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Taking up space

Identity; Black; Woman

in general when I make the decision to take up space like if I grab
a microphone at a thing I'm always like because I'm visibly
marked as a Black Muslim woman, and I'm Queer-identified I
name those things often will say this is who I am and that is how
I chose to take up space. I think that is important, this is
digression but there is this quote by Julia Ann Cooper who was a
writer at the turn of the 20th century, Black woman activist and
she says that as a Black woman I decide when and where I enter
with me comes my entire race--that is a paraphrase--that part as a
Black woman I decide where and when I enter I take that into
account part as a Black woman I decide where and when I enter |
take that into account anytime I decide to take up spaces I am
not just... like in that moment like I might be talking as a Black
person, as a Black woman but because I embody all those other
identity categories I try to bring that into the space with me, but I
have felt like racial justice organizing like I haven't been able to

figure that piece out.

SMWC

Organizing History; Racial Justice

Organizing Future; Racial Justice

[ felt like racial justice organizing like I haven't been able to
figure that piece out. When I work with the workers' like the
workers' center came out with an anti-racist commitment,
anti-racist statement and anti-racist commitment but you know
for the most part it was recognizing like the work had to be done
with white folks because Maine is mostly white folks so that is
true. Anti-racist work needs to happen with white folks, so I was
like ehhhh that's not my piece though like I'm not teaching white
folks about racism like unless you're paying me. I'm not doing
that like...so I haven't felt that part always feels lacking like my
heart is almost full but not quite because I haven't figured out
how to do that work, so yes to go back to when you asked about
climax. I don't know if it was the climax but it's the thing that I
was able to point at it and I'm proud of the work I did, the little

bit of the work I did to support and afterwards. I did a lot of
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Organizing History; Anti-Racist

Change for Future; Organizing

People doing the work

Identity

Racial Justice

work to support the young people getting them legal help and
legal representation, helping them navigate the media like that's
Just a sh*tstorm.

And those are skills that I have because of work that I've done
like my work for the ACLU and other organizing campaigns.
Like I am proud of that, and this work that I'm doing with
Marena, I am hopeful. I don't know it's brand new, I'm serious,
we just launched it last Tuesday. But already it feels, like we had
a gathering of women of color, people of color yesterday trying
to figure out what our communities needs, what are concemns are
and fears are. It felt, being in community, there were people, I
knew most of the women in the room but there were faces |
hadn't seen before, Black women I had never seen before and that
is like, that feels like its, it feels good. And so I'm really really
hopeful, and yes. Yes, I don't know if that was the climax but it
was the moment I was able, I could point to that and say this is
the thing, the beginning of something that feels right for racial
justice work here. It made me excited, and I am so excited.
Cautiously optimistic, in general that is how [ am, I am not a
--what's that word?--I am not an optimistic person I'm not a
pessimistic person, I'm kinda realistic. I'm a realist, so cautiously
optimistic always. Always.yeah

[01:32:06.24] End
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