





WHAT DOES ESSENTIAL HABITAT DESIGNATION MEAN TO A LANDOWNER?

Activities of private landowners are mot affected by Essential Habitat designation unless projects
require a permit or license from, or are funded or carried out by, a state agency or
municipality. In these cases, the town or state agency reviewing a project must obtain an
evaluation from the DIFW before issuing a decision. No new permits or fees are required.
Designation of Essential Habitat simply establishes a standardized review process within existing
state and municipal permitting processes. It ensures landowners of consistent reviews on land
use permit applications where Endangered and Threatened Species are involved, and eliminates
the confusion, delays, and sometimes costly problems which can arise in the absence of
standardized, predictable decision-making.

When projects are proposed within Essential Habitats, landowners should initiate early
consultations with the appropriate DIFW Regional Wildlife Biologist so that concerns for
Endangered or Threatened Species can be incorporated into preliminary project planning and
design. The Department also offers technical assistance to property owners who wish to manage
their lands to enhance habitat for wildlife.

WHAT DOES ESSENTIAL HABITAT DESIGNATION MEAN TO STATE AGENCIES AND
MUNICIPALITIES?

State agencies and municipalities cannot permit, license, fund, or carry out projects which
will significantly alter an Essential Habitat or violate protection guidelines adopted for the
habitat. Early consultations with DIFW Regional Wildlife Biologists will facilitate identification
of incompatible projects or appropriate modifications to proposals within an Essential Habitat.
Concerns for Endangered and Threatened Species should be addressed during preliminary
planning and existing agency or municipal review procedures and before seeking final DIFW
evaluation. Failure to do so may result in unnecessary conflicts, delays, or project denials. The
Department also offers guidance to municipalities when wildlife concerns are being addressed in
comprehensive plans and town ordinances.

HOW DO YOU DETERMINE IF A PROJECT IS WITHIN AN ESSENTIAL HABITAT?

All Essential Habitats are mapped on standard 1:24,000 U.S.G.S. topographic maps. These
Essential Habitat maps are available for viewing in affected town offices, all DIFW offices, and
most DEP, DMR and LURC offices. In addition, reduced copies of maps are contained within
the "Atlas Of Essential Wildlife Habitats For Maine’s Endangered And Threatened Species”,
which can be found in all county Registry of Deeds offices, State libraries, and most State
agencies.

IF ONLY A PART OF YOUR PROPERTY IS WITHIN AN ESSENTIAL HABITAT,
WILL EVERY PROJECT YOU CONSIDER BE AFFECTED BY ESSENTIAL HABITAT
DESIGNATION?

No. Projects located wholly outside an Essential Habitat, regardless of whether some other
portion of your property is within an Essential Habitat, are not affected by this rule. Contact a
DIFW Regional Wildlife Biologist for assistance in verifying project locations relative to an
Essential Habitat.
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WHAT TYPES OF PROJECTS REQUIRE DIFW EVALUATION?

Any project that is wholly or partly within an Essential Habitat and is permitted, licensed,
funded, or carried out by a state agency or municipal government, requires an evaluation by the
Commissioner of the DIFW. Some examples of projects that require DIFW evaluation are:

subdivision of land

construction or alteration of buildings, waste-water systems, or utilities
conversion of seasonal dwellings to year round

exemption to minimum lot size requirements

construction or relocation of roads

exploration or extraction of minerals

alteration to wetlands, submerged bottomlands, or shoreland zones
installation of docks, moorings, or aquaculture facilities

Landowners, project planners, municipalities or state agencies considering a project proposal in
or near an Essential Habitat should immediately contact a DIFW Regional Wildlife Biologist for
assistance. Early consultations will help to resolve avoidable conflicts and prevent
unnecessary delays, frustrations, and economic pitfalls that might otherwise arise during the
final project review.

ARE THERE PROJECTS EXEMPT FROM DIFW REVIEW?
Yes. The following are examples of projects exempt from evaluation by the Department:

emergency repairs to existing structures and utilities

emergency activities necessary for public health and safety

interior repairs and construction

any project not carried out by, funded by, or requiring a permit or license from a
state agency or municipality

WHAT ARE THE REVIEW STANDARDS FOR PROJECTS WITHIN ESSENTIAL HABITATS?

A project must not significantly alter an Essential Habitat. If the DIFW evaluation
determines that significant alteration of the habitat would occur, a state agency or municipal
government may not issue a permit or license for the project. The following factors are
considered by the DIFW when evaluating a project proposal at bald eagle nest sites:

seasonal timing of project

noise and human activity generated by project before, during, or after completion

impact on wetlands, shoreland zones, or important visual buffers

impact on key habitat components such as nesting, foraging, perching, or roosting

areas

reduction in the seclusion of the nest site due to increased access from upland areas,

shoreland zones, or adjacent waters

B impact on future suitability of the nest site due to new uses, cumulative impacts, or
local limitations within the area

® demonstrated tolerance by eagles at the site for types of activities associated with the

project
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IS THE SEASONAL TIMING OF PROJECTS A MAJOR CONCERN?

Yes! Eagles are very sensitive to disturbance during their nesting season. Generally this is between
February 1 and August 31 but varies greatly from coastal Maine to northern, interior regions.
Seasonal timing of activities will often be a determining factor in project reviews and should always
be addressed in a project’s design before seeking final DIFW evaluation. Contact a DIFW
Regional Wildlife Biologist for assistance in determining seasonal timing concerns. Examples of
projects often acceptable outside the critical nesting season are:

expansion, alteration, or repair of existing structures

routine road maintenance

forest management, timber harvest, and agricultural management
mineral exploration

construction, if all other review standards are met

ONCE AN AREA IS DESIGNATED AS ESSENTIAL HABITAT, WILL IT ALWAYS BE SO?

No. The law allows Essential Habitat designation only for Endangered or Threatened Species.
Designating bald eagle nest sites as Essential Habitat will allow Maine’s eagle population to
grow. The bald eagle was reclassified from Endangered to Threatened in 1995, and its
population in Maine is expected to increase to the point where eagles are no longer Threatened.
When this occurs, all Essential Habitat designations for bald eagle nests will be eliminated.

Also, if a nest site no longer provides the physical or biological features essential for bald eagles,
Essential Habitat designation will be removed.

WHO CAN YOU CONTACT FOR MORE INFORMATION?

The Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife. There are seven regional offices to
assist you. Please contact a Regional Wildlife Biologist at the nearest regional headquarters:

Gray: RR#1, 358 Shaker Rd., Gray, ME 04039
(207) 657-2345

Sidney: 270 Lyons Rd., Sidney, ME 04330
(207) 547-5318

Machias: 68 Water St., Machias, ME 04654
(207) 255-4715

Strong: 689 Farmington Rd,, Strong, ME 04983
(207) 778-3324

Greenville: PO Box 551, Greenville, ME 04441
(207) 695-3756

Enfield: HCR 67, Box 1066, Enfield, ME 04433
(207) 732-4132

Ashland: PO Box 447, Ashland, ME 04732
(207) 435-3231
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ISSUE PROFILE

ESSENTIAL HABITAT: ROSEATE TERN NESTING AREAS

ENDANGERED & THREATENED SPECIES PROGRAM May 1995

BACKGROUND

Maine’s fish and wildlife are a valuable public resource, yet some species are in danger of becoming
extinct within the State. The Legislature recognized this by passing the Maine Endangered Species Act
in 1975. In 1988, the Legislature amended the Act by adding habitat protection provisions in recognition
of two issues: 1) the effect habitat loss has on Endangered and Threatened Species in Maine; and 2) the
confusion and sometimes costly problems that arise in the absence of consistent, predictable land use
decision-making processes for Endangered and Threatened Species. As a result, the Commissioner of
the Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife (DIFW) may designate areas as "Essential
Habitat" and develop protection guidelines for these Essential Habitats.

WHAT ARE ESSENTIAL HABITATS?

Essential Habitats are areas currently or historically providing physical or biological features essential to
the conservation of an Endangered or Threatened Species in Maine and which may require special
management considerations. Examples of areas that could qualify for designation are nest sites or
important feeding areas. For some species, protection of these kinds of habitats is vital to preventing
further declines or achieving recovery goals. This habitat protection tool is used only when habitat loss
has been identified as a major factor limiting a species’ recovery. Before an area can be designated as
Essential Habitat, it must be identified and mapped by the DIFW and adopted through formal, public
rule-making procedures.

WHY DOES THE ROSEATE TERN NEED THIS LEVEL OF PROTECTION?

Roseate terns are small, graceful seabirds that return each spring to nest and raise their young on a few
traditionally used islands along the eastern coast of North America. Although exact historic figures are
unknown, it is likely that several hundred pairs once nested in Maine. During the late 1800’s, however,
roseate tern numbers declined drastically as human-related habitat degradation and unrestricted shooting
nearly eliminated the species throughout its range. ‘

Around the turn of the century, state and federal laws were passed to prohibit indiscriminate killing of
terns and other migratory birds. At the same time, human influences on coastal islands were decreasing.
As a result, roseate tern numbers increased. By the early 1930’s, Maine’s population had grown to
about 275 pairs. This recovery was not to last. Renewed pressures from habitat loss and human
disturbance, combined with predation and competition from a growing gull population, initiated a second
decline. By 1987, as few as 52 pairs of roseate terns nested in Maine.

In 1986, the roseate tern was listed as an Endangered Species under both the United States and Maine
Endangered Species Acts. As a result of infensive management efforts, Maine’s population has grown to
approximately 125 pairs. Roseate terns in Maine nest on just a small handful of islands. Afier more
than 100 years of record-keeping, they have been found on only 21 of the more than 3,500 islands off
our coast. These few islands, providing the unique combination of features necessary for successful

C-6



nesting, are essential to the restoration of roseate terns in Maine. Disturbances or land use changes at
these traditional sites can cause nesting failure and consequently prevent the overall population from
maintaining its numbers or increasing to recovery levels. For this reason, they are the focus of Essential
Habitat designation for roseate termns.

WHAT DOES ESSENTIAL HABITAT DESIGNATION MEAN TO A LANDOWNER?

Activities of private landowners are not affected by Essential Habitat designation unless projects require
a permit or license from, or are funded or carried out by, a state agency or municipality. In these
cases, the town or state agency reviewing a project must obtain an evaluation from the DIFW before
issuing a decision. No new permits or fees are required. Designation of Essential Habitat simply
establishes a standardized review process within existing state and municipal permitting processes. It
ensures landowners of consistent reviews on land use permit applications where Endangered Species are
involved, and eliminates the confusion, delays, and sometimes costly problems which can arise in the
absence of standardized, predictable decision-making.

When projects are proposed within Essential Habitats, landowners should initiate early consultations
with the appropriate DIFW Regional Wildlife Biclogist so that concerns for Endangered Species can
be incorporated into preliminary project planning and design. The Department also offers technical
assistance to property owners who wish to manage their lands to enhance habitat for Endangered Species
or other wildlife.

WHAT DOES ESSENTIAL HABITAT DESIGNATION MEAN TO STATE AGENCIES AND
MUNICIPALITIES?

State agencies and municipalities cannot permit, license, fund, or carry out projects which will
significantly alter an Essential Habitat or viclate protection guidelines adopted for the habitat.
Early consultations with DIFW Regional Wildlife Biologists will facilitate identification of incompatible
projects or appropriate modifications to proposals within an Essential Habitat. Concerns for Endangered
Species should be addressed during preliminary planning and existing agency or municipal review
procedures and before seeking final DIFW evaluation. Failure to do so may result in unnecessary
conflicts, delays, or project denials. The Department also offers guidance to municipalities when
concerns for Endangered Species and other wildlife are being addressed in comprehensive plans and
town ordinances.

HOW DO YOU DETERMINE IF A PROJECT IS WITHIN AN ESSENTIAL HABITAT?

All Essential Habitats are mapped on standard 1:24,000 U.S.G.S. topographic maps. These Essential
Habitat maps are available for viewing in affected town offices, all DIFW offices, and most DEP, DMR,
and LURC offices. In addition, reduced copies of maps are contained within the "Atlas Of Essential
Wildlife Habitats For Maine’s Endangered And Threatened Species”, which can be found in all county
Registry of Deeds offices, State libraries, and most State agencies.

IF ONLY A PART OF YOUR PROPERTY IS WITHIN AN ESSENTIAL HABITAT, WILL EVERY
PROJECT YOU CONSIDER BE AFFECTED BY ESSENTIAL HABITAT DESIGNATION?

No. Projects located wholly outside an Essential Habitat, regardiess of whether some other portion of your
property is within an Essential Habitat, are not affected by this rule. Contact a DIFW Regional Wildlife
Biologist for assistance in verifying project locations relative to an Essential Habitat.
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WHAT TYPES OF PROJECTS REQUIRE DIFW EVALUATION?

Any project that is wholly or partly within an Essential Habitat and is permitted, licensed, funded, or
carried out by a state agency or municipal government, requires an evaluation by the Commissioner of
the DIFW. Some examples of projects that require DIFW evaluation are:

subdivision of land

construction or alteration of buildings, waste-water systems, or utilities
conversion of seasonal dwellings to year round

exemption to minimum lot size requirements

construction or relocation of roads

exploration or extraction of minerals

alteration to wetlands, submerged bottomlands, or shoreland zones
installation of docks, moorings, or aquaculture facilities

Landowners, project planners, municipalities or state agencies considering a project proposal in or near
an Essential Habitat should immediately contact a DIFW Regional Wildlife Biologist for assistance.
Early consultations will help to resolve avoidable conflicts and prevent unnecessary delays,
frustrations, and economic pitfalls that might otherwise arise during the final project review.

ARE THERE PROJECTS EXEMPT FROM DIFW REVIEW?
Yes. The following are examples of projects exempt from evaluation by the Department:

emergency repairs to existing structures and utilities

emergency activities necessary for public health and safety

interior repairs and construction

any project not carried out by, funded by, or requiring a permit or license from, a state agency
or municipality

WHAT ARE THE REVIEW STANDARDS FOR PROJECTS WITHIN ESSENTIAL HABITATS?

A project must not significantly alter an Essential Habitat. If the DIFW evaluation determines that
significant alteration of the habitat would occur, a state agency or municipal government may not issue a
permit or license for the project. The following factors are considered by the DIFW when evaluating a
project proposal at roseate tern nesting areas:

seasonal timing of project

noise and human activity generated by project before, during, or after completion

physical alteration to uplands, waters, or submerged lands

impact on key habitat components such as island vegetation, nesting and roosting substrate, and
foraging areas

increase in human disturbance, predation, or competition with other species

demonstrated tolerance of terns at the site to human activity and disturbance

reduction in the future suitability of the nesting area for roseate terns
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IS THE SEASONAL TIMING OF PROJECTS A MAJOR CONCERN?

Yes!. Roseate terns are very sensitive to disturbance during their nesting season. Generally this is
between May 15 and August 31 but may vary slightly from year to year. Seasonal timing of activities
will often be a determining factor in project reviews and should always be addressed in a project’s
design before seeking final DIFW evaluation. Contact a DIFW Regional Wildlife Biologist for
assistance in determining seasonal timing concerns. Examples of projects often acceptable outside the
critical nesting season are:

® expansion, alteration, or repair of existing structures
B construction, if all other review standards are met

ONCE AN AREA IS DESIGNATED AS ESSENTIAL HABITAT, WILL IT ALWAYS BE SO?

No. The law allows Essential Habitat designation only for Endangered or Threatened Species.
Designating roseate tern nesting islands as Essential Habitat will allow Maine’s roseate tern population to
grow. If the species recovers to the point where it is no longer Endangered or Threatened, all Essential
Habitat designations for roseate terns will be eliminated. Also, if a nesting area is no longer considered
essential to achieving recovery goals for the species, Essential Habitat designation would be removed.

WHO CAN I CONTACT FOR MORE INFORMATION?

The Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife. There are seven regional offices to assist you.
Please contact a Regional Wildlife Biologist at the nearest regional headquarters:

Gray: RR#1, 358 Shaker Rd., Gray, ME 04039
(207) 657-2345

Sidney: 270 Lyons Rd., Sidney, ME 04330
(207) 547-5318

Machias: 68 Water St., Machias, ME 04654
(207) 255-4715

Strong: 689 Farmington Rd., Strong, ME 04983
(207) 778-3324

Greenville: PO Box 551, Greenville, ME 04441
(207) 695-3756

Enfield: HCR 67, Box 1066, Enfield, ME 04433
(207) 732-4132

Ashland: PO Box 447, Ashland, ME 04732
(207) 435-3231
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ISSUE PROFILE

ESSENTIAL HABITAT: PIPING PLOVER AND LEAST
TERN NESTING, FEEDING, AND
BROOD- REARING AREAS

ENDANGERED & THREATENED SPECIES PROGRAM October 1997

BACKGROUND

Maine’s fish and wildlife are a valuable public resource, yet some species are in danger of becoming
extinct within the State. The Legislature recognized this by passing the Maine Endangered Species Act
in 1975. In 1988, the Legislature amended the Act by adding habitat protection provisions in recognition
of two issues: 1) the effect habitat loss has on Endangered and Threatened Species in Maine; and 2) the
confusion and sometimes costly problems that arise in the absence of consistent, predictable land use
decision-making processes for Endangered and Threatened Species. As a result, the Commissioner of
the Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife (DIFW) may designate areas as "Essential
Habitat" and develop protection guidelines for these Essential Habitats.

WHAT ARE ESSENTIAL HABITATS?

Essential Habitats are areas currently or historically providing physical or biological features essential to
the conservation of an Endangered or Threatened Species in Maine and which may require special
management considerations. Examples of areas that could qualify for designpation are nest sites or
important feeding areas. For some species, protection of these kinds of habitats is vital to preventing
further declines or achieving recovery goals. This habitat protection tool is used only when habitat loss
has been identified as a major factor limiting a species’ recovery. Before an area can be designated as
Essential Habitat, it must be identified and mapped by the DIFW and adopted through public rulemaking
procedures, following Maine’s Administrative Procedures Act.

WHY DO THE PIPING PLOVER AND LEAST TERN NEED THIS LEVEL OF PROTECTION?

The piping plover is a small, sandy-colored shorebird that nests on beaches from Newfoundland to South
Carolina. The least tern is the smallest North American tern and nests on beaches along the East and
West Coasts. Both species are imperiled throughout much of their range in the United States and
Canada. Once common on sand beaches in southern Maine, the piping plover and least tern are now
listed as Endangered under the Maine Endangered Species Act. The East Coast population of piping
plovers is also federally-listed as Threatened. In 1997, only 45 pairs of piping plovers and 60 pairs of
least terns nested in Maine.

Habitat loss and lack of undisturbed nest sites are two of the primary factors jeopardizing populations of
piping plovers and least terns. Historically, Maine had more than 30 miles of suitable nesting beaches
that may have supported up to 200 pairs of piping plovers and 1200 pairs of least terns. However, the
construction of seawalls, jetties, piers, homes, parking lots, and other structures along Maine’s sand
beaches has reduced the amount of suitable nesting habitat available to these species by more than 75%.
Today, only twelve sites provide suitable habitat where these two species nest, feed, and raise their
young. The capability of this remaining habitat to support nesting plovers and terns is further reduced
by continued development and intense recreational use. Ensuring the availability of this limited habitat is
essential for the continued existence of piping plovers and least terns in Maine. Designation of these
areas as Essential Habitat (on-going since 1995) will help to maintain the last remaining habitat for these
endangered birds. C-10



WHAT DOES ESSENTIAL HABITAT DESIGNATION MEAN TO A LANDOWNER?

Activities of private landowners are not affected by Essential Habitat designation unless projects require
a permit or license from, or are funded or carried out by, a state agency or municipality. In these
cases, the town or state agency reviewing a project must obtain an evaluation from the DIFW before
issuing a decision. No new permits or fees are required. Designation of Essential Habitat simply
establishes a standardized review process within existing state and municipal permitting processes. It
ensures landowners of consistent reviews on land use permit applications where Endangered and
Threatened Species are involved, and eliminates the confusion, delays, and sometimes costly problems
which can arise in the absence of standardized, predictable decision-making.

When projects are proposed within Essential Habitats, landowners should initiate early consultations
with the appropriate DIFW Regional Wildlife Biologist so that concerns for Endangered or Threatened
Species can be incorporated into preliminary project planning and design. When projects also fall within
areas governed by Maine’s coastal sand dune laws, all requirements of the DEP and sand dune laws
must be met before the DIFW will consider the project.

The DIFW also offers technical assistance to property owners who wish to manage their lands to enhance

habitat for wildlife.

WHAT DOES ESSENTIAL HABITAT DESIGNATION MEAN TO STATE AGENCIES AND
MUNICIPALITIES?

State agencies and municipalities cannot permit, license, fund, or carry out projects which will
significantly alter an Essential Habitat or violate protection guidelines adopted fer the habitat.
Early consultations with DIFW Regional Wildlife Biologists will facilitate identification of incompatible
projects or appropriate modifications to proposals within an Essential Habitat. Concerns for Endangered
and Threatened Species should be addressed during preliminary planning and existing agency or
municipal review procedures and before seeking final DIFW evaluation. Failure to do so may result in
unnecessary conflicts, delays, or project denials. The Department also offers guidance to municipalities
when wildlife concerns are being addressed in comprehensive plans and town ordinances.

HOW DO YOU DETERMINE IF A PROJECT IS WITHIN AN ESSENTIAL HABITAT?

All Essential Habitats are mapped on standard 1:24,000 U.S.G.S. topographic maps. In addition,
detailed maps have been prepared for all developed beach areas on 1:9,200 color aerial photos. These
maps and photos depict the precise boundaries of Essential Habitats in relation to houses, roads, seawalls
and other physical features. Essential Habitat maps and detail photos are available for viewing in
affected town offices, DIFW offices in Gray, Augusta, Sidney and Bangor, and DEP offices in Portland
and Augusta. Reduced copies of the maps are contained within the "Atlas Of Essential Wildlife Habitats
For Maine’s Endangered And Threatened Species”, which can be found in all county Registry of Deeds
offices, State libraries, and most State agencies.

IF ONLY A PART OF YOUR PROPERTY IS WITHIN AN ESSENTIAL HABITAT, WILL
EVERY PROJECT YOU CONSIDER BE AFFECTED BY ESSENTIAL HABITAT
DESIGNATION?

No. Projects located wholly outside an Essential Habitat, regardless of whether some other portion of
your property is within an Essential Habitat, are not affected by this rule. Contact a DIFW Regional
Wildlife Biologist for assistance in verifying project locations relative to an Essential Habitat.
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WHAT TYPES OF PROJECTS REQUIRE DIFW EVALUATION?

Any project that is wholly or partly within an Essential Habitat and is permitted, licensed, funded, or
carried out by a state agency or municipal government, requires an evaluation by the Commissioner of
the DIFW. Some examples of projects that require DIFW evaluation are:

subdivision of land

construction or alteration of buildings, waste-water systems, or utilities

exemption to minimum lot size requirements

construction or relocation of roads

dredging, bulldozing, or removing or displacing soil, sand, vegetation, or other materials
alteration to wetlands, submerged bottomlands, or shoreland zones

installation of docks, moorings, or aquaculture facilities

beach nourishment or dune restoration

state or municipal beach recreation management

Landowners, project planners, municipalities or state agencies considering a project proposal 1n or near
an Essential Habitat should immediately contact a DIFW Regional Wildlife Biologist for assistance.
Early consultations will help to resolve avoidable conflicts and prevent unnecessary delays,
frustrations, and economic pitfalls that might otherwise arise during the final project review.

ARE THERE PROJECTS EXEMPT FROM DIFW REVIEW?

Yes. The following are examples of projects exempt from evaluation by the Department:

® emergency activities necessary for public health and safety

® emergency repairs to existing utilities and structures, including seawalls and roads

B any project not carried out by, funded by, or requiring a permit or license from a state agency or
municipality

WHAT ARE THE REVIEW STANDARDS FOR PROJECTS WITHIN ESSENTIAL HABITATS?

A preoject must not significantly alter an Essential Habitat. If the DIFW evaluation determines that
significant alteration of the habitat would occur, a state agency or municipal government may not issue a
permit or license for the project. The following factors are considered by the DIFW when evaluating a
project proposal at piping plover and least tern nesting, feeding, and brood-rearing areas:

seasonal timing and magnitude of project

degradation of coastal wetlands or sand dune systems

increase in human disturbance, predation, or competition from other species

reduction in the future capability of the habitat to provide nesting, feeding, and brood-rearing
opportunities

IS THE SEASONAL TIMING OF PROJECTS A MAJOR CONCERN?

Yes! Piping plovers and least terns are sensitive to disturbance during their nesting season. Generally
this is between May 1 and August 31 but may vary slightly from year to year. Seasonal timing of
activities will often be a determining factor in project reviews and should always be addressed in a
project’s design before seeking final DIFW evaluation. Contact a DIFW Regional Wildlife Biologist
for assistance in determining seasonal timing concerns.
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WILL BEACHES WITHIN ESSENTIAL HABITATS CONTINUE TO BE OPEN FOR
SWIMMING AND SUNBATHING?

Yes. Some of our most popular State Parks (ie. Reid and Popham Beach) are also successful tern and
plover areas. They provide examples of how, if managed properly, plovers, terns and existing
recreational uses of beaches can coexist.

COULD ESSENTIAL HABITAT DESIGNATION BE USED TO PREVENT REBUILDING OF
STORM OR FIRE-DAMAGED STRUCTURES OR SEAWALLS?

No. This rule is pot intended to preclude rebuilding of existing structures in accordance with

implementation of the coastal sand dune regulations. Furthermore, emergency repairs to utilities and
structures, including seawalls, are exempt from this rule.

ONCE AN AREA IS DESIGNATED AS ESSENTIAL HABITAT, WILL IT ALWAYS BE SO?

Not Necessarily. The law allows Essential Habitat designation only for Endangered or Threatened
Species. Designating piping plover and least tern nesting, feeding, and brood-rearing areas as Essential
Habitat will allow Maine’s piping plover and least tern populations to grow. If these species recover to
the point where they are no longer Endangered or Threatened, all Essential Habitat designations will be
eliminated. Also, if an area is no longer considered essential to achieving recovery goals for the species,
Essential Habitat designation would be removed.

WHO CAN YOU CONTACT FOR MORE INFORMATION?

The Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife. Please contact a Regional Wildlife Biologist at
the nearest regional headquarters:

Gray: RR#1, 358 Shaker Rd., Gray, ME 04039
(207) 657-2345

Sidney: 270 Lyons Rd., Sidney, ME 04330
(207) 547-5318
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APPENDIX D

LIST OF ESSENTIAL HABITAT MAPS
AND THEIR CURRENT EFFECTIVE DATES



LIST OF ESSENTIAL HABITAT MAPS AND THEIR CURRENT EFFECTIVE DATES'

Abol Pond (2/20/98) East Millinocket (10/1/99)
Addison (2/20/98) Eastbrook (3/1/90)

Alligator Lake (3/31/95) Eastport (10/1/99)

Bailey Island (3/1/93) Ellsworth (3/31/95)

Baker Island (10/1/99) Fairfield (2/20/98)

Bar Harbor (10/1/99) Farrow Mountain (3/31/95)
Bartlett Island (2/20/98) Fifth Musquacook Lake (2/20/98)
Bass Harbor (10/1/99) Fletcher Peak (3/31/95)

Bath (2/20/98) Forest City (3/31/95)

Beech Hill Pond (3/1/90) Freeport (2/20/98)

Belgrade (2/20/98) Gardiner (2/20/98)
Biddeford (5/31/95) Grand Lake Stream (3/31/95)
Biddeford Pool (10/29/98) Great Wass Island (16/1/99)
Big Lake (2/20/98) Greenbush (2/20/98)

Bog Lake (3/1/91) Hadley Lake (3/31/95)

Bois Bubert (2/20/98) Hampden (3/31/95)
Boothbay Harbor (10/1/99) Hancock (2/20/98)

Bottle Lake (2/20/98) Harmony (3/31/95)

Brandy Pond (2/20/98) Harrington (10/1/99)
Brassua Lake West (3/1/91) Harrington Lake (2/20/98)
Bristol (5/23/94) Hewett Island (2/20/98)
Brooklin (3/1/90) Howland (5/23/94)

Brookton (3/1/90) Indian Pond North (3/31/95)
Brunswick (3/31/95) Isle Au Haut East (10/1/99)
Bucksport (2/20/98) Isle Au Haut West (10/1/99)
Burlington (3/1/91) Islesboro (2/20/98)

Burnham (3/1/93) Johns Island (10/1/99)

Calais (10/1/99) Jonesport (10/1/99)

Cape Elizabeth (10/1/99) Kelleyland (3/1/93)

Cape Rosier (2/20/98) La Pomkeag Lake (10/1/99)
Caribou Lake South (3/1/90) Lambert Lake (10/1/99)
Caucomgomoc Lake East (10/1/99) Leadbetter Island (2/20/98)
Caucomgomoc Lake West (2/20/98) Lee (3/1/93)

Center Lovell (3/31/95) Lily Bay (2/20/98)
Cherryfield (3/1/90) Lincoln Center (3/1/92)
Chesuncook (3/1/91) Lincoln West (2/20/98)
Churchill Lake (2/20/98) Long Lake (2/20/98)

Clifford Lake (2/20/98) Louds Island (2/20/98)

Cross Island (2/20/98) Lubec (2/20/98)

Cutler (2/20/98) Machias (10/1/99)
Damariscotta (2/20/98) Machias Bay (2/20/98)
Danforth (3/1/93) Matinicus (3/1/93)

Dark Cove Mountain (3/31/95) Mattamiscontis Mtn. (3/1/90)
Deer Isle (3/31/95) Mattaseunk Lake (2/20/98)
Devils Head (10/1/99) Mattawamkeag (2/20/98)
Dexter (10/1/99) Mattawamkeag Lake (2/20/98)
Drisko Island (2/20/98) Meddybemps Lake East (2/20/98)

'Effective dates may change as maps are updated. The effective date for an individual Essential Habitat
map can be found on the legend of full-size maps or in the margin on reduced-size copies. Any map with
an effective date prior to what is noted for it in the above list, is no longer current and should be discarded.
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Millinocket (10/1/99)
Molasses Pond (10/1/99)

Mt. Waldo (10/1/99)

New Harbor (3/1/93)
Newbury Neck (5/23/94)
Nine Meadow Ridge (2/20/98)
Nollesemic Lake (10/1/99)
Norcross (2/20/98)

North Haven East (2/20/98)
North Haven West (3/1/93)
Northeast Bluff (2/20/98)

Old Town (10/1/99)
Oquossoc (2/20/98)

Orrs Island (2/20/98)

Paulette Brook (2/20/98)
Peaked Mountain (2/20/98)
Pemadumcook Lake (2/20/98)
Pemaquid Point (3/1/93)
Pembroke (10/1/99)
Penobscot (3/31/95)

Petit Manan (2/20/98)
Phippsburg (3/1/93)
Plymouth (3/1/93)

Porcupine Mountain (2/20/98)
Portage Lake West (2/20/98)
Portland East (3/1/93)
Princeton (2/20/98)

Prouts Neck (10/29/98)
Rainbow Lake East (3/31/95)
Red Beach (10/1/99)
Richmond (10/1/99)

Rocky Pond (3/31/95)

Roque Bluffs (2/20/98)
Salmon Stream Lake {2/20/98)
Salsbury Cove (3/1/90)
Schoodic Head (2/20/98)
Scraggly Lake (2/20/98)

Seal Harbor (10/1/99)

Seboeis Lake (3/1/91)
Seboomook Lake West (3/1/91)
Simsquish Lake (2/20/98)
Small Point (5/31/95)
Soper Mountain (3/1/91)
Southwest Harbor (2/20/98)
Spencer Bay (5/23/94)
Spider Lake (2/20/98)
Square Lake East (10/1/99)
Square Lake West (3/31/95)
St Agatha (2/20/98)

Stinson Neck (2/20/98)
Stratton (10/1/99)

Sullivan (2/20/98)

Swans Island (10/1/99)
Tenants Harbor (10/1/99)

Third Musquacook Lake (10/1/99)

Thomaston (2/20/98)

Tomah Ridge (5/23/94)

Tunk Mountain (3/1/91)
Umbagog Iake North (3/31/95)
Umsaskis Lake East (10/1/99)
Unity (2/20/98)

Unity Pond (3/1/93)
Vassalboro (2/20/98)

Veazie (2/20/98)

Vinalhaven (10/1/99)

Wayne (10/1/99)

Wells (5/31/95)

West Lake (3/1/91)

West Lubec (10/1/99)
Whiting (2/20/98)

Winter Harbor (2/20/98)
Wiscasset (10/1/99)
Woodland (2/20/98)
Yarmouth (2/20/98)

York Beach (5/31/95)
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