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NATIONWIDE PHOTO-TEXT EXHIBIT
COMING TO BELFAST

“A family is a bunch of people, or not so many, who love each other,” explains seven-year old
Liza. Liza’s family is one among twenty families represented in the photograph-text
exhibit, “LOVE MAKES A FAMILY,” which will be on display in Belfast during early
September.

In this traveling exhibit, Amherst photographer Gigi Kaeser depicts a variety of families
with gay or lesbian family members -- moms, dads, grandparents, and/or young adults. An
accompanying text for each photo includes edited remarks from interviews with family
members, conducted by writers Peggy Gillespie and Pam Brown. Six copies of the exhibit
are currently touring the United States, including the display which will be shown in
Belfast.

The “LOVE MAKES A FAMILY” photo exhibit will be displayed at the Spring Street
Gallery from September 5-13. An opening reception will be held on on Friday, September
5 between 5-7Tpm. Immediately following the reception, a panel discussion will be
presented at the Abbott Room in the Belfast Free Library. The discussion, entitled “Living
In Gay and Lesbian Families in Mid-Coast Maine” will feature six panelists who will
describe their family life experiences. Panelists will include gay/lesbians who are
parenting children, parents with gay/lesbian children, other family members and a person
whose family definition extends beyond the nuclear family. Many will be local people.

According to Sandra Gillis, Executive Director of PFLAG, “This exhibit reminds us all that
the fundamentals of love and support are to be found in all types of families, including gay
and lesbian families. At PFLAG, we find that ignorance about gay and lesbian people is
the greatest single barrier to strong and healthy families and communities. ‘LOVE
MAKES A FAMILY’ can be an important tool for overcoming ignorance and homophobia in
that it presents truthful images of gay and lesbian people in the context of family.”

The exhibit is the second community-wide event offered by the Common Circle for Human
Rights. To allow for further discussion on family issues, the next Common Circle meeting
on Tuesday September 23rd, will allow for more networking to occur between gay/lesbian
and other non-traditional families. Support for the event is provided by Southern Maine
Pride, the Maine Community Foundation and the Maine Equity Fund. For more
information about the exhibit or the panel discussion, contact Mitzi Lichtman at 338-5889.



COMMON CIRCLE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS
YOU'RE INVITED!

Next Meeting: Tuesday Sept. 23, 1997
6:30 P.M. Social 1/2 hour. 7:00 P.M. Mtg.
St. Margaret's Parish House, 49 Court St., Belfast

Topic: Family? How do we create and live in families? Who
is our family? What are the common bonds and issues faced
by various non-traditional families and other families?

This will also be an opportunity for people to network with each
other who share similar issues (i.e. parents of gays and lesbians,
same-gender partners raising children, single parents, adoptive
parents, children of gays and lesbians, individuals living in or

- seeking extended non-nuclear family which is formed from friends,

etc. |

REFRESHMENTS TOO! ; MORE INFO? Call 338-5889
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