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''We are proud 
beneficiaries of a Franco 
culture and language 
whkh has enriched this 
community for 

, generations.'' 
Bates Colllege President Donald 
Harward, after a litde-known ban 
on employees speaking French 
was lifted 
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RUSS DILLINGHAM/Sun-Journal 

:V~rnice Berube of Auburn listened to Congresswoman the council chambers at the Auburn City Building • 
.PJympia Snowe speak at the Auburn town meeting Henry, left, and Crystal Berube are both from Bidde­
~ednesday, while her grandchildren waited outside ford. 

CHUCK RE:IC!ll /Sun-Journal 

Fire Prevention Week 
Staffing a lewiston Fire Department display in the tion Week are, from Deputy Chief James Morin, 
lewiston Mall in observance of national Fire Preven· Capt. Victoc Gaudreau and Inspector Ballard Nash. 
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Junior Volunteers at Central Maine Medical Center 
were honored for their service contributions and a 
number of them were awarded service recognition 
pins. From left are, front row, Sara Guerrette, Sabat· 
tus, 100-hour pin; Lisa Castonguay, Turner; Krista 
Belanger, Lewiston, 100-hour pin; Katie LeCompte, 
Auburn, 1 00-hour pin; Tasha Sasseville, Lewiston; 
and Danielle L'Heureux, Auburn; second row, Susan 
Bowie, CMMC's assistant director of Volunteer Serv· 
ices; Kristen Murphy, Poland, 1 OO·hour pin; Ann Pro­
vost, Greene, 100-hour pin; Michaela Smith, Leeds, 
1 00-hour pi.n; . Jennifer Brooks, Lewiston, 1 OO·hour 
pin; Amy Trask, Lewiston, 200-hour pin; and CMMC 
Volunteer Services director, Cheryl Miller; third row, 

Jessie Bller, Harrison; Billy Goodwin, Lewiston, 
hour pin; Heather Maschino, Gray, 1 OO·hour 
Danyle Noiles, Greene; Stacie Parent, Au~urn, 
hour pin; Marla Magno, Auburn; Charity ...... .,.,.,," 
wlston; and Patricia Bolduc, Auburn. 
photo was taken were Tom Ardia, Lewiston, 1 
pin; Jennie Sirois, Greene, 1 OO·hour pin; Jenny 
well, Mark Collins, Beth Gile, Jennifer Johnson and 
Lisa Whitehouse, all of Auburn; Amanda cnmll'!l·~ttto--1 
Jana Dumont, Christine Laliberte, Melanie Ma.n~ 
Sue Notarangelo, Jocelyn Richard, Shannon St. • · 
laire.and DeAnne Tardif, all of Lewiston; and Kat 
lne Fournier, Gardiner. 

WINSLOW DURGIN 

Katie St. Hilaire, left, reads to Aimee Trottier during a Thanksgiving 
at the Minot Consolidated School. The second-graders and their 
mates dressed as Pilgrims and Indians and talked about the first 
giving. 



































Letters to the editor 
Hunters don't respect nature 
To the editor: 

I take great pleasure in walking and hiking with my 
dog through Maine's abundance of forests. I find this 
pastime both enjoyable and relaxing. Unfortunately, 
with the onset of hunting season upon us again, I do not 
feel safe in doing this, so I stay off the trails, keep the 
dog on a leash and keep to the open areas myself. When 
this hunting season is over, I will :return to the woods, the 
woods that are peaceful, beautiful and dean - or at 
least they were when I left them. 
. Already I see the signs as I drive by the trail head.<:. 
Why is it that hunters feel they can leave their trash all 
over the ground? Eyesores such as fast-food restaurant 
bags, cups and wrappers are all over the trails that 
hunters and we share. Not only is this bad for the envi­
ronment, it could be harmful to other animals as well. 

I do not understand the enjoyment people derive from 
hunting large or small animals, but I will be the first to 
defend any person's right to do so. However, maybe if 
hunters had a little more respect for the environment 
and other people's property, we would have a little more 
respect for the hunters. 

Gillian Sanders 

French ... ban policy wrong 
To the editor: 

In regard to a recent front page Sun-Journal article 
(Nov. 16) about the so called "'Ban' on French" in the 
presence of non-l''rench speakers at Bates College facili­
ties placed upon French-speaking personnel, I wish to 
congratulate the college administration for ending this 
policy, and I wish to extend thanks to those who brought 
thi§ into the public eye. I agree with statements describ­
ing the "ban" as "inappropriate" and "inconsistent with 
the college's standard of multi-culturism." I also agree 
with the statements made by certain Franco-American 
personnel such as "If people think we're talking about 
them, that's their problem" and "its our tongue ... " 

As a Lewiston-born Franco-American, age 24, and as a 
wine and spirits marketing and oenology sciences profes­
sional, I do a great deal of international traveling, and 
come to the Lewiston-Auburn area between obligations to 
spend time with my family. I feel that I am one of the 
lucky few of these young Franco-Americans whose folks 
taught them to respect and revere their French heritage 
and to speak the language ~ith pride. 

All of this has, as one might well imagine, repaid me a 
thousand times over. Unfortunately, however, each of 
my visits to the Lewiston-Auburn area over the years 
has painfully pointed out to me that, for many reasons, 
Franco-Americans have experienced, mostly through 
their own fault, the slow and lingering death of their cul­
ture (many young Franco-Americans, for example, can­
not speak the language or even understand it.) This rep­
resents the loss of a "gift" beyond price to the individual 
and the tragic "theft" of one of the region's (and indeed, 
one of our nation's) cultural treasures. Words cannot de­
scribe how sorrowful this makes me feel. 

In my opinion, the situation that has existed at Bates, 
and that which the lt'ranco-American personnel at the 
college have tolerated without reaction for so long, is on­
ly a symptom of a much greater sickness in the French 
community of North America that stretches back at least 
400 years. A signific Q1 our heritage, I am sorry 
to say, has been tha 'ginally escaping the some-
times miserable conditions of Old France only to be trod­
den upon and discriminated against by other groups that 
became dominant over the centuries in what was known 
at that time as New France <in which parts of Maine 
were included). 

It is therefore understandable that nothing may have 
been said at first about the situation at Bates by the per­
sonnel involved because, especially in Maine, the specter 
of discrimination against the l~ranco-American popula­
tion has been very strong in the past and stm lingers to­
day. '!'hose officials responsible for the practice should 
be stiffly reprimanded and personnel members should be 
encouraged to stand up for their rights. 

Fortunately this situation has come to the attention of 
Bates and into the public eye. I wish to congratulate the 
administrators of Bates College for ending such a dis­
criminatory practice at one of our nation's finest institu­
tions of higher learning. A thanks must also go out to 
those Franco-American Bates personnel who spoke out 
in the Sun-,lournal article and to the Sun-Journal and the 
article's author. I also wish to extend a special thanks to 
those two Bates College students, Adam Spey and Nicole 
Bingham, who organized the effort to bring this to the at­
tention of the proper authorities. They are a testimony to 
the, extraordinary student body at Bates and their ac­
tions deserve the highest thanks of the entire Franco­
American community. 

Marc G.J.A. Michaud 

Auburn 
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• A condition causing the 
liver to produce excessive 
cholesterol is passed from 
generation to generation. 

By MEREDITII GOAD 
Staff Writer 

MOSCOW - Camille Mary Ouel" 
lette Beane remembers that her 
father, Romeo Ouellette, died from 
a heart attack at the age of 43. 
Camille was 12 at the time. 

Romeo Ouellette's mother, Clara 
Coulombe, died when she was only 
40. One of his sisters died at 37. 
Three brothers died at 37,47 and 55. 
Another brother, now 73, has under­
gone coronary bypass surgery. 

The family carries familial hyper­
cholesterolemia, a genetic condition 
that causes the liver, like an out-of­
whack thermostat, to keep churning 
out more cholesterol than the body 1,P"'tt"'"""" 
needs. It is a physiological time 
bomb that threatens an unknown ~i:>niirm~·rl 
number of families of French 
descent in New England and eas- F:POJtleaLg 
tern Canada. 

Camille Beane, with her rich 
French heritage, has inherited the 
cholesterol problem that clogged 
her father's arteries and those of lfmllghtter, 
countless ancestors before him. Her 
12-year-old son, Glen, has Coulombe 
blood running through his veins and 
a cholesterol count above 250, far 
higher than the average for his age, 
155. 

It aU began when French settlers 
first set foot North American 
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more years. ~e w~s past high priest of St 
Paul's Chapter and past patron of the Hawthorn1 
Chapter of the Order of Eastern Star. Mr. Barker wa: 
also a member of the building corporation for 16 years 

He is srnvi.ved by a daughter, Mrs. Ronald (Joleen 
Howard of Brook Part, Ohio; a brother, George E. c 
Bath; and two granddaughters. 

A funeral service will be held at 1 p.m. at Stetson' 
Funeral Home, 12 Federal St., with the Rev. Dr. Williar 
C. Imes officiating. Burial will be in Pine Gro-v 
Cemetery, Brunswick. 

Gilbert P. Cox 
Standish employee of year 

STANDISH - Gilbert P. Cox, 75, of Route 25 die 
Friday at Maine Medical Center, Portland, following 
long illness. 

He was born in "'wnwum, 



F 
Close to 3 million people of 

French heritage are living in New 
England. Yet their contributions ' 
have, with few exceptions, been 
overlooked by historical societies 
and other public-trust institutions, 
as well as by the public education 
system. 

was inaugurated on April 18, at 52 
Concord · · torical build-
ing that's Associa-
tion Canado-Am>'lricWne (ACA). 

Eaton says the O~ntre's mission 
is to preserve fur l .rench heritage 
of communities ; 1 ~orth America, 
which until reooJtly has been hid­
den, as well as ~ promote the 
history, culture and art of these 
communities. 

cultu 

Les Franco-Americains 
A new Franco-American regional 

cultural center recently opened in 
Manchester, N.H., is expected to be 
a visible force for more cultural 
understanding, says Aurore Dionne 
Eaton, consultant for the center, 

There's a 30,0tO-volurne hbrary at 
the Centre, an e:::terision of the ACA 

- collection starter; in 1918, with the 
Centre Franco-Americain is a purchase of boo~:s and other rna­

non-profit organization. The center terial from Frenc 1-Canadian wite:r 

and folklorist Adelard Lambert. The 
accumulation of manuscripts, pho­
tographs and other documentation 
makes the Centre the largest 

research center on Franco-Ameri­
can history and culture in the U.S. 

Two books published by The 
University of Maine Press were 
presented to the library at the April 
inauguration. 

-Ramps 
land at the tum of the century. 

• "Acadian Hard Times," by C. 
Stewart Doty, a history professor at 
the University of Maine, is a photo­
graphic collection from the Farmers 
Security Administration taken 
between 1940..1943 in Maine's St. 
John River Valley. 

American background. Of particular 
interest are manusCripts published 
in the last several years that present 
a French/ethnic point of view. 

• -"Immigrant Odyssey: A French 
Canadian Habitant In New Eng­
land," is an autobiographical namt­
tive first published in 1909 by 
inlmigrant Felix Albert, of Lowell, 
Mass. He dictated his story to an 
anonymous writer, presumed to be 
a Catholic priest. It's one of only a 
few published diaries detailing 
French-Canadian life in New Eng-

Several other Maine writers are 
featured at the Centre, including 
Gerard Robichaud of Auburn, Den­
nis Ledoux of Lisbon Falls, Susann 
Pelletier of Lewiston, and Jacque­
line Giasson Fuller of Gorham. 

The Centre will periodically host 
artistic events and cultural pro­
grams that will communicate the 
French culture and heritage to the 
general population of New England 
For more information, contact the 
Centre Franco-Americain, 52 Con­
cord St., Manchester, N.H. 03101, or 
call (603)669-4045. 

The Centre considers contribu­
tions from other writers, if they live 
in New England and have a Franco-

'i ~tori£~ tlldTfti''YrYJ 
Bates drops prohibition 
agabBstspeaLing Frendh 

LEWISTON - A decades-long practice of 
prohibiting French-speaking employees at 
Bates College from using that language when 
English speakers were present was lifted this 

I 

Juliana L'Heureux can be 
reached at 7 River Rood, Sa, ':ford. 
ME 04043, ar by caUing 324-74ft 

week after students protested last week:e1 1d 
The prohibition -- which applied to cafe: eria 

and maintenance workers, many of whom are 
from Lewiston's Franco-American commun­
ity - had been in force for at least 10 years 
without the knowledge of Bates ofncials, the 
dean of the private liberal arts coHege said 
on Wednesday. 

"We are proud beneficiaries of a Franco 
culture and language which has enrich ~d this 
community for generations," said Bates Presi­
dent Donald Harward. 

The ban, apparently enforced as a cou 'tesy 
to English-speaking people who do not m 1er­
stand : i'rench, was not unusual in Maine. 





Clover H 
By MATTHEW KENNEY 
Special to the Sun-Journal 

AUBURN - Clover Health Care 
opened its doors Friday for the first 
of a two-day open house. 

The public is invited to visit Clo­
ver's nursing home, hospice and con­
gregate housing facilities Saturday 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Cosmetic changes have been made 
to the nursing home and the hospice. 

"In the nursing home basically 
what we did was try to lighten the 
interior and make more space avail­
able for use," said Clover Adminis­
trator Cindy Quinlan. 

The nursing home has 120 beds -34 
in single rooms, the rest in doubles. 
"We usually run pretty full in the 
nursing home, about a 98.9 percent 
occupancy rate," she said. 

Painters and electricians were 
busy on Thursday putting the final 
touches on the renovations. 

The most dramatic changes have 
occurred in the hospice. Five private 
rooms were added in July, bringing 
to 10 the number of rooms in the high­
care facility. 

Moreover, Quinlan noted, staffing 
in the hospice was upgraded so that a 
registered nurse is on duty 24 hours a 
day. 

Hospice beds are for terminally ill 
patients, Quinlan outlined three cri­
teria for admittance into the hospice 

lth ar holds 

Paul Caron of lewiston puts in a new lighting fixture 
at the Clover Health Care nursing home on Thursday. 

MATTHEW KENNEY 
The health care facility is holding an open house 
today to show off recent renovations. 

program. caid. people that would not even have had In addition to its in-patient 
e The person must have a diag- Three years ago a private citizen in any contact with the AIDS patient." ices, Clover operates day-care 

nosed disease - "which usually Portland did make available two Quinlan added that "we had people grams for senior citizens and 
turns out to be cancer." beds in his home to persons suffering from the neighborhood complain." schoolers. 

e A physician must have given the with AIDS, a spokesperson for The To Quinlan's knowledge, no resi- "-
person a prognosis of six months or AIDS Project in Portland reported. dent of any of Clover's facilities has The adult-day care program is li~ · 
less to live. However, licensed medical care is ever left because of its AIDS policy. censed for six people and is subsi" 

• The applicant must understand not provided by the home's proprie- "Recently," she said, "it's not dized by Medicaid and the Westei:rr 
that Clover "won't do Jife-proionging tors. been an issue at all- I guess beC<!l.!.Se . ~~..:_~ ::~:~cy on Aging. "We. provicie" 

~~~~~~~-~~~a~~-~~s~s~~~~~~~~-~ b~~~~~~~ 
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Steeple trom 1 F 
tlle process, he said. 
. The complexity of the job prompted DICON to 

hire Triple G Scaffolding of Hanover, Mass., to en­
gipeer and erect the staging, which Morrison said 

hold 25 pounds per square foot. As DICON fin­
other projects around the state, Morrison 
to assign additional workers to Saints Peter 

and Paul. However, the staging can only accom-
modate a limited number of workers, he says, 
l:idding, "I'd like to put more there} but I don't 
dare." 
· The project, started earlier this spring, will take 

least a year and maybt~ longer, depending on 
tbe extent of the damage. "You never (know how 
serious the damage is) till you open it up," Morri­
son says. "You can be cruising along and then you 
:might get bogged down," Stone says. 
:; While the time frame for finishing the job re­
mains uncertain, "It would be awful nice if a year 
from now that staging was over on this side," Mor­
rison says, referring to the tower closest to 
Bartlett Street. 

Ed Leveque, who is heading up the capital cam­
paign, says the church's spired towers began leak­
ing almost from the day it was built back in the 
1930s. The water seepage took its toll on the 
church interior, ruining the ~o:t',uwlg:::>. 

A lack of regular maintenance made the prob­
lems worse until parishioners, about three years 
ago, heard a stark warning: start making substan­
tial repairs within three years or within a short 
time the church will have to be torn down. 

Church officials actually considered demolishing 
the landmark, admits Leveque. But when esti­
mates for razing the structure carne back at $1.5 
million, the Parish Council and pastor figured why 
not spend at least that much to save the church, 
Leveque says. · 

"It's a monument" to the hard-working people 
who sacrificed to give the money $800,000 to build 
it, says Leveque. Aside from its religious signifi­
cance, the Gothic church also has immeasurable 
historic value, he says. 

"This is what sets off Lewiston-Auburn," Lev· 

imagine remc 
Once the 1 

move inside, 1 

ing and heatit 
elevator ·will t 

The renova 
to finish, Lev 
come on the 1 
former Centr: 
roughly $50,01 
maintenance c 

The church 
should be che 
advises. "If dt 
thing's failed, i 
it any potentia: 

"Stone build 
kind of weatht 
extreme 
to winter. 
going to 
ing is "not as 





































lltiJ1iOfif{CElibratii 
-: > .. A . . l'b •. anco-: rrtencans 

. ~ ~ . . . 
ranco-Americans at St. 
Ignatius Parish in San­
ford are enjoying a small 
walk down memory Jane, 

. thanks to the dedicated 
;,vork of parishoner Gerard Lamon­
tagne, who spent months working on 

special exhibit to kick off the 
"ctturc:h's centennial celebration 

collection of more tb8n 400 Les Franco-Americains. . 
many of them bor- ' There's also memorabilia from St 

historical information Ignatius High School, which includes 
1890, is temporarily on a "then-and-now" photograph of the 

in the :parish gymnasium on girls' basketball coach, Barbara 
Street in Sanford. . Caouette, as well as year books, 

, .. Lamontagne, 66, a Sanford native, . newspaper clippings, and team and 
iS · keenly interested in collecting class pictures that go back as early 

about Franco-Ameri- as 1911. 
"I'm afraid it's soon to be ·::Boys' coach George "Choc" 

forgotten unless we preserve it," he Doiron, who died last year, is 
says. · • . remembered with a special dedica-

. t--He began collectilig for the exhibit :··tion.photograph. ·. · · 
Jast September, at the request of t" /''Lamontagne was helped with the 

· Pastor Raymond Auger. . . ·. ·· l, .~it by :parishoners Jean Pease, 
'4; .,During the 1880s, Sanford's : 'Rita Maillot, Norma Beland, Lucille 

· Catholics wor- Farrell, Mary Norbert and Jim 
Main Street at the home :GaDagher. · · . 

Gauthier. ·Their first resi- .· ~e's still ~ooking for more histori­
priest was Father· Alexandre. :· .. cal info~tion, ~d says ~e'll travel 

.,..,. ... ,..., who was then pastor of ·.::.~ere m Maine ~ get 1~ An}'!>ne 
~,~priilgVcde's Catholic Church. · ' .• ,~th Franco-Amencan histoncal 

Dugre leased the tormei ·', Ph~hs to loan .or donate can 
J;:&mfoJrd Baptist Church, on Church · ··Call him at home m Sanford at 
,, .... _._.~ .. in Sanford, for the rapidly- 32~2270· 
~~~m,g nUmber of residents who ;... Juliana L'Heureu~ can' be 
l~llteetttea more space to worship. ·reached at 7 River Road, SQ.fl/orci, 

and his assistant, Father ME 04013, or by calling 324-7494. 
.Dei1oncourt, traveled between &ln­
. ford and Springval~ to serve both C 0 \I I" G II 0 :\tl . 

communities. . ... · . · 
~-In 1892,. Dugre encouraged four :iNanj Petty Officer Richard D. 
,Franco-Americans to petition Port-:· '', Burnham, who served aboard 
:land's Bishop Healey for a resident ·:; .::,.the USS Acadia in the Persian 
;'pastor. Mathias Laliberte, Maurice· . ,;;: Gulf since September, will . 
~Guillemette, Honore Demers, and . ) return to his Raymond home · 

:::~~~~~:=e~t·· .'~Jhursday:A~uateof · .. 
·.the bishop sent an Irish priest, Rev:· · ···. "Wmclham HI?~ School. he JS 

;Michael J. Healey (no relation to the : . the son ofW~ and Carolyn 
';Bishop), to be the first pastor. · Burnham of Raymond. . 
'' '• For the historical display, Lamon­
,tagne says he visited people all over 

· •York County in an exhaustive efrort 
; to collect as much infonnation as 
possible. Countless hours were 
· ~nt researching the authenticity of . 
.fNerY picture and article, veri(ying · 

. ~.names and dates by cross-referenc­
ing items in local libraries, and with 

, the Sanford Historical Committee, of 
, which he's a member. 

If you have a friend or family 
member returning from .Persian 

, Gulf duty, we'd like to share 
,''·.the homecoming with our 
': readers. Call our Yes Desk at 

780-9000 or 1-800-442-6036 
'·· ·with the name of the service 
. member, due of arrival, rank, 

branch of sexvice, unit, 
1.._ ---- -~---- ______ .,._, -------

.·.· .. 

··-:: 

-.-· 
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