GAY PRIDE WEEK 72
~June 17-25

HELLO——DURING THE WEEK OF JUNE 17-25, GAY PEOPLE IN BOSTON WILL CELEBRATE GAY PRIDE
WEEK AND THE THIRD ANNIVERSARY OF THE GAY LIBERATION MOVEMENT WHICH GREW OUT OF

THE CHRISTOPHER STREET UPRISINGS IN 1969. THOUSANDS OF GAY MEN AND WOMEN THEN TOOK

TO THE STREETS IN PROTEST AGAINST CENTURIES OF OPPRESSION; WHEN THE POLICE ATTACKED

THEY FOUGHT BACK! THIS IS A TIME FOR US TO COME TOGETHER, MEET NEW PEOPLE, TALK ABOUT

OUR PROBLEMS, AND ENJOY OUR LOVE. ALL GAY SISTERS AND BROTHERS ARE INVITED. TELL
ALL YOUR FRIENDS.

JUNE 17
SATURDAY

JUNE 18
SUNDAY

JUNE 19
MONDAY

JUNE 20
TUESDAY

JUNE 21
WEDNESDAY

JUNE 22
THURSDAY

JUNE 23

FRIDAY
JUNE 24

SATURDAY

JUNE 25
SUNDAY

JEWISH GAY WORKSHOP

Our families, our sexuality, our identities as Jews—-maybe even our politics as Jews

and whatever we can give each other as Jewish gays, at 2 pm 375 Norfolk Street,
Cambridge (off Cambridge St. near Inman Square)

HOMOSEXUALS AND RELIGION (postponed until after Gay Pride Week)

GAY YOUTH MEET AND MIXER

Problems we face with our families, our high schools, etc. How can we get together?

5 pm at St. John’s Mission Church 33 Bowdoin Street, Boston

GAY COMMUNAL MEAL (BRING WONDERFUL FOOD TO SHARE)

7 pm at St. John’s Mission Church

'SINGING IN THE RAIN a great musical for free at 9 pm South Station Cinema

23 South Street, Boston

GAY PEOPLE AND THE LAW, WELFARE

What are the laws? How can we stay out of jail? Welfare for gay people,

74 Joy Street on Beacon Hill at 7:30 pm.

MAEDCHEN IN UNIFORM an excellent 1930’s German movie about lesbians in

a girls’ school. FREE at 7:30 pm Charles St. Meeting House 70 Charles St. Boston
Followed by men’s and women’s workshops on their gay relationships

GAY PEOPLE VS. INSTITUTIONS——PRISONS AND HOSPITALS

What happens to homosexuals in these institutions? What can we do about it?

7:30 pm at Arlington Street Church 355 Boylston Street, Boston

GAY CANOLE LIGHT MARCH TO THE JAIL

10:30 March from Arlington St. Church to the Charles St. Jail to support gay prisoners.
I WANT WHAT I WANT a film about the changes of a transsexual
TRANSVESTITES AND TRANSSEXUALS getting together to talk about our uniquely
beautiful life and the problems we face. Other gay people interested will be getting
together at the same time to talk about our relationships, gender roles, etc.

7:30 pm at Old West Church 131 Cambridge Street, Boston

GAY PRIDE WEEK DANCE

WOMEN'S BAND 8:30 pm at Charles Street Meeting House $1.50 Donation.

GAY PARADE AND RALLY .

1:30 pm the parade begins at Copley Square and will go around the Boston Common
with stops at various places (bring beautiful banners and signs and music makers)
Rally and Picnic on Boston Common  Arts and Crafts Fair (bring your art) Bake Sale
WOMEN'S DANCE——SATURDAY NIGHT (more information later)

GAY PRIDE/CHRISTOPHER STREET CELEBRATION IN NEW YORK CITY

Buses will be leaving Boston early Sunday morning and returning that night . Tickets $10.

The' workshops listed are merely suggestions andwill be open to a lot of possibilities. Each night there will be small
discussion groups for anyone interested in just talking-- about coming out, problems, questions.
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 2621592 days and 492-4489 in the evenings

Everyone Invited
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Rag Blues 2

After a long winter, we finally have FAG RAG 3
ind hope every faggot will like it and every straight
man will come out or drop dead on reading it.

Many men have asked from time to time why we
appear so irregularly. Why not a predictable, exact
schedule?If we were a straight paper, or if straight
men were working on FAG RAG, it might be out
every month, every week, or even every day. (Some-
day perhaps it will.) But we are faggots with a lot
else to do. Making love, leaming to love one another,
our selves, our bodies, and making revolution. We
are not a bureaucracy nor a hierarchy nor even quite
an organization.

We are almost a paradigm of the gay liberation
community—at least what’s left of gay liberation
fronts. Everything is open, transitory, subject to
change. Not more than two or three people who
worked on LAVENDER VISION 1 (the faggot
section), FAG RAG 1, and FAG RAG 2 are still
in Boston. We have moved on, building our lives

and the. new life wherever we can—Chicago, Lawrence,
New Orleans, New York City, San Francisco, Madison,

Seattle, New Haven, and so on. Others have come to
Boston, ;

We reject the pig state and all its values of predicta-
bility, schedules, “work,” etc. We’d just as soon be
travelling or living marginally on our own than be
~owned by GM, USMC, GE, UCLA, GD, OSU, USA,
etc. “Freedom’s just another word for nothing left
to lose’” After destructuring our lives, we are not
about to restructure them (at least on a straight line,
hierarchy basis) for GLF, GML, GAA or even FAG
RAG. (Al this is not to say we are happy that more
doesn’t get done that needs to be done.)

We’ve spent a lot of time since last fall planning
FAG RAG 3. We wrote in the first issue, “‘the move-
ment for the liberation of Gay People should not
belong to a small group of people with exclusive
ideas.” And since then we’ve continued looking for
ways to bring Gay Male Liberation closer together
with faggots in bars, parks, the block, tearooms, rest
areas, and other of our traditional institutions. To
such an end, we had planned FAG RAG 3 as an issue
devoted entirely to faggotry in Boston. We met en-
thusiastically; prepared an interview with Sylvia
Sydney, but beyond that we haven’t been able to
move. ‘

We have partly filled our promise to “serve the
people” by working closely with Boston’s Gay Pride
Week Planning Committee. A whole series of our

WHAT DOES NOT CHANGE/

articles—gay youth, legal change, gay women,
mental patients, gay prisoners, and transvestism—
provide background for the workshops between
June 17 and 24. :

In the meantime, we have FAG RAG 3—living
within the schisms and chasms of Amerikkkan

faggotry. The paper and Boston GML survive—whether

as a saving remnant or a historical anachronism,

we’re not sure. Everywhere across the country,

the remaining pieces of the Gay Liberation Front
have continued to split and fall apart. At first we said
it was only a reorganization process, in which people
were leaving organizations and going to live their lib-
eration in gay communes and collectives. But several
communes (that drifted out of the GLF’s in Chicago,
Washington, New York, Boston and other places) have
since broken down and scattered into individual or at
most two or three people living together.

All the splits we face in Boston continue as des-
cribed in last issue’s “Fag Rag Blues” editorial. In
this issue a lot separates the consciousness among
the various articles. Differences appear, but they
are not simple ones—say betwee#i political and cul-
tural revolutionaries or between sexual liberation
gays and Red Book gays. These splits are not really
between groups within GML so much as splits with-
in ourselves. Each of us is fragmented—figments
of some whole we are as yet unable to form.

Occasionally we have been able to break down
the barriers and individualism that cut us all apart.
For instance, the section on poetry represents the
work of the Good Gay Poets who have been de-
veloping their work together in weekly meetings.

The Hoover article results from several drafts by
about four people and was read and discussed by
many more.

In the past we have not used any by-lines, because
each article has been the result of long discussion,
writing and rewriting in which all of us were involved.
Inevitably, our spirit might be expressed in one
particular voice, but that voice has in the past only
articulated the medium of which we have all been
parts. We have also hesitated to “credit” articles,
photos, or drawings to certain individuals because
that would seem to imply that those who edited,
typed, layed out and distributed the paper were
less noteworthy.

Despite our divisions, GML has not lacked
energy or activity. We have had dances (October,
March, April and May); at our pot luck dinners we

IS THE WILL TO CHANGE

have been able to get away from machination and
diatribe in order to eat and relax together. The

Gay Work Group has provided a way for us not only
to work together but also to support ourselves with-
out succumbing to the usual capitalist institutions.
The Gay Phone continues to ring and ring and ring;
we don’t have all the answers but we are always
answering the phone. The Good Gay Poets have
their first broadside on the street—free poetry for
the people. We have organized and participated in
demonstrations against the war, against the prison
system, the psychologists, and the politicians.

Despite all this activity, GML and FAG RAG have
not worked out all the contradictions that everyone
faces living within a capitalist-imperialist society.

In fact, in putting out FAG RAG 3 we have had to
by-pass quite a few. Obviously this is faster and more
efficient in the short run. And this has generally
been what has happened across the country: Gay
Activist Alliances have called for us to forget all
those troublesome contradictions contained with-

in individualism and inequality. They ask us to
overlook the divisions between black/white, men/
women, transvestite/butch, and get on with the
struggle against our oppressors. At least three
groups in Boston expect to push for forming some
sort of Activist Alliance during Gay Pride Week;

it is now only a question of time before Boston

has its own alliance. GML has long ago been rejected
by the New York GAA who refuse to even give

the FAG RAG away for free. How we will or

can relate to a similar group in Boston is still
unclear.

What then is the future of Boston’s GML and
FAG RAG (so far the two have been completely
joined)? Perhaps we will fill our promise of really
going into a deep and full representation of all
levels and aspects-of Boston’s “gay community.”
Perhaps we will rejoin with lesbians for an alto-
gether new format. Perhaps we will become a
collective like Radical Therapist. Perhaps we will
become a general “newspaper” for all Boston’s gay
groups. Perhaps we will become a magazine like
the DOB Focus (we don’t have to be tied to a news-
paper format). Perhaps, we’ll go the way of the
Gay Revolution Party’s Ectasy. They are now the
queer blue lights (see p. 22) putting gay dreams
into video tape. Whatever or wherever we will
be, you won'’t be able to ignore us angry, sassy
faggots.
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. FAG RAG, 91 River St., Cambridge, Mass. 02139.
was written and put together by Aaron, Allan Berube
Allen Young, Andy Kopkind, Bob Nalli, Bob Collins,
Bob, Bruce, Chuck Bevitt, Charles Draper, Charley
Shively, Craig Smith, Erick, George, Giles Kotcher, David
Harvey Blume, John Wieners, John Murray, John Mit-
zel, John LaPorta, Ken Beck, Larry Martin, Little
john, Louis Landerson, Mauricio, Mike, Patrick Hag-
gerty, Richard, Ron, Paul, Sylvia Sydney, Ted, Tanye,
Tony, and more whose names I can’t remember right now.

LOCAL GAY GROUPS

CENTRAL N.H. GAY LIBERATION FRONT

No phone— we live way up in the woods.
Please write Jeff Keith and Eddie Widdows, Box 92,
Salisbury, N.H. 03268. We want to meet other gay
people in N.H. to discuss problems of being gay and
how to fight for equality.

DAUGHTERS OF BILITIS

262-1592, 419 Boylston St., Room 406, Boston, Mass.
02116. Open to all women. Rap sessions every week on
being gay, occasional suppers, parties, sports, forums; public
education; political activities; publishes a monthly journal
FOCUS.

GAY MALE LIBERATION

354-1555, 354-1556, c/o Red Book, 91 River Street,
Cambridge, Mass 02139. GML is premised on consciousness-
raising around sexism towards the goal of sexual liberation
for all. It seeks a perspective for revolution based on the
unity of all people—i.e. there can be no freedom for gays
in a society which enslaves others through male supremacy,
racism, or economic exploitation (capitalism). Puts out
‘FAG RAG has prison and mental hospital committees,
‘consciousness-raising groups. Pot luck supper-get together;
7 pm every Wednesday at the Charles Street Meeting
House.

GAY CO-OP

536-3233. A group of gay men and women formed
to promote intergroup cooperation, to coordinate and
focus activities in meeting the needs of the gay community.

GAY PHONE :

354-1555, 354-1556. General raps on phone, informa-
tion on gay community events and groups, legal aid, medical
and psychiatric referral; V.D. information.

GAY SPEAKERS’ BUREAU:

266-5477 or write c/o DOB or HCHS, 419 Boy-
Iston Street, Boston, Mass. 02116. The speakers’ Bu-
reau co-ordinates the public speaking efforts of all
Boston’s gay groups.

GAY WAY

A radio program for the gay community, every
Friday evening from 8:30-9:00 pm, WBUR-FM (Boston
University), 90.9 mc.

HOMOPHILE COMMUNITY HEALTH SERVICE
266-5477. 419 Boylston St., Room 403, Boston,

Mass. 02116. A professional counselling service. Individ-

ual and group therapy, religious counselling, medical, legal,

and employment referral. HCHS’s attitude is that homo-

sexuality is a valid lifestyle. Fees based on ability to pay.

- Confidentiality assured.

HOMOPHILE UNION OF BOSTON

282-9181. P.O. Box 217, Dorchester Station,
Boston, Mass. 02124. A social, educational, civil rights,
and service organization for male and female homosex-
uals. Office at 1514 Dorchester Ave., Dorchester, open
evenings and Saturday afternoon (call first). Regular
meetings.

LESBIAN LIBERATION

354-8695 (or 354-8807). c/0 Women’s Center,
46 Pleasant Street, Cambridge, Mass. 02139. LL is a
group of radical feminist lesbians committed to radical
changes in this society and to building a community of
gay women who can help meet each others survival
needs. We have introductory meetings every Wed. night
at 6 pm at the Women’s Center. Every other week at 8
pm a discussion on some topic (e.g., racism, class,
legal hassles, personal relationships). Meetings open to
all lesbians. In process of opening lesbian hot line
(354 8695).

NORTHSHORE GAYS

354-1555, 354-1556, A group in Danvers, Peabody, Bev-
erly and surrounding towns are now organizing. Call Gay
Phone for more information.

STUDENT HOMOPHILE LEAGUE

288-8765, 776-7454. A social organization for
male and female homosexuals. Meets every Friday at
7:30 at St. John’s Church, 33 Bowdoin Street, Boston.
Call SHL for numbers and contacts at various local
colleges (MIT, BU, Harvard-Radcliffe, Tufts, Brandeis,
Boston State; etc.)

letters

Dear Friend,

Many thinks for sending us the two extra copies
of Fag Rag containing our photos.

For a long time, [ have wanted to say something
in answer to what was said in the editorial, re: the
fact that the two covers, front and back, contain-
ing “the romantic ‘pretty’ boy”” and Hal and myself
as the “older gay people.” was reflecting a view that
“flaunted” ageism.

Firstly, your photographer took our picture un-
asked. Ageism was not asking to be exhibited. Hal
and I did not ask to have attention brought to our
happy trip along the gay-way march. And as it was,
we chose to walk alone without being in any of the
organizations we had been identified with.

And finally as a sort of echo to it all, we were
almost persuaded to be interviewed, photographed
again and disected by one of the smoothest talkers
of the movement, all for the glory of GAY and the
randy whose pseudonym is wicked, nay wicker.

Older gays do feel left out, so we are grateful
that we were kept in. Please remember we all grow
old, and many of us are still active and full of good
spirits. So kindly send this to the writer of the
editorial or the one who was the photographer.

RIGHT ON TO THE GAY MOVEMENT!

Sincerely, B. L.

Fag Rag,

I hope you get it together and continue to print
your paper. I was very impressed with the sincere
and responsible attitudes so intelligently expressed
by the writer of “Fag Rag Blues” in your no. 2
issue. I can imagine the conflicts of interest you
people have putting out the paper. The most im-
portant point made in the article was the wide
range of individual opinions on the subjects of
“liberation” and “revolution,” and of gayness it-
self. The gay community will not become unified
under these politically oriented banners any more
than peace marches have stopped the war in Asia.

Having a newspaper to.present news concern-
ing the gay community and to present individual
opinion and articles is vital to the gay liberation
movement here. Fag Rag can provide the gay
community with a free exchange of ideas and
actions, I suggest you go to the bars and report
on what’s happening from person to person.
Granted they’re oppressive institutions but right
now they’re where the gay community lives and

grows,
Digit, Fag Rag! Get it together now!
Tony Vella
Fag Rag People,

I really dug this issue [no. 2], especially “Fag
Rag Blues” and “To Be 27, Gay and Corrupted.”
They contained a lot of feeling from the reality
I’'ve denied in myself and only lately have been
able to relate to in a good way.

I’d really like to help with the plans for the
Gay Growth Center. I've done some farming, so
if there are plans for a garden or something in
that line, I could be of help. Call Marty at 625-
7879. Smash sexism!

Hello,

I just got your current copy. I digit very much.

We have no bread, but I would like to contribute.
I am sending two pamphlets, one on the draft,
one on military resistance. Please print them in

the next issue.

Many of the articles are very true. “I Am 27”
is really there. “Fag Rag Blues™ hits me where I
live. Los Angeles Gay Liberation Front is no more,
and the same kinds of internal warfare killed us
that did in other GLFs like San Francisco and
Berkeley.

The answer is for gays to stop their macho
power trip, “I am more revolutionary than you”
and get down to organizing all the other 99% of
the gays that are outside the little haven.

I used to leaflet for our dances. I would hit
the Selma Street scene -- “hustlers” etc. -- and then
would report back to the meeting. Well, we don’t
want those etc.

Fuck it, man, I hope the pure ones (all two of
them) have it good.

Love, Peace,

Pete S.

- ~

READING MATERIAL

BOOKS

Homosexuul: Oppression and Liberation, by Dennis Altman,
Outerbridge & Dienstfrey, distributed by E.P. Dutton, 1971,
242 pp., $6.95 hardcover. No paperback edition yet. This
is really the first gay liberation book that outlines our poli-
tical ideas. The author, an Australian professor of govern-
ment, places the gay revolution in the context of women’s
liberation, black liberation and the counter-culture.

Homosexual Behavior Among Males: A Cross-Cultural and
Cross-Species Investigation, by Wainwright Churchill, Pren-
tice-Hall Prism paperback edition, 1971, 347 pp., $2.45.
Reprint of 1967 Hawthorn Books hardcover edition. The
author, who died a couple of years ago, wrote this book
before the birth of the gay liberation movement. Itisa
sound, rational response to the sickness and sin theories of
clergymen and psychiatrists. Dr. Churchill unfortunately
projects certain male chauvinist assumptions in his analysis.

Dancing the Gay Lib Blues: A Year in the Homosexual
Liberation Movement, by Arthur Bell, Simon & Schuster,
1971, 191 pp., hardcover. inside dope on the founding and
first year of New York’s Gay Activists Alliance (GAA).
Reads a bit like a gossipy expose. Good descriptions of
gay actions in New York City.

Homosexual Liberation: A Personal View, by John Murphy,
Praeger, 1971, 182 pp., $5.95 hardcover. One man’s ex-
perience coming out and getting involved in the gay move-
ment. Pleasant account of author’s experiences with New
York’s Gay Liberation Front (GLF). Contains excellent
chapter of literary criticism.

The Gay Militants, by Donn Teal, Stein & Day, 1971. De-
tailed journalistic and documentary account of gay libera-
tion’s background, beginnings and first year of action and
consciousness.

The Gay Mystique: The Myth and Reality of Male Homo-
sexuality, by Peter Fisher  Stein & Day, 1972, 258 PP-s
$7.95 hardcover. The author, a member of New York’s
Gay Activists Alliance (GAA), offers a straightforward,
unapologetic, detailed, not-very-critical description of the
world of the male homosexual. His apparent refusal, how-
ever, to deal with the relationship between gay liberation
and the feminist and third world liberation movements
makes this book often seem like a plea for white male

homosexuals to obtain the privileges and position of
white male heterosexuals.

Out of the Closets: Voices of Gay Liberation, edited by
Karla Jay and Allen Young, Douglas Books, distributed by
World Publishers, 1972 (mid-summer), out simultaneously
in hardcover and paperback. Contains about 50 selections
by lesbians and gay men, including reprints from gay peri-
odicals and many original articles. Photo illustrated.

The Gay Liberation Book: Gay Men’s Anthology (tentative
title), edited by Len Richmond and Gary Noguera, Ram-
parts Press, 1972 (autumn). Contains writings by gay libera-
tion activists as well as by famous gays such as Paul Good-
man, Gore Vidal and Allen Ginsberg. Dozens of entries
including some from overseas. Illustrated with photos and
drawings.

Sappho Was a Right-oﬁ Woman: A Liberated View of
Lesbianism, by Sidney Abbott and Barbara Love, Stein &
Day, 1972 (summer or autumn).

PAMPHLETS

Sexism, Racism and White Fuaggots in Sodomist Amerika,
by Nick Benton, 16 pp., 25 cents, order from The Effemi-
nist, Box 4089, Berkeley CA 94704.

Come Out Anthology, $1.25, order from Times Change
Press, Penwell, Washington NJ 07882.

PERIODICALS

COME OUT! Box 233 Times Square Sta., New York NY
10036. Quarterly. 50 cents for sample copy.

GAY SUNSHINE Box 40397 , San Francisco CA 94140.
Monthly. 50 cents for sample copy.

THE ADVOCATE Box 74695, Los Angeles CA 90004.
Every other week. $4 for 13 issues.

FOCUS: A JOURNAL FOR GAY WOMEN c/o Daughters
of Bilitis, 419 Boylston St., Boston MA 02116. Monthly.

$5 a year.

PROUD WOMAN Box 8507, Stanford CA 94305. Month-
ly. $5 a year.

THE BODY POLITIC 4 Kensington Ave., Toronto 2B,
Ontario, Canada. 50 cents for sample copy. $2 for 6 issues.
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Clyde A. Tolson, Associate Director of the F.B.I. and
close personal friend of J. Edgar Hoover, walking his usual
respectful step behind the chief during an investigation in
1942. Mr. Tolson, like Mr. Hoover a bachelor, was part of
Mr. Hoover’s strict schedule and had lunch and dinner with
him six times a week beginning in 1920’s.

-Photo caption in The New York Times,
May 5, 1972

And now he’s dead. I was really happy and relieved when

I heard about it. I know some other bad guy will take his
place, but at least he’s gone. In the bar that night after his
death -- the usual crowd cruising, laughing, playing areund --
but every now and then somebody yelled out, “He’s dead!”
and everybody cheered.

We all know about Hoover being a “bachelor,” the rumors

about him and Clyde Tolson (who inherited Hoover’s house,
dogs and money), and how careful Hoover was in selecting
his F.B.1. agents (men only, and with certain specified phy-
sical characteristics). We’ll probably never know for sure if
he was a homosexual, but I think we can be pretty sure it’s
true.

But we have to get beyond the smirks of some liberals
and radicals who seem secretly pleased at the fact that they
can associate Hoover and fags. It’s important for us as gay
‘people to figure out what Hoover’s life was all about. He
was a homosexual (even if a total closet case), and he also
was the head of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, one of
the most destructive and oppressive agencies in America.
How does that fit in with “gay is good”’?In some ways we’d
like to pass it over (“he was an exception”). ButI don’t
think we should.

Forgetting about Hoover for a minute...I think about the
typical sex ad: “white, straight-looking gay male 21 seeks
same - please no fems, freaks or druggies.” Or the bars -
I’m always chasing after the good-looking, strong men. And
how do most of us faggots feel about women and black
people and transvestites and fems and all the people who
don’t have the kind of beauty and power -- straight beauty
and power -- that we desire?

It connects up to the whole concept of straight male
power -- the phenomenon of control and domination. Isn’t
it clear that the F.B.I. or Nixon, the typical high school
principal or college dean, and most men in the roles of
“father”” or “husband” are into the same thing?

Try tolook at it this way: Examine the big institutions,
the E.BI. and the White House, and the two men associa-
ted with them, Hoover and Nixon. Think about how they
possess power and how they use it...it reminds me of us.
Think about how we relate to other gay people or how peo-
ple relate in general, about how our choices are focused on
the basis of who has power. Either we use power to get
what we want or we cling to someone else’s power because
we feél we don’t have any power of our own.

Everything gets perverted in this kind of system where
the quest for power is central. Queers - who pretty much
lack most of that power (I think my earliest sense of iden-
tification was probably with the word “sissy’’) often grab
for that power when it’s available. Hoover - the misled
queer in the extreme -- got drawn into all that male supre-
macy and grabbed after that gorgeous power and used it
over and over again, never caring about those in his way.

Every time a new sex-power fantasy. Aren’t alot of us
after this same fantasy? Reminds me of going home from
a bar with a boy after spending the whole night cruising
him - and he is so beautiful, cool, aloof. Getting home
.and him saying, “I really want to fuck you.” Ang all
this incredible fucking energy coming out of him and me
just getting fucked. And then him getting up and leaving.
No words. We don’t talk when we see each other again in
the bar - we’re too busy doing the same thing with new

fantasies. And it seems most other people are doing the
same thing.

What goes on in gay male bars is sort of a caricature of
the action going on in elite , primarily male groups (like
the F.B.L) These groups function for the preservation of all
the basic structures of American society -- capitalism, puri-
tanism, racism and sexism. The list goes on forever: the

“ F.B.IL., the president and his close confidantes, the congress,

the Church of Cardinal Spellman and Cardinal Cushing, the
police, sports teams, rock bands, prisons, corporation heads,
college trustees, the Green Berets, the entire military (more
about these groups later).

In the long run of course, we get hurt. We’re merely
used. As a gay high school student I got the job of “mana-
ger” for the basketball team. This was a powerless position
(glorified towel boy) but it put me in close and friendly
contact with the powerful straight men, including the star
athletes and the coach. My own sense of being an isolated
sissy and my desperate desire to be part of the athletic
world made me subservient to those powerful straight
men, and yet I was an integral part of the male supremacist
sports world of my high school -- which in high school
society is the institution which focuses most clearly on
male power and competition, and points-up the “basic in-
feriority” of women, faggots and other weaklings.

How many homosexuals are attracted to a military ca-
reer or the priesthood searching for a little bit of power?
The idea of a world filled with strong young men, in the
case of the military, or a world where marriage isn’t a re-
quirement for respectability, in the case of the priesthood,
can be attractive to homosexuals. We can’t be “embarassed”
(as Peter Fisher wrote in The Gay Mystique) about homo-
sexuals in the military. We need to understand why they
are there.

The straight world gives us a chance to have a little bit of
power and ' it’s so precious . We won’t give it up. It’s just
S0 crazy, our choosing to maintain all this “normalcy” (men
and power on top) when it’s that same “normalcy” that
keeps us “abnormal.”

Hoover was living proof that straight society provides a
male supremacist outlet for homosexual men and that such
men, if they function within the scheme of male dominance,
are an integral part of that straight society. We recognize
that such homosexuals may choose such a role out of the
need to obtain the power that they feel is not really a part
of their own selves. But we also realize that to act upon
these feelings is not only self-defeating, but also fucks over

other people. Thus we realize the temptation and the danger

of male dominated institutions.

This has a lot to do with the way a lot of gay people re-
late to straight society. It explains homosexual prep school
teachers, football coaches, F.B.I. men, and so on. There are
other gay people who relate in a different way to a male
dominated society. Their participation in male supremacy

is different -- they get satisfaction out of serving the men who

wield the power. This explains the hairdresser who must up-

" hold sexist beauty standards. This explains the artist who

seeks approval of the male public (Tennessee Williams, Andy
Warhol). This explains the many teachers and bureaucrats
who get satisfaction from serving heterosexual parents and
straight society. And just like everybody else in this society,

gay people get fucked over by trying to serveThe Man, rather
. thah themselves.

As I've already noted, male supremacy also relates to the
way gay people deal with others, on a one-to-one basis. Ma-

goes Underground

ny gay men are very Oppressive towomen: they
say they are boring, superficial, weak. Many
gay men like to assume the role of Johr Wayne
in gay relationships. For us all, male chauvinist
behavior patterns have become a part of our
style. We talk, but don’t listen. We see the
world through masculine eyes only.. We sexu-
ally objectify one another. We are constantly
on power trips with one another.

It isn’t all that simple, of course, especially
when it comes to our work.. Much of what we
do comes from our need for economic survival.
It’s hard for faggots to find jobs. Oppressive
“gay jobs” often provide us the only means
to make money in a society where money is
essential for food, clothing and shelter. Part
of saving ourselves and creating a decent life,
however, is giving up those jobs.(or relating to
them with a better understanding of what they
do to us), and seeking new ways to survive.

We have yet to create enough satisfying al-
ternatives which meet our economic needs and
allow us to be openly gay. Some things have
happened, however. Across the country, fag-
gots are creating new alternatives -- gay com-
‘munes, for example. Communal living, with
people sharing their things, breaks down a lot
of alienation. We can live together; we don’t
have to remain isolated. Some people are
working toward gay mental health groups
(leaming new skills and supporting ourselves
financially), gay theater, poetry and art
groups. Not enough yet, but as more people
leave straight-defined work jobs and organi-
zations, viable alternatives will be created
with their release of energy. Gay brother-
hood - which depends on people being out
of the closet -- is part of that attempt to sur-
vive in a new way, without yielding to all
those male power values and what’s called
“normalcy.” -

It isn’t all that easy, but luckily for us,
“normalcy” is being destroyed on many fronts.
We’re catching on to all the lies about Ameri-
ca -- about Vietnam, about black people,
about “good” jobs and “happy”” homes and fa-
milies -- and the lies about ourselves which still
circulate in our fantasy worlds (about how
ugly and wimpy we are, and how beautiful and
together they are).

We’ve accepted that of course we’re after the
manly types because we’ve been led to believe
that that’s what’s beautiful. And we’ve never
questioned why we end up being hurt with
that kind of clutching love. We’ve accepted a
lot about love and pain and losing out, too.
We’ve accepted a lot about being losers. Caught
up in so many lies about love. But I think I
understand a little more about why I do that

‘and why it fouls me up. Because that image of

love is all tied up with power and it stands in
the way of full and equal love relationships not
based on power trips.

It’s the lies that keep us separated. One of
the many ways people in power hold onto that
power is by keeping most of the people isolated
into little powerless groups and maintaining ten-
sion among these groups. For example, there’s
the “silent majority” against the “creeps” (just
about anybody you don’t like. Black/white,
rich/poor, straight/hip, straight/gay, old/young)
-- and just about everybody gets hurt. We begin
to live on those separations instead of breaking
them down and trying to help each other. We
support them out of a need for self-defense --
defending ourselves from “the other side” --
instead of confronting the people on top who
are really hurting us.

Maybe if I tell you about Mom and me, you
will have a better sense of what [ mean when I
talk about this process of separation. She lives
in a small town, pretty isolated from things.
She knows about the war and what’s happen-
ing in this country from the TV, and she votes
for NiXon. The whole area where she lives is
economically depressed because of the war.
Everybody including her is getting wiped out.
And me -- I left a long time ago because I could
not stand the place and I was gay and small

{continued on page 23)
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GAY PRIDE WEEK

P

@ GAY JEWISH WORKSHOP @

Be Gay, Be Jewish (if you’re Jewish)

I’'ve had two experiences with Jewish gay work-

shops, both of them good. The first was in Wash.,
D.C., way back in October, at a broader conference

of young Jews. 1 had come out just recently, and was

far more in touch with feelings of who I was.
The workshop and the conference in general re-
leased a lot of gay, Jewish feeling. In that first
strong surge of feeling about my identity as a
Jewish homosexual, I began to feel love, love, love
for a Jewish boy with whom I went to the confer-
ence. And it had a world to do with an awareness
of him as a Jew, and a bond of sensitivity that
evolved between us because of that. If it sounds
tackily overstated, it felt as gushily new as all that.
He and I still live together and are usually some-
where on the borderline between friends and
lovers, (without meaning to deny the time left
over for tension and/or growing pains).

The second workshop was in Madison, at
the Gay conference last Thanksgiving. Ten or so
people came and it was the workshop with which
I identified most. I think most of the people in
it felt that too. It ranged from talks about our fam-
ilies, our sexuality, to feeling most comfortable
with each other ih dealing with the political
issues that arose at the conference, (such as black
men’s feeling that their identity and culture was
being squeezed out of the conference), to pleanty
of nice Jewish campiness.

When I think ahead to Gay Pride Week, I know
I want an opportunity to be with other Jewish
faggots. I don’t have many preconceptions of
what such a get-together would be. I know some ,
things I would like to talk about, but feel that
pretty much anything that happens would be
good. I suppose one of the few failings of the
Madison workshop was that people had so much
to say and there really wasn’t that much space for
it at a busy conference. If you feel like talking
before Gay Pride Week, Harvey and Richard can
be reached at the Gay Phone, 354-1555. Mazel!

) TRANSVESTITES {

We transvestites have to take care of ourselves, be-
cause, as past history shows, no other homosexual is going
to doit. With all of Boston’s gay organizations, there are
none that speak to us. Some are tokenly open to us but
they don’t do a damn thing for us.

Most gays either hate us, are scared of us or, at the
very most, see us as entertaining or amusing. They should
be proud that we are members of the gay community.
Looking back on the events of the last two years, it was
half-sisters and upfront faggots who started the Stonewall
riots which heralded the birth of the gay liberation move-
ment. It wasn’t the butch numbers but the screaming
queens.

Even when other gay people can get jobs and secure
apartments, we find it impossible. Because of a lack of un-
derstanding of our innermost feelings and our valid life-
style we have lost our jobs, homes, family and friends.

Drag is a valid life-style for me and my half-sisters and
half-brothers. We’re told that drag is a frivolous, unecess-
ary, counter-revolutionary act. Why is it so normal and
“revolutionary” to look like a man? As a faggot, i hate
manliness. I hate butchness. I hate cockpower and i don’t
want to masquerade as something that wants the extinction
of me and other gay brothers and lesbians.

I’ve been forced to be a man for too long already.
I’m tired of apologizing for my existence. I can’t hide me.
You can’t hide me either.

“Revolutionary” gay men mock transvestites. Their
thetoric tells men to wear a dress to smash manhood—*“Be
a fiery femme.” You can’t make yourself into something
which you are not. This mockery oppresses us. They can
flaunt revolutionary drag for the theatrical effect and wear
their “man” drag to be safe. If i dress as a man, i feel very
uncomfortable and out of place. If i can’t relate to myself
and other transvestites and transexuals, i can’t relate to
anyone else. And if the gay revolution can’t relate to us,
you’ll drown in your own rhetoric. We’re gonna be liber-
ated, so educate yourself, world. There’s really no holding
us back.

Some of us thought, what with gay pride week com-
ing up, we’d have a get-together of transvestites and trans-
sexuals to celebrate our uniquely beautiful life-style and
to talk with one another.

r

In cooperation with the Gay PRIDE WEEK com-
mittee, FAG RAG is publishing background material
Jor some of the workshops. A full schedule of these
and other planned events is on the back cover. In
printing material for the Tuesday night workshop
(or any other), we do not necessarily put this for-
ward as a part of FAG RAG itself. An article on
Homosexuals and Institutions (relevant to Wednes-
day’s workshop) is on p.6.

GAY WOMEN
s

Over a year ago, I wrote a letter to the D.O.B.
FOCUS in which I pointed out the separation
which existed between gay women and gay men.
Further, although gay people were attempting to
dispel straight fantasies and misconceptions
about us by confronting them with our thoughts
and feelings, gay women and gay men seemed un-
willing to confront each other.

With Gay Pride Week approaching, I ex-
perience a renewed desire for strength and unity
among gay people, yet also I wonder how much we
have accomplished in-that direction. Many gay
women identify and align themselves more strongly
with Women’s Liberation than Gay Liberation.

+ This is due in part to the fact that Women’s Liber-

ation has become directed toward concrete goals
and has established forceful, articulate leadership.
There is, however, another possibility that is some-
what disturbing—gay women have dealt with their
feelings of oppression by directing them at male
chauvinism and Women’s Liberation has become
the buffer between them and straight society. Most
gay men seem content for the women to remain
there. From gay women I have heard sounds of
anger, hostility and distrust towards men, gay men
included. But these feelings have been largely
articulated among themselves. Gay men, faced
with the charge of male chauvinism, have dis-
cussed, among themselves, what they might do
to become less oppressive and less motivated to
respond to women in culturally conditioned
patterns of behaviour. Little has been heard con-
cerning their feelings about women and whether
these statements are validated by the reality of
their own experiences.

When the Gay Pride Week Committee was
discussing plans for proposed workshops, one
of which is to be centered around the film
MAEDCHEN IN UNIFORM, there was a general

v GAY YOUTH

The draft is one of several problems of particular
concern to young gay people. During Gay Pride
Week, gay people under 21 will get together to
discuss these issues and to share some common
ground - perhaps for the first time. The Gay
Youth workshop will be held Sunday, June 18,
at 5 p.m. at the St. John Mission Church, 33
Bowdoin St., Boston. Possible plans for an
on-going Gay Youth group will be discussed.

For further information, call the Gay Phone,
354-1555.

To: Local Board no. 71
and All Gay Persons in. Amerika

Greetings;

Having received a lottery number of eleven
(2/18/53), and being unwilling to lend my services
to, or expose myself to danger for, a society which
has defined me as sick and immoral, I am motivated
to claim the exemption indicated by the enclosed
letter.

I further wish'to state that should my draft
classification remain unaltered and I find myself
entering the armed forces in 1973, I will not recog-
nize any law, ruling, or preventative measures
against overt homosexual behavior to have any vali-
dity, and that on every opportunity, in the true spirit
of the Gay Liberation Front, I will attempt to intimi-
date the armed forces and persons within to an
acceptance, condonement, and involvement with
homosexuality.

Be warned!

Gay love to all,

Charles Bevitt
SS no. 19715343

N GAY LEGAL &

At the workshop on Gay People and the Law,
we hope not only to answer questions about the
laws oppressing us but also to organize some relief
The laws aligned against us are many and formidable.
Remedial action will be discussed for several
problems: The GLOBE’s refusal to print advertise-

feeling that discussions might best be conducted with, .+ from DOB. HCHS. GML. and other gay
) ? >

men and women in separate groups because “the
women feel uncomfortable talking with the men ”
I must ask just who will be feeling uncomfort-
able? And secondly, is comfort the most impor-
tant consideration?

groups. Police enticement at the rest areas on
Rt. 95 and 93 (lawyer R. Rubino will speak on
progress in legal defense there). Being either a
faggot or lesbian on welfare. Problems of child
custody, adoption, police and court brutality;

Fear, impotence, and guilt can all be embodied §iscrimination in housing, employment

within anger. Anger is much feared and maligned
within our society. Itis to be kept hidden within
individuals, within groups. Each of us has per-
fected certain emotional gymnastics to keep from
divulging our anger at other people—particularly
those we love. If women dre angry at men, why

(continued on page23)

and other areas.

We hope to launch a campaign to repeal
present discriminatory laws against sodomy,
solicitation and lewd-lascivious conduct. Presently
““whosoever committs the abominable and detest-
able crime against nature, either with mankind or a

{continued on page 21)
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GML ZAPS Witchdoctors

Twice this spring we have confronted professional
psychologists — at the Eastern Psychological Associa-
tion, April 27-28, and at the Massachusetts Psycholo-
gical Association, May 12-13.

At the EPA we presented four demands:

I. We demand the EPA and other such associa-
tions use their influence to put an end to the use of
all drugs and experimentation (lobotomies, electro-
convulsive shock treatment, castration) developed by
psychology as instruments of coercion and punish-
ment used on homosexuals and others (3rd world,
women, poor) locked in prisons and mental hospi-
tals.

II. We demand an end to similar practices in out-
patient therapy.

III. We demand that this EPA convention public-
ly repudiate all psychological and psychiatric theo-
ries, studies and literature which aid in sexist op-
pression.

IV. We demand that members of the EPA and
professional community seek forms of counseling
in existing institutions which call into question the
principles underlying oppressive, sexist attitudes,
and forms of therapy which conform more fully to
the real needs of all “patients” involved.

Along with members of the Mental Patients
Political Action Committee, we demanded $1,000
for GML and MPPAC in order to organize mental
patients.

After we presented the demands, there-was scat-
tered applause. Then several speakers from EPA
complained about what they called the “poor word-
ing” of the demands and asking whether this was a
resolution presented by an EPA member. Several
EPA members then offered to sponsor a resolution
supporting the demands, and after a very brief dis-
cussion, a vote was taken, with the demands de-
feated 221-120.

We then walked up to the speakers’ table, ripped
out the microphone, threw water on the presiding
officer, and left, shouting “Bullshit! Bullshit!”
along with representatives from Radical Therapists,

Science for the People, MPPAC, and other sympathi-
zers.

At the MPA we decided not to bother with the
formal business meeting; instead we questioned the
Commiissioner of Mental Health about shock and drug
therapies. He replied by urging us to come see him
and “talk it over.” In the pamphlet we passed out,
we challenged three of their assumptions:

First: We find any analysis insidious which defines
legitimate political rage as pathological. Any system
which would define and control the expression and
level of dissent is terrifying; it would cap all future
struggles for liberation and lead us to stagnation. Can
we trust any society to dictate the terms of its own
dialectical alternative? The racist implications of such
a system are clear; for its,first victims in prisons and
ghettos would be Black and other Third World people.

Second: We cannot accept an analysis of human
sexuality which divides people into two camps --
heterosexuals and homosexuals. The gay liberation
movement has been dedicated to the elimination, not
the reinforcement, of the distinction between hetero-
sexual and homosexual, masculine and feminine. As
long as human beings are forced to channel their sexu-
al energy into rigidly defined roles, there will be re-
pression. As long as there is repression there will be
violence and oppression. It is important to note that
such repressive channeling of sexual drive has been
based, in our society, upon a contempt for those
characteristics most closely associated with women
and feminity: tenderness, sensitivity, etc.

Third: We find inadequate the clinician’s common
view that, because of professional ethics, he or she
must comply with any homosexual patient’s desire to

ask to be “cured” of homosexuality, they are acting,
most likely, upon the prejudices which have been in-
grained in them (and us all) and which teach that homo-
sexuality is a sickness, perversion, unnatural, etc. All
individuals must understand better the role that social
indoctrination has played in the development of

their feelings toward themselves. Consequently, any
therapist who interviews such patients and who does
not help them discover the nature and origin of their
desire to be “cured,” is doing such patients a great
disservice.

Several representatives of gay organizations ap-
peared at the New England Regional Hearing of the
Democratic National Platform Committee in Boston
May 30 to make a political presence and to tell the
Democratic Party what they wanted.

The scene was Fanueil Hall, the red brick building
at the edge of Boston Harbor where 200 years ago
agitators like Samuel Adams and John Hancock
urged their sisters and brothers to throw off the
shackles of a tyrannical rule. The title of the hear-
ing, appropriately, was “Rights, Opportunities and
Political Power.”

Among the speakers was Elaine Noble, a represen-
tative of Boston’s Daughters of Bilitis, who suggested
that anti-homosexual prejudice is rooted in our na-
tion’s puritan tradition. She quoted the author H.L.
- Mencken, who once defined American puritanism-as
“the lurking fear that someone somewhere is happy.”
She said that we are ruled by an “‘archaic family
structure,” and she proposed that the Democrats
support a review of Federal Civil Rights legislation
adopted in the 1960s to extend to gay people pro-
visions guaranteeing equal housing and equal em-
ployment rights.

Emest Reaugh of Albany, N.Y., appeared as of-
ficial spokesperson of the National Coalition of Gay
Organizations, which drafted a Gay Rights Platform
when it met in Chicago last February.

The representative of Boston’s Gay Male Libera-
tion, appearing in a long robe/dress, told the austere
assembly of delegates that the procedure was farci-
cal. GML’s list of ten demands presented to the
delegates is printed below. Despite their discom-
fort at seeing a male wearing a dress and hearing a
faggot using the word “faggot”, the delegates listen-
ed attentively and politely.

Two of the delegates in particular were sympa-
thetic enough to the gay presentation to stop to
rap with the gay people. They were Chris Arterton,
a McGovern delegate, and Jim Pitts, representing
Shirley Chisholm.

+ + +

be ““gured.”” When patients come to a therapist and

"LIST OF GML DEMANDS

We urge that the following principles be incor-
porated in the 1972 Democratic Party Platform:
1. We demand an end to any discrimination based on
biology. Neither skin color, age nor gender should be
recorded by any government agency. Biology should
never be the basis for any special legal handicap or
privilege.
2. We demand an end to any discrimination based on
sexual preference. Everyone should be free to pursue
sexual gratification without fear of rape. Governments
should neither legalize nor illegalize these forms of
gratification. And no one should be restrained in move-
ment (either immigration or emigration), in employment,
in housing or in any other way for being a faggot or a
lesbian.
3. The United States Government ghould not only end
discrimination based on dressing habits but should
positively encourage more imaginative clothing. No
member of the armed forces or other government agency
should be forced to wear a “uniform” to conform to
either biological gender or hierarchical position. For
instance, if they prefer, women should be allowed to
wear short hair and pants; males, to wear long hair and
dresses.
4. All economic discrimination against faggots and
lesbians should be ended. We should not be denied
either employment nor promotion because of our
sexual preference or dress habits. We should have the
same tax advantages as heterosexuals living in nuclear
families. And like all people, we should have free
access to sufficient food, housing, medical service and
transportation in order to lead a full and rewarding
life. We specifically support a guaranteed annual in-
come of $5,500 for every individual, and we call for a
redistribution of the national wealth. Resources and
power must be taken from straight, white, heterosexual
men and redistributed among all the people.
5. We call for an end to all government (or other) re-
search on “homosexuality”. Our preference is no di-
sease; all chemical, electrical or hypnotic “treatments”
to “cure” us should be outlawed. Government funds
now being used for “mental health” should be given to
groups of lesbians, faggots and other “mental patients”

Gays Goniront Dems

50 that they may organize themselves in counseling and
community centers to administer to their own needs.

6. Rearing children should be the common responsi-
bility of the whole community. Any legal rights parents
have over “their” children should be dissolved and each
child shold be free to choose its own destiny. Free
twenty-four hour child care centers should be estab-
lished where faggots and lesbians can share the respon-
sibility of child rearing.

7. All lesbians or faggots now imprisoned for any ‘“sex
crime” (except rape) should be released immediately from
brigs, mental hospitals or prisons. They should be com-
pensated at $2.50 an hour for each hour of their con-
finement and all records of their incarceration should be
destroyed. Lesbians and faggots imprisoned on other
charges should be protected from beatings and rape at the
hands of their jailors or inmates, and no one should be
denied quick release or parole for engaging in “homo-
sexual acts” while confined.

8. We call for an end to all aggressive armed forces. We
support the Vietnamese people’s Seven Point Peace Program
Program and call for the total withdrawal of all United
States and United States-supported air, land or naval for-
ces from Vietnam. Moreover, we call for the return of
all United States troops to within the United States
borders as the most effective way to end American
imperialism.

9. Within the United States, we call for a disbanding of
all armed forces, secret police (FBI, CIA; IRS, Narcotics
squads, etc.), and uniformed police. Arms should be
used only to protect the people and to prevent rape. For
this purpose we call for the formation of a people’s
police to be organized by those now most subject to
police brutality: third world groups, women, lesbians,
faggots and poor people generally. ‘

10. We call for the self-government and self-determina-
tion of all peoples irrespective of national, sexual, party,
race, age or other artificially imposed categories. Our
liberation cannot be complete as long as any person is the
property or the slave of another in any way. All coercion
and dominance must end, equality must be established
and we must search together for new forms of coopera-
tion.
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PSYCHIATRY: CURE

exuality and

OR DISEASE ?

SHOCKER

These illustrations come from catalogues and operators’
manuals of LEHIGH VALLEY ELECTRONICS, Box
125, Fogelsville, Pennsylvania 18051, (215 )285-4211.

f’ront View

tient of words and phrases he considered evocative of as-
pects of homosexuality that he found exciting. These slides
were projected at ten-second intervals. The patient read
each one aloud. As soon as he finished reading he received
a painful electric shock through electrodes attached to his
fingertips. Following the 14 slides, one was projected that
related to aspects of normal sexuality.” (emphasis mine)
Each patient received a total of 1,050 shocks during treat-
ment. :

MacCulloch and Feldman report a different method
of treatment ((British Medical Journal, 1967:2). With this

method *“the patient viewed a slide of a man and was instruc-
ted to leave it on as long as he found it attractive. After
eight seconds he received an electric shock if he had not re-
moved the slide by means of a hand switch with which he
was provided. The shock continued until he removed the
slide.”

As the pharmaceutical industry grinds out new and
better drugs, these are rapidly being absorbed into aver-
sive conditianing therapy programs. This is the case of suc-
cinylcholine, and apomorphine.

Succinylcholine as a modifier of “acting-out” behavior
at Atascadero was the subject of an article in the July, 1970,
issue of Clinical Medicine. The article suggests that the use
of this drug is an economical and time-saving method of con-
troling aggressive behavior. Succinylcholine is ordinarily
used before electroshock treatment to decrease the danger

Baen : G CRA
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Snaps

Recently, there has been a great deal of heated dis-
cussion concerning the use of objectionable forms of psy-
chiatric treatment with prison and mental institution in-
mates. Within the last six months, articles have appeared in
the Congressional Record, Radical Therapist, The Los An-
geles Advocate, Gay Sunshine, Medical World News , and
The Boston Globe. >

This question was the subject of a symposium, spon-
sored by the Medical Committee for Human Rights, the Am-
erican Civil Liberties Union, which took place at the UCLA
Medical Center on April 8. Almost all of these discussions
mention homosexuality, and yet amidst all the righteous in-
dignation that emanates from them, there has been no de-
tailed account specifically concerning homosexuality and no
discussion on the significance of the inclusion of homosex-
uality with other forms of “psychiatric problems” treated
thusly: drug addiction, schizophrenia, frigidity, anxiety.

These objectionable forms of psychiatric treatment
include psychosurgery, aversive conditioning therapy, and
drug therapy. Dr. Peter Breggin of Washington, D.C., in
his entry into the February Congressional Record, asserts
that psychosurgery is becoming quite popular. Promotion-
al articles are appearing in Newsweek, Medical World News,
and Psychiatric News, and Breggin cites a number of doc-
tors who report a steady flow of patients undergoing psy-
chosurgery. This operation, as defined by Dr. Breggin in a
Radical Therapist article, constitutes “a deadening opera-
tion that involves deliberate, irreversible damaging of an in-
dividual’s brain for the purpose of altering behavior that
others have deemed undesirable.” Among the victims of
this operation are depressed middle age women, drug addicts,
and very young children. It has also been reported as a me-
thod of “treatment” for homosexuality.

In an article in Confinia Neurologica (1966) a certain
Dr. E.D. Roeder, of Gottingen, Germany, reports having
performed psychosurgery upon a “case of intractable pedo-
phelia.”” There is no further reference to the patient’s psy-
chiatric history. The effect of the operation is stated as fol-
lows: ‘“Potency was weakened but preserved.” The
2-page article concludes by saying that the “aberrant sexu-
ality of this patient was considerably suppressed without
serious side-effects. One important postoperative feature
was the patient’s incapacity of indulging in erotic fancies
and stimulating visions. This might be one of the factors
responsible for the disappearance of further homosexual im-
pulses...”

Don Jackson, of the Los Angeles Advocate, reports
an article written by Hans Orthner for Science News

(which I have not yet located) that describes a new method
of psychosurgery, particularly “effective” with homosexu-
als. The method involves the insertion of an electronic
probe into the right ventromedial nucleus of the brain which
controls the sexual and aggressive drives. When the target
area is reached, the brain tissue is coagulated with an elec-
tronic charge. This process allegedly destroys the sexual
drive. Jackson, in Gay Sunshine, states that Orthner claims
' to have “cured” seven cases of homosexuality in this way.

An article in Medical World News (Jan. 15, ’71) teports

that Dr. Robert G. Heath, of Tulane University, claims suc-
ces in a limited number of homosexuals by turning “repug-
nant feeling toward the opposite sex into pleasurable feel-
ings” by means of electrical stimulation (through implanted
electrodes) of the septal region of the brain.

An editorial comment in the British Medical Journal

of injury to patients through bone breakage.

(1969:4) praises German investigators for destroying por- “The general psychological effect is production of

tionsf the brain of three male homosexuals, resulting in a
“distinct and sustained reduction in the level of sexual drive)
“nd all other drives, of course, though they are unmention-
ed,” comments Peter Breggin. .

Don Jackson again writes, in Gay Sunshine, that Dr.

Walter Freeman announced at a Press Conference in Berke-

ley, California, that he had “severed the frontal lobes of Gay
inmates at Atascadero” (a state prison-medical facility).
According to Jackson, these comments were reported in a

.January, 1972, issue of the San Francisco Chronicle.

The Radical Therapist article mentions a Dr. Hunter
Brown of Santa:Monica, California, who is supposedly per-
forming psychosurgery on “‘sexual psychopaths.” Dr. Hir-
ose of Japan, according to Peter Breggin, recommends mu-
tilating the brains of “delicate, warm-hearted, conscientious,
enthusiastic, perfectionistic” people. How many of these
are partial euphemisms for homosexuality?

Aversive conditioning therapy, no less popular
than psychosurgery, is fast becoming a standard in the re-
pertoire of the New Psychiatrist. The medium used to in-
duce the conditioned response varies from drugs to electri-
city. Jackson’s article reports the use of electricity in the
“Errorless Extinction of Penile Responses” which is used as
a “cure” for homosexuality. This treatment consists of wir-
ing the penis and giving the patient an electric shock if he
responds by erection to photos of naked males. A similar
process is the subject of an article by N. McConaghy in
the British Journal of Psychiatry (Nov. 1970).

" Dr. Lee Birk of Harvard Medical School reports, in the

Archives of General Psychiatry (Oct. 1971) notable success in

“suppression through punishment” of homosexual behavior
among a group of eight men given mild shock treatments
and group therapy.

Dr. Nathaniel McConaghy reports, in the American

a decidedly unpleasant and fearful sensation. Succin-
ylcholine offers an easily controlled quick acting,
fear-producing experience during which the sensor-
ium is intact and the patient rendered susceptible to
suggestion.” Within 34 to 40 seconds after the in-
jection, the drug causes paralysis of, among other or-
gans, the diaphram.

“After respiration stopped, the talking phase of
the treatment began. Both negative and positive sug-
gestions spoken in a confident, authoritarian manner
were made by the male technician. The negative sug-
gestions concerned the obliteration of unacceptable
behaviors such as fighting and stealing. Positive sug-
gestions focused upon the patient’s becoming involved
with patient government, taking individual responsi-
bility, and increasing constructive socialization.
These suggestions continued throughout the period
of apnea (asphyxiation) until the patient could verb-
ally respond to the technician.”

Succinylcholine was administered to 90 male pa-
tients at Atascadero State Hospital. The criteria of
selection varied but included persistent physical or
verbal abuse, deviant sexual behavior, and lack of
cooperation and involvement with the individual
treatment program prescribed by the patient’s ward
team.” According to Clinical Director Dr. Michael
Serber, the drug was used ““as a punishment.”

Dr. Nathaniel McConaghy discusses, in the Amer-
ican Journal of Psychiatry (March, 1971 ), the use of
“apomorphine aversion” with 40 “voluntary”out-pa-
tients. With apomorphine aversion, the subject was
initially given a subcutaneous injection of 1.5 mg. of
apomorphine. After a variable interval, usually about
eight minutes, he began to feel nauseated.

“Severe nausea lasting ten minutes without

‘ 2 feetricitv i
Journal of Psychiatry (March 1971) the use of electricity in LA il e coanty

“aversion-relief” therapy. 14 slides were made for each pa
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adjusted throughout treatment to maintain this re-

sponse. (italics mine) The patient timed the onset of

the nausea. One minute before its expected onset he
switched on a slide projector and viewed a slide of a nude
.or a partly nude man. Before the nausea reached its max-
imum he turned off the projector. Twenty-eight such
treatment seesions were administered at two-hour intervals
over five days. Each patient was hospitalized for this
period.”

Drugs and hormones have been used in more direct,
less imaginitive ways to “curb’ homosexuality. This is the
case of Prolixin Ethanate (at least according to some sources)
thioridazine, anti-testerone, and female hormones.

Dr. Michael Serber, Clinical Director of Atascadero
State Hospital in California, describes prolixin, according to
Jackson, as “one of the common tranquilizers.” He des-
cribes the effects: “You just sedate the hell out of some-
body to the point where they can’t move very well.” “You
get dried out, you might develop some side reaction such as
ataxia, difficulty walking, a tremor, blurred vision, dizziness,
low blood pressure.”

A letter to the Berkeley Barb offers a different des-
cription of the effects of the drug, from the perspective of
some one who has felt them: “After two days on this drug,

I became very nervous. I couldn’t sit still, lay down, or walk
with any steadiness. I would try to write a letter but could
not keep my thoughts straight, and my concentration was
completely lost. Sleep was impossible, and I was constant-
ly tired and very confused. In a seven month period, I nev-
er slept more than three hours on any given night.”

John Lastala, a former Atascadero patient, offers an-
other personal perspective: Prolixin “seems like it is destroy-
ing your mind.” The experience is “ like you‘re dying... They
tell you if you're ever caught having sex in here again, you
won’t get the anti-dote.” "

Dr. Serber does not favor prescribing this drug. How- jx
ever, before his arrival at Atascadero, in 1971, 706 injections
of Prolixin Ethanate were administered, according to Dr, T.
L. Clanon, Assistant Superintendant of Psychiatric Services.

Dr. LJ. Litkey, et. al., discuss, in the International
Journal of Neuropsychiatry (Jan-Feb 1967), the use of
thioridazine as an approach to ‘‘the control of homosexual
practices.” According to Dr. Litkey, “The absence of accep-
ted sexual outlets often leads to forms of deviant behavior,
notably homosexuality, in which the strong take advantage
of the weak. Homosexuals are of two kinds, the active
homosexual playing the male role in the sexual act and the
passive homosexual playing therole of the female...”

“Efforts to curb such aberrant behavior have generally
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involved restraints, isolation or sedatives, but none of these
has been more than a stop gap.” (!) Litkey suggests thior-
dazine. This drug “was known to be effective” in the treat-
ment of schizophrenics, and anxious depressives and, because

€ Ty

: | of its ejaculation-inhibiting effect, an effective treatment for

premature ejaculation and nocturnal emissions. Because of
its effect of “strong inhibition of sexual preoccupation and
activities” Litkey proposed that it would be effective in con-
trolling homosexual activities.

Thioridazine was administered to 12 male homosexual
inmates of the New Jersey State Hospital in Trenton. These
inmates had been transferred from state prisons and reform-
atories because of “mental illness complicated by trouble-
some behavior.” Withing a week after the administration of

- this drug (three times daily) the number of reported “homo-

sexual acts” greatly decreased.

“Each patient referred spontaneously to a diminished
sexual preoccupation and while some of them welcomed
the change, others resented it.”” Litkey lists several cases,

| one of a 20 year old schizophrenic who, when interviewed,

said, “It changed my nature.” When asked to explain fur-

L ther, “he admitted that in the past he had experienced a

pleasurable sensation from intromission when he assumed
the female role but that this was no longer true, and he was

y glad to be able to avoid the practice.”

. Once again according to Jackson, Dr. Seymour Le-
vine of Stanford University spoke at the MCHR symposium
in L.A. about the use of anti-testerone and female hormones
with male inmates. The effect of the first is an irreversible
atrophy of the testicles and is thus called “chemical castra-

* tion.” The second causes the beard to fall out, fatty tissue

to develop, as well as large mammary glands. Both are used
in California prisons to curb aggressive behavior associated
with strong sexual drive and homosexuality.

This almost endless list of atrocities raises some very

. important political and ethical questions about psychiatry.

Firstly, it is to be noted that a great deal of the treat-
ments described here were used in connection with male
prisoners. ( As is usually the case in professional journals,
discussion of female homosexuality is rare.) It has become
quite the vogue, in certain professional circles, to devise var
ious and brilliant techniques for solving, by incapacitating -
those incarcerated in one way or another, the management
problems of state and federal institutions. One group of
doctors would like to see these techniques extended to
the society at large.

(continued on page 22)

In the last issue of FAG RAG we called for cor-
respondence from prisoners and happily received the
Jollowing from an inmate at the Billerica House of Cor-
rection. The author gives neither an intimate sex diary
nor an expose of prison oppression but rather a gen-
eral analysis of sex (and specifically homosexuality).
Hopefully in printing this we will encourage other
prisoners to wrtie us.

ABC's

OF THE

In the past ten thousand years we have learned how to
lengthen human lives but we have found no way to delay
human puberty. As a result, between the economics of
the city and the taboos of society we have created a mon-
strous sexual ethic. To mention the most notorious
paradox: It is not economically convenient for the ad-
olescent to marry; it is not morally correct for them to
have sex outside of marriage. Solutioms to this man-made
problem range from insistence upon total chastity to
a vague permissiveness which allows sexuality if those
involved are “over 21” “mature,” ‘“sincere,” etc. Until
this generation, moralists could argue with perfect
conviction that there was only one correct sexual equa-
tion: man plus woman equals baby. All else was vice.
But one-half of the world lies in famine and if Pope
Paul’s yet unborn guests are allowed to attend the “ban-
quet of life,” the equation has been changed to read:
Man plus woman equals baby equals famine. If the hu-
man race is to survive, population will have to be reduced
drastically, if not by nuclear war then by law. In any
case, it is no longer possible to maintain that those
sexual acts which do not create a child are unnatural;
unless, to strike the eschatological note, it is indeed
Nature’s will that we perish through sheer numbers.

Homosexuality is now being taken for granted.

Yet though there is considerable awareness nowadays of
what people actually do, the ancient somewhat am-
bivalent hostility of society persists; like Time mag-
azine’s diagnosis of homosexuality as a “pernicious
sickness”—like influenza or opposing the war in Viet-
nam. Yet from the beginning, social attitudes on this
subject have been confusing. On the one hand, nothing
must be allowed to deflect man the father from his
procreative duty. On the other hand, man the warrior

AMERICAN CREAM MACHINE

is more apt than not to perform homosexual acts. What
was undesirable in peace was often a virtue in war, as the *
Spartans recognized in inventing the “buddy system:’

In general, it would seem that the more warlike the tribe,
the more opportunistic the sexual response. “You know
where you can find your sex,” Frederick the Great said to
his officers, “-in the barracks.” Of all the tribes, sig-
nificantly, the Jews alone were consistently opposed not
only to homosexuality but any acknowledgement of the
male as an erotic figure. But in the great world of pre-
Christian cities, it never occurred to anyone that a homo-
sexual act was less “natural” than a heterosexual one.

It was simply a matter of taste. From Archilochus to
Apuleius, this acceptance of the way people actually are
is implicit in what the writers wrote.

Opportunity and habit incline us toward this or
that sexual object. Since additional children are no longer
needed, it is impossible to say that some acts are “right”
and others are “wrong.” Certainly to maintain that a
homosexual act is antisocial or neurotic is nonsense, of
the sort that psychiatry purveys when it claims that it can
“cure” homosexuals, as if this was somehow desirable,
like changing Jewish noses or straightening Negro hair.

In a single generation, science has changed many old
assumptions. Economics has changed others. Sexual
experiment is becoming more open. Yet despite the new
freedoms that the pornographers reflect, the world they
show, though closer to human reality than that of the
moralists, reveals a new illness: the powerlessness that
most people feel in an overpopulated and overorgan-
ized society. The will to prevail is a powerful one, and
if it is not fulfilled in work or in battle, it may find an
outlet in sex.

Meanwhile, effort must be made to bring what we
think about sex and what we say about sex and what we do
about sex into some kind of realistic relationship.
Indirectly, the pornographers do this. They recognize that
the only sexual norm is that there is none. Therefore, in
a civilized society law should not function at all in the
area of sex except to protect people from being “inter-
fered with” against their will. We must be as Wwe are,
like those Fun house mirrors which, even as they distort
and mock the human figure, never cease to reflect the
real thing.
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One thing clearly separates faggots from

i men: we suck cock and take it up the ass. (We
@AM share this practice with quite a few women--
particularly those outside the middle class

such as prostitutes.) Along with lesbians

many. of us also use our tongues as often as

4 we can to kiss and caress the erotogenic zones
f# of our lovers. My tongue in another mouth
(“French-kiss”) or ass (“rimming”’) communicates
love more concretely than (tongue breaking air)
words can.

Yet attend a gay male liberation meeting,
lecture, read a gay male book, newspaper, or broad-
side; go to a gay male bar, see a drag show,
cruise the block, park or movie. Go anywhere
among us faggots and our most common
experience is the least talked about thing. Or
if talked about, we do so in a guilty, ashamed
way--as though we’re doing something “naughty,”
shocking or nasty.

In part our silence is only good sense. Sex-
uality, sensuality and love can be destroyed
by too much talking (tongue tiring, muck
making words). But this silence also comes
from two things laid on us by the nuclear-family,
straight-world system: power-hierarchy and
puritanism.

POWER HIERARCHY

We often accept the straight man’s assump-
# tion that our sex acts in themselves express subor-
dination. Straight men consider our love and sen-
sual expressions as debasing, menial, declassing,
servile and degrading. We sometimes share their
values and mix our love and sexuality with power.

In the power system, the paragon of power

« lis the straight man (usually white, always middle
class). We are expected to ask him for sex before
he would ask; at least this is the presumption

in a lot of places. The laws against solicitation,
fine only us for asking; and social custom backs
up these laws. There are many “manly” declar-
ations that if a faggot touches me, “I’ll punch his
teech down his throat;” “He’ll be sorry;” etc.

We are, nonetheless, oddly the object of
rape. For a man to make another take his cock is
considered the most utter form of submission that
can be exacted. And it is often exacted. Older
boys will often force younger ones; frat houses will
sometimes make pledges fellate members. - And I

Ihave seen gangs of college students from Northeast-
ern go into the Fenway to gang fuck and beat
faggots. Then in prison, Fortune in Men’s Eyes
and all that is fairly accurate. Prison amplifies
outside society: if you receive another man’s

penis in your mouth or ass you are declassed.

Among ourselves, we fall into a similar power
game, pecking order, hierarchy. In a faggot bar,

a cocksucker is considered less honorable than
a cocksuckee (our language doesn’t even have a
“word for it--nor a single word for ““a male who
takes it up the ass” and “one who puts it up
the ass of another male”’). Living within a cap-
italist bourgeois society, we tend to compete
not to be best at our thing (cocksucking, etc.)
but to seem most straight.

Asking first is always considered lessening:
some people will not go with someone who

~§a asks them because they assume the person is much

too inferior. In Come Out,Perry Brass wrote:
“Cruising is one of the great male chauvinist games:
I can be tougher than you can be. I can hold

out longer than you can hold out. I don’t

qneed you. I can’t open up to you until you

LICK DICK IN 72

THE NATIONAL COALITION OF GAY
ORGANIZATIONS (Box 2554, Washington,

they are used to doing things ON TIME!!”

22213) has issued a call for gay people all over
the nation to come to Miami Beach to present
lony demands to the Democratic Platform Com-
mittee July 13. They have organized a national
network of Greyhound buses which will converge
in a caravan on the beach. Those planning to go
from Boston are expected to reach New York City
by July 7 for an 8:30am departure. They warn
that, “The Greyhound people are not gay, and

pen up to me.... there are always the same roles
.... We could begin with the extreme caricature

f masculinity who believes that it is below his
masculine dignity to ever approach anyone else.
He will usually stand like the steadfast tin soldier
for hours on end, wondering why this isn’t
his particular night. Next to him is the aggressive
animal, the tiger stalking his way through the
situation, looking at everyone but not looking

at anyone. He is really looking for that perfect
qulfilment of some adolescent sex fantasy
(referred to as his ‘type’)....”
The “‘type’’ is invariably straight--some version

pf Tarzan, John Wayne, Mick Jagger, or Che
Guevara-and usually ‘““first world”’(pink with blue

D.C.

SUGKING

AS AN ACT OF

REVOLUTION:

eyes). Even if your “type” isn’t of the bourgeois
ruling class, he usually has been formed from the
image of a ruling person--a big brother, father,
cousin, first sex pagtner or other “male iden-
tification” figure.

Rhetoric about femme-identification never
matches practice. Within either the faggot sub-
culture or the gay movement, femme identified
males are least listened to, least sought after ‘and
least loved.

In being conditioned to love men, we tend
to despise ourselves and other faggots. We are
often super-critical of our *‘sisters” or peers.

We rarely ever resort to fighting, and when drunk
we are markedly less aggressive than straights.
But Boys in the Band--dishonest and unrepre-
sentative in so many ways--nonetheless presents
an honest picture of how some faggots can “read
each other’s beads?” Even the quotation of Perry
Brass above has a note of this (like so much of
our movement writings and meeting). We
censure one another eagerly--our bars, meetings,
customs, etc.--but toward straights we often show
the most remarkable compassion, understanding
and love. Our compassion is our strength and
should be extended. But we have to stop putting
each other down; that is not the way out of our
oppression. At best we might become lace
curtain rather than shanty faggots, but we won’t
be free. We must extend more love toward our-
selves and other gay brothers and sisters.

The male identification with the hierarch-
ical and power tripping world destroys love itself;
the sensual and pleasureful tends to be forgotten.
Sex, sensuality, our bodies, and their parts should
all feel wonderful and beautiful. But our power
hungry, ego-tripping male civilization teaches us
that everything is power. .The desire for power
over others, the will to “rule,” subject or enslave
has curdled and nearly destroyed sexuality and
sensuality. Particularly for men love becomes
almost impossible as every act tends to be
measured out in some pecking order.

Men tend to measure themselves by their
power--not their ability to love. They order their
lives by force--not by cohesion, togetherness or
support. Their sexual politics takes its purest
form in rape. In ‘“forceful’ rape, men use their
muscles, power or some weapon (knife, club or
gun) to make another person submit to their will.
We faggots too often tend to lust after such men:
uniformed killers (soldiers, sailors, marines, etc.),
construction workers, musclemen, sportsmen, etc.
All become identified with their use of force;

" and this force is measured in our society by their

ability to rape a woman.

We faggots escape rape only by straight-
fronting--that is, trying to pass as straight men--

‘in other words, we try to disguise ourselves as

rapists. Transsexuals, transvestites, “known”’/
“obvious” homosexuals and young boys (in
descending order) share with women either
first hand knowledge of rape or continual fear
of attack.

Because of our culture’s anti-intellectualism,
we respect intellectual power less, but wit and
thought are no less a means of power and rape
than brawn and muscle. Men use their minds to
mainipulate women and weaker men to submit to
them. The art of “love” for men (see Ovid’s

Art of Love) is exactly the same thing as the art

of ruling (see Machiavelli 's Prince ). Men use
their wit and skill to manuever another person
into an under-position (subordinate). In our
society, women are forced to remain less wise
than men; they are tracked on a channel from
nursery to old age which weakens their intellect-

-ual (as well as their physical) capacities. Like-

wise, “effeminate’ men are encouraged to pursue
poetry, hairdressing, music, dress design, dance,
libraries, nursing, or a similar field. Like women,
we are thus made all the more vulnerable to men.
In seeking partners (usually subjects for
rape), men always seek those seemingly dumber
than they are. Young women and boys are par-
ticularly appealing because the older man just
by his age has picked up a few tricks and some
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