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“Creativity is as important as literacy and numeracy, and | actually think people understand that creativity is important - they just

Objectives o
To explore the diversity of creativity in the minds of
individuals from a spectrum of occu pations. |
To understand the value of crﬁatlm_y in society and in
education. //

Question Topics

- The role of collaboration, inspiration, and
improvisation at work

- Definitions of creativity

- Perceptions of own creativity

- The importance of creativity to work

Why does this matter?

|ldentifying common forms of creativity in both “artistic’
careers and in all other careers might lead to new,
insightful ways to integrate creativity into education,
preparing students for work in the modern world.

don't understand what it is.” -

Collaboration N

“Everyone comes from a different background and
they view things very differently...I've seen a lot of

things, but | haven’t seen everything yet.”

e Every single participant acknowledged that collaboration is
essential to their job.

e When people put ideas together, the result is almost
always better than with set of one ideas.

Inspiration

“Creativity is the great desire to improve on

something.”

e \When asked about ideas for sermons, the minister said
this: “I like what | write but | know there are far better
writers than me out there...often, something more effective
already exists for me to build on.”

e All participants, some more than others, discussed how
experience and building on other ideas was a big part of
what they did.

Improvisation

“I'm creative because | need to be.”

e Everyone improvises and problem solves. The print-shop
worker said he improvises 7-8 times weekly. The creative
writing teacher said 99+.

e The ability to come up with solutions to a problem is a skill
that every single person uses.

. SR said that they didn't think
they were mherentiy creative, but admitted that they had
to be anyways.

- Even after acknowledging the role of improvisation and
problem solving in creativity, some people still had a
rt-based creativity.

hard time distinguishing that from _j_ﬁ

Ken Robinson

.= Don’t just think outside the box-

- One person said “I'm creative when | have the time.” /

Practicing Creativity

- “| feel as though figuring out how to turn my accidental paint
splatter into the opposite of a mistake is like...
brain.”

- Everyone | interviewed had a traditionally creative hobby
outside of work. Poetry, graphic design, painting, music.

In Education

- Acknowledge that creativity exists beyond art class.

- Consider that the skills learned in art class may be useful in
applying to other areas of learning.

jet rid of it!
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