
University of Southern Maine University of Southern Maine 

USM Digital Commons USM Digital Commons 

We Exist Series 2: Quotes We Exist: Maine’s Black Residents and Civil 
Rights Activism 

2021 

Barret, Odessa Quotes Transcript Barret, Odessa Quotes Transcript 

Odessa Barret 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.usm.maine.edu/we-exist-exhibit2-quotes 

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the We Exist: Maine’s Black Residents and Civil Rights 
Activism at USM Digital Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in We Exist Series 2: Quotes by an authorized 
administrator of USM Digital Commons. For more information, please contact jessica.c.hovey@maine.edu. 

https://digitalcommons.usm.maine.edu/
https://digitalcommons.usm.maine.edu/we-exist-exhibit2-quotes
https://digitalcommons.usm.maine.edu/we-exist-exhibit2
https://digitalcommons.usm.maine.edu/we-exist-exhibit2
https://digitalcommons.usm.maine.edu/we-exist-exhibit2-quotes?utm_source=digitalcommons.usm.maine.edu%2Fwe-exist-exhibit2-quotes%2F7&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:ian.fowler@maine.edu


 3 

Ms. Odessa Barret 

"…When I came here, there weren't very many Blacks, so there was no real sense of communi-

ty. There was no place where you can go and see yourself en masse. So my kids, being from 

the South, had already had their sense of identity so it was really hard for them because they 

either had to teach people who they were or struggle to maintain their own identity." 

"I've been a part of the NAACP; I've been a part of the community planning group around HIV 

prevention; I've been a community mediator." 

Ms. Odessa Barret (age 53; born 1948 in Port Arthur, Texas; born in a middle-class, blue collar 

family; moved to Maine in October 1979) 
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