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ROOTS 

THE PARTY 
Art and history. Big subject s t very important. Saved for dinner-parties 

around the table . And the table , it ' s art and hist ory , too. Filled the 
room , scrolled flowers carved around the edge , deep oak grain wi th lots of 
years of dirt . No one knew wher e i t came from , where it was made . Very 
art istic , very historical , very grand , very mysterious . So romantic . 

Arty dinner-parties . t,ty Ma cooks all day , the most bohemian . Braciole : 
I talian , French - certainly not American/Jewish . Gues t s come to this oasis 
in working-class Brooklyn . Art , socialism, wood-grain , earth colors , Mexican 
pottery , oasis of richness and texture in tacky Brooklyn . Women with long 
hair , little make-up , ;Jpanlsh jewelry , no Polyester! Men wi th beards . 
Ohmygod men with Beards in Brooklyn 1960. Grown men! Guests all come from 
Manhatt en - land of real artis t s and real socialis t s ! "Shirley ' s dishes . .. 
these dishes , hmm , they ' re so bourgeois . " 

1he nights disintegrat ed . Spilled gunky food , wi ne splotches, the men 
doing the "I ' m-more-bohemian- than-you , " louder and louder. Art is This , 
Socialism is That , His t ory shows - What?? Pounding the table , louder as 
Brooklyn go t quieter at night . --

Shirley sees it though , all the wi ves do . Bohemian veneer covers crabby 
shetl rabbis ; t erribly long eras of powerless men , I n the world of men-wi th-
power and women with none , these guys have been screwed . Their mot hers were 
s trong . Their fathers cowered before Polish peasants , Coassacks . Scrawny 
Jews with beards. No muscle , no money , no fight. Such a thin cover-up , all 
this ranting and drinking. 

They left me confusion ; power that was bravado . Romance I could tas te , 
lip- smacking and juicy adventure .. . always out of reach , Always , I ' m afraid . 
I must have heard , under the noise , their fear . 

by 113.rt ha Cohen 



Dear Elze, 

I recently received my first copy 
of Portland Women1 s Community News-
letter. I imagine I got on your mail-
ing list either through the good 
efforts of Jolene McGowan ( who ,:,as 
with me at the Wallflower Order dance 
workshop in Awrust in Cambridge) or 
Nicol e d'Entremont (who I rode on the 
plane with on my way to Cambridge and 
her way to Maine) since they are both 
active in the women' s community in 
Maine. Please say "hi" to them for me ! 

I'm writing because of your newsletter 
statement of policy. I l ike that you 
say you will only use "material not 
deemed racist, sexist, classist , het-
erosexist , ablebodiest, or ageist ." 
Quite an impressive list of "ismst1! 
But I have one more t o add - speciesism 
(sometimes also spelled "speci ei sm" 
without the second "s"). In his seminal 
book Animal Liberation: A New Ethics 

• for our Treatment of ~..nimals, Peter 
Singer defines speciesism as" a pre-
judice or attitude of bias toward the 
interests of member s of one ' s own 
species and against those of members 
of other species ." 'This doesn • t mean 
that he thinks human animals have the 

needs and rights in all ways as 
non-human animals. For example, a 
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the next i s sue of the newsle tter. 
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pig doesnt have a need or right to 
vote but does have a need and right 
to , among other things, contact with 
her own kind in a comfortable envir-
onment (rather than life in a tiny 
stall as a cog in a factory farm for 
pigs .) 

I've enclosed a copy of a l ett er I 
wrote to the local paper about animal 
rights. Also I've enclosed a descri~ 
tion of Reweaving the Web of Life 
which the center already has prob~bly. 
A chapter by Connie Salomone talks 
about women and animal rights. 

I 've kept this short and left lots of 
gaps in my thinking but I' d be happy 

• 

to explain further or write an arti cle 
about speciesism and animal rights(and 
conned it with feminism) for your news-
l ett er. 

In any case I hope you'll seriously con-
sider addinff to you policy a repud-
iation of speciesism. 

Hope to hear from you soon. 
Linda UcSicfano 



WOMEN OF COURAGE 
In conjunction with Spectra II, I installed a sculpture of Sonia Johnson surrounded by a wall. I asked the viewers of the scu l pture to write stories of the courage of women in their l ives on the wall. These are the results. 

Gina Ke ll ey 

Mother Mary Jones 1832-1932. Went to a Union meeting at age forty. Organ-ized every day for the rest of her life. 
Serafina Gigante 1910-1979, was the greatest inspiration of my life. I miss her-her daughter, Veronica Gigante Abbott. 
A special tribute to those courageous women willing to testify against a rapist. 

There is so much I want to share with my mother. I want her to know what her being in a room ful l of women means to me and how it feels to be a part of so much positive energy. I waat her to go to women's concert s and read women's literature . I want her to help herself and not her husband. Mostly I want her to know ho I feel about women and the way I do and to love my lover as she loves me. 
My beloved girlfriend gave up our love to find herself. 
Grammy Freida Millikin. She loved and fought for her life and she died fight ing . I mi ss her. 

My mother raised twelve kids with t he li ttl e she had and with basically few rights ...• 

My grandmother scrubbed floors and washed other peoples ' cl othes to feed her fou r chi ldren and used a knitting needle for sel f aborti on so she • could go on feeding t hem. Support reproductive freedom for the sake of mothers and children. P.S. I'm 7½ months pregnant as I write this . 
The greatest love of all is the l ove shared by women whether just as friends or as lovers. 

For Ki tzi who fought a hard disease which never loses and died a winner. 
My Aunt Mary's li fe was robbed in a violent way even though she was a gentle beautiful winner. 

My Mom raised five kids by herself, got all five through high school and maintained a job as a l ab technician. Well, t hanks Mom. 



lJ. 

I t takes courage t o be a lesbian. It takes courage to be a woman , j ust plain, j ust pl ain . .. . . 

MariP loved Ann and her mother threw her out of the house. 
1920' s grandmother , de l ivered a baby before breakfast, sti l l cleaned house and made lunch fo r t he rest of the family that day. 
We need mo re women l ike my sister, Deb. 
My mother rai sed three non-sexist boys and survived. 
Al ice and Bet ty took t he nuclear freeze petition into their commun i ty and it was voted on . 

We las ted! Si sterhood is powerful! 
Approximately ni ne women stand on the Blue Hill town lawn for 6 mos . for the Maine Nuclear Referendum, for a nuclear free future. 

Ashl ey Flynn age 6. I love myself. 
Evelyn Edith. You gave me birth and in my breathing you live, dead ye t you are. We still struggle to make our lives work. P.S. You have a bea uti fu l granddaughter . 

Is martyrdom courage or just an old fashioned way women react? 
A strong woman is one woman with courage and all women together . . . my ancest ors and my descendants 

( c.16HT] U.J•t.01...t. , Pr-t nic.t..l'l {- !)ltL'-'lj Seven"women in Portland--Al ice, Martha,Diane, Betsy, Nellie, Carr ie"l owered t he court house fl ag to hal f mast in mourning for the ERA and were arrested. 
Joseph was born, Sept. '82 . ( a baby picture and straw flower were taped to the wa 11. ) 

My Gra ndmother was sexual ly abused by the local squire and felt gu il ty about it until she di ed at ninety eight. 
My sister Edi e had t he courage to have an abortion that she wanted but nobody el se in the family did . 

My dear younger sister lost her first chi ld this week through miscarr iage ... a sadness t hat I t oo have known as has our mother three times before us . 
Rosa Parks , a bl ack woman refused to give up her seat to a white man on the bus . 

To any and all courageous unselfish women . 
My Mom, 5'11 11 250 lbs. of hard work and caring. She taught me I was special and I could make it under any circumstances and I have . 
My mother grew up , married , raised three kids, not her own,bui l t her own house , grew her own garden and then decided to finish school, wh ich she al most has done . Ri ght On. We fought in the Sixth Day War. .L..· J ,~1 
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An Invitation to Portland Feminist Women 

We are all wonderful, powerful, and creative women . Unfortunately, i n work-
i ng t ogether , a ll of us have experienced , a t one time or an~ther , hurt , r e-
jec tion, anger , bitt erness a nd frustration . We have not always r eceived 
s upport from other women when we 've needed s uppor t. We have not always given 
support to ot her women when they 've been i n need , We have , ei ther knowingly 
or unknowingly, hurt each ot her. We have not always spoken what was in our 
hearts . We have not always been direct wi th those who have sparked our pain. 
Sometimes our needs have been met, ot her times not. All of us know these old 
ways are not the ways we wis h to be with each other. But, we have l earned them 
well, 

As part of strengthening our feminist process with each other, we would like 
t o gather in a circl e of women . We wish t he circle to be a step in healing 
our wounds - a time for each of us to s hare wha t we want from each other, what 
we ' wish to give each other , what we have experienced wi th each other, and to 
affirm ourselves and each other . 

You may ask , "How is this different than other att empts at forming a unified 
communi ty of feminis t s?" This circle is not for creating an organization. We 
may already belong t o one or more feminis t organizat ions , or we may not identify 
with any particular group . Rather, the circle is t o regenera te some spirit, 
understanding , and unity among us . 

Here is what we envision the circle t o be , A woman will lead us i n affirm-
a t ions - s tatements affirming our coming t ogether, our opening up t o women wi th 
whom we don 't always f eel safe , and the courage we 've shown in coming together. 
In the circle , we will then speak ''I statements" - expressing our needs for 
s upport, our fears around giving and receiving support, our pain in needs not 
being me t, our fears around being direct, our fears around other women not being 
direct wi th us , our feelings around experiences we 've had working with each 
other , our feelings of a liena tion from each other , how we want t o see our own 
selves relating , and how we want other women t o relat e t o us . 

We believe this circle will be difficult . 'Ihe circle requires that we be 
vulnerable . We believe we can create , for each other , a safety within this 
circle that is unlike our old, barrier-building ways of being safe. "I - s tate-
ments" help t o create safety . 

I n preparation for this circle , l e t us spend some time alone and wi th other 
women refl ec t ing on the joys and pai ns we 1ve experienced working t ogether . Let 
us approach the circle wi t h hope , and may we emerge with more spiri t, under-
standing and unity. 

PLACE : Williston-~es t Church , 32 Thomas St ., Port land 
, TIME: 12 P.M. - 4 P. M. 
DA m: Pe bruary 5 , Saturday 

For further i nformation, cal l : 

Anna 773-6398 
Diane - 799-6905 
Fry - 799-2408 



Senior Honors Thesis Anthropology 
candidate wishes to interview never-
married women, r aisinc childr en alone. 
Planned pregnancies and unplanned are 
of eoual interest. Please write 
Ell en Weiss , Box 761, Bates College, 
Lewiston, ME 04240. All responses 
kept confidential. Thank You. 

I am writing to jo~n.other lesbians 
in creating an atf1n1ty group. I 
would like to celebrate the cycles 
of the Earth, .t he moon, the sun, our 
bodies with other dykes doing direct 
act ion. So if you are a radical les-
bian anarch feminist witch I want to 
circle with you to dance the revol-
ution. Anna 773- 6398 

'l'he battered women's shelter needs the 
support of women in Portland. There is 
a need for a safe house system where 
women who have been staying at the 
shelter would be able to go when the 
shelter is overcrowded or when 
a woman has stayed the maximum time 
at t he shelter and the r ed tape in-
volved in beginning a new life is 
still all tangled and she needs a 
safe place Lo be for a short time. 
There is a need for child care for 
women who need to figure out what 
next and she ha.a one or two or three 
or more children all wanting t obe fed 
or entertained or nurtured or changed 
or their laundry done. It would be 
really helpful if for a dey or a 
weekend a mother lmew she would be 
allowed the time and space to think 
about her situation and to deal wit h 
it without having to to deal with her 
children simultaneously. Ther e is al-
ways a need for money, f ood, and 
clothes (especially underwear). 
The spelter recieves funding fnm 
individual cities and t owns. Every 
yeax the director has to go request 
funds and it is expected to be more 
difficult this year after tax index-
ing and the lack of money available 
for human services. It is our respon-
sibility to enable the shelter to 
provide a safe place for women trying 
to emerge from violence. Anyone want-
ing or able to give any support please 
get in touch with Anna 773-6398. 

6. 

usM Women's Studies Course starting 
in January at the Portland campus . 
Feminist Theories taught by Kathleen 
MacPherson. Mondays 4-6: )0pm. :f'or more 
info call Joanne Clarey 780-4289 . 

Anyone interested in helping to further 
research about sexual attitudes and be-
havior and is willing to be involved in 
testing, please call the Gay Peopl es 
Alliance at 780-4083. A private r esearch 
Council is looking for volunteers to be 
tested any time during the weekend of 
Jan. 14, 15, 16. Past research about gay 
people has been prejudiced. This re-
search group is ready to make the changes 
necessa...7 to do valid research, but can-
not do this without the cooperation of 
people who are concerned about these 
issues . The old research s tands unless 
people are willing to volunteer . 

I'lO'nIER TONGUE - an evening of poetry, 
art , music around the theme of ROOTS. 
Women wi ll be presenting their own 
works. Join us for an evening of women ' s 
culture and creativity as we explore 
our heritage. January 29, 1983 . 7 : 30pm, 
Williston-West Church. 



Not Really A Book Review 

by Diane H:lze 

Nice Jewish Girls : A Lesbian Anthology , ed . 8velyn Tort on Beck 
(Persephone Press) , 1982 . 

"This enti r e anthology ls an act of resis tance . The very ac t of pr oudly 
affirming J ewish iden t ity , indivi dual ly and collective ly , in a wor ld 
tha t promot es Christ ian t otali tari anism is resist ance ." 

Gl or ia Z. Greenfield , "Shedding ," in Nice Jewish Girls 

Recently , I compl et ed Nice Jewish Girls , an anthology of essays , poet ry , a nd 
prose by J ewish lesbians . The wr iters represent ed in t hi s anthology include 
Melanie Kaye , Pauline Bart , Adrienne Hich , Irena Klepf isz , Gl oria Greenfield , 
8lana Dykewomon , and Davida Isha t ova . The book is richness and compl exi ty , as 
t hese women share t heir journeys of i ntegrat ing and aff i rming t heir lesbi an 
a nd Jewish identities , confronting anti-Semitism , a nd cel ebr a ting their l i ves , 
their culture , a nd the ir s urv i va l. As a non-Jew, I found reading this book 
to be j oyous , enl ighte ni ng , humbling , painful , and challenging - coming face-
to-face wi th my gross ignorance of J ewish history/her s t ory a nd t he degree t o 
which I have i nternalized ant i-Semi t ism s ince childhood . I emer ged f rom t he 
pages more conscious and sensitive t o the existence a nd pervasive ness of a nti-
Semi t ism a r ound me . T flashed on t he "click" that went off i n my head , many 
years ago , when I first came i nt o feminism - the mind-body-spirit jol t a t 
seeing a nd clearly naming omnipresent "woman- ha t i ng ." As I a bsorbed Nice 
J ewish Girls , the "click" was named "Jew-hating . " 

Jew-hat ing . Strong words , I learned hers t orical/hist orical fac t s I pre-
viously did not know . Syst emmatlc persecuti on a nd slaughter of J ews began 
centuries before the Nazis ever eame to power , dat ing back t o 1012 i n Ger many . 
I n 1290, Jews were expe l led from ~ngl a nd ; i n 1J06 , from France : i n 1492 , from 
Spain . And the bloon f l owed. And property was confiscat ed. And rel igi ous 
prac t ices were rest r i c t ed. And civil right s were deni ed, And the bl ood con-
t inued t o f l ow. J ew-hati ng , s t rong words naming a reality persisting over 
cent uries . 

"Jewi s h i nvisibi li ty is a symptom of anti-Semi t ism as s urely as lesbian 
i nvisibility is a sympt om of homophobia. " 

Eve l yn Tort on Beck , "Why is This Book Different From All Ot her 
Books , " i n Nice Jewish Girls . 

Nice Jewish Gi rls hel ped me make connections . Many of the issues woven i n the 
wri t i ngs rung wi t h fami lia r ity: t he t rivializat ion or denial of t heir oppression; 
the i nternalization of hat red : t he dis t ort ion of their hers tory/his t ory ; the 
ster eotypes sympt omma t ic of fear and hat e ; t he "blaming the v ie t im" phenomenon : 
t he "Why-ar e-you-br i nging-that -topic-up?" phenomenon : t he i nvisibili ty of their 
experience as Jews i n t he f eminis t movement and in women ' s herstory : the i nv i s i-
bility of their experience as les bi ans in Jewish his t ory : t he accusat ions of 
divisiveness upon c hallenging anti-Semi t ism: the "you-don ' t -look-like-a - Jew" 
phenomenon, wi t h 1 ts underl ying assumption of "non-Jewishness" and die t um t o 
"pass . " I nsert "woman". I nsert "l esbian" . I nsert "fag" . Insert "people of color . " 
And , they spoke of the need t o know and cel ebrat e one ' s root s, cultur e , herstory : 
to pr oudly affirm who we a re as an ac t of resistance agains t t hose who ' d prefer 
we not be : t o know and affirm t he diversi ty of our lives ; to name and rec laim 
ourselves , I nsert "woman" . I nsert "lesbian". Insert " fag" . I ns ert "people of 
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To the P,W ,C, Newslett er Staff and the 
Collective , 

'Ihe change of the Portland Women' s 
Community to the collective has caused a 
gre~t deal of discussion a mong the women 
at the U. W. F. 

We would like to s hare wi th you some of 
what has been talked about, and hope you 
wi ll be able t o c l ear up some of our con-
f us ion on the t erms used in the news l etter 
stat ement of policy. 

What do you mean by he t erosexis t and 
ablebodiest ? We are aware that you state 
"what we deem as" . 

In the name change from P,W,C, t o Col-
l ec t i ve we notice that the P .W. C. news -
le tter t i tle s till remains the same . I n 
past issues of the P.w.c. newsletter i t 
was s tated: (Issue #8) "The P.w.c. news -
letter was creat ed to reflect the spirit 
and diversity of the community as well as 
to express our various artistic and politi-
cal feminist ideal s " , and issue 1.11) , s tates 
"Thus this Newsletter has been and will con-
tinue to be predomi nately lesbian-identi-
fied unless something changes. 'lie make no 
apologies for i t s flavor. I n fact , we 
affirm it . But , we also believe t he News -
letter can taste of other flavors as well. " 
We do hope this still is valid . 

I t i s not our i ntent t o make judgements 
of what i s printed in the P.w. c. We are 
concerned about the essay "We Know Who You 
Really Are" by Anna Kissed . It appeared to 
sound sexist to us , and as you stat ed i n 
this issue • s policy ''what we deem sexist," 
would and does l ead us t o assume that this 
essay is not deemed by you as being sexist . 

Sexism i n a ny form done t o anyone is 
unacceptable. When a women ' s newsletter 
provides a forum to be able t o vent what 
ever her needs be , for a woman i n her pro-

•cess , in the form of art , we are more than 
understanding of tha t, however we are un-
abl e to understand the fairness of t his t o 
other s . 

An organization such as Gay People ' s 
Alliance that has both men and women as 
members , both being able t o read from the 
P.w. c. Newsletter, we wonder if a man were 
to respond would i t be print ed (re : Anna 
Kissed)? 

We assume not, due t o your pol icy . We 
would like t o point out a possi ble word 
we felt might have been overlooked by 

8.you. Homosexist : meaning heterophobia 

towards heterosexual people . 
We spoke of accountability to our sisters 

at the forum and what we were accountable 
for and to whom . 

I t would be less than fair t o the new 
Collective if we were t o not share with 
you our concerns , and confusion of the 
past Newsletter. 

When in good fai th a person or group 
pays for the news l etter and a change 
happens that is somehow not known a t the 
time , that a person or group does not 
agree wi th, would you refund the unpaid 
amount? 

Changes affect everyone , be i t indir-
ec tly or direc tly . We a t the Forum have 
been affected by P.w .c. policy . For us 
i t has been positive , enabl ing each of 
us t o question her own value sys t em and 
to be able to share wi t h one another our 
polnts of view . We may not all agree 
most of the time . However, we have agreed 
that we must write a nd ask what we know 
very l ittle about . 

It is our hope that by doing so we are 
accountable to you for our point of view 
and i t will help each of us to grow to-
gether rather than apart . 

We wjsh you well , and hope you wi l l find 
space t o print our letter with a response . 

In Sist erhood , 
Universi ty Women ' s Forum 
Jane Thurston 
Constance Crafts 
Janice Lowe 
Georgia Humphry 
Kris Parrish 

Response.... 

Dear Women of the Universi ty Women' s Forum : 
In t he process of changing our iden t i ty 

from "the Portland Women ' s Communi ty" to a 
collective , t he policies of the News l etter 
Task Force have not changed . We can under-
stand the confusion generat ed from the 
November newsletter being called by its 
original name , "1he Portland Women ' s Commun-
ity Newsletter ." We had not yet found a 
new name for the publicat ion. However, 
our original vision for the news l e tter 
still remains - that i t "reflec t the 
spirit and diversi ty "of women in the 
Greater Portland area and beyond, We re-
main commi tted to that goal , as well as t o 
the "Newsletter Stat ement of Policy" appear-
i ng in the November i ssue and in previous 
issues . 



{ 
l 

Breaking Silences 
Breaki'ng Bonds 

Old woman, 
Will I never be free of you? 
Hay-raking, s trawberry-pi cking, lawn-mowing, character-showi ng 
furrowed brown face 
and you are ashamed of the wrinkles. 

Every morning you do 
breast-firming exercises. 
Justifiably, Woman's Day, keeping-your husband , proud 
of your beautiful sixty year-old body. 
(The only exception your baby-weakened belly muscles.) 

Your eyes get a sad deep blue, 
when the sickness hits. 
But its your mouth, always your mouth 
that shows the anger and the sex hatred. 
Maybe when you had your own teeth, it didn't do that-
get so rig id that each word 
i s a cold steel staple . 

I have a mole on my back-i n the same place you do, 
but it's not the same kind. 
I have a marriage just as you do, 
but it ' s not the same kind . 
I want to be friends, as you say that you do, 
but I guess not the same kind. 
If you remember it was your idea first-
that we be friends 

but we never remember anything the same way. 

Charlotte Spear 

\II Vi I \ 

i l I 
{ . \ 

{ ,\ ,\ 

\ 

\ l l 

r. 



In the Begiooioq 
Jackie Wurslin-Babb 

In the beginning some says was long ago , 
We peopl es come from no-one know. 

Some says we immigrants fran India. 
The Italians say Gitano "Mama Mia!" . 

With long hair, 
Our heads we carry high into the air, 
Long skirts we womens always wear, 
Stealing an telling fortunes whi ch the gadjo law say, "never you dare". 

We mi x on our migration with many races , 
Now our peoples got all color of faces . 

The Christian people say God made man an woman, 
The Moslem say Allah made them . 

Mother Earth make us , 
An for all gadjo' s money-things we don't lust, 

For the Gypsy, we just move on because for 
Thousands of years in our blood it was a must. 

IO. 

THE ALLEY 
Jackie Wurslin-Babb 

In the alley rubbish was thrown, 
In the alley some weeds had grown. 

In the alley was my playground, 
rn the alley the old woman with a broom chase us around. 

In the alley my mother beat out her rugs, 
In the alley we used dig for an squish bugs. 

In the alley were lots of rats , 
In the alley some drunk he be pass-out under a tore hat. 

In the alley at nite time the weak was mugged, 
In the alley after Sunday Church lovers hugged. 

In the alley dirty bathwater was thrown, 
rn the alley so many soap bubbles I had blown. 

In the alley long poles held laundry lines high from dirt, 
In the alley many times I hid from an inside hurt. 

In the alley we mourned for the dead, 
In the alley for a new birth we drank and danced 

hoping for it a easier life ahead . 

Pn the alley drunks threw up, 
rn the a 11 ey I grew u~_. 
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Respo'>">Sfl. 
The majority of Task Force members be-

lieve that an t i-male feelings and opinions 
do not fal J w1 thin the definition of "s ex-
l s m". '...:uch :;cnt. lmen t s could be :;cen as 
biased , prejudicial , or even discrimjna-
t ory , but, in our view, not sexist. 3exism , 
we believe, i s a poli tical , economic , ~ocial 
and i deological sys t em which systernmat ically 
supports the power and domination of one 
gender gr oup over another ( i. e ., i n our 
society , men over women , t o a great er or 
lesser extent depending upon one ' s race 
and/or class) . Sexism means the i ns t i-
tut ionalizat ion of that power imbalance , 
as reflected in our legal , familial , politi-
cal, r eligious , and economic i ns titutions . 
By defining anti-male s entiments as "sexis t , " 
we dis tort the meani ng and dilute the power 
of that word . We welcome further dialogue on 
this issue . 

Thus , no change has occurred in our policy. 
However , s imply because we have and believe 
in a parti cular policy does not preclude us 
from making errors for whi ch we must be 
accountable . Letters from our readers are 
vitally important, in that they challenge 
us and, hopefully , s t imulat e ongoing debat e 
a nd dialogue . 

By "heterosexist" a nd "ablebodiest" we 
mean ideas , behaviors and sys t ems which 
assume everyone is heterosexual or able-
bodied , and which oppress gay/Lesbian a nd 
disabled people . Such power imbalances 
are i ns t itut ional ized , as well , i n our 
society . 

We apprecia t e you sharlne; your ques t ions 
and concerns wi th us and we hope you will 
continue to do so, on these a nd other 
issues . 

ln Unity , 
The Newsletter Task Force 

General Practice-Family Law-Ci vi l Righte 

1:ina c]ean '/(och-
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

Sµecia /izinf!. in Womens Lel!,al Affairs 
PHONE 

1207) 7H ·82?3 
22 DEERING STREET 

PORTLAND, MAINE 

To The Collective : 
Because t he purpose of this newsletter 
is "to provide women with a forum 
for our feminist voi ces , " I assume it 
provides a forum for our r ace as wr•ll . 
The arti cle by Anna Kissed , "We Know 
\'/ho Yau Really kre" is one e pression 
of our rage. 

In reading Anna ' s arti cle , however, I 
have reminded myself of the importance 
of distinguishing between the social 
instituti ons which were created in part 
to oppress women, and the men (and 
women) livine with u s today who are 
condi t ioned by these institutions to 
perpetuate t he oJ pression of women. 

When feminis ts (or anyone el Ge) do not 
make t his distinction, their writing 
can appear to be sayi ne that men of 
today are not only r esponsible for 
having made t his culture fertile ground 
for the oppr ession of women, but also 
that they oppress women with conscious 
malice. 

In a newsletter created for women by 
women it is my hope that we can re-
n~in aware of the distinction (if in 
fact we find it valid) while also 
letting oursel ves feel the r ae-e P.nna 
is e::pressing. 

Barbara LeCl erc 

Dear Women of the Portland Women' s 
Communi ty Newsletter: 

I r ecently received and r ead your most 
r ecent issue. Thank you f or sending it to me . 
I~ writing to point out what I per-
ceive as a painful contradiction be-
tween the f ront cover copy ("Cel ebrat e 
~he Harvest") and the newspaper art-
i cle r eproduced on the last paee ( " US 
Seeks to Seize Indians ' College") . 11: dealine with the oppr es s ion of H~ 
tive Americans , it i s not only govern-
mental institutions t hat diminish the 
integrity of Indian peopl es ' reality 
and cul turc. Well ••intentioned women , 
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like ourselves , of t en do not hear what 
we are being told by those we want 
to support and make coalit ions with. 

Thanksgiving i s celebrat ed in large 
part at t he expense of Na t ive Amer-
icans with lip service bei ng gi ven t o 
t he role played by "good" Indians . Re-
claiming the holiday as a matriarchal 
harvest f est i val os t ens i bly initiated 
by our Pi l grim foremother s erases the 
reality of the white i nvasi on 0f t he 
continent and destruction. of the Indian 
way of life . 

I t i s not a ouestion of guilt. Rather 
there i s an owni ng up to t he r espon-
s ibil ities t hat we as committed f emin-
ists , pr edominantly white , must ac-
cept i f we are to work as e~uals with 
those who also suf f er under the pa-
triarchy. 

In addition, only s ome of us have 
"Pilgrim foremother s ". 

Thi s l etter i s not specifically in-
tended for publ i cation, although you 
are f r ee to print it (in i t s entirety) 
if you are so incl i ned. 

I wish you good luck with your pub-
lication. 

Sincer ely, 
Nancy K. Bereano,Editor 
Feminist Ser i es 

Mrs . Copy[ .,. 
• 4 77 Congress St. 

Village Green 
Portland, Maine 

Q uick Printing 
Pho1ocopy1ng 
T yping 
T ypesett ing 
lnv11,111011s 
Bu~11wss (,1rcb 
& S1,111011cr~· 

773-8001 

ast~ologer at large 
Hey You Dikes 

Here i t i s ••• an i'.'.'.st r ologi cal guide 
for lesbians . I ' ll t ake one s i gn per 
month and fill you in on how the uni-
verse affects us all . 

Attention : Taurus , Cancer , Vi rgo , 
Scorpio , and Pi s ces ! 

You ar e best suited for r elating 
with: Capri corn 12/21 - 1/ 19: a f em-
inine , earthy s i gn with ruling planet 
Sa turn. 
To all remaining si gns : You ' ll just 
have to work at i t . 

She ' s : tal ent ed, industri ous , courageous , 
deliberate , truthfult forceful , intuitive 
and or i gin.al 
She ' s : quick- t emper ed , painfull y f rank, 
pr one to fault-f inding, incurably orderly, 
headst r ong and unyielding, passionate , 
caut i ous . 
Her aloofness wi ll yiel d as soon as she 
becomes sure of her self and of you. 
She : loves compliments , l oves to be 
l oved. 
She ' s : very persistent , not impulsive 
about se::-: , conservat ive, l usty but 
wel l un&er control, afr ai d to f al l in 
love because she wants t o be sure i t s 
the r eal thing. 
She : needs t o feel secure and pro-
tected. Once commit t ed t o a l over , 
she isn ' t likely to withdr aw her affec-
tions . 
She ' s : an . al l or nothing woman, ex-
tremely loyal but must be l oved. and 
wanted i n return . 
Beware if you t ry t o hurt her , she 
won ' t fo r get or forgive . 
She ' s ; a separate and independent per-
son who insist s on living her own life . 
She ' l l never settle for a mer e l over 
as her lifel ong mate - she wants some-
one to satisfy al l her needs . 
She won ' t make allowances for your 
short- comings . 
She : likes to take t he l ead i n love-
making, doesn ' t l i ke sw.-prises , has 
seA.ia.l endurance and expects her lover 
to keep up . 
Her erogenous zones a.re her navel and 
t he back of her lmees . 

(e.on-h i '-'td a r- &,1/o,n ~f n~I( f ~)I 3. 



Wt;tn4 r, 9 r C ou.ra f L ~" +, ·,u.,.t!..d • , , 
Polly, a courageous woman in all our minds. She does it all. 

Women of right ous indignation, the courage we have to face each day in 
this world as dreamers , makers, dancers, s ingers, writers, gardeners, loving 
li fe as lesbians. 
One of my sisters left her husband and she is in pain. Hundreds of my 
s i sters are beaten every day in their homes, every day and they are in 
pa in. One of my sisters watched her baby die and she almost died too. 

My sist~rs who are Black> Chicana Hispanic are in pain because of their 
oppression. Their pain i s my pai n. They are all sisters. That pain 
is eas ier to bear because of you, Sister in my life. 

My ex-sweetie is biking t o Florida right now. She pedal s and our love 
survives. 

Karin dances in spite of .. . 
He lena makes her home in spite of .. . 
Deborah qu it her job in spite of .. . 
I muddled along in sp ite of ... 

A woman's place is in the house and in the senate. 

Fay Gelya Edna St. Vincent Millay Georgia O'Keefe Imogean Cunningham 
only to name a few .... What courage .. .. What thoughts of inspiration you 
a 11 have given me to one day add my name to the bottom of that 1 i st, 
Helen Roger-Eaton. 

Love is sometimes a hard word to say but not now because Mom rai sed 
seven kids and runs a business of her own and sti ll i s sane. 

The power, strength and the glory to overcome shall be ours . 
Shakespeare's Si ster To Be . 

Task Force Members 

Nicole d ' Entremont 
Diane Elze 
Jennifer Tarling 
Bunny Mills 
Ann Houser 
Avis Loring 

f~ HE BITES : 
To ~et to know her: proceed slowly and 

methodically, be cheerful and buoy-
any, be conservative in your views and 
expressions , and use humor - she ' s 
moody. 
Once you're in, the ties are strong 
and hard to break and well worth keep-
ing. 
Next month, my honey, Aquarius ! 

/1, • Zoota •.,;u.o.rk: Lesbian AstroloB'er At Larrre 

CONTINUING EDUCATION DIVISION 
Beg ins: F irst TC'ESDAY of each month. 

4 weeks, tues. thru thurs., 6-9pm 

TUITION for 12. CLASSES: 365 

HS :'-f iddle. . t . Portlnnd.~k. 773 - 0178 
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. . . 

As I read Melanie Kaye ' s words , honoring a nd mourning the Jewis h women who fought inside t he deat h camps , who resisted in the Warsaw Ghetto , who were deprived of the right to figh t back, whose names s urvi ved , and those whose names did not - "I want a button that says Pushy Jew. Loud Pushy Jew. Loud Pushy Jew Dyke." - I cried and laughed in appreciation of these courageous and affirming words , knowing , at the same time , how dangerous they are in these Jew-hating times . And, I shudder. I shudder, remembering a n article in Spare Rib , the .British feminis t journal, whose condemnat ion of the Israeli government ' s racist, sexist , classist and militaristic policies went far beyond an indictment of such policies, approaching too-closely the Jew-hatirl8 image I heard in childhood , "Jews are baby-killers. " I shudder, reading anti-Semitic stereotypes in l esbian-feminist literature . I shudder, hearing dismissals of anti-Semitism by lesbian-feminist women. I shudder , at the rhetorical statement that "anti-racist work subsumes the fight against anti-Semitism ," for I remember t oo well a similar argument being used by leftist men to ignore women, and by feminist women to ignore lesbians. I shudder , wondering who among us are allies of Jewish women. 
"Those who cannot remember the pas t are condemned to repeat it, " 

Santayana 

Before I can remember the past , I must learn of the past. Reading Nice Jewish Girls was only a beginning. And , while I learn more about Jewish herstory and oppression, and pay attention to the present , I must lis ten to my internal voices, fears and doubts . As I read about events , and discern anti-Semitic attitudes , behaviors and feelings around me, I find myself asking questions which raise red flags for me , signalling my own anti-Semitism. These ques tions include : "Can I discuss this with a Jewish friend?" "Can I ask a Jewish friend this part icular quest ion?" "Will I say the wrong thing ?" "Will I make her angry or hurt her?" Such questions reflect a self-protective shield , the oppression of others by silence and a lack of risk-taking. 
Nice Jewish Girls is a provocative book , essent ial reading for non-Jewish women if we are t o begin to understand and acknowledge Jewish oppression. 

/S. 



IS THF:RE A GREEN lX>T ON THIS IS ISSUE OF YOUD NI::WSLETTER? if so , then this 

is your last issue so resubscribe now !! Subscriptions are $8 (more if you 

can, l ess if you can ' t) . 

\le can always use more womanenergy to layout the newsletter. See calendar 
for time and date of editorial meetings . The Task Force i s still looking 
for the use of an electr ic typewriter for 1- 2 weeks around the layout 
dates . 

KEEP US UP TO DATE ON YOUR ADDRESS . NE\../SLETTERS /JlZ NOT FORWARDED. 

NAME Addr_e_s_s _______________________________ _ 

Amount Enclosed _ ___________ ( Checks may be ma.de payable to "The 
Community") 
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