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New head L

Staff Wiriter

. Stephen Bloom, the new direc-

 tor of the USM Libraries, is optimis-
tic about the challenges ahead.
Even though Bloom has only

_been on the job since Sept. 8, here

_ alizes his top priority, to nnpro i
Libraries’ state of acquisitions, is only

possible through increased fundmg .
So far, he is mpressed with the

administration’s commit-
ment to improving the li-
brary. “Look, I wouldn’t have
come here withouta commit-
ment from the Provost. I feel
this is a good situation I'm
coming into. I could have
stayed in Plnladelphm, but I
chose to come to USM,” he
said.
Bloorn left tl1e'Un‘iversi-
ty of the Arts located in Phil-
adelphia where he has been .
 for the past nine years. During h.ts
 tenure Bloom helped build a hbrary

zes.

 that was very specificin its mission—
the teaching of the arts. Histaskar

USM is much broader.

The problems that face the -
USM library are the same problems .

that face almost every other univer-

best—run programs in the country -
According to Bloom, it is the model
that the Big Ten used when startmg "
 their loner system.

He mll-look for ways to help the

" vsystem improve its delivery time from
one campus to another. Bloom feels

the success: £ the system beneﬁts all

: Na lzbm' can ;tand alone :In-
order for USM to house every—'»v,.: £
thing being publzshed todaywe

jwoula’ need fbur more bzzker-f G |
 towards ﬁmshmg off the top

—Stepben Bloom |

Bloom is the nsmg costs of pubhca—

_tion. Over the last few: years the costs |

of journa.l and ma.gazme subscnp—

sity library in the nation. Bloom di-

vides them into four main areas of
concern: 1. keeping up with infor-
mation and making it available; 2

_ acquisitions costs are going up 't ‘
_ double digit rates annually; 3. com-
» puters are the future and the electron-

ic medlum comes '

v thaheftypnce

tobe aggressrvem his pursuit ofﬁmd—
ing from both public and pnvate
sources.

Despite a strong desu'e to in-

crease acqmsmons, the hbra.ry wrll

reference to the Portland brary
ding’s prior function).

The Umvers1tys inter ' bbrary .

, loan program isone of the oldest and

tions have been gomg up atadouble

digit rate. Bloom stated that if this
trend continues, subscrlpuons will

_ eat up the entire acquisitions budget-
»- w1thm several years. - .
More of the library’s budget wﬂl‘ .

be going to electronic properties the ' |}
_ librarywill notown, which leaves less

solution. Bloom said hewrll
ﬁght aggressrvely for USM’s

ckman gift that will go

three floors of the library.

mission and instill a sense of purpﬂ

for the hbrary

hare of the state fund- »
g. He will also seek private

ons such as the recent

_ Bloomsaid heislooking
forward to workmg with the
~ administration, library staff,
facultyand stud ts to. help* ’creat
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' KellyN Glllespe‘

Steve Bloom, bead librarian f r USM I:as bem pzckmg his brain fbr new ways
r0 zmprove tbe stacks.
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