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A major tople of discussion at the September business
meeting was finances., NLN is very low on funds. The treasurer
reported balances of $20,10 and $35.11 in our U.,S. and Canadian
accounts respectlvely., We recently arranged for a service=
charge-free checking account on our U,.S, bank account which
will help. But we need to ralse funds to continue to publish
this newsletter and to pay for ever-increasing postal rates.

(We are currently applying for non-profit orgenization status
which would allow us to mail for 3.5¢ (U.S.) per item -~ but
it will take until early 1982 to get the permit,)

Several measures were adopted by the membership at the
meeting: (1)Non-NLN members will be asked to pay $1 when
attending any NLN business meeting or social function. (2)A
newly-formed food committee, which will be responsible for
coordinating our meals whieh follow the business meeting,
will be given the responsibility as well to collect finasncial

lidonations from any NLN members who fail to contribute to our

repast. (3)Canadian funds will no longer be accepted at par.
With an exchange rate of nearly 20%, we wlll now set our cost

of newsletter subscription and membership fee Iin U.S5, funds only.
(4)our low~-income membership fee (36) no longer exists, In

lleu of that we will accept fees paid in installments. ALl
memberships are now $l0, Communigué subscriptions are $7.
(5)NLN's fiscal year will no longer be January 1 to December 31l.
We will change our fiscal year to October 1 through September 30,
This is for several reasons: Many NLN members are away

summers and September is & new beginning -~ school, TV shows,

new car models, and now our fiscal year; because the potato
harvest 1s from mid-September to mid-QOctober, people are more
likely to have cash to pay for NLN memberships in Sept/Oct;
January l1lst, because 1t is post-Christmas season and heavy
shopping and bills, is a poor time to ask people for membership
fees,

Therefore, let everyone be informed that your 1981
membership has expired. PLEASE renew your NLN membership on

the enclosed form (or, join us as & new member), and encourage
someone else to Jolne. Thls 1s the LAST newsletter we can

afford to send to you unless we hear from you. We GLADLY

accept anonymous contributlions. This 1s YOUR organization.

In order to stay financially healthy, we need your support. Merci,
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It's been 4 days since I returned from Fredericton and _
the 4th Atlantic Community Conference of Lesblans and Gay Men --
and I'm still high from the weekend. I've attended a number
Jof such regional conferences in New England and the Maritimes,
and I must say that this was the most enjoyable one that I've
been to. Most every event was worthwhile: +the soclal evenings,
the workshops, the plenary sessions. . Other conference organlzers
can pick up some ldeas from our Fredericton hosts -- who -
always supply that famous "Maritime Hospitality", (The
Information packet which we received upon registration
included a welcome letter from the Mayor of Frederictoni)

As with every weekend event which involves "business",
the personal aspect is most important. Friday evening's
reception provided the right opportunity for conference
attendees, wearing the necessary name tags, to meet and greet
old friends and new. ' ;

Saturday began with the keynote address followed by
workshops. Unfortunately, I was disappointed with the keynote
speaker, Don Clark, PhD from San Francisco, author of Loving
Someone Gay and Living Gay. He spoke softly, in a monotone, -
and I found his address totally uninspiring. A "big name" at a
conference does not always prove to be the best choice. If we
are to talk of regional organizing and reglonal outreach,
surely there must be local people we can use as resources
rather than big names from far away. '

The workshop periods were orgeniged just right -- with
‘enough time for discussion (2% hours) and enougn time for _
thought afterwards. My only regret is that I could attend just
2 workshops, slnce there were several others which attracted nmy
attention, (Only 2 periods with 4 workshop choices each were
offered.) The practice of pre~registration for workshops is
an excellent idea =~ 1t succeded in limiting the size of all
the discussion groups.

After a break at suppertime, entertainment was provided by
Willie Sordill, a "gay-positive" (which means "not gay but OK")
musiclan. A sing-a-long folk singer seemed very much out of
place for the entertainment that night. For the few people who
attended the concert, their interest in what he was singing
seemed lackirg. A ' - .

-Following the entertainment was a continuation (of sorts) =
of the Friday evening social -~ sans name tags.
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' . On Sunday, following the Metronolitan Community Cnurch'
Christian service, was a meeting of the Atlantic Gay Alliance
(see accompanying story) followed by the final plenary session.
It is during this session that the ‘results of workshops are
‘reported, ‘plaudits, thank yous, complaints, and comments are

2ll heard:--.a final wrap-up. It was at this plenary that one
of NLN's bilingual members offered hils services at next year's'
conferénce as a translator and possible facilitator in workshops
Usuch as "Gay and Lesbian Parents" and "Married Gay Men and Lesblans'
(2 of thls year's -workshops) which would be offered next year

en irangais. This will surely help to fulflll a great need

hich was very evident at this year's conference =-- the need .to
be able to include our francophone slsters and brothers in all
jactivities. - There was a large number of conference attendees
from northeastern New Brunswick -- the Tracadle area; it was
evident at one of thne workshops I attended that they felt left
out. It was ironic that that workshop was entitled "Atlantic
Dutreach", I m hopeful that next year's conference will more
truly be an Atlantic conference where both francophone and
{anglophone members will feel 1included.

- Next year's conference will be in Halifax, hosted by the
lmembers of Making Waves:. An Atlantic Quarterly for Lesbians and

[Gay Men. I look forward to golng to next year's gathering.

I oniy regret that they plan to discontinue the VIARAIL train
from Maine to Nova Scotla -- 1t's so much more pleaoant than
travelling by bus or having to drivel)

A final comment. It was nice to see such a large turnout.
lof WLN members -- I saw 25% of our total membership in Fredericton.
igaving been active in NLN since its inception, I'm seeing

ore and more people becoming involved -« not just involved
lin NIN activities or regional conferences, but more "involvead"
in -their own lives ~= more interested and more commitied to
Ireing themselves and being less afrald to be themselVes =-- more
people are coming out. It makes me feel good because now I have
more people with whom I can talk and relate to about being gay,
about going through what we experlence as lesblans and gay men
in = society which has, as.yet, to acknowledge us as equal
Imembers. It feels good to hear someone make a commitment to
help other gay people by offering his skllls at translating;
it feels good when it becomes easler each month for us to find
someone who will volunteer her or his home so we can meet; it
feels good to see more people in NLN become aware of the needs
of our group even in such-a small step as to want to form a
‘food committee to coordinate our pot-~luck meals every monthe
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I've grown as & result of this weekend -~ I've leasrned to

ecome more patient witn the changes wnich others go through

in their coming out processes., It's not easy being & gay mah

or a lesbian in socliety todey, especially in our small Maine and
New Brunswick towns -- we don't have the anonymity of the cities;
but as more &nd nmore of us begin to deal witn our homasexuzality,
ag we become less afraild to anot just ACT gay but to BE gay, the
people in our region will begin to get used to seelng, meeting,
end talking to gay people as "normal" = and it will make it
easier for me, too, to live in this rural and beautiful part of
the world. And I thank you alle« P

v AGA = 33 ALGA~5 W

{ Changes and growth occurred in Fredericton at the 4th
‘Atlantic Community Conference of Lesbians and Gay Men/4e
Conférence de la Communautd des Lesblennes et des Gals d'Atlantique
The umbrells group of gay and lesblen organizations In Atlantic
Cenade nas cnanges 1ts name: the AGA (Atlantic Gay Alllance/
Assoclatlion des Gai(e)s d'Atlantiques) is now the ALGA: Atlantic
Lesblan and Gay Association/Association des Lesblennes et des
Gals d'Atlantique, This name change is to publicly note the
fact that both women and men are homosexusl. When many stralgat
people tning of "gay", tney taink of men; by adding the term
lesblan, they can't avoid teking note of the existuance of

women in the Assoclation. (Though "Alliance" 1s a stronger
'bonding term than "Association", in order to maintain z
linguistic continuity, "Association" is used in both French =and
English.)

In additlon to a name change, 8n increase in ALGA member
groups occurred. The 35 original groups, Horthern Lambda Nord
(¥LN, serving northern Maine and northwestern New Brunswick),
Fredericton Lesbians and Gays (FLAG, central New Brunswick), and
Gay Alliance for Equality (GAE, Helifax, Nova Scotia) were joined
by two more ALGA members: the collective whiecn publishes
Making Waves (in Halifax) and a newly-formed group, Southeast
Lambda sud-est, an organization ir Moncton. We welcoms our
brothers aad slsters to the ALGA z2nd look forward to increased
commUnication within the Atlantic region.

¥ ALGA PROTESTS U.S. IMMIGRATION POLICY W
The ALGA is now coordinating 2 nmulti-fronted political
action: & reglon~wide protest of U.t. immigration policy waich
gpacifically EXCLUDES non~-American lesbilans and gay men from
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Le temps de renouveler votre It's time to renew

carte de membre est arrivd, your NLN membership.

Votre support mgoral et votre We're asking you to Joiu us,
contribution financidre rnous sont either as = new member or to renew
trés 1mportants et mdme essentiels. your membersnip. Your support
Zn effet, toutes les personnes . and firancial contributlon 1is
gales de notre région ont intdret essential 1f we are to continue,
de proamouvoir la survie de la Every lesbian aznd gayman in our
seule organisation gale de notre region has a personal stake in
coin de pays. the existance of the only gay

NQUS SUPPORTEZ G'EST VOUS SUPrORTEz, Organization in tals area.

As a member of the gay
community of tnis reglion, we hope
you wllil support FLHN: IT Is
YOUR ORGANIZATICON,

Veuillez nous retourner le
coupon plus bas avec votre
cotisatlon et/ou don. Votre
confiance et encouragement nous

sont trées importants. Merci! Plezse f11ll out the coupon
below. Thank vou,' »
B 55 337 36 30 57 30 W JE S e 30 40 3F 36 90 S 40 30 5 3030 30 8630 b3k SRR N T i!I Fededi i ¥ e T Red 24 S e 4 e % Tl i WUl 10 6 B4k
J'AL |INCLUS s I HAVE BNCLOSID:

($U.S.)
% ma cotisatlon annuelle [:1 £10 % snnual membersinip fee
(plus abonnement au journal) ¥ (inciudes newsletter uubscrlption)

% Journal seulement [:]%7' % newsletter only

% un don F_____ # donation
NOM/NAME
Adresse/Address
Ville/Town Province/Ttat/utate
Téléphone ( ) zZIP Code Postal

Commentalires/Comments:
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§ An Atlantic quar erly
Hfor Lesbians & Gay men

IMaking Waves is published by an 8
independant, non-profim{collectiv::
Bof lesbians and gaymen., It is ;

ek (5

@ A COUNTRY JOURNAL 8
FOR_GAY MEN EVERYWHERE

SPRING, SUMMER. tALL. & WINTIR

,4,3 00 SAMPLE COPY LATEST ISSUE
B850 REGULAR Suescmpnomarm
Iz OOWITH FIRST CLASS MAILING
27-E @ Bakersville, M, ¢ 28705 ¢

Bthe first publicatlion t¢ be
directed towards the entire
Atlantic lesbilan/gay communlty.
e need your support to make 11
Bwork. At 34 a year, it 1s not
® expensive, and you cat nhelp te
@ finznce a journal that serves all
Oi NS e ¢
# SUBSCRIBEV SUBSCHIBE . SUBSCRIBEL

B PO Box 8953 Siation A
ch%izfc;x NS ‘_ 3 5M6

T EEE(DOMHN
PO. Box 2306
Pleasant Hill, Cd 94523

send $1.00 for sample issue
_—-l'*_

rEOIFUNIQJ: is published oy Northern
Lanbda Nord, Box 990, CMI ibou, Maine

04736 USA. COMMUNIQUE solicits articles
of interest to the lesblan-gay male
community of Horthern lalne, Horthwestern
New Brunswick, ard Témlscouats, [uébecs
Printing deadline lis Lqe first of each
month. gubscrlﬂtion 37 (Us)/year,

NLY membership: $10 (Ub) includes

COK A'UN'IQUE,

Northern Lambda Hord is & member of the

support our "local"
lesblan~gay
booksellers:

NEW LEAF BOOKSTORE

ain St., Rockport

Maine 04856

ALT SRNATE BOOKSTORE
PO Box 276, Sta. M
Halifax, NS B3J 2N7

Watlantic Lesbian and Gay Associatlon (Canzda).
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entering the U.5. Originally planned by QLN to coincide with
other protests world-wide, the other ALGA members have agreed

to join NiN's leafletting campalgn. Information sheets (4n both
¥ngiish and French) will be clrculated by NLN in all the Maine-
New Brunswick border towns at shopplng center parking lots

to inform the people of itnls area of the discriminatory policy
of the Us Immigration and Naturszlization Service (IN5). Residents
of our border town areas cross tarough customs daily, sometines
even several tlmes per day, We want them to be aware of the
situation some of us face as "outlaws". The othner ALGA

members will be circulating similar flyers their areas.,

in

V¥ _NEW NIGHT SPOT IN MAINE'S CAPITOL W

Going to Augusta? If so, check out PAFPA JORB'S any nignt,
especlally on Friday and Saturday when dancing, mixed drinks,
food and friendly folks add up to a good time. Let's support

this local bar -~- the proprietors really care about us.

Papa Joe's, 76 Mount Vernon Avenue, Augusta, daine, 623~4041,
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