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eligion strongly frames
human interpersonal relationships. Whether one
is religious or not, and regardless of denomina-
tion, one’s values and behaviors find context in
religion and are affected by the values and behav-
iors of others. All of us operate in society accord-
ing to or at least within the boundaries of rules of
engagement with one another that derive from
some religious heritage. Such rules build from and
reinforce, in one’s identity, whether heritage, age,
sex, sexual orientation, or physical ability. Religion
has history and geography. It has cultural, psycho-
logical, sociological, economic, and political mani-
festations. It affects gender roles and food ways
and health issues. It drives some to wage war and
others to seek peace. Few public policy issues are
independent of some religious belief, orientation,
or perspective.

That is why religion should be a subject of
great academic interest in the University. And that
is why USM is pleased to host the 2006 Sampson
Center for Diversity annual event focusing on

“Liberating Visions: Religion and the Challenge of
Change in Maine, 1820 to the Present.” Each of
the Sampson Center’s three scholars has crafted an
original essay related to one of the Sampson
Center collections—African-American, Judaic, and
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender—thereby
reflecting on how religious institutions have fos-
tered minority identity and have framed social and
cultural transformation.

T hope you will find the work of these three
scholars and the exhibit their essays support
transformative for you as well.

—Joseph S. Wood

Provost and
Vice President for Academic Affairs
















Rev. Antoinette Pezet officiates at a service
of Circle of Hope/MCC (Metropolitan
Community Church), in Portland, 2005.

Courtesy of Circle of Hope/MCC

Circle of Hope/MCC members participate in an Abenaki Powwow, 2005.
Courtesy of Circle of Hope/MCC
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Christian fundamentalists picket Bangor Pride, 1995.
APEX Collection

Portland Friends Meeting participates in the Gay Pride parade, 1990.

Courtesy of Tom Antonik
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Am Chofshi celebrates Passover Seder in Portland, 1990
Am Chofshi Collection

Members of the SGI Buddhist community (Soka Gakkai
International) march in Southern Maine Pride parade,
2006.

Courtesy of SGI Portland
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