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Once upon a time, oh , a little over two years ago, a small band of 
Portland women decided to put out a newsletter. This newsletter was t o 
chronicle the l ives and happeni ngs of the growing women's community i n 
Portland, Ma ine. It was to publish essays, poetry , graphic work, news 
articles, a calendar and the infamous column of one Hetti-Lezbi . Forth-
rightly, this small band went about putting out issue #1 and, l o and behold , 
women subscribed. So, this same small, valiant band decided to inflict a 
deadline upon th~nse lves and, so, once a month a ritual developed known 
as, 'layout. ' After thi s ri tual came, "collating." After "collating" 
came "sol i citi ng" i.e. beating the bushes for more articles . Our noble 
little band l i ked th is work. Oh, they did the usual grousing about t his 
'n that: not enough time, no one wrote any articles thi s month, no one 
ever writes us letters etc. and etc. But, they always put out an issue. 
Some of them were quite memorable, l ike the one on "Humor" that infuriated 
a number of women. How coul d they help it if someone thought marriage 
was funny or men i n shorts, hysterica l . Then there was the "Sex" issue 
and the "Kids, Race and Class" issue and the "Power " issue and so forth. 

However, as each month started to rol l by faster and faster our little 
band was now down to five, stalwart and red-eyed monsters. What to do! 
These five would .meet and l ook over material, eat bananna bread, complain, 
type, layout pages, collate and, in general, carry on. However, something 
had to gi ve. Final ly, it happened! An issue was printed with "lovers" 
spelt "1 i vers" and further as "father" and so on and so forth and one of 
the monsters said," I can't stand typos. I don't care how creative. I'll 
have to qu it unless . . . ...... " And another one said,''! agree'' and another, 
"agree" and another agree and another said, "yes. " So they sat and debated 
and came up with a plan. "We'll alternate issues! One month we'll print 
an Announcement Page plus Calendar, the next month an expanded issue wi th 
news stories, essays, poetry, graphics along with announcements and a cal-
endar. We' l l solicit more articles, give ourselves some lead t ime, so we're 
not so frazzled and bedraggled. 

This seemed a good choice to our small , l ittle band and maybe, ju$t 
maybe, with some time on their hands, t hey' l l be able to reach out and the 
band wi l l expand. 



• I" 
. 

/ 
J 

i 
<;~

 C
-t

iL
rp

..
w

,L
. 

11
Be

cem
be

r 1
98

2 
s
~

-f
-J

b
-r

: 
A-

r,
.,,

 ,=
;.,<

 
A

<.
,c

,t1
 oW

(.
.1

$
/r

i;
' -

v-,
f! 

n
.E

.N
T

 
7!

.J
,,t

";
n

. 
L

.$
A

 
u.

sm
 

s-
Ii 

T 
K

 
7 

/0
 

II
 

N
O

<
i 
~

~
.:

:
 J,

_/
c.s

:/.
.op

 
> 

N
E

W
.S

 l.
.G

Tr
E

.R
.. 

;:;.
,.. 

. s
,; ,,

.;;.,
._,,

._/ 
D

e
.A

l>
L

J
N

G
 

eo..
..... 

. 
!if-

. 
s~

,,
,s

~
f-

"ll
a.n

u.k
c:t

...'
1 

, 
I'

 ...
..

. 
yw

c..
A 

"
'li

e.'-
\, I.

..J.
<... 

'7
/a

 /I
 u.

.k
 a.

. J
, 

¥ 
11

XJ
\ 

v' .
. l
~

~
ll
 "

'l!
lo

 
e~

,,,
.s 

-i
:;

io
 

J.
:t 

13
 

I'
/ 

/6
 

17
 

Ii
' 

Y""
c..A

 VO
 11

.._'1
.. b

..L
i. 

y IJ
.l<

.Pi
 

lla
i h

tl l
 

....,~
~o 

-,
: '

36
 

I=c
.,.,

. s;
,,,.

;-h
.uJ

 
Co

 "'
m

 . 
b 

+,,
:t..

 
s+

. ~
c
..

'-
-

,.,
 .....

. 
/f

/ 
~o

 
.:I

./ 
.l

-l
. 

.:1
.3

 
.:/

 ,y
' 

~
s 

yw
<.

.A
-..

r.,,t
._ '

t ~
\ 

. 
W

 i,
.f

l ,-
So

l s
!l c

e..
 

'//.I
J c

J!,
 

v.
,1

(~
bi

lll
 

, 
'-:l

e>
 

'1
!3

o 

G
hr

i s+
 l'Y\

<l
.5 
J 

~"
"'

. S
p

ir
ik

.J
 

Co
"'"

"· 
s+

.c
tl!

.. 
s
i .

 C
."

-u
,r

,<
J,

.._
 

7
p

,.
..

. 

~
h

 
"-1

 
.;z

g 
.;z

9 
..3

0 
:3

/ 
fu

x.A
 \/

'., I
 le 

'1. 
J....

1 I
 
~

.
 ?1

-J
,/ 

N
llw

' 
'"

t!
 3

u 
!¼

.J.
1,;

__
 

t I 
lJ/7

 
. 

F.
_m

 . 
.sp

c.-
:h

c ...
 l 

7
, t

t>
 I"

 WI
. •

 

y w
C

A
 \

/o
i~'

fl,,
,.1

1 
1'k

_ I
I,

) 
y..u

z...-
I .S

 
C.

.,"
"-

..
 S

-i.
._

ti_
 

,:
36

 
E

~
 

st
. 

Cl
v.

...
.rc

.'-
.. 

cp
~

. 
. 







• NE.'tlSLSITi:ii S'l'ATZ1£NT OF POLICY 

The purpose of the Portl ~nd wome n' s 
Community Newsletter i s to provi de 
women wi t h a forum for ou r. fem i nis t 
voices . Thus , t he liews l e t t er '!ask 
Force wi l l only print art icles , poetry , 
and essays by women , and will consider 
f or publi cat ion any material not deemed 
r ac i s t , sexist , classist, he t er~sexist , 
ablebodiest, or ageist. \le r eserve t he 
right to edH ma t erial on matters of 
li t erary n.erit , length and content . 
:io r evisions or rejections will occur 
without dialoGue with t he author . 
Thus , ma t er ial submit ted must include 
name a nd phone nWllber or address . 
P.owever , within t he pa.i;cs of the l, ei<s · 
letter , names will be omi tted upon 
r equest . 

:;o articl e or graphic rrey be repro-
duced in whole or in par t without the 
per mission of the ;lewsletter Tusk 
Force and the author/artist . 
Ads 

The current rate for advertising i s 
$15 per ad for appearance i n J i ss ues . 

FOOD ABUSE WORKSHOP : iaddy Spadol a 
and Larra i ne e:ro~n are having a Food 
Abuse Workshop weekend December 10-12 
in AU1..usta . The fee is $80. For 
fur the r informa t ion , contac t ~addy 
a t 2)6-9022 . ear ly mor ni ne and evenings . 

Ceneul Practice-Family Law-Civil Rlrht1 

'Erna c]ei;,n 7(ocfi_ 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

Specializing in Womens Legal Affairs 
. PHONE 

(201) 
22 DEERING STREET 

PORTLAND, MAINE 04101 

The New England Women ' s Studi es Assoc -
i ation announces a call for presentations 
at i ts Seventh Annual Conference to be 
held March 26, 198) at Keene Stat e College, 
Keene , N.H. Proposals shoul d focus on the 
theme of WOMEN'S HEALDI: BODY, MIND AND 
SPIRIT. Panel presentations will be given 
prior i ty over single papers. Dead l ine for 
proposals is December 15 . 'lb submit a 
pr oposal send a one-page description of 
the presentati on , lncluding t i tle , AV 
equipment needed, and a 50 word description 
of the presentation (for incl us i on in the 
Conference Pr ogram) to El eanor M. vander 
Haegen , Keene State College, Keene, N.H. , 
034)1. Presenters must be members of 
NEWSA. Dues ($5 employed, $3 unemployed 
or student) may be paid t o Linda Gardiner, 
18 Norfolk Terrace, Wellesley , MA, 02181 . 

"WOJl!Ell MAKING CHANGE IN ART: A TIME FOR 
ACKNOW LEDGEMENT' is an evening of music, 
theatre , and poetry readings co- sponsor-
ed by the Un i versity Women's Forum and 
Convocati on 82-8J, to be held December l, 
7 :30 P. M, i n Luther Bonney Auditorium , 
Univer sity of Southern Maine, Portland 
campus. Everyone welcome . 

Anyone interes ted in HOLIDAY 
SINGI NG contact Bal enda ; call 
799- )611. 

u1:2~ cRgATZR PORTLAND NOW meets 
the 4 th 1uesday of every 
month at the Public Safety 
Bldg . All are welcome t o 
attend. 
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IS THERE A GREEN DOT ON THIS ISSUE OF YOUR NEliSLET'IER? If so , then this 
1s your last lssue. So , resubscribe now! Subscri ptions are $8 (more if 
you can , l ess if you can't). 

The deadline for the next issue will be December 10. 

KEJ;;P US UP 'ID DATE ON YOUR ADDRE.SS . NEWSLE'M:'ERS WI LL NOT Bli: FORWARD&D, 
NAME ___________ ___ __________ _ 

Address--------------- ---------~ 
Amowit Enclosed _ _____ Checks can be ll8.de out to "The Collllllunity" 
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