg of
MLGPA facilitated the meeting at which a
goal statement for the organization wasadopted.
Three previously proposed plans for the struc-
ture of the Organization were further consid-
ered.

The primary product of the September
12th meeting was the adoption of the
Organization's Goal Statement and Support-
ing Statements, which were drawn together
with input from the entire group, and accepted
by a unanimous show of hands. The Goal
Statement and Supporting Statements read as
follows:

“The Goal of the Organization is to
guarantee that the legislation proposed by
Concerned Maine Families never takes effect
because we mean to preserve our integrity as a
people inall our complexity and to achieve full
liberation for ourselves and all people.

“Supporting Statements: In ordertoreach

the Goal, the organization will (1) strategically
.oppose the petition, referendum, and proposed
legislation at every legal, political, and grass
roots opportunity; (2) educate ourselves and
others, organize ourselves and others, and work
to maintain cohesion between ourselves and
our supporters;, and (3) work to assure the
failure of the Lewiston referendum.”

The secondary product of the meeting
was the near acceptance of a structural pro-
posal brought forward by ACT UP/Portland.
Toward the end of the meeting, many in the
group expressed the desire to see the best
elements of the other two plans integrated with
the ACT UP/Portland Proposal.

Atthe direction of Paula Aboud, an eight
person committee was formed to consider the
three proposals and merge them into a final
form. That proposal isto be presented fora vote
at the next organizational meeting at The Rage
in Bangor on October 2nd.

This statewide equal protection organi-
zation, and its community and local chapters,
will be setting itself in direct opposition to
Concerned Maine Families.

The organization has also declared its
willingness to look toward the future to
ensure that once this proposed legislation is
defeated, no future attempt to restrict our
civil rights in Maine is ever successful. ee

Wt 57 ..

For our GRAND RE-OPENING EVENTS

OCTOBER 7th, 9 -10 p.m.

Join us for a Book Signing . . .
Author of Lesbian Lists and the newly released Superstars:
Twelve Lesbians Who Changed the World. Immediately following
her reading with the Matlovich Society.

OCTOBER 14th, 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.

. FALL OPEN HOUSE
Come see what's New and Different. .. ... Refreshments!

OCTOBER 21st, 5-8 p.m.

Meet John Preston and celebrate his Lambda Book Award!
Copies of his new book Flesh and The Word |l will be available

Reception for Dell Richards,

for signing.

10% of our day's receipts will be donated to the Matiovich Society.

DRoP ME A LINE..
¥

615A Congress Street, Portland
773-5547

Metro Cafe - best kept
secret in Lewiston

By: Winnie Weir

In mid-September I had occasion to be
in Lewiston, and took a friend out to dinner at
the Metro Cafe. It was around 8:00p.m., and
I was surprised not to find the restaurant
crowded with hungry patrons. My guest
and I sat at a quiet comer table after greeting
owner, Tim Pinkham.

The dining room is decorated beauti-
fully, and is really elegant in a comfortable
way. The tables were tastefully set with crisp
tablecloths and napkins providing the perfect
background for lovely table-settings. Our
waitperson brought us menus and asked if we
wanted drinks. After taking our order, he left
us to peruse the menu

Our first observation was the reasonable
prices charged for everything, from appetizers
to desserts. The highest priced appetizer was
the shrimp cocktail at $5.95. We decided on

the garlic bread with sauce for dipping at
$1.95. It was fresh, hot, and had just the right
zest in the sauce.

There are four selections under Sand-
wiches & Burgers, each one sounding uniquely
inviting. They include the Amsterdam Burger-
$3.89, the Mykonos Burger-$4.25, the ‘P”
Town-$3.49, and the Ogunquit-$4.79.

Salad fare featured green salad with fresh
lettuce and assorted veggies, $2.49, Metro
Salad with fresh lettuce, veggies, topped with
cheeses, meat and fruit, $5.25, and Chicken
salad on a bed of fresh greens and veggies,

Entrees provided a delightful selection
challenge for us. All entrees are served with
salad, garlic bread, or dinner rolls. The six
tantalizing offeringsincluded Chicken StirFry,
Chicken Pie, or Delmonico Steak Au Poivre at
$6.95 each, Shrimp Scampi - $7.25, Fettucine
Alfredo-$5.95,and Delmonico Steak & Shrimp
Combo-$8.50.

My guest selected the Delmonico Steak
AuPoivre, and I'selected the Chicken Pie. Our
salads arrived with a raspberry vinaigrette

... continued on page 6

Community
Dialogue....

Editor’s note: This space is made available to
persons or organizations who wish to engage
in public debate around specific issues. Sub-
missions should be kept to 250-300 words.
Responses should be sent to CPR for inclusion
in next months’ edition. This month, Randy
Debay, owner of THE RAGE in Bangor, ac-
cepted my invitation to contribute.

Back in late August, while talking with
Winnie (CPR Editor), I had voiced a real
concern that I, and many other gay business
owners have. Many gay, lesbian, and bisexual
business owners have invested much hard
eamed money and hundreds and hundreds of
hours to make a go of either a directly or
indirectly gay oriented business. Our purpose
is to serve ourcommunity, to make a fair living,
and to make a mark on the community.

Especially for the gay oriented business-
person, we find it frustrating to see, or know,
that our gay community does not support us, or
that they spend their discretionary income in
other non-gay establishments! We wonder
why?

Why go and spend $20-$30 at another
club, then comeandtell us you only have $2 left
to spend with us. Why not patronize a gay
bookstore or clothing store instead when you
are looking for a gift for a lover or gay friend?

‘Why travel hundreds of miles weekly or
bi-weekly to go to a different gay bar, or leave
Maine several times a year to go to Boston, P-
town, and New York, spending hundreds of
dollars, then return and spend only $10 locally

while saying you cannot afford to spend any-
more? We understand that change and vaca-
tions are fun; but support us like you do out of
state businesses.

Remember, every $10 of discretionary
income you spend at anon-gay owned business
is $10 less we have to support our community,
AIDS networks, or in support of the fight
against discrimination.

We, just like you, have our personal bills
as well as business bills to pay, and believe me,
our business expenses are very high. My club
supports, partially or wholly, 7 gay and lesbian
employees.

The resentment and complaints about
our businesses, our profits, or our prices, not
only hurts us, but also our community. Re-
member, when or if we fail, we all fall, and that
reflects on us as a community. Instead, offer
praise and real support for our courage and
commitment.

We have a large community in Maine,
and if each one would spend $10 more a week
ata gay owned business, we would all flourish,
and the gay businesses could afford to repre-
sent our community in our fight for rights.

I guess if you know me, then you know
I have a hard time being diplomatic. I apolo-
gize if I have been ,or will be , harsh, but this is
how I seecit. We need to stop back-stabbing,
rumoring, and trying to hurt one another. We
need to support and defend one another.

Spend more. Yes, spend more of your
discretionary income at gay businesses, and
stop supporting non-gay businesses or even
worse, gay-hateful businesses. Stop complain-
ing about prices etc., and be happy we have
what we have. Let's become a family, a real
one, and let’s grow stronger by supporting one
another. *
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EDITORIAL eee

Consensus & the lesbian/gay/

bisexual community

By: Paula Aboud

As our community is struggling toward
a process by which the decisions will be made
regarding theupcoming statewide anti-gayref-
erendum, I am committed to sharing my own
opinion and experiences around consensus
decision-making.

A dictionary definition of consensus is:
“general agreement or concord; harmony;
majority of opinion.” As a feminist, my defi-
nition of consensus is: a response to the
Patriarchy’s power trip of excluding women
from the decision-making process; a way of
Being, a culture, a way of treating one another
withrespect, verbally and non-verbally, in our
heads and in our hearts, inclusion in decision-
making.

I totally support a consensus process—
in one degree or another, depending upon the
circumstances. In all circumstances, how we
treat one another should never be compro-
mised. Respectisa mustin orderto bring about
world changes. It's the bottom line. Without
respect as a starting place, true consensus does
not exist. Without it, we become no different

_thanthePatriarchy whichuses “d as

their process, while their intent is self-interest
rather than the good of the whole.

Consensus can be used in varying de-
grees, dependent upon the situation. In
WOMLAND, a women's land trust here in
Maine, where time is not usually an urgent
consideration, we are totally consensus-mak-
ers. In MLGPA, where time can be aconcem,
we use consensus in the large group, and elect
officers who we trust to act “in good faith”
when time doesn't allow the large group deci-
sion-making process. Small groups still use
consensus, though. :

In working on the civil rights bill for
gays & lesbians, time became quite urgent, and
an empowered group made decisions. No one
person should gver be making a decision that
affects the organization without some group
input. (That is Patriarchy.)

There is discussion about using consen-
sus to run a political referendum campaign.
Theideal is great. The reality is not so accept-
ing. An analysis of consensus needs to be
undertaken first before it should be imple-
mented. Even before that, respect must be “on
board” for everyone involved. Next, an analy-
sis as to what degree consensus will or will not
work, based on the nature of the campaign, is

Having worked on political campaigns
in the recent past, and having participated for
seven years in WOMLAND's pure consensus
process, I feel very qualified to say to our
community at large that a “pure” process,
involving large numbers of participants mak-

ing all, or most, of the important decisions, will
hinder the needs of the group to ACT.
“Pureconsensus” and getting thingsdone
do not go hand -in-hand. In WOMLAND,
some of our more difficultor “tough” decisions
would span three different meetings. Some of
our “easier” ones would last over one hour.

And that was with a group of 10 like-minded,
like-spirited women who had known each other
for years!

To put together a large group of people
who’ve never met, never worked together,
never worked on a campaign before, and ex-

pect pure process to run a campaign is not

- realistic. It's a great vision for some future

when our society has no difficulties with each
other, but let’s look at what's possible instead
of what may well be impossible. Let us allow
experience tocountfor something. Letusleam
from our experiences, and let us share them
with each other.

Our community is not yet at a place
where we can all respect everyone. Why
assume that we're capable of manifesting such
a huge ideal as difficult as pure consensus?

Perhaps what could alleviate the need
for such a pure system could be replaced with
trust and electing folks to work on our behalf
“in good faith”, and making a commitment to
confront those we “think” are not working for
the general good in an open and honest way.

Perhaps we, as a community, need to
learn to heal our problems with individuals

- rather than making themcommunity-wide prob-
lems.

Perhaps the problem is that folks are
afraid to confess to not being perfect. We're
afraid to acknowledge our limitations. I'mnot.
Ihave metno other group of people in this state
who have the kind of time necessary to commit
to a pure consensus process. I've done it, and
still am doing it, but I won't do it in a referen-
dum campaign. I want to win, but never at the
expense of disrespecting another. And, I think
that those two ideas are compatible: respect
and winning, Let's analyze how to do thatin a
campaign, and then I'll be there. My humble

opinion. **

Editors Note: Paula Aboud is the former
President of the Maine Lesbian /Gay Political
Alliance, and a circle member of WOMLAND.

coming in December. . . .

The NAMES Project

AIDS Memorial Quilt
hosted by :
The NAMES Project/Maine

December 1 thru 4

continued from page 3

. . . Lesbian Health
abuse, and pregnancy. Itincludesthecomplicated
issuesofalcoholand druguse, abuse, and addiction,
and how sexuality can be formed and deformed
around mind-affecting substances.

Lesbian health provides a forum to
explore whether cigarette smoking and obesity
are more prevalent among lesbians, and to
what degree these conditions affect our risks
for cancer and cardiovascular disease.

Weareconcerned withhowbeing alesbian
affects our need for pap smears, how having sex
with other women affects our risk for sexually
transmitted infections, how never being pregnant
affects our risks for endometriosis or ovarian
cancer.
Lesbian family issues also include discus-
sions of partner abuse. We have to come to an
understanding of why violence and abuse exist
among women and how to prevent it. This is an
aspect of lesbian health that is both very personal
and intensely political.

Equallypersonal andpolitical istheissueof
sexuality. As we communicate more opealy, it's
clear that lesbian sexuality entertains no assump-
tions. If it can be done, lesbians doit. If it feels
good, lesbians do it.

Sexual health encompasses discussions
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discussions of safer sex, bisextialty, masturbation,
sex toys, pornography, and butch/femme roles.
Sextherapistsand couplescounselors forlesbians
are called upon to deal with these issues, but as
you can imagine, there aren't many trained to do
S0.

Lesbian health also includes ageing and
being old. Like our youth, our getting old is
affected by both physical change and the outer
world’s response to us.

What effect does being old have on how
lesbians feel and how we are treated? How is
menopause different for lesbians? Does a life-
time as a lesbian affecthow we age, what medical
conditions we develop, the way we die? What
social needs do lesbian elders have?

The political realm of lesbian health is
fueled by a combination of workers from within
the system and bold activists who apply outside
pressure for the open inclusion of lesbians in
health research projects; funding research spe-
cific to lesbians; the integration of lesbian issues
into curricula for counseling, social work, medi-
cal and nursing students; the training of educators
and public health professionals; and the develop-
ment of lesbian health services.

In some places, community organizing is
resulting in lesbian health clinics, support pro-
gramsforlesbians withcancer, and healthconfer-
encesand workshops designed forlesbians. None
of these programs existed ten years ago.

If you're a lesbian who's thinking of serv-
ing her country with hanor and distinction, con-
sider a career in the lesbian health movement.
We're recruiting for a healthy life and a healthy
future, e

With this article, we begin a new feature
column in Community Pride Reporter focusing
on lesbian health issues. I am delighted to wel-
come Peaches Bass to our family of columnists.
Peaches is the Director of the Maine AIDS Alli-
ance in Augusta.

‘Pam Anderson

Over a decade ofexperience
as a lawyer & educator

207-885-0031

MEDIATION OF
PARTNERSHIP ISSUES

FOR ‘LESBIAN & GAY COUPLES
Commitment agreements
Separation agreements
Other partnership issues

A SOLUTION FOR THE 90's!
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Maine LeGalL
comes out!

By: Jessica Maurer, Esq.

Early last December, a small group of
lesbian and gay attorneysand law students met
for the first time for the purpose of creating a
law association which would meet theneeds of
the lesbian and gay legal comnaunity in Maine.
After months of hard work, the Maine Lesbian
and Gay Law Association, better known as
Maine LeGal, is coming out.

In early September, over two hundred
membership letters were mailed to members
of Maine's legal community. So far, the
response has been fantastic, and we can safely
say that, by the time this paper hits the stands,
we will have over thirty members!

Our purpose is simple: we want to pro-
mote human rights through advocacy, educa-
tion and litigation, and to provide opportuni-
ties for lesbian, gay and bi-sexual profession-
als to interact and socialize. It is our goal to
establish a forum in the legal community for
lesbians and gays and their supporters to ex-
change ideas and information on topics of
mutual interest and concemn.

Ultimately, we hope our organization

[ ]
e Name:

will be a powerful voice in the legal commu-
nity, a voice which can no longer beignored or
silenced. We hope this voice will aid in the

* advancement and placement of lesbians and

gays to positions in the judiciary, public agen-
cies, and on commissions.

We would like to extend an invitation to
anyone in the legal profession or in legal edu-
cation to join us. Anyone who is a member of
any State bar may become a member of our
organization. Anyone holding a J.D., attend-
ing law school, or who is employed in the legal
profession or in legal education, may become
an associate member.

As an added bonus, when you become a
member in Maine LeGal., you will receive a
free subscription to Lesbian/Gay Law Notes,
a monthly publication summarizing recent le-
gal decisions, publications, news items, devel-
opments, legislation, and articles of interest
affecting the lesbian and gay community. The
non-member subscription rate is $25.

The schedule of fees, along witha Mem-
bership Application, is published in the hope
that you will decide to join us. The member-
ship list is confidential, and will not be shared
or sold to any other organization. If you have
questions about Maine LeGaL., write to us at:
MeLeGaL, P. O. Box 443, Portland, Maine
04112, or call us at: 207/829-3379. e

_.4.,'....,._....4....'...'.....‘....'.....‘......
- MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION :
YES, I’d like to become a member of MeLeGal.

o Address:

@
+ Home phone:

® Please note any limitations on how we may contact you.

MEMBERS: ____ $50 Sustaining
ASSOCIATE MEMBERS:
FIRMS:

____ $ 175 2-10 Lawyers
____ $150 26-50 Lawyers

continued from page 4

Metro Cafe

dressing on the side. The salad was fresh, and
generous with large veggie pieces. The
dressing was pleasing.

Our dinners arrived pipping hot. My
guest’s steak was grilled to her requested rare,
and was topped with a cream, brandy and
peppercom sauce. It was tender and delicious
with the peppercoms adding a cumulative
zing by dinners end.

The chicken pie was siraply wonderful.
The crust was deliciously flakey and literally
melted in my mouth. Inside this divine crust

Work phone:
: Fields of legal practice: (if applicable)

Dues Schedule

$25 Basic

(Dues Waivers are available)

$30 Basic ____ $15Low Income
$15 Student/Low Income
$100 11-25 Lawyers

$200 > 50 Lawyers

were generous cuts of broccoli, carrots, onions,
chicken, and potato in a thickened gravy. The
vegetables were fresh, and retained their origi-
nal flavor and appearance.

The portions were so generous that we
reluctantly declined dessert. Our coffec was
brewed fresh for us, and our cups were continu-
allybeing refilled. Our waitperson was friendly,
and allowed us to comfortably pace our time at
the Metro Cafe.

This is a must dining experience. Qual-
ity food, service, atmosphere, and reasonable
prices make a trip to Lewiston all the more
rewarding. e

18 Park Street
Lewiston, Maine
(207) 7866511

Benefit
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October 8 DRP‘G B A\\

Prize for most outrageous drag!!

October 15 PAJAMA RRTY

Wear what you wear to bed.
(no nudity allowed!)

Lights go out at 11:30 p.m.
Proper dress required. (Black only)

october 30 HALLOWEEN

$2.00 admission
to Haunted House
to benefit EPL




Time OUT!
By: Michael Rosetti

The Maine Audubon Society maintains
several great walking areas close to Portland that
allow dry, easy day trips through marshland. A
good Saturday adventure by foot or mountain
bike is to visit both the Fore River Sanctuary and
the Audubon Centerat Gilsland Farm in Falmouth.

Gilsland Farm is just off route #1 in
Falmouth, a mile from the Portland line. The
Learning Center is opened on Saturdays, and has
a store which can be an education in itself. The
grounds are opentothe public every day, and there
are trails leading through pine groves, and old
pastures with views of Casco Bay.

TheForeRiver Sanctuary is atthe otherend
of Portland. This spot has a 25 foot watezrfall,
boardwalks through the heart of the marsh areas,
forest trails, and the remains of the old canal that
once connected Portland to Sebago.

To reach the Fore River Sanctuary, take
Brighton Avenue to Rowe Street (Exit 8 off the
Maine Turnpike, and head in-town). Rowe Street
is the right at the traffic light after Forest City
Dodgeif you’re going toward Portland, or aleft at
the traffic light after the Capisic Street light, if
coming from in-town.

Park all the way at the end of Rowe Street.
Keepbearing left on thetrails to find the waterfall.
The boardwalks are on the other side of the tracks.
The October Time Out newsletter includes an
after work supper walk at Gilsland Farm and
information on several other Audubon walks
around Maie. The newsletter is available for a
SASE to Time Out, P.O. Box 11502, Portland,
ME. 04104. e

OUT! of My
Mind

o

How can we get the “‘straight” community
to accept us and pass laws to protectus? Can we
win them over by demonstrating, disrupting their
social functions, or screaming at them, “‘accept us
- orelse!” Or else what?

We'll go to our room and sulk? The
homophobes and bigots would gladly escort us,
and lock the doorbehind us. Or else, maybe we'll
retaliate with vandalism and/or violence. Ohsure,
that’ll warm their hearts-especially as they see us
escorted off to jail where they’ll again lock the
door behind us.

1 suppose we could hold our breath until
d;ey giveus our way. I'vetried thattactic. Mom
escorted me to my room, (luckily there was no
way to lock the door). ;

No, there’s got to be a better way to
the straight community support and like us. Yes,
really like us. The gay community is continually
asking the straight community for help. ‘Please
donate to The AIDS Project,” (1 know, AIDS is
not a gay disease-it's just killing us first!) Please
donate to the ACT UP/Portland fund-raiser.

&

Please don’t give to the Boy Scouts be-
cause they are discriminating bigots. Please
boycott Colarado because they are discriminating
bigots.” You get the picture.

But, whatdo we do as openly gay men and
women for the straight community? Did Act Up/
Portland volunteer to answer phones for the Mus-
cular Dystrophy Telethon? Did a group repre-
senting the Matlovich Society participate in the
United Way Rally? Do the gay owned business,
bars, stores, and restaurants, have fund raisers for
the Red Cross?

Theansweris “NO”. Thisisnotto say that
some individuals do not actively
support these community causes. And, of course,
we should all be proud of the group of Drag
performers who did appear in wigs,
heels and dresses on the local Labor Day
elethon, presenting a check from a benefit
performance they did. But, what about the rest of
us?

We demand, yes demand, that the commu-
nity give, give, give, and acceptus as we are. But
whatdowedoorofferinretum? Nota week goes
by that thereis not an opportunity foran organized
group of gays and lesbians to interact with the
straight commumity.

Ibelievethatif webecomemore visibleas
gay men and lesbians involved in thecommunity,
it would pay off for us at the polls in November,
and eventually for full civil rights state-wide and
nation-wide. :

I often hear people from our community
say that we arenot atall like straight people. Isay
that's a bunch of crap. We are very much like
them. We desire nice homes, good jobs, marital
rightsand thebenefitsthat go along withthem, and
many of us desire families. How are we so
different? If weare different, and don’t wanttobe
justlike“them”, then why do we demand thesame

NORTHERN

LAmBDA b= LAMBDA 25
Norp

Since 1980, Nornern Lamsoa Noro has
served the lesbian-gay-bisexual community of
northern Maine and neighbouring New
Brunswick with a variety of educational and
social activities. NLN has a lending library,
operates the Gay-Lesbian Phoneline, and
publishes a monthly newsletter. We host the
Maine Symposium and other special events.
Our current fundraising goal is to establish
Maine’s first lesbian-gay-bi community center;
we appreciate all donations, which are fully
tax-deductible.

Norrrern LamBpa Norp
POB 990, Caribou, Maine 04736-0990 USA

f Al

“Pro L ibris BOOKSHOP
Over 20,000 current and out-of-print books in stock

10 Third Street, Bangor » 942-3019
Areader's paradise since 1980

Eric Furry, Proprietor

rights. ¢

As we enter into another fight for our civil
rights, let’s step back and take along look at who
we are, what we want, what we are doing about it,
and most of all, what we are willing to do.

Remember, the straightcommunity doesn’t
have to give us anything. They own the ball, the
playing field, and they are thereferees (orjudges).
Ifwe don’t wantto playthe game theirway, they’ll
just take their ball, and we'll lose the game—by
default. e

continued from page 2
... Farewell to Maine

referendum in Lewiston and in Maine.

As wehave begun the work of the Referen-
dum, and before this vision can be realized, it has
become evident that there is a need for healing
within our community. There are discordantand
divisive voices whichneedto findtheirown peace
and cease from inflicting disharmony. That must
happen if we are to sit and wark together. Any
who follow out of fear, or guilt, or anger, or any
whoparticipate without clear and good and unfet-
tered intentions, contribute to a lesser end for our
community. The well being of the community,
not of individuals, is the bottom line. Anger and
fear must he taken elsewhere.

It has been a privilege to have been part of
such a fine community and to have been the
President of such a great organization. I move on
to Arizona where I shall be actively involved in
defeating their statewide anti-gay referendum. I
look forward to helping defeat the referendum in
Lewiston, and to reading

about the defeat of the statewide referen-
dum next November (if we don't stop her signa-
ture campaign first).

T also look forward to hearing about the
election of a gay-friendly Govemor and many
gay and gay-supportive legislators in 1994. I
also hope to hear that the Gay civil rights bill
has been passed and signed by the Govemor in
1995. And here’s hoping that before the end of
this century we shall all live free and in peace—
with each other and in harmony with Mother
Earth.

Blessed Be...

$12.50 in advance

Wild Iris Productions, Inc.
proudly presents

Patty Larkin

Saturday, October 16, 1993
8:00 pm
First Parish Church
425 Congress Street

Portiand, Maine

GENERAL ADMISSION
TICKET OUTLETS: Amadeus Music and Walkabout in Portland, Macbeans Music In Brunswick,

Sister Creations in Freeport, JKS Copyprinters In Beifast and Lady Iris in Portsmouth, NH
For More Info, | Reserved Tickets: Witd Iris Prod., 5.0, Box 17, W. Buxton, ME 04083 or ca§ 207/929-3888 or 207/247-3461

$14.00 day of show




EPL

plaints.
Violation of the ordinance is a civil, not

" a criminal, infraction. The person filing a

Countdown

By: Ken Constant, staff writer

November 2, 1993. D-Day, Discrimi-
nation Day for Lewiston, Maine. In less than
amonth, the citizens of Lewiston will be asked
to vote on ending discrimination against sexual
orientation in jobs, housing, credit and public
accommodation. More importantly, they will
be asked to send a message topeople acrossthe
state and around the country that there is no
room in Lewiston, Maine for discrimination,
hatred and bigotry.

Inrecent weeks, Lewiston Mayor James
Howaniec has been called a “faggot” because
of his unwavering support of the anti-discrimi-
nation ordinance. At arecent fund-raiser held
in Portland, he said his city is divided over the
issue, but he is confident that in the end, the
voters’ good judgement will prevail.

While the language closely follows
Maine's existing Human Rights Act, the new
Lewiston ordinanceis muchmore limited in its
enforcement and remedies. It directs neither
the police nor public prosecutors to investigate
and bring charges, and it does not establish a
local human rights commission to hear com-

1. to r. Susan Farmswarth, Lewistan
Police Chiref & EPL President,
Larry Gilbert, ard Pat Gilbert

complaint is responsible for proving that dis-
crimination took place. If successful, he orshe
may be awarded costs and attomneys’ fees.
Civil penal damages may also be assessed, not
to exceed $1000. A civil action must be
initiated within two years of the alleged act of
discrimination.

A number of specific exclusions have
also been incorporated into the ordinance.
Religious organizations are exempt. Contrary
to what opponents contend, the ordinance does
not require public schools to teach about gays,
lesbians and bisexuals. No affirmative action
in employment, adoption rights, or legalized
marriage for homosexuals is sanctioned in the
new ordinance.

City Council President Edouard Plourde
stated, “What the ordinance makes clear, is that
we have to leam to get along with all kinds of
people. The question of basic human rights
will always be discussed, prejudice will always
be here, but this makes it a little easier to say
we're trying” to ensure such rights.

An anti-discrimination ordinance also
sends a message to gay youth that the world is
changing. They arenot bad people, nor should
they be ashamed of who they are.

“I can show you the graves of young
people who have killed themselves in order to
avoid dealing with the rejection of their fami-
lies, their friends and their churches” - after
they realized they were gay, stated James Bell,
Affirmative Action Officer of Bates College.

Is there really aneed for this ordinance in
Lewiston? Yes. Hate-crime statistics prove
that the numbers of anti-gay beatings and ha-
rassment are rising throughout the state. Even
though Mainehaslaws, some victims are afraid
to press charges when to do so means they
could be fired from their jobs or evicted from
their homes just for stepping forward. A 1986
study by the Maine Civil Liberties Union found
that 46% of gay men and lesbians have been
fired or have experienced employment dis-
crimination, 28% have been evicted or denied
housing, and 89% have suffered harassment or
violence.

Another staunch supporter of the ordina-
tion is Lewiston Chief of Police Laurent Gil-
bert. Choosing to spend his Twenty-third
wedding anniversary with his wife at a recent

GAY & LESBIAN CRUISES

ol
MAX TRAVEL

The Next Great Join The Wbmen
Gay Adventure! : 00-728- Of Olivia!
from $695 7%33’1\%3%1?[;&?0?20 From $895

OLIVIA
CHUISES

Jan Welch, Financial Manager, EPL,
addressing Portland fund raising event.

EPL fund-raiser in Portland, the chief repeated
his belief that, “If this ordinance is enacted,
some, not all, will come forward and report
these crimes to the police so that the perpetra-
tors can be brought to justice.”

According to Jan Welch, EPL Financial
Manager, the voteisnot yet won. There is still
muchtobedone. Youcangetinvolved as little
or as much as you want. Call the Equal
Protection Lewiston office at 777-3037 or par-
ticipate in the several events and fund-raisers
scheduled in the remaining days.

Remember, the most important thing
you can do besides, voting, is to talk to your
family, friends, neighbors and co-workers. Let
them know that discrimination does exist and
it's time to put an end to it. e

Gay Games V-
"Team Maine Bulletin

By: Tom Hagerty

The Gay Games are held every fouryears to
give lesbians and gay men the opportunity to
participate in, or watch athletic events in a
gay-positive environment. The fourth Gay
Games, called Unity ‘94, will be held in New
York City, June 18th through the 25th, 1994,
Team Maine has formed to act as a clearing-
house of information about the Gay Games and
as an informational network for lesbian/gay
athletes in Maine.

~~The next Team Maine meeting
will be held Wednesday, October 13th at
6:45 pm. Call contacts to confirm and for
more information.

~~Contacts are: Swimming-Royal, 775-
3630, Cycling-Michael, 871-9940; Marathon,
Track & Field, Triathalon-Bob, 799-7981;
Bowling-Vince, 874-0047.

At the meeting we will be able to help
each other navigate the registration process
and sign up for competition in New York.
Earlyregistrationisimportant. The Gay Games
officials expect to have more athletes than they
can organize into one week. They have already
limited bowling to 1000 participants, and will
probably limit track and field.

- Even if you don't get a chance to partici-
pate, the Gay Games along withthe Gay Games
Cultural Festival and the 25th Anniversary of
Stonewall, will be an exciting time for Maine
lesbians and gay men to visitNew York. Travel
plans should be made early.

Anyone interested in becoming a con-
tact person for their sport should write to Team
Maine, c/o this paper, or call established con-
tacts. This system of contacts is the way
lesbian/gay sports organizations formed in
larger cities.

Boston has 23 different sports organiza-
tions for lesbians/gays, Washington has 24,
and this past August, Philadelphia hosted 65
softball teams from around the world for

... ccontinued on page 9

Cindy Lupien, MEd.

our past is frozen and can't be changed . .. the future never really gets here.

intentionally

LIVEYOUR LIFE

LIVE YOUR LIFE TODAY. . . in the present moment
that's the best we can do.

Motivational Coaching

FIRST VISIT FREE
353-5850

Portland




NACHAS!

By Rita M. Kissen

(NACHAS: a Yiddish word meaning
“pride,” pronounced with the accent on the first
syllable, which rhymes with “Bach.”)

It was late one Monday afternoon when
the phone rang and a breezy English voice
asked, “Does Rita Kissen live here?”” When I
assured him that she did, the owner of the voice
informed me that his name was Martin, that
he’d been given my number by Parents En-
quiry in London, and that he was visiting
relatives in Maine and would like to meet some
American families of lesbians and gays.

Parents Enquiry is a sister organization
toP-FLAG, and, like its American counterpart,
offers support to families of lesbians and gay
men. Althoughhe hasno gaychildren himself,
Martin works extensively with gay people and
their parents, and was eager to compare notes
with families here in the States. As luck would
have it, our monthly P-FLAG meeting was
scheduled for the very next evening,

As we drove to the meeting, I wondered
what Martin would think of our group. Would
he find our diversity of age, ethnicity, socio-
economic class and educational background
different from whathe wasused toin England?
Would he find us too political, not political

enough, or just plain dull?

- The meeting began; Martin joined our
circle and listened while each family shared the
month’snews. Someone’s daughter had come
out to her aunts and uncles; a son had brought
his lover to a family party, with happy results.
There were several newcomers still coming to
terms with the discovery that a son or daughter
was gay. There were old-timers, some of
whom have been sharing their stories for al-
most ten years—long before there was a P-
FLAG in Portland. And there were the usual
announcements—sponsors requested for the
AIDS walk, upcoming radio or TV shows
dealing with lesbians and gay men and their
families.

Finally, it was Martin’s turn to speak.
He put down the notes he had been writing,
looked around the circle, and spoke in a voice
full of emotion. *“I shall never forget this
evening,” hesaid. ‘Thave onlybeen in America
for one week, but to me, you are America.”

Then he went on to tell us what our

sharing had meant to him. How in England he
hadheard fathers threaten to take their gay sons
out behind the house for “a good thrashing”
that would “set them straight,” and mothers in
fashionable Hampstead drawing rooms com-
plain because their lesbian daughters were a
social embarrassment. How in our group to-
night, he had heard the voices of people who
would not let their pain keep them from loving
their children. “There are tears of self-pity and
there are tears of courage,” he said. ““Youhave
shown me the tears of courage.”

Eight years ago, I learned that I was the
mother of a lesbian daughter and began look-
ing for other parents with gay children. Since
that time, [ have seen tears of courage on many
faces, and in many places. [haveseenthemin
the eyes of mothers of sons diagnosed with
AIDS, and of fathers who remember the les-
bian daughters they love when they hear
homophobic jokes on the assembly line or the
CB radio. Most poignantly, I have seen them
when aparentcomes to aP-FLAG meeting for
the firsttime and says, “T have a gay child, and
thisisthe firsttime I've told anyone.” Atthose
timpes, there are tears in the eyes of the rest of
us too, as we say, “‘You are not alone.”

Our tears reflect our anger at the hatred
we see and hear all around us. They express our
fears that our children may be victimized be-
cause of who they are. Often they are tears of
disappointment and confusion, part of our sad-
ness at losing the child we thought we knew.
But as our English friend Martin immediately
understood, our tears show that we are coura-
geous even in our grief. No matter how much
we have internalized society’s message that
gay peopleare bad and unnatural, weknow that

our children are good people, and we refuseto

stop loving them.

There’s a footnote to this story. Martin
is areal person, but Martin is not hisreal name.
When I asked if I could write about him in my
monthly column, he consented enthusiasti-

cally, but requested that I refer to him with a

pseudonym. It seems that some of his relatives
don’t want anyone in Maine to know that
they’re related to someone who works with
families oflesbians and gay men. People might
wonder. People might think they are gay.

I wish T knew Martin’s American rela-
tives. I wish they’d come to a P-FLAG meet-
ing. They’d surely see our tears of courage.
They might even shed some themselves. ¢

continued from page 8
..Gay Games

the Gay World Series. San Francisco

won.
Although Maine maynothavethe popu-
lation to field this many teams, lesbian and
gay Mainers of all athletic abilities may wish
to think seriously about organizing around
their sport, and a way to make routine physi-
cal fitness more interesting and enjoyable.

Many of us can recall athletic experiences
that were marred by homophobia. If

lesbian/gay athletes organize teams, we
can counter those experiences.

My personal experiences as a member
of two Boston temas have been positive,
energizing, and fun. It would be nice to have
teams in Maine as well, and contact people
are the means to that end. e

OUT! of Town

Hawaii on a budget

Everyone dreams of going to Hawaii -
that far-away paradise with beautiful, romantic
beaches, and grass skirts. Yes, it is paradise,
and surprisingly, it's not as expensive as most
people think.

First, a little geography and history.
Hawaii is located approximately 2500 miles
west-south-west of Los Angeles. Itismadeup
of eight main islands: Hawaii, Oahu, Maui,
Lanai, Molokai, Kauai, Niihau, and Kahoolawe,
along with hundreds of smaller islands. It
totals about 6500 square miles of land and has
a population of just over 1.1 million.

Hawaii became the 50th state in 1959,
but what most people don’t realize is that for
many years Hawaii was a constitutional mon-
archy. Iolani Palace is the only royal palace
located onUS soil. The firstpeople to populate
theisland were Polynesians whotravelled thou-
sands of milesincrude boats. Sincethoseearly
settlers, many different groups have migrated
to Hawaii including Chinese, Japanese, Kore-
ans, Filipinos, and now transplanted Ameri-
cans. ‘

Part of what makes Hawaii such a great
place to visit is the diversity of its culture. Each
immigrant group brought with it its own cul-
ture, and over the years this has been added to
the cultural melting pot of modern-day Hawaii.
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Despitethe influx of these diverse groups,
Hawaii still maintains a strong Hawaiian cul-
ture among its people. This is evident every-
where in Hawaii, from the colorful clothing, to
the hard to pronounce Hawaiian street names,
to their unique foods. Hawaii isn’t just great
beaches and golf courses. It's a great place to
learn about another culture very different from
your own.

‘When mostpeople think of Hawati, their
first image is Waikki Beach. Well, Waikki
Beach certainly is famous, but there is so much
more to Hawaii. Waikki is a section of the city
of Honolulu located on the island of Oahu.
Oahu is approximately 44 miles long and 30
miles wide. Honolulu is the capital of the state
ofHawaii and hasa population of over 800,000,
making it the eighth largest city in the US. But
thereal Hawaii isn'tlocated in the concrete and
glass jungle of Waikki. It lies outside the city
in places like Hanuama Bay, Waimanalo,
Haleiwa, the Pali Pass, or Pearl Harbor.

Hawaii isn’t just Honolulu or Oahu.
Eachisland is uniquely different from the

...continued on page 15

Simple and Elegant
Catering for Everyone

Barbara Winthrop
Chef

® Soups, stews ¢ sandwiches for picnics
* Candlelight dinner for two at home

® Hearty sandwich platters for the office
® Light dips before your own preparations
o Just desserts (from Kristina's in Bath)

® An open house for business clients

o Pre-concert buffets

* Gallery openings

o Rehearsal dinners

» Weddings

For free menus and brochures
call 799-4734
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CPR.

- Wild Iris Production Inc., Entertainment Plus

By: Luke Balboni

Rita Cote and Beth Nitschke are the own-
ers of Wild Iris Productions, Inc., a company
whose purpose is to bring women entertainers/
artists to Portland, and to sponsor women-only
dances with the hope of building community
whileproviding entertainment. Ispoke withthem
on a misty Thursday aftemoon attheir secluded
office in West Buxton.

Rita and Beth have been producing con-
certs and putting on dances under the aegis of
Wild Iris for the last three years. In thattime, they
have had the pleasure of bringing the finest
women entertainersto the Portland area from Cris
Williamson (the “‘mother” of women's music), to
Suede, a relative unknown. The list includes
Heather Bishop, Patty Larkin, Margie Adam,
Holly Near, Lucie Blue Tremblay, Deidre
McCalla, Kate Clinton, Dianne Davidson, Ann
Reed, “and on and on.” Says Beth, “If they're
somebodyin women'smusic, they'vebeenhere.”

The concerts are generally held at the First
Parish Churchat 425 Congress Streetin Portland,
because that facility has enough seats (750), a
reasonable rental fee, good acoustics, and a sup-
portivedirector. Wild Irisis quitchappy withtheir
arrangement with the church, and both Rita and
Bethexpressed profound gratitudeforthechurch'’s
support.

The dances are held at Temple Beth-El
and, again, Rita and Beth had nothing but kind
words for the powers that be in the congregation.
Throughout our conversation, I was continually
struck by the fact that Wild Iris is not a profit-
making enterprise, and that what motivates these
women is the pleasure they derive from seeing
enjoyment in the faces of those who attend the
events. Beth spoke delightedly about women
who are perhaps attending their first all women's
dance and how affirming and uplifting that expe-
riencecan be for someone who is justcoming out.

Rita said they always try to convince the
headliner at one of their concerts to allow an
opening act so that they can feature local talent
like Y aGottaWanna, anacappellatrio from Ports-
mouth, or Pixie and Diana from mid-coastal
Maine, or Georgie Nichols from Portland, or
Katie Curtis from Saco (Beth said that Katie has
moved onto some major folk work in Boston), or
others who haven'’t been able to make it just yet,
to give them a chance to perform in front of large
audiences.

Beth indicates that the audience likes hav-
ing a varied program. A side bonus is that the
local talent will often bring in their own following
whose ticket purchases help offset the money
paid to these performers. The upcoming shows
will, however, not feature opening acts because
Patty Larkin, who'll be here October 16th, pre-
ferred to go solo, and the opener for Margie
Adam, who'll appear November 13th backed
out, so she will appear alone.

* The schedule for Wild Iris events follows

the school year, and Rita and Beth state that they
generally havehad two concerts per semester. In
the month when there is no concert, there is a
dance at Temple Beth-El. Cris Williamson and
Tret Fure will perform in May, and the other
concert, setfor March, hasnotbeen contracted for
justyet. Bethsays, “there are acouple of thingsin
the fire, but we can'’t say who, because we don't
know who.”

Beth also points out that you can’t bring
people back too soon. “You've got to let them
cycle.” The March show could beacomedian, but
Rita pointed out that one of their persistent
problems in booking talent into Portland is that
many of these performersarefrom California, and
theyneed several datesin the Northeastin order to

Presented by Wild Iris: Heather Bishop

Kate Clinton is the only comedian that
Wild rishasbooked so far, and even thoughthere
are more and more women doing comedy, and
they’ve seen lots of demo tapes, Beth'’s persorial
opinion about comedy is that “comedy is a very
personal thing. What you find funny, I may not.

~ I’savery fineline, and we want to make sure that
what goes out isnot derogatory to anyone, so that
we can feel good about putting on the show, and
thatit’snotat the expense of anyone, whetheritbe
ageist or sexist or crude, or whatever. I'think with
comedy we're much more critical.”

At this point, I recommended Sandra
Bemhard as a comedian who, if not a lesbian
herself, is certainly openly suppartive of gay
people. Neither Rita nor Beth knew that she did
stand-up. She does. Her most recent appearance
I'know of was at the Berklee School of Music in
Boston last fall where she did her stand-up routine
toasell outcrowd. She starts her show by asking
all the gay people to stand up, and then asking for
around of applause for them.

Rita then told me that even though they do
only contract women performers, these women
need not be lesbian, and not all have been. Beth
said, “Tt"s easier forus when they are.” Itold them

I wasn't sure if Sandra would be offensive to
anyone because she is so unpredictable, but her
favorite target is hetero men, so what'’s the harm.

Rita then gave examples of comedians
they find unacceptable: ones who make fun of
overweight people, gay people, or who make
ethnic jokes. There is one comedian in particular
who uses “fuck” every other word. This practice
is offensive because there are women in the
audience who bring their daughters, and bothRita
and Bethfind excessiveuse of profanity andcrude
remarks to be embarrassing.

Members of the community have made
their desire for certain entertainers known to Wild
Iris by various means. Many peoplehave simply
makesuggestions whenthey’veseenRitaor Beth,
butboth women actively seek input, because they
want to bring artists who will draw a good-sized
crowd. They have conducted a couple of formal
surveys, but the results have been disappointing,
With a mailing list of 750, there were only 35
surveys retumed the last time they did one.

They'vetried to solicit opinion atconcerts
by conducting the survey there and offering a free
CD as an inducement to respond. This method
brings in more responses, but still does not tell
Wild Iris about the people who stayed home that
night. For the most part, the responses on the
retumed surveys mirror the tastes of Rita and
Beth, but there have been requests for poetry
readings.

Poetry readings are feasible, but Wild Iris
has set “‘one thing a month” as its goal (except in
summer), and publicity and postering and all the
rest of the behind-the-scenes work that goes into
show business takes time—a great deal of time,
and both these women work full-time jobs (C &
R Business Consultants of West Buxton), so with
the concerts planned so far, along with the dances
at Temple Beth-El, their plate is full. But, witha
little more interest, poetry readings could defi-
nitely become part of their repertoire.

The dances are well attended drawing be-
tween 75 and 200 people. They love the facility
and the people at the Temple. Bethsays that they
“had to work long and hard to get their firstdate in
there, but since then they’ve been very good to
deal with, as long as we don’t pick a Jewish
holiday.” At another place where they held a
dance, the owners of the hall asked them to close
the doors so children attending a function i the
same building would not see them. Other places
made accusations, and when I asked the nature of
the accusations, Rita and Beth hesitated, saying,
“We can't tell you that. It's more embarrassing
than anything else, but it's nothing that would
happen with lesbians, let's put it that way, OK.”

They’ve been up front with all the people
they've dealt with by telling them that they are
running a lesbian dance. Initially, everything
seems OK, but the vibes change. In cantrast, the
prevailing attitude at the Temple ispositive. Beth
thinks this is partly because of Rabbi Harry Sky’s

support of gay rights in general. Therehave been
no attempts on the part of the Temple to censure
Wild Iris’ functions in any way, exceptin the one
way that applies to all groups who use their
facilities: no non-Kosher food on the premises.

‘Whenasked about theirhopes forthefuture
and any plans to change the business, Rita said -
they were pretty much content with the scale and
substance of Wild Iris as it is. They say this
because there was a time when they did more and
friends told them they were doing toomuch. As
Bethnotes, “attendance was down for eachevent.
There was too much to choose from.”

She points out that economic realities re-
quire people to choose only one or two concerts
per six month period, and that choosing is going
toleave some events out. Whilethey donot have
any specific competitor as such, they do have to
contend with the general entertainment world
which can deliver some unexpected blows. For
example, they had to compete with an Anne
Murray concert which was held right next door to
them at City Hall. Beth remembers that they did
all right that night.

Then their Patty Larkin show was a week
away from Elton John, and even though they
check around to try to avoid concert conflicts,
obviouslytheycannoteliminatesuchoccurrences. |
They are now trying to work around the Portland
Gay and Lesbian Film Festival for which there is
presently no set date. They routinely check with
the Portland Folk Club, and the Chocolate Church
in Bath who will often bring some of the “‘cross-
over” artists like Patty Larkin or Christine Lavin,
Cheryl Whesler, or Fred Small.

I put in my strong endorsement for Cheryl
Wheeler, who has a beautiful voice, and is some-
one I've never seen, but would love to. Beth
informs that some of these artists have a preferred
venue like Fred Small's association with the
Portland Folk Club. Wild Iris goes out of its way
to respect that, and tries very hard not to step on
anyone’stoes. She thinks this attitude is recipro-
cated.

Beth points out that Wild Iris has no aspi-
rations to expand and do a festival. They're just
notinto that level of money and effort. She points
out that she and Rita have been friends for along
time, and they’ ve been in this business in various
ways for 9 years. Theyreally areccatent with the
way things are right now. They have a comfort-
able level of support, and are happy with the way
in which they fit into, and are received by, the
community.

A shorttimeago, they put out aletter asking
those on the mailing listif they really wanted Wild
Iris to continue, because Rita and Beth were
“close to the border.” Beth says that not only did
they receive answers in the affirmative, they
received anonymous donations and other small
signals confirm their belief that Wild Iris is work-
ing at its proper level.
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The artists that Wild Irisengages are exclu-
sively women, and the audiences for these shows
are primarily women. Rita and Beth, thoughtnot

separatists themselves, are intent upon building
community among women, and certainly make

no apology for it. (Nor is any sought or needed.) -

Certain performers have more of a “‘cross-
over” appeal, and for someone like Holly Near or
Patty Larkin, you will see men in the audience.
With someone like Alix Dobkin, who is a total
separatist, you wouldn't see any, or as Beth says,
“If one came walking through that door, he
probably wouldn't stay too long.”

Wild Iris dances are women only. Rita
explained that there was some thought of doing a
combined gay men and lesbian event, butbecause
Wild Iris does so few things, they’ve decided to
keep their focus on women.

As far as using other venues, such as the
refurbished State Theater in Portland, the bottom
line for Wild Iris is, “ If it’s affordable.” The
Scarboro High School anditorium and Portland
High auditorium, though beautiful, charge three
to four times what First Parish charges. Only
Luther Bonney auditoriumat USM can matchthe
reasonable rate of their currenthome, so use of the
1300 seat capacity State Theater remains to be
seen.

Rita wanted to emphasize the hidden costs
of putting on these concerts. Their average show
costs between $3500 and $5000, and they don't
always break even, never mind make money. All
their workers are volunteers, including them-
selves. They must pay for lights, sound, security,
insurance, publicity, mailings to 750, etc. The
costs are high, and they want tokeep ticket prices

Obviously, these expenses were not met, and
Wild Iris had to absorb the loss.

Another bad memory was the blizzard
that interfered with the Heather Bishop show, but
that one went off OK, and people managed to
make it, including their friend who got in a car
accident on her way into town.

Then there was the time Beth was check-
ing on the Baby Grand piano they had rented for
the Holly Near concert. The piano company
asked her to hold on for a moment, and when
they retumed to the phone they told her they
were in the process of being repossessed and the
piano in question was, at that moment, being
loaded onto a truck to be taken away. Then their
lighting company told them they couldn’t come
through on that date. All this only a few days
before Holly's sold out show. Somehow, it came
together.
Rita and Beth report that they have not
encountered any forms of discrimination ornega-
tivity intheirbusiness dealings. Theirlighting and
sound people are males, and these men are truly
supportive of Wild Iris. Bob Blackwell has been
their sound tech for the past nine years. This
question raised a sensitive issue for these women.

“What about using women technicians?”’,
I asked.

Beth explained that there are explicit stan-
dardssetforthin theperformers’ contracts, and the
one woman they know of who qualifies to meet
thesestandardsisin Massachusetts. They'vetried
touseher, butsheisin such great demand thatthey
have been unable to retain her services.

Bobreceives compliments on hisexpertise
from all sources. He's afeminist, and works very

Presented by Wild Iris: Barbara Higbie - Teresa Trull

down. For that reason, the church offers the best
circumstances under which to hold their shows.

“Give me your worst case scenario,” I
demanded. As they both shifted uneasily in their
seats, Beth reluctantly began. “All right. You
wanta worsecase ...” Ritachimes in, “Our worst
case was when 13 people showed up for Elaine
Townsend.” Elaineis ablues/folk singer from out
West, and concert expenses ran about $2000.

well with Rita and Beth, and unless they were
able to find someone to exceed what they have
now, they will not make a change here. Gary
Massey, of Klondike Sound, isthe lighting person
who bailed them out of their Holly Near disaster.
Heisveryknowledgeableand helpful, andthough
he is a sound person himself, he prefers tolet Bob
do the sound.

Rita and Beth both report that the pressure

to use women in these roles comes from their
audiences. Beth agreed with my general state-
ment that the technical realities of their business
does not always allow them to follow their politi-

This discussion of using males as techni-
cians brought up the general subject of how they
deal with political issues. Ritadisclosedthatthey
often face this problem in the nature of the an-
nouncements they are asked to make at aconcert.
These announcements can range from a NOW

Presented b

meeting, toacivil disobedience atMaine Med, but
they all have to be approved by the artist who is
appearing that night That proviso is in the
contract, so in most instances the decision to
announce, or not, is not up to Wild Iris. There
have been only a few times when people have
been unhappy about a Wild Iris decision, but the
animosity is usually short-lived.

Another place where Wild Iris draws the
line is with its mailing list. They will not give it
out, but they are willing to include someone’s
flyer with a mailing they are doing, if that group
will share the mailing cost.

Or s>casion, this policy has caused some
conflict, as pressure has been brought to bear by
others to tum over this list. There is some irony
here. Ritaand Beth are putting on these shows on
their own time and often at their own expense,
and it seems unfair that they should have to take
abuse in their roles as concert promoters when
their real motive is community-building. The
only condition they put on mailings and an-
nouncements is that they conform to their mission
statementwhichin general, istopromote women.

A brief history of Rita's and Beth's show
bizcareerisasfollows: nine years agoPine Cone
Productions was formed, of which Rita and Beth
were only apart. From that, a women’s co-op of
nine members was formed, but because of person-
alities and other problems, it didn’t work. Theco-
op wentfromnine memberstothree, and then Rita
and Beth formed Wild Iris. In this discussion of
thesefacts, both women mentionednot wanting to
step on anyone's toes, so let’s issue an apology to
anyone right now who might disagree with or be
offended by this history.

Beth talked movingly about how, as a
college student, she had hated speech class and

feared getting up in front of people to speak, but
that now she has no problem getting up on the
stage, grabbing the mike, and saying that she is a
lesbian, and urging folks to vote for this or that
because “it’s ourrights.” Adds Beth, “empower-
ment comes to us in strange ways.”

Bethis aware of the women in the audience
who may not yet be able “‘to pull that trigger”, but
who, after listening to her, to the singer, and to the
music, will feel better about herself, and come
away empowered. Rita says that women who
attend these events for the first time undergo a
wonderfully uplifting experience to realize that,
“thereareothers.” One of the big pay-offs forboth
Rita and Beth is that even if someone doesn’t
come out as aresult of these shows, at least during
the concert or the dance, they can be themselves
and feel safe.

An important message that Rita wanted to
convey to women is thatif Wild Iris doesn’t bring
a Cris Williamson or other well-known name to
Portland, but rather and unknown, they want their
audienceto trustthem enoughtocometo the show
anyway, believing that they wouldn 't book talent
thatwasn'tgood. The experience willbroadenthe
audience member as well.

They use the example of Suede, who they
believe has a marvelous voice and is multi-tal-
ented. Atfirst her shows were poorly attended. It
took three performances to build the audience for
Suede, and when finally 200 people showed up
for her, some said, “‘where has she been.”’

The reason why Wild Iris doesn't get Lily
Tomlin or k.d. lang is the prohibitive expensec
involved, and besides you can hear these type
performers easily. We all recalled Tracy
Chapman's appearance at a New England Folk
Festival at the Somerville Theater years ago. I
wondered if Tracy was officially “out” yet, and
they weren'’t sure. As to why she might not be,
they surmised that she probably is not supported
in that decision, and then Rita told the story about
Suede who was approached by a big agent who
toldhertolosealotof weight and she'd “makeit.”
But some women will not sell-out. Wild Iris
applauds those performers who have declared
themselves, but also understands those who, for
whatever reason, have not.

In wrapping up, I asked them to give me
their best case scenario, or most stand-out mo-
ment. ForRita, it’s the comments after the show
of thrilled patrons. It's secing new faces in the
audience, and at the dances, and the creation of
safe spacefor lesbians. Beth doesthe phone work,
and sheispleased withthereputation that Wild Iris
has builtthroughout the music industry. They are
a trusted name.

Beth also recalls the Holly Near concert
and the song Singing for Our Lives . The entire
audience was standing, holding hands and sway-
ing. She peeks out from the stage at moments like
these, or when there is a comedian and everyone
is laughing, and she sees tears of joy on the
people’sfaces. These moments make it all worth-
while for Rita and Beth of Wild Iris Productions,
Inc., and the entire community owes them a debt
of gratitude, for in building women'scommunity,
they enrich the lives of us all. e
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the epidemic
Part Il

America’s Puritan heritage causes us tobe
rather sex-phobic. This then resuits in our not
talking about sex, sexuality, sexual fulfillment, or
cven the physiology of sex. For an activity that
most people engage in, and want to be proficient
at, we teach our children very little about being
sexual. The reality and extent of our sex-phobia
became clear as we began doing AIDS preven-
tion education.

Somelessons that we areleaming from the
epidemic about sexuality are that it’s difficult to
talk about sex; yet sexuality is part of everyone's
life. We had forgotten that people are sexual
throughout ther entire lives, inchuding children
and older adults who are sexual with themselves
and withothers. Wehad to leam to talk about sex
tovarious groups of peoplebecause HIV is spread
sexually, and preventing infection requires spe-
cific knowledge, attitudes and skills, The mirror
of the epidemic pointed out the double standards,
ignorance and fear we have as aculture about sex.

So how do you teach about anew disease
caused by a virus that can be found in semen,
blood, and vaginal fluids, without talking about
sex? Many locked for such an unrealistic ap-
proach, but it doesn’t exast Early m 1985, I
remember asking a school district in upstate
New York to ailow our trained educational
volunteers to come and speak to students about
AIDS. They were very wary and enlisted the
adviceof thechairof the Social Studies department
in making their decision.

When I saw this woman walk into the
room, I felt we were doomed. Her tightly
wound bun at the back of her neck and thick
glasses on a serious face, stereo-typically spoketo
me of conservatism, spinsterthood and fear. She
took her seat and addressed the Superintendent of
Schools and simply said, “Well, I never thought
I would be talking about anal intercourse in a
social studies class, but that is exactly what I am
domg. Students need this information.”

Ibreathed a big sigh ofrelief, as clearly this
woman was influential in that district. I privately
chided myself for my original stereotypical re-
sponse. Thisisasuccessstory that, unfortunately,
was not repeated in enough school districts
throughout thecountry. It'snow 1993, and many
knowledge to prevent their own infection with
HIV. So, the need for talking about sex in the
public schools was made clearto us, even though
we should have been providing sexuality educa-
tion all along.

The most obvious lesson that we are leam-
ingisthatnot all people areheterosexual! Homo-
sexuals and bisexuals are part of all societies and
cultures. In fact, homosexuality is a regularly
occurring natural phenomenon.  Sexual orienta-
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tion is varied in all societies. An important effect
of the epidemic (and the concurrent gay rights
movement) is that youngsters who are gay have
more access to information than ever before. It
isn't likely that a young gay man or lesbian will
feel thathe or she isthe “‘only one,” an occurrence
50 common in my generation.

We are also learning that people express
their sexualityin undreds of ways- and relatively
few of those ways transmit HIV. Safer sex came
to be the focal point of brochures, discussions,
community dialogues and news articles. While
there was a basis for agreeing what was “‘safer,”
there was actually little understanding of what
was “‘sexual!” We began to learn how to take a
sexual history so that an individual could assess
her ownrisk of infection. We leamed how to talk
about sex in front of large groups of people - and
many of us leamed how to do that in a non-
homophobic way.

Gay men in particular were challenged to
take a long and clear look at sexual behaviors.
Who am I as a sexual being? Who are we as a
sexual people? In determining the best education
toprovidefor gay men atrisk of HIV infection, we
agam ran into cultural homophobia Gay male
culture is a sexually explicit culture, yet we were
forbiddentouse sexuallyexplicit,culturalty sound
maierials. While we began looking at ways to
provide culturally specific education to various
other populations, we often failed to see gay men
and/orlesbiansas being part of adistinct culture of
their own.

Teaching about AIDS and, specifically,
prevention education, identified for us one of cur
bigger cultural myths, behavior change is easy.
Many sought a silver bullet, an ideal program, or
Just the right words to deliver to an audience and
magically each person in the audience would
change hisher behaviors. Changing established
behavior is very difficult.

It requires and individual to have func-
tional knowledge, appropriate attitudes and the
skillsneeded tomakethechange. Wealsoleamed
that sustaining a behaviorchange is very difficult
Probably anyone who has ever been on a diet
could have told us that. But we were fortunate in
this epidemic to have so many people in recovery
modeling very effective behaviors.

The 12-Step movement has grown greatly
inthe lastdecade withits approachto maintaining
behavior change. So often we forget that these
programs are not just about stopping a behavior
and adopting anew behavior, but maintaining that
new behaviorforlife. We are fortunate to have so
many individuals, wiseand knowledgeable about
addiction and recovery, working together in this
epidemic.

.. continued on page 15

New ML/GPA Board
and Officers elected

The Maine Lesbian/Gay Political Alli-
ance held its annual meeting on September
19th. in Augusta. Newly elected officers are:
President, Karen Geraghty; Vice-President,
Celeste Gosselin; Treasurer, Larry Bliss; Sec-
retary, Alan Stearns, and Membership Secre-
tary, Lauraine Bernier.

Newly elected Board members are Jody
Brinser (Presque Isle), Jim Martin (Bangor),
Judy Carter (Camden), Ray Gagnon (Aubum),
Judy Edgerly (Hallowell), Rita Clifford
(Windham), Jan Welch (Lewiston), Brian
Kaufman (Gardiner), PatriciaPeard (Falmouth),
Mary McPherson (Camden), Al LaPan (Au-
gusta), and David Jackson (Pittsfield). Jim
Michaud and Dennis Churchman were also
named alternates to the Board.

Monday

AT 5
W\ 1

The MLGPA would like to extend a
special thanks to retiring board members and
officers including: Mary MacLean, F. E.
Pentlarge, Harry Gordon, Anke Siem, Paula
Aboud, Ellie Goldberg, Dick Dickinson, and
Cheryl Daly. e :

- Nitely Specials

Tuesday
Bud Nite A SHOT TO THE
SYSTEM NITE
Free Buffet4 - 9 p.m. Hot Damn $1.00
B52s & Cum Shot s $225 ¥
All Bud, Bud Light & Choc. Covered Cherry ~ $2.25 :
Bud Dry Bottles $1.50 Quervo $2.75
Wednesday Thursday
Mix To Your Beer Connoisseur Nite
Pleasure Nite Join Our Beer Club Free
Long Island Ice Tea $4.50 Drink All 20 Beers &
Malibu Beach $3.00 Receive 2 Souvenir
Coflee& ngl:»ero $2. Rage Beer Mugs!
Rum & Coke $1.75 i
Friday (Open til 2:30 a.m.)
Cover 8p.m. - 1 a.m. $3.00
4-9 pm. Free Buffet
§ All Miller & Miller Lite Bottles $1.50 All Schnapps Shots $1.50
e §aturday Sunday
m.-1a.
Open i 230 aam. Sports Day
4_9p.m. Free Buﬁet Noon to8p.m.
Rolling Rock Bottles $150 Free Buffet 2 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Lg. Pitcher of Mil. Best $4.00 FREE GIVEAWAYS!
Lg. Pitcher of Labatts $4.00 10 0z. Drafts $1.00
Petes & Becks Bottles 00 Domestic Bottles 1.75
123 Franklin Street
Bangor, Maine
Pnone: 947-1213




OUTrageous
news
from THE
RAGE

By: Lucien Hasten

The Rage, Bangor’s hot, new dance club
for our community, had its first PRIDE WEEK
August22nd through29th. The week waskicked
off on Sunday with the Eastern Maine AIDS
Network Benefit, featuring a Casino Night witha
Las Vegas style Drag Show.

The Casino portion of the evening con-
sisted of gambling with play money which you
purchased with the real stuff! There was a black-
jack table, wheel of fortune, and acraps table. All
the money won on these tables was used to
purchase items auctioned off later in the evening,

The Las Vegas'style Drag Show featured
performers from Peacock Productions. The
evening ended with dancing and socializing, This
was a huge success for the Network as well as for
The Rage.

Monday night was the night for the men.
Chris Stone from Wilde Side Productions was our
live entertainment. The evening started out with
a photo session where customers were able to get
their photo taken with Chris. Later that evening,
Chris performed his erotic dancing, which the
crowd loved!

Following Chris’ performance, there wasa
question and answer session with Chris. The
evening ended on a high as Chris gave out
autographed pictures and talked with customers.

Tuesday night was supposed to be a quiet
night with nothing planned. This was to let staff
,as well as customers, recoup from the busy
weekend. Well, we had a surprise. Chris Stone
did an encore performance, and we also had a
female dancer for the women. Michelle Vermill
did her dance routine to the delight of the lesbian
and bi customers. The evening concluded with

everyone dancing and having a good time.
Wednesday was the Grand Opening of

The Rage Store. Items sold in the store include

OUTrageous T-shirts, Rage shirts, jackets and

_glassware, jewelry, snacks, magazines, and much

more. Additional items are expected in soon.
was a night of all request dance music, and
socializing. It was also anight for the employees
and the owner to get ready for the Big Weekend
ahead: Friday, Grand Opening Night!

Friday night was the night worth waiting
for. The Rage wasneatly decorated with stream-
ers, a grand opening banner, balloons (all 300 of
them, all on the dance floor!). The staff were very
dapper and festive that night. Michelleand Chris-
tina were in long tails, top hats, gloves and canes.
They took tums taking money and opening the
door for every customer.

Both bartenders, Randy (also the owner),
and Keith, and the DJ, Lucien, wore hotpink bow
ties and cummerbunds with their tuxedo’s .Lots
of activities were planned that night They in-
cluded abeerchugging contest, ajalepeno pepper
eating contest (whew!!), and a pinata breaking
between the gentlemen and ladies.

Lots of prizes were given away: T-shirts,
glassware, mirrors, clocks, and a computer. We
danced all night, and breakfast was served from
1:30 to 3:30 in the moming.

Saturday night was our extended Grand
Opening celebration with more giveaways, and
drink specials, A two-night stay in Portland was
oneof the many prizes given out. Lots of dancing,
socializing, and breakfast topped off the festivi-
ties.

On Sunday, The Rageheld abenefitforthe
Sheltex for the Homeless. We had live entertain-
ment with local talents, including the band, Pale
Faith. The evening was filled with heart-warm-
ing, as wellascomic acts. It wasasuccessful night
for the homeless shelter.

The Rage and its staff want to thank all
who supported the events held during
PRIDE WEEK. We hope everyone had a

great time!

Lucien Hastens, bartender,

Randy Debay, owner

The Rage Store Window

BOOKS ON
REVIEW

By: BUZZ-Triangle Books

Stoner McTavish

Sarah Dreher, Author
New Victoria Publishers
$7.95

Inthis first book of Sarah Dreher’s Stoner
McTavish Mysteries, Dreher plunges right into
the plot. Stoner, a travel agent by trade, finds
herself playing detective. Her Aunt Hermione,
apalmreader, isconvinced thather client, Mrs.
Burton, must retain Stoner to assist with a
“little” problem.

Mirs. Burton's granddanghter, Gwen, is
introuble, or so Mrs. Burton and AuntHermione
believe. They con Stoner into going to the
Grand Teton National Park and rescuing Gwen
from her deadly fate.

Dreher gracefully transports you from

Boston to the Midwestern Grand Tetons. With
her descriptive language she gives a vivid
account of the Tetons and makes you feel their
power and strength.

Stoner arrives at Timberline Lodge,
where Gwen and Bryan, her new husband, are
staying. There she meets Stell Perkins, owner
of theranch. Stell fulfills the role, and meets
the needs of the mother Stoner always desired.

‘When Stoner saw Gwen close-up for the
first time, she was breathless. The picture she
had been shown excited her, but nothing had
prepared her for the real woman sitting across
the room from her. She was of average height,
on the thin side, but firm-bodied, and her hair _
was alight doe-skin brown. Stonercrossedthe
room and approached their table. Gwen'’s
mahogany eyes met hers.

Stoner knew right then and there that she
had to stop the evil she saw unfolding. Shehad
to save this beautiful woman from the fate that
her Aunt had foretold. She would stop at
nothing, take any challenge ...

Can Stoner stay one step ahead of Bryan
to save Gwen from death? Can she change
what fate has already determined? Join Stoner
on her first adventure of the now five titles
available. ee

SUPPORTIVE OF THE GAY AND LESBIAN COMMUNITY

ita's

FINE MEXICAN

LUNCH
DINNER
TAKEOUT

OPEN TUESDAYS THROUGH SATURDAY TILL 9 P.M.

DINING

_ BY-OB
Bring our own magarita, beer or wine
We'll supply the rest.

; MC - VISA accepted

282-8899

17 FRANKLIN STREET BIDDEFORD, MAINE
BEHIND THE COURT HOUSE
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CPR
- Chew on This

There are so many books written about
the importance of good nutrition; so many in
fact, that it is more than possible to become
completely confused by the often conflicting
information flooding the market.

There is one particular writer on the
topic of health and nutrition I would like to
introduce in this column. Dr. ElsonM. Haasis

both published by Celestial Arts,

Dr. Haas is a medical doctor, trained in
Western medicine, who has also studied nutri-
tionand the Eastern approachtohealing. Stay-
ing Healthy With the Seasons is a 243 page
introduction to good nutrition and health by
combining the best of Western and Eastern
approach. Haas is a firm proponent for using
diet as a means of staying healthy, as well as
relieving stressors on the body brought about
by the misuse of food and environment.

Staying Healthy With Nutrition is
nearly 1200 pages in length, and is actually the
equivalent of two nutrition texts used in most
schools offering degrees in nutrition. This
book then goes beyond what most texts offer
to, again, combine Eastem and Western ap-
proaches. :

is

Staying Healthy With the Seasons
g\yall-ﬁmc favoritebecauseitis asound, basic
introduction to good nutrition and health care.
Haas introduces the reader to homeopathy,
prevention, nutrition, herbology, Chinese medi-
cine, and allopathic medicine.

After giving a general introduction on
each of these topics, Haas divides his book by
seasons, presenting good health care and nutri-
tion for each. There are five seasonal sections
rather than four; late summer is addressed as a
season all its own.

Juice fasting is discussed as asafe way to
ease from summer into fall, and from spring
into summer; a way to make the seasonal
transitions smooth, a way to cleanse the body
in preparation for the activities ahead. Haas
also recommends “juicing” as a way of life,
and suggests one day a week of juicing to

)

maintain balance and energy.

To do juice fasting, you will need an
electric juicer. They can be purchased for $45
up to $500. Here's a days’ worth of juicing I
particularly enjoy.

For breakfast, try combining either wa-
termelon and cantaloupe or, my favorite, can-
taloupe and pineapple. You might find the
juice too thick to your taste, in which case you
can cut it with warm water. Never drink juice
cold. Tt is too hard on the stomach.

For lunch, try a broth made from boiling
one large beet, two stalks of celery, one potato,
one onion, and a handful of greens (spinach,
beet, kale or any other of your choice). Chop
vegetables in large chunks. Put in a pot of
bottled water (about two quarts) and boil for an
hour. Strain the liquid and enjoy. You can
serve the vegetable to another member of your
household, or save it for your dinner the next
evening.

For dinner, my all-time favoritechoiceis
juicing five large camrots and two stalks of
celery. Again, you might want to cut it with
about one third warm water to two thirds juice.
If you have never tried carrot juice before, you
arein forareal treat. Ithasa gentle, sweettaste.

Except for the broth, which can be re-
frigerated and then heated over, never prepare
fresh juice ahead of time. Instead, wait until
you are ready to drink it. Making it ahead, and
then storing it, will rob the juice of valuable
vitamins and minerals.

The purpose of juicing is not only to give
yourbody achancetorest from all the digestive
work it does on a daily basis, but also to boost
it with much needed vitamins and minerals.

If juicing interests you, or you are inter-
ested in making changes in your present diet, I
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would recommend purchasing Staying
Healthy With the Seasons. It’s not a read-
once-and collect-dust kind of book, but one
that could serve you well for many years to
come.

As with any major change in eating
habits, it is always best to consult your medical
practitioner beforehand. If you are a healthy
adult, juicing one day each week can be an
effective way to maintain good health. If you
have any major illness, please consult your
healthcare professional first.

If your practitioner works strictly from
a Western perspective, he or she might think
you abit daffy to want to try juicing. So dobe
prepared not to get a standing ovation for your
efforts. You don’tneed for your practitionerto
tell you it’s a wonderful idea, but you do need
to know whether you have any medical prob-
lems which could be aggravated by juicing.

AsIlook to future columns, it would be
helpful to know what you would like to read
about. Write to CPR with ideas or questions,
and I will respond . e°

Working the parks:
The AIDS Project
brings safer sex
education to public sex
environment.

By: Alan Stearns

The AIDS Project (TAP) in Portland ac- *

tively provides direct services to people living
with AIDS. TAP also educates target communi-
ties on HIV and AIDS-related issues.

As the epidemic continues, TAP and other
agencies have recognized the need to directly
targetat-risk communities whichhavebeenlargely

unreached by traditional AIDS education cam-
paigns.

In one such effort, Mark Griswold of TAP
coordinates an outreach program to men who
have sex with men in public sex environments
(PSE’s). In the first year of the program, Mark
and agroup of volunteers have personally talked
tohundreds of men in PSE’s in public parks, rest
areas and adult bookstores.

With each conversation, Mark and TAP
volunteers hand out a packet with lubricated
condoms, lubricant, mint oral condoms, short
flyers on safer sex, and aconvenient breath mint.

According to Mark, the whole pomt is
direct outreach, going to where the at-risk people
are, rather than hoping those people will come to
a workshop or read a bulletin board. For most of
these men, fear-based prevention doesn’t work.
Negative messages about their behaviors may
produce guilt, anxiety, denial or “‘erotophobia.”

Instead, TAP’s efforts are sex-positive and
health-positive, and specifically tailored to a tar-
getaudienceintheparks and restareas of Portland,
Aubum, Lewiston, and Oxford.

“I start with a lot on introductions,” says
Mark when asked to tell us about his work. “Ttell
them my name, that I'll be there a few times each
week passing out condoms and information on
safe sex and testing. It's all about getting more
than one contact so they know who I am and then
feel comfortable.

“I walk up to everyone who I think may be
cruising. I'm pretty good at ﬁgurmg out who is
there for whatreason.

“Most men are actually glad I'm there.
They like to find out that someone out there
actually cares. Sometimes guys say, ‘Aw, don't
bother me, kid,’ if they are really homy, or embar-
rassed, orin denial. In essence, my very presence
tells them that I know they are there for sex. But
most people react well.

“There are good days and bad days. Pre-
vention work is tough because you can’t instantly
see the results. The successes may not be visible
for years.

“T'vehad afewreally positive experiences.

continued on page 19

Ticke! Outlets: Amades Music and Walkabou! in Portland, Machears Mizic la
Brurgwick, Sister Creatiors in Freeport, JKS Copyprinters in Belfast and Lady Iris
in Portsmouth, NH
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Saturday, November 13%, 1993

8:00 pm
First Parish Church
425 Congress Street
Portland, Maine

GENERAL ADMISSION
$12.50 in advance $14.00 day of show

Sorcial Reserved Seating: $17.90 each, available ONLY from:
‘Wild Lris Productions, P.0. Box 17, West Buxton, Maine 04053
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contimed fram page 1

. .. Betrayed

The only member of Maine’s Congres-
sional delegation to stand up to discrimination

was Representative Tom Andrews. Represen- .

tative Andrews voted against the amendment
and issued the following statement regarding
the lifting of the military’s ban on gays and
lesbians.

“A person’s sexual orientation should
not be a basis for determining their qualifica-
tion for military service. But under current
policy, capable and dedicated men and women
in the armed forces are being forced out simply
because they are gay or lesbian. Itistimetoend
this discriminatory policy and I applaud Presi-
dent Clinton’s pledge to do so.”

Robin Kane, spokesperson for the Na-
tional Gay/Lesbian Task Forcein Washington,
D.C. said, “The vote by congress affirms dis-
crimination in thearmed forces.” According to
Kane, there were also two other votes held in
the House of Representatives concerning ho-
mosexuals in the military.

A proposed addition to the amendment
to reinstate the policy of military recruiters
questioning the sexual orientation of potential
recruits was defeated 291-144.

Representative Tom Andrews'
""A persons' sexual orientation
should not be a basis for
determining their qualifications
for military service.

1S WHERE TO

BE
IN OCTOBER!!

EVERY SUNDAY . ...
Speorts Day Large Screen TV

MQUIE NISHT

533 dragina specwl way

Ms. Mercedes = Ms. Reno
plus special appearances

An evening not to miss!

HALLOWEEN
1/2 PRICE COVER IF IN COSTUME
$100.00 TO BE GIVEN AWAY!

DANCE TIL 2:30 A.M.
123 Franklin Street
Bangor, ME « 947-1213

AIDS Memorial Quilt
December exhibit

By: Winnie Weir

PORTLAND: The Names Project/Maine
is sponsoring an exhibition of the AIDS Me-
morial Quilt in Portland "to help all of us
experience the humanity of AIDS," says Carol
Hauser, media relations director for the group.

In a telephone conversation with Ms.
Hauser, she said approximately 416 panels are
expected to be on display from December 1st
through the 4th, at the YWCA, 87 Spring
Street, Portland. The52 12' x 12 sections will
include most, if not all, of the Maine panels
made to date celebrating the lives of men,
women, and children who have died from HIV
infection.

The Opening Ceremony will be at 6:00
p-.m. on December 1st, which is World AIDS
Day.

The schedule for the display are:

Wed., Dec. 1st 6-9 p.m.

Thurs., Dec. 2nd 9 am. - 9 p.m.

Fri. Dec.3rd 9am. -9 pm.

Sat. Dec.4th 9am. -6p.m.

On Saturday, the Closing Ceremony will
begin at 5:30 p.m.

Viewing the Quilt is an experience that
will touch your life deeply. Make your plans to
be present. For more information, or to volun-
teer to help with this tremendous effort, call
The Names Project/Maine at 774-2198. e

continued from page 9

. . . Hawaii

Haleakala Crater, a dormant volcano that
rises over 10,000 feet above sea level (you can
actually drive to the top); Hawaii - the Big Island
-ishometo an active volcano; Kauai - the Garden
Isle - is where you will find Waimea Canyon, the
“Grand Canyon” of Hawaii.

Hawaiiis oneof several states thathave gay
rights laws. Itisa very gay friendly place, which
makesita verypopular gay/lesbiandestination. In
Honolulu there are approximately 10 gay/lesbian
barsand nightclubs. Inadditiontoseveral Bedand
Breakfasts’, thereis alsoa gay hotel, Hotel Hono-
lulu, which is within walking distance of most of
the bars and nightclubs.

Gay/lesbian owned and operated proper-

ties on the other islands arenot as plentiful as they
are in Honolulu. However, the gay/lesbian
traveller should not feel at all out of place staying
in most of the non-gay hotels and condos. In
addition, there are several beaches that areknown
as gay/lesbian beaches. Probably the best known

is Queens Surf Beach located.in the Waikki
section of Honolulu.

I've been to Hawaii 11 times in the last 5
years, and have been totally impressed with the
openness of the Hawaiian people, not to just gays
and lesbians, but to everyone who comes there.
They are some of the friendliest people found
anywhere in the world.

Packages that include round-trip airfare
from Portland (via United and Delta), hotel, and
transfers or a rental car, start at about $1100 per
person for a 7 day, one island trip. Packages can
be designed to suit your needs and desires from a
simple one island trip to one that takes in five
islands, e o

continued from page 12

...Epidemic, Part I11

Our sexuality is a great gift A gift to
ourselves and a gift to others. Being sexual is part
of being human. We can take all we are leaming
and apply it to creating comprehensive sexuality
education programs for all children so that wecan
raise a generation of sexually literate, healthy
Americans. **
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CPR
RAINBOW CALENDAR

Thurs.10/7 Matlovich Society, 7:30-9:00 pm,
Rines Auditorium, Portland Public Library, 5
Monument Square. Del Richards, historian &
author of Lesbian Lists discusses her new book,
‘Superstars: Twelve Lesbians Who Changed
the World.” Book-signing reception at DropMe
A Line, 615A Congress St. following the meet-
ing,

Thurs.10/7 AlbumReleasc Party tocelebrate the
release of “Yagottawanna Live!” recorded live
i Portsmouth. AtTheLoaf &Ladle, 9 Water St,
Exeter, NH, 8:00 pm. $5 cover. Call (603) 778-
9619 for reservations.

Fri-Sun.10/8-10/10 “We are Everywhere” At-
lantic Gay, Lesbian & Bisexual Conf., Halifax
NS. FMI<(902) 429-7922.

Sun.1%/10 5-10pm, Spend to End Discrimina-
tionat Sister Creations, Freeport. 15% ofreceipts
during these hours goes to EPL.

Sun.10/10 Black & White Block Party at Metro
Parking Lot, 18 Park St, Lewiston. FMI: 786-
6511. EPL fund-raiser.

Mon.1¢/11 NATIONAL COMING OUT
DAY, help create a supportive environment
for gay, lesbian and bisexual people to come
out. Be visible, get political, educate, and
party.

Mon.10/11 Cocktail Party at Slates in Hallowell,
sponsored by MLGPA asa fund-raiser for EPL,
761-8376.

Tues.10/12 7:30pm, Ludcke Auditorium,
Westbrook College, Stevens Ave., Portland,
Richard Roberts, pianist, plays Bach, Beethoven,
Chopin favorites: Sleepers, Awake!, Sheep May
Safely Graze, Nocturne, Op. 9/2 plus more.

Admission is free.

Wed.10/13 6:30pm, NH Coalition to End
Discrimination hosts a fall rally at NH College,
North campus, to show state-wide support of the
introduction of anti-discrimination amendment.

Thurs.10/14 Matlovich Society, 7:30-9:00 pm,
Rines Auditorium, Portland Public Library, 5
MonumentSquare. “Serving Peopleinthe AIDS
Epidemic.” Staff from The AIDS Projectpresent
the latest on programs, community needs, and
state and federal developments. Matlovich Soci-

ety welcomes new Executive Director of TAP,
Deborah Shields.

Fri.-Sun.10/15-10/17 NH Women Meeting
‘Women trip to P-Town for Women's Weekend.
FMI:Barbara, (603) 881-4268.

Sat.10/16 Maine Chapter NOW Annual Confer-

ence, University of ME, Augusta
Theme:Women's Health and Economics: Your
Money or YourLife Registrationis 9am, $15 for
members, $18 for non -members. Lunch is $5.
Three workshops from 10:30 am to 5:00 pm.
Evening fund-raising performance, 8 pm with
DianaHansen & PixieLauer at Jewett Hall. $5.00
at the doar, free to conferees. FMI: 626-3554,
582-1004, or 623 4787.

Sat.10/16 2-5 pm, MLGPA monthly board meet-
ing. Unitarian-Universalist Church, Summer and
‘Winthrop Sts. Augusta. FMI, call Karen Geraghty-
761-8376. NOTE CHANGE FROM SUNDAY
TO SATURDAY through end of 1993.
Sat.10/16 Patty Larkin Concert, 8 pm, First
ParishChurch,425 Congress St., Portland. $12.50
in advance, $14 at the door.

Sun.10/17 Maine Lights, Lewiston Jr. Hi, Cen-
tral Ave. EPL fund-raiser with Tom Andrews et
al. Call EPL office-777-3037.

Sun.10/17 Northen Lambda Nord monthly
meeting. Rm.114-B, Pullen Hall, UMPI. 3pm
(ME), 4pm (N-B).

Mon.10/218 Equal Protection ME, Cumberiand
Cty.chapter meets at St.Luke'sEpiscopal Church,
145 State Street. 7:00 pm. How to stop the
petition against gay/lesbian rights to be discussed
and a planned formulated.

Tues10/19 “Dealing with The Far Right” a
training sponsored by the Family Planning Coun-
cil of NH. FMI: (603) 224-4394.

Wed.10/20 2nd planning discussion on organiz-
ing to fight anti-gay/lesbian forces, 6pm (ME),
7Tpm (N-B), followed by a

NLN Fold & Stuff the November mailing. Meet
at the Phoneline, Caribou., 7 pm (ME), 8pm (N-
B). (207) 498-2088.

Wed.1W/20 Portland Museum of Art opens
exhibit of Project Face toFace. Createdby Jason
Dilley of San Francisco, Project Face to Face
focuses on individuals living with AIDS. Finely
detailed life masks, recorded oral histories and
printed stories invite viewers to observe the faces

do you owe money

and to hear the voices of people coping with this
illness. On exhibit through Dec. 5th. See Nov.
CPR for in depth interview with Jason Dilley.
Thurs.10/21 Grand Opening of DROPME A
LINE’s new store at 615A Congress St. John
Preston, recipient of the Lambda Award for dis-
tinction in gay and lesbian writing, will be signing
copies of his new book, Flesh and the Word Il
(Penguin), from 6-8 pm. Drop Me A Line will
contribute 10% of today’s receipts to the
Matlovich Sodiety.

Fri.-Sat. 1#22-10/23 Communications Train-
ing. “How to Use the Media in Dealing with the
Christian Coalitions” sponsored by the Pro-Choice
Resource Center and Planned Parenthood. Leam
debate techniques, phrases & “‘sound bites” touse
against the Radical Right. 970 Forest Ave.,
Portland.

Sat.10/23 Lit Drop in Lewiston. Volunteer, call
777-3037.

Sat.10/23 NLN. Spend some time helping
organize the Library, followed by a pot luck.
Bring dish to share. Starting at 1pm (ME), 2pm
(N-B). FMI+207) 498-2088.

Thurs.10/28 Matlovich Society, 7:30-9:00 pm,
Rines Auditorinm, Portland Public Library, 5
Monument Square. “Male Couples in Long-
TermRelationships; Male CouplesasParents.”
Mike Fitzpatrick, ACSW, Seattle family thera-
Fri.10/29 Clay Hill Farm Gay & Lesbian Hal-
loween Ball to benefit AIDS Response of the
Seacoast. FMI:Clay Hill Farm, Ogunquit, ME -
(207) 361-2272.

Sat.10/30 NLN Halloween Party. Details to be
announced. Call the Phoneline, (207) 498-2088.
Sat.10/30 CAGLR danceatPat’sPeak. 8 pm, $6
per person. FMI: 224-1686. e«
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RAINBOW RESOURCES

The Maine Lesbian/Gay Political Alliance
(ML/GPA) works to ensure equal treatment for
our community throughout Maine. For more
information about meetings or membership,
call 780-5656. (This number now works.)
Planned Parenthood, confidential services to
women and men at 500 Forest Ave. Services
include reproductive health care, screening and
treatment for STD, annual exams, HIV info,
education, testing at Sanford clinic. Bases on
ability to pay. Condoms always free. Teen
walk-in clinics, Fri. aftemoon, Sat. momings.
FMI call 874-1100.

Women’s Chorus: An eclectic choral
ensemble open to all women regardless of age,
race, religion, or sexual orientation is now
forming, If you want to become a member, or
can volunteer organizational skills, send SASE
to P.O. Box 7944, Portland, ME. 04112.
Include your telephone number, or call 772-
0013.

Spiritual Group: Maine Gay Men'’s Chorus is
a volunteer community chorus which brings
men together to enhance social tolerance and
diversity in the Greater Portland area as well as
affirming the gay/lesbian experience with
creative musical entertainment  FMI, Bruce -
839-4506 or write M.GM.C., P.O. Box 10391,
Portland, ME. 04104.

Woodford’s Toastmasters Club: Non-profit
organization devoted to improving public
speaking and leadership skills in a friendly,
supportive atmosphere. Meets at 7:30 pm
every Thursday at the West Falmouth Baptist
Church, 18 Mountain Rd. West Falmouth.
FMI call 797-4915 or 892-7258. All are
welcomed.

The Matlovich Society - an educational and
cultural organization of lesbians, bisexuals, gay
men, and friends committed to sharing our
history as well as providing person-affirming
presentations and discussions in a supportive
enviomment Meeting on the second and
fourth Thursday, monthly, 7:30-0:00 p..m.
Portland Public Library, 5 Monument Sq
Contact (207) 773-1209. e

Gay and Lesbian Travel

' + RSVP Cruises
New Year's Weekend | \aiiki / Hawaii | - Avantis Events
in Montreal 8 Days/7 Nights | + Windjammer
Dec 30- Jan 2 from $892* Cruises
from $299* includes R/T Airfare, hotel, « Olivia Cruises
includes R/T motorcoach, hotel, airport transfers, lei greeting « Dude Ranches
ightseeing, and *Per Person/Double Occup. k .
. p:,gpf,esg:,%oumemg&p_ based on travel prior to 12/15/93 | ° Ra“mg Tri ps

You can have PERSONAL POWER even with the IRS. » Much more
Call before the IRS contacts you. ADVENTURE TRAVEL, INC.
Cindy Lupien, Motivational Coach Two ELsie Way « P.O. Box 6610 DEA
142 High Street * Suite 634 1/2 * Portland ScarsorouaH, ME 04074 Member

International Gay Travel Association

353-5850 (by appointment only)

(207) 885-5060
I N O O O O
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RAINBOW
CLASSIFIEDS

HOUSE FORSALE

sePeaks Island: Tum of the century cottage with
original charm, new systems, one bedroom on
first floor plus full, finished attic, fenced yard
with perennial garden. Village setting, near
ferry. $91,000. Please call 766-5643.

APARTMENT FOR RENT 3
ssGardiner: Roomy, unique, fun in gay positive
environment. Affordable one and two bedroom
apartments available, $250-$350 plus utilities.
For more information, call 582-2725.

APARTMENT TO SHARE

*]_ooking for a non-smoking male to share my
house in Camden. $200 monthly, plus one-half
utilities. Private bath. Call 236-8935.

#s]_ooking for non-smoking female to share
spacious, 5 1/2 room apartment. 2 bedrooms,
dining room, large living room, kitchen,
finished basement with washer/dryer. Ample
storage, parking, small porch & yard. One
block from private beach, near Ft. Williams. 10
min. to downtown Portland. $275 monthly,
plus utilities. Call 799-4734.

HELP WANTED
ssPhysically challenged male in his 40’s seeks
male CNA, non-smoker for Portland home-
based personal care. Please call CPR office,
879-1342, and leave message with your name,
phone number, best time to call you. Refer-
€nCes necessary.

LOOKING FOR WORK
*o] esbian graduate student—working on MS in
Education—will BABY-SIT in your home or
mine. (Have diverse collection of non-violent,
non-sexist books—including Alyson Publica-
tions—and toys; no TV.) Extensive
experience. References. Available weekends,
some evenings. $4.50/hr. (207) 871-0477.

PERSONALS
o] eshian, 49, attractive and fun-loving.
Looking for a soul-mate. Like going to Clubs
or just staying home for candlelight dinner.

‘Am a professional looking for someone to talk

to and share my life. Write Advertiser #3496,
clo this paper.

*Dad wants son. Must be loving, honest,
sincere, and hard-working, Let’s share good
times together if you like older men. Dad is
active, loving, diversified, exploring. Late 40's.
Write Ron, P.O. Box 1169, Sanford, Maine
04073.

o] esbian, 39. I'm 5°4”, 130 Ibs, green eyes,
brown hair. Enjoy music, watching movies, the
outdoors, nature, and keeping fit I'm feminine
and a hopeless romantic. Sincere, honest,
monogamous. Are you like me, searching for a
faithful friend to share your life with? You may
be that spcial lady! Will answer all responses.
Phone number and we'll talk. Write to
Advertiser #1725, c/o Community Pride
Reporter, 142 High St #634, Portland, ME
04101. Your mail will be forwarded to me.

ee]_esbian in her early 40’s looking to share
time with same. Would like to meet someone
who enjoys hiking, canoeing, camping, music,
and theater. Would be interested in hearing
from you. Write Advertiser, P.O. Box 1111,
Gray, Maine 04039.

OPEN HOUSE
esSilver Moon Jewelry Holiday Open House.
Friday, November 19th, 5-8 p.m., Saturday,
November 20th, 10 am.4 p.m., Sunday,
November 21st, 14 p.m.
Fine hand-crafted jewelry including rings, gem
pendants and earrings in silver and gold.
Custom orders will be taken for that special
ring. Gift certificates will be available. For
more information, call Judy Bullard at 883-
3863. 277 Broadtum Road, Scarborough.

SUPPORT GROUP
sl and di >
forming in November in Central Maine area.
Call Irene Cox, L.C.S.W. at 453-4403 for more
information.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
s A support group for gay and lesbian teens in
Aubum, needs volunteer adult male and female
meeting facilitators who might also be available
to chaperone dances, assist various day trips
and help in fund-raising. Write to OUT-
RIGHT/Central Maine, P.O. Box 802, Aubum,
Maine 04212.

CLASSIFIED RATES
To place a classified ad in any of
the above catagories (or another
catagory of your selection), type
or print clearly exactly what you
wish to be printed. The cost is
$8. for the first 40 words and 10¢
per word over 40. Personals add
$2. for advertiser # & mail for-
warding. Make your check pay-
able to Community Pride
Reporter. Send it with your ad
before the 20th of the month.

e COMMUNITY PRIDE REPORTER DISTRIBUTORS )
Portland & So. Portland Lewiston-The Metro
Drop Me A Line Hallowell-Fremont & Julien
Ananael The AIDS Project Kennebec Rowe Antiques
Booklands (state-wide) Augusta-Harvest Time
Book Etc. YWCA Bangor-The Rage,Mr. Paper-
Videoport back stores state-wide,
Woodfords Cafe Pro Libris
Portland Library Brunswick-Gulf of Maine Bks
CPR Office Always adding distribution

& Raffles points. Where are you? 7

' LCDVE
FLOWERS

320 Fore Street
Dortland,  Maine 04101
(207) T4 5882

MON-TUES 9:30
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Coming to
Portland...

Margie Adam: A

lasting presence sings
about our lives

By: Ellen Toplin

Portland welcomes lesbian/feminist, pop
singer/songwriter Margie Adam on Saturday,
November 13, when she’ll perform at the First
Parish Church (425 Congress Street) at 8 P.M.
(Tickets are available through Wild Iris Pro-
ductions, Inc.: (207) 929-3866). Adam comes
to us as part of her multi-city Fall Tour to
showcasethereleasc of ANOTHERPLACE,
hernewrecording from Pleiades Records. Her

performance will highlight songs from hernew
release, a few old favorites, and pieces from
another new body of work, Adam'’s soon-to-
be-released piano instrumental recording.

As poet Honor Moore says, a Margie

- Adam performance is “unique theater.” Adam

effortlessly balances the passion, humor and
politics of our lives and does it all in arich alto
voice accompanied by elegant and moving
piano work. “I was drawn to her brains and
charm,” Moore writes, “‘dazzled by hertalent at
the piano and her nerve as a performer. Iloved
the way she could spin a small perception into
a hilarious monologue; the way the audience’s
laughter would quiet when she made a pungent
political or moral point; the way our feelings
would shiftamomentlater as she launched into
asong or plunged us into the lush landscape of
her instrumental music, the place where, as a
performer, she seemed most vulnerable.”

So what will we hear during the Portland
performance?

The work this tour presents her new

continued from page 14

. . Working the Parks

There was a gonorthea outbreak going
around the Oaks, so I came up with a flyer, and
talked to guys about gonorthea. These guys went
to the STD Clinic at City Hall with my flyer in
hand to get tested. That made me happy.

“The PSE scene was all new for me. Iam
fascinated by therituals that happen with cars and
glances and all the innuendo. It's fascinating,
‘When Ifirst began, I started a lot of conversations
with guys by asking them what was going on, and
what it meant to park your car in this direction or
that direction. And then I'd move the conversa-
tion toward condoms.

“It wasreally embarrassing at first because
I'm shy sexually, and this outreach is very sexual.
As time went on, I leamed and became more
comfortable. Now I try to wear clothes that will
make guys want to interact with me. It's fun.

“We use the term ‘men who have sex with
men’ which may notbe aproud term like ‘gay’ or
‘bisexual’, but it covers everybody I meet. A lot
of them identify asheterosexual, buthave sex with

men. So if] tell them I do outreachto gay
and bisexual men, they can'trelate. Solstayaway
from labels. 4

“There are all sorts of people in these
PSE's. There are guys with wives, closeted
bisexuals and gay men, and openly gay men who
go there because they like the anonymity. And
there are sex addicts. Ilike the broad range. The
partthat’stoughisthehustling. Youseeguys who
arepretty young, really young, andit’shard notto
try to fix it. Iprovide information, I help people
makechoices, butI’mnottheretofix things. Ionly
promote safer sex.”

Mark Griswold also coordmates TAP's
AIDS Line, anonymous testing program, and
outreach programs to bars. He is always looking
for volunteers, especially those with working
familiarity with PSE’s. Call him at 774-6877 or
come hear him speak to the Matlovich Society in
mid-October. ee

recording, gathers thirteen recently written
songs that make what is most familiar in our
lives visible in anew way. There are songs that
deal with the different faces of love—Deep in
the Night captures the rapturous beginning,
Ranting and Raving the angry breakup (ren-
dered with humor), and Truth to Tell the sad,
empty longing when it's finally over. Thereare
songs that deal, in a moving, personal way,
with the broader context of our lives — in
Women Who Dare, Adam sings “‘Count on me
— I'm here for you,” and celebrates the in-
tense, emotionally-supportive bonds that
women create. In How Many, she sings “How
many hearts will be broken ... How many lives
will be taken,” during the beautiful and simple
chorus of a song about three friends living with
AIDS. In Long Haul, she sings “With a steady
voice they call us,” speaking of those whose
lives enfold the long-term commitmentneeded
for incremental social change. And there are
many loving and passionate new songs.
Margiehas always been thatrarity among
pop acoustic performers: she does many things
equally well. She’s an outstanding pianist
(recently voted #1 Keyboard artist by readers
of HOT WIRE, the premiere women's music
publication in the country), composer,
songwriter, singer, storyteller and social com-
mentator. She is also very funny on stage.
But, perhaps most importantly to us,
Margie Adam has, sincethe mid-’70s and early
'80s, musically crystallized our lives and car-
ried their message into the wider world. She
has shared-the stage with Gloria Steinem and
Kate Millett, Lily Tomlin and Bonnie Raitt.
Her song, We Shall Go Forth!, was placed in
the Smithsonian’s Division of Political His-
tory. Margie's performance of her song Best

Friend (The Unicorn Song) on the main stage
atthis year's Gay and Lesbian March on Wash-
ington, became the theme song footage of a
major documentary film about the event.

Adam’s music is alsc helping others
carry the gay and lesbian rights message to a
broader audience. Peter, Paul, & Mary, touring
the country this year, sing Best Friend (The
Unicorn Song) at every performance. The
group explains that it was written by “lesbian/
feminist, Margic Adam,” and that they sing it
in support of the gay and lesbian effort to gain
both civil and social acceptance. '

This summer, Margie Adam was quoted-
in a USA TODAY cover story on the new
visibility of lesbians, their diversity, and cul-
tural perspective. Said Adam, “It’s the first
time lesbians have been on the cover of a
national magazine (Newsweek). When I came
out in 1964, there was no political or cultural
context for my life.” And on the invisibility
lesbians havelong endured in this society: “No
one knew who we were. As aresult, there’sno
history of our accomplishments.”

Also this summer, Margie was inter-
viewed on “Star Talk,” a syndicated radio talk
showproduced by Universal Studios and broad-
cast to 60 stations around the country, and
featured on “Real Personal,” the CNBC-TV
talk show, a program with 50 million viewers,
nationwide.

So, whatcan you expectof Margie Adam
in Portland this November? AsRonnie Gilbert
has said, “Margie calls out with fervor and wit
to the compassion and spirit among women.
The sound of her voice, lovelier than ever,
lingers in the ear long after the performance is
ended.” ee

*eDo you have questions about AIDS or HIV?
eeWant to know where to get tested?
*sDoes HIV scare you?
esEver found yourself in a risky situation you
didn’t want to be in?
eeWant to find out how to make your sex safer?

CALL US at the AIDS Line on Saturdays between
1 and 5 p.m. We’re guys like you who share your
concerns. We're anonymous and we care.
Let’s keep each other safe and healthy.

1-800-851-2437
Man to Man
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" SUPPORT GROUP

es]_esbian support and discussion group
forming in November in Central Maine area.
Call Irene Cox, L.C.S.W. at 453-4403 for more
information.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
A support group for gay and lesbian teens in
Aubum, needs volunteer adult male and female
_ meeting facilitators who might also be available
to chaperone dances, assist various day trips
and help in fund-raising. Write to OUT-
RIGHT/Central Maine, P.O. Box 802, Aubum,
Maine 04212,

PERSONALS
os]_esbian, 49, attractive and fun-loving.
Looking for a soul-mate. Like going to Clubs
or just staying home for candlelight dinner.
Am a professional looking for someone to talk
to and share my life. Write Advertiser #3496,
c/o this paper. 7

*sDad wants son. Must be loving, honest,
sincere, and hard-working. Let’s share good
times together if you like older men. Dad is
active, loving, diversified, exploring. Late 40’s.
Write Ron, P.O. Box 1169, Sanford, Maine

. 04073,

ee]_esbian, 39. I'm 5’4", 130 Ibs, green eyes,
brown hair. Enjoy music, watching movies, the
outdoors, nature, and keeping fit. I'm feminine
and a hopeless romantic. Sincere, honest,
monogamous. Are you like me, searching for a
faithful friend to share your life with? You may
be that spcial lady! Will answer all responses.
Phone number and we'll talk. Write to
Advertiser #1725, c/o Commumity Pride
Reporter, 142 High St., #634, Portland, ME
04101. Your mail will be forwarded to me.

et Senres DEGE 20

RAINBOW PHONE SUPPORT

THEAIDSLINE: 800-851-AIDS or 775-1267.
HIV/AIDS related questions, call Mon.-
Sat.9:00am-5:00pm, Mon. &Wed. evenings ‘til
7:30pm. Anonymous.

DIAL KIDS, 774-TALK: For lesbian, gay, bi
&questioning youth under 19. -
INGRAHAM VOLUNTEERS: Call 774
HELP (7744357).

THE AIDS PROJECT: 22 Monument Sq., Sth
floor, Portland 04101. Call 774-6877 FMI re:
support group meetings. Portland, Lewiston,
Brunswick. &

AIDS SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS
Bangor - 990-3626 - Eastem Maine AIDS
Network

Belfast - 338-1427 - Waldo-Knox AIDS Coali-
ﬁon -

Brunswick - 7254995 - Marymeseting AIDS
Support Services

Bridgton - 583-6608 - Community Task Force
on AIDS

Portland - 774-6877 - The AIDS Project, AIDS
Lodging House; PWA Caoalition, Names Project
Rumford - 823-4170 - Community AIDS
Awareness Program

Lewiston - 786-4697 - Androscoggin Valley
AIDS Coalition

Waterville - 626-3432 - Dayspring

Ellsworth - 667-3506 - Down East AIDS Net-
work

Oxford Hills - 743-7451 - Oxford Hills Commu-
nity AIDS Network

Parents & Friends of Lesbians & Gays -
P-FLAG CONTACTSME.:
Augusta/Hallowell - 623-2349

*Bangor/Brewer - 989-5180

Brunswick/Bath - see Waldoboro
*ewiston/Aubum - 783-9789

*Portland - 766-5158

Waldoboro - 832-5859

* - Monthly meetings held

Lesbian & Gay Information Line - Portland:
871-0432, 24 hour community events update,
free listings, announced live attendant times.

RAINBOW GROUP SUPPORT

NorthernLambdaNord: 2nd Sunday Call 498-
2088. UMPL Pullen Hall, 3;pm (ME), 4p.m
(N-B). Everyone invited.

OutFor Good: Thursdays 7-9pm, 445 Main St.,
Biddeford. Lesbian support/discussion group.
Free/$1 donation to help w/rent. FMI call Bobbi-
247-3461.
Rumford/Mexico Area AIDS Support Group/
Phoneline: Mondays, 7-8:30pm at Mexico Con-
gregational Church, Main St. Call 364-8603.
Androscoggin Valley Aids Coalition: Thurs-
days, 7pm, 70 Court St, 2nd floor, Aubum.
Support for people with HIV & their families.
FML, call 786-4697.

Integrity/Dignity: First & third Sundays at St
Luke’s Cathedral (Emmanue] Chapel), 5:15 pm.
All are welcome. Fellowship follow each service
with a vegetarian pot luck on 3rd. Sun. We
minister to the lesbian/gay community.

FMI, write POB 8113, Portland 04104.

ACT UP/Portland: Sundays, 7pm YWCA, 87
Spring St and Mondays 6-8pm at 142 High St.,
#222. Jomn us in thefight foruniversalrights! Call
828-0566.

OUTRIGHT/Central Maine: Weekly, confi-
dential meetings for gay, lesbian, & questioning
youth22 years old and under. Call “First Call” and
askabout OUTRIGHT services at 795-6677 or 1-
800-339-4042.

- OUTRIGHT/Portland: Meets every Friday ,

7:30-9:30 pmat Williston West Church. Safeand
supportive discussions with anf for gay,
lesbian,bisexual & questioning young people.
FML: call 774 TALK, or 774-HELP. Write to
P.O.Box 5370 Station A, Portland, ME. 04101
Central Maine Gay Men’s Support Group:
Tuesdays, 7-8:30 p.m. Call 622-1888 or 622-
4254 for more information.

Q-Squad Support Group for lesbian, gays,
bisexuals, & transgendereds. Serving Franklin
County, based at UM Farmington. FMI, call and
leave message, 778-7380.

TransSupport Group meeting regularly, pro-

Host a House
Party to help
i U B

By: Winnie Weir
The Portland Fund-raising Group,
formed to help Equal Protection Lewiston, is
encouraging people who want to help raise
funds to have some fun while doing it.
Most everyonelooks forareasontohave

a party, and here is the perfect opportunity.
Host a House Party for several old and new

friends. It’s simple, not alot of work, inexpen-
sive, and fun. In addition, it is one more way to
help end discrimination. Be creative with your
party. It can be a tea party, brunch, dinner
party, cocktail party, or a dessert extravaganza.
EPL will send some of its workers to talk with
your guests about the referendum in Lewiston.
They will answer questions and pass thehat for
contributions to this important campaign.

EPL has an instructional kit, which they
would be happy to send you. It contains some
“how to’s” in case you've never done this
before. Also provided, if you need them, are
invitations. So, what are we waiting for. Let’s
party! For more information, call Charlie or
John at 871-9109. e

viding groupsupport, education, and social activi-
ties for cross dressers and transsexuals, their
families, friends, and others interested in gender
dysphoria issues. FMI write TransSupport, P.O.
Box 17622, Portland, Maine 04101.

Maine Bisexual People’s Network: P. O. Box
10818, Portland, ME. 04104. Our purpose is to
affirm in ourselves and others the positive nature
of bisexuality and to work toward greater accep-
tance in the bisexual, gay, lesbian, and straight
communities. Support and referrals available.

HIV & RELATED

SUFPPORT MEETINGS

Portland at THE AIDS PROJECT:
Mondays: HIV negativepartners of peopleliving
with HIV, 6:30-7:30pm.

Tuesdays: People Living with HIV disease and
all friends, families, lovers, and caregivers, 10:30-
12:00 noon.

2ndand4th Tuesdays: Living Well, focusing on
quality of life and empowerment.

Thursdays: Women living with HIV, 1:15-
2:45pm.

Men living with HIV, 5:30-7:00 pm.

All the above support groups meet at 22 Monu-
ment Square, Sth floor. Call Sandy Titus at
774-6877 or 1-800-851-2437 if you would like
further information.

Lewiston;

2nd and4th Tuesdays: Women's Support Group.
Call Diana Carrigan at The AIDS Project office -
783-4301.

Auburn:

Thursdays: People Living with HIV, 7:00pm at
American Red Cross, 70 Court Street, Aubum.
Call Claire Gelinas at AVAC - 786-4697.
Brunswick:

Family and friends who have a loved one with
AIDS or HIV, 5:00 - 6:20pm, Merrymeeting
AIDS Support Services. 8 Lincoln Street. For
information on meeting day, call Brian Allen -
725-4955.

Gardiner:

1st and 3rd Wednesdays: 1:30-3:00pm, People
Living wit HIV. Physicians Building behind
KVRHA Annex. Call Brian Allen (M.A.S.S)) -
725-4955.

Biddeford:

1stand3rd Wednesdays: 7:00pm Support Group
for Family and Friends Who Care (about people
with HIV disease), Southem Maine Medical
Center, Cafeteria #3, 2nd floor. Call Roger
LaChance - 284-4102.

Send your Support Group
Listings to:

Community Pride Reporter
142 High Street, Suite #634
Portland, Maine 04101

They will be included at
no charge as a public service
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