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The community was saddened last sum-
mer to hear of the passing of Portland
native Beverly Dodge Bowens. Born in
Portland, Beverly Dodge grew up on
Munjoy Hill, in a neighborhood that she
loved. An exemplary student, Beverly
graduated from Portland High School.
While a high school senior, Beverly made
headlines when Senator Margaret Chase
Smith and Governor Frederick Payne
intervened on her behalf and pressured a
Washington, D.C., hotel to reverse its
decision not to accommodate Dodge on
her senior class trip because she was
Black. After graduation, Beverly attended
Mercy Hospital School of Nursing, where
she came under the tutelage of Sister
Mary Consuela, a woman who had a sig-

nificant impact on her career. After this
graduation, Beverly moved to New York
City and attended Teachers College at
Columbia University, where she earned
several degrees in nursing education. 

Beverly spent the bulk of her profes-
sional career in nursing education and
administration; she returned to Portland
several years ago and was a faithful sup-
porter of the African American
Collection’s projects and public program-
ming. Despite her many accomplishments,
Beverly generally shunned the spotlight
and preferred to work “behind the
scenes.” Always soft-spoken, dignified,
and supportive, Beverly Dodge Bowens is
deeply missed.

From the Editor’s Desk 

In Memoriam: Beverly Dodge Bowens

The African American Collection of Maine’s 2007 exhibition,
“Black Portland: A Community Shares Its History,” had a well-

attended opening in February. Attentions now turn to planning
the 2008 exhibition. The 2008 exhibition will focus on the cen-
tral Maine cities of Lewiston, Auburn, Augusta, and Waterville,
and will be the Collection’s third consecutive exhibition to
explore Black history and culture at the community level. As in
the preparation for the two previous exhibitions, we appeal to the
public. If you have information to share about the rich history of
African Americans in these central Maine cities or if you know

someone who does, please contact the Collection by telephone, e-mail, or mail (See
contact information at left.) We look forward to hearing from you.

—Maureen Elgersman Lee, Lee, associate professor of history and
faculty scholar for the African American Collection of Maine at USM

Spring 2007
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The University of Southern Maine shall not discriminate on the
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vides reasonable accommodations to qualified individuals with disabil-
ities upon request. Questions and complaints about discrimination in
any area of the University should be directed to the executive director,
Office of Campus Diversity and Equity, 780-5094, TTY 780-5646.

In 2006, the African American
Collection received an extraordinary
donation, the archives of the Eastern
Real Estate Company. Made possible by
the generosity of Leonard and Mary Jane
Cummings, this collection will greatly
enhance our understanding of Black com-
merce, residency patterns, and home
ownership in Portland. 

Organized in May of 1911, the Eastern
Real Estate Company of Portland was
empowered to “carry on the business of
owning, buying, selling, leasing, manag-
ing, improving and dealing in real estate;
of owning, erecting, occupying, leasing,
improving and managing buildings of all
kinds; and of purchasing, holding, selling, 
assigning, transferring, mortgaging, pledg-

A Place in Time:

The Eastern Real Estate Company of Portland

continued

Ledger, Eastern Real Estate Company of Portland.
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In Review
The following books were recently reviewed in the American Historical Review and may be of interest to readers of the Griot.

——
Weise, Andrew. Places of Their Own: African American Suburbanization in the Twentieth Century. Chicago: University of Chicago Press,
2004. [Reviewed by Barbara M. Kelly, Hofstra University] 

Weise divides the twentieth century into three periods—1900 to 1940, 1941 to 1960, and 1961 and beyond—to demonstrate that
although the century saw a rise in Black suburban homeownership, Blacks were denied access to more affluent neighborhoods and
depicted as being uninterested in having homes of their own.

——
Fingard, Judith and Janet Guildford, eds. Mothers of the Municipality: Women, Work, and Social Policy in Post-1945 Halifax. Buffalo:
University of Toronto Press, 2005. [Reviewed by Margaret Little, Queen’s University] 

Included among the text’s various essays on Canada’s post-WWII social history is Wanda Thomas Bernard and Judith Fingard’s essay
on African-Nova Scotian domestic workers. Much research has been done on domestic workers in Canadian cities like Toronto, but
this expands our understanding of Black women’s work in eastern Canada.

ing or otherwise disposing of the shares of 
the capital stock of or any bonds, securi-
ties or evidences of indebtedness incurred
by any other corporation or corpora-
tions….”1

According to the articles of incorpora-
tion, the company was to have at least
seven, but no more than ten, directors.
The seven founding directors were
Walter Richey, president; Moses S.
Green, treasurer; Alexander Dumas; John
A. Jacklin; C.H. Diggs; Cornelius Harris,
Jr.; and Sumner L. Eastman. The
founders swore oaths before Justice of the
Peace Nathan Clifford in his Cape
Elizabeth home.  From beginning to end,

the company lasted for 90 years. The
archives primarily comprise ledger books
containing the articles of association, by-
laws, and minutes of company meetings
as well as stockholder, financial, and legal
information.

The archives of the Eastern Real Estate
Company of Portland will prove to be
invaluable primary source materials for
those who study, research, or simply
enjoy history, geography, sociology, and
business. It is an exceptional asset to the
African American Collection of Maine. 

1. Archives of the Eastern Real Estate Company of
Portland, Ledger 1, page  22.  African American
Collection of Maine.

The Eastern Real Estate Company of Portland 
continued

On the Bookshelf:

Maine’s Visible Black History
The teachers, students, historians, and

history buffs who had held their breaths
waiting for a state-wide survey of Maine’s
African American history exhaled collec-
tively last year, with the publication of
H.H. Price and Gerald E. Talbot’s Maine’s
Visible Black History: The First Chronicle
of Its People (Gardiner: Tilbury House).
The book represents the completion of
the authors’ long-held vision of a com-
prehensive history that could be used
across the state by virtually every seg-
ment of the reading public, but would be

especially valuable to Maine teachers and
students.

Across more than 380 pages of text
and with the support of many contribu-
tors from Maine and across the country,
Maine’s Visible Black History tells the story
of African Americans in state history
from the colonial era through the open-
ing years of the current century. The text
is organized around six main themes:
Early History, Families and Community,
Living and Working, Arts and Sciences,
Social Change, and Black Mainers and

Beyond. Maine’s Visible Black History con-
tains hundreds of illustrations, drawn
from museums and archives as well as
from private family collections. The nar-
rative varies, from academic essays to
highly personal narratives, a balance that
is sure to attract and engage a wide read-
ership.

In sum, Maine’s Visible Black History is
an accomplishment unmatched in its
breadth, and promises to be a resource for
years to come. 

Save the Date!

African American
Collection of Maine 

Community
History Exhibition
on Central Maine

February 1, 2008

More information to come.
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