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This is a begmmng .8 newly fﬁrmed group of lcsbf.ans and gay men "o
ig alive and well and living i{n Arvostock County, This is the-sirst newsletter ..., g
.of AROOSTOOK LAMBDA. Hop«,fully, t‘heré will be v many more. g

As the new decade begins, there is hor:e that the 1980's will be the
beg‘nning of 2 new time of humanity- ‘that mora peopie will begsin to treat
their fellow human beings with respect and digu ity, no ‘meitter what our
color, religion, or race; whether we are women or men, wh@ther we are gay
cr staight~ WE_ARE ALL PEOPLE FIRST

The eerly gay rights movement bogan in Cermany in 1864, It smead ,
t‘hroughout Europe over the next seventy years; it cnded ‘with Hitler's vise
to powe?. How many people wore the pink tré angle of the homasexual to
their deaths at the hands of the Nazis? : : .:«.—..»

The modern gay rights movement was-reborn in 1969 on tﬁe streets of
Creenwich Viliage in New York City when, after years:of harrassment, the
dykes burst (oxcuse the pun) at the Stonewail ‘Bar; the drag queens fought

-back. - They refused to be treated as second class, to be ridiculed and mocked;
we. refused to be "faggots and dykes" 'any more. We ake.gay men and
wom@n. We demand our dignuty.

It has been just over ten years since Stonewall ¢ “We have made some
progress in the struggle. far our right %o be treated as. equal; to be judgod
upon cur abilities; to be free from the fear that our employer might “find out";
but we - have just barely opened our. cloget doors. Oh. if they could only
know that we AREN'T so different - that we lcugh and cry, feel joy and

- patn, want to give love and to be ioved. We want the rﬂght to choose
whem we love. -We wont the same rtghts tna?. strcigh‘t peaple trke for
- granted!

Ninoteen-eighty is a beginning. - When thc next decade arrives,
we hope that gay support groups such as Amostook Lambda won't be
necessary: that we each as individual lesbians. and gaymen may live without

fear, may love without fex foar: thut everyone wiil nnember that we are
+oall PEJPLE r I{a't
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DID YOU SEE??P.... .... . The ABG Special "Homese xuals" ?
At ieast one of our state ieg'fstaﬁors from Aroostook didd A short aote
was sent to every one of our 17 :representatlves in Augusta (3 state

senators, 14 representatives) urg ng them to watch the specisl progrnm o
(afred last December 18). The note also requested’ "your writ{en reaction to o
the program." So far, oniy Remesenwuve Masiy H. MacBride of Presque’ =
Isle has responded. ‘She said: , i
X think the program dtd provide 8 better understanding of yous e

N

people. and felt the #Alm was well, done. " However, I did think

there was too much emphasis.on photogra:hy (whic-h was voery good,

incidentoliy) and not encugh empha sis on real fact and analysis.
_She concluded by saying that she was "always interested to know what the
people in my area are thirk ing ond fesling."

Here is the list of our {?) rwzesenmﬂves who did & no? respond to AR
their constituency: J
Senators - Carpenter (Diswict 33) , T8
Roland D. Manttn (District 32) s m: - . B

McBrealrty (District 31) ' 3 g
Repmaeptmivgq: et
Lougee (Island Falls area) ,Peltle. (H‘oulton) : e

Smith (Mars Hill area) " 'Mahany (Easton/Fort Fatrficld arsa) 48

Mc Henry (Madawaska/St.Agat')  Bagry (Fert Kent/Frenchville arad)

John L. NBEXKE. Mortin (Eagle Loke ared) Violette (Van Buresi area) -
: Roope (Maploton/Presque Islg) . Mattheyvs {Caribou) , B

Peterson (Washburn/Carfbou area) Nelson (New Swedern/Stockholm area _)_
McKean (Limestone)

]

DID YOU SE£?7?7?...Here is & repnnt of what Cay_ o_rpmum_y News (CCN)
said asbout ABC's "Homosexuals®:

CCN. 12 Jonuary 1980 Vol.7 No.: 24 page 2

NCTF Protests ABC's fﬁq_r_gosexqa!s

New York NY - The Nationci Cay Task Force (NCTF) has responded to
the Dec. 18 diring of ABC News Close-~Up: Homosgxuals, stating that,
"While community response to the program has. been mixed, the nverwhelmﬂng
reaction that we have received has been. neqatﬂve.

Ina prepared statement, NCTF said the documantary is being protested
for several rea sons, &mong them that "through editoriaiized content” By,
the film “claims to represent a genuine summary dif portrait of lesbian and gay
iife In America. " which rendors {t "harmful and misleading”; that lesbitnd '
are under-reprasented in the film; that "the ‘moajor portion of the film is
devotad to the*mréonal agouny suffered by a small number of dowment':ry
subjects"; the feeling that "the film b@labors our suffering to the near total
exciusion of egcmrzﬁnces of pride and W power in gay identity © thereby,
reinforcing the s stereotype that "gay itfe” {s sad and lcmely, and because the
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producer agreed to permit reprosentatives of NCTF ‘tw preview the mwogram
befora it was afrad and later ) i7%-Y aliegedly renoged on that agreement.
- NCTF Co—Es« scutive Directors I.ucﬂn Valeska and Charles ¥F. Brydon
‘ made it cieatr that they did not ” £n any way want to condemn the mungeous
contrﬁbutﬁons mude by those icsbiang and gay men who were wi lling to share
) Atheﬂr stories with the pmduceu's and viewers," However, they sald, "The
experiencs teaches all of us a hard lesson. Although we St risk unfair werii
Yiék weotment at the hands of a much needed,  theoretically unbiased non-gay
media we must also scrutinize W and gaﬂn control over the uses and product
of cmr energy. openness and courage ; which in this case resulted in & :
pomait of gay people which at best evokes a tainted kind of sympathy."
‘ - Citing the alleged ubroga*ﬁrm cf ABG'S agreemem wﬁlth NCGTY, Valeska and
'Brydon urged & that "the lesbian and gay community should oxercise extmme
cautﬁon fn all contacts with AB(" News." :

ey

DID YOU HEAR??77...0n MPBN (WMEM-FM lp‘f’r'sffie Isle), "&ll Things
Consﬂdemd" aired & segmeént (8January 1980) about hgw we gay women and men © i
are "incraasingly making sur poiftical ptresence felt * They cited the recent
courting of the gay vote by Covernor Jerry Brown of Californis \Democmttc
‘Presidential hopeful}.. He was present at a gay disco in Washington, D.C. for

a *Cay Vote USA® benefit (both Carter ‘and Kennedy Sent representotives).
k‘l‘he program aiso noted that & White House spokesperson satd that Jimmy .
Carter may sign an executive order banning disc¢imination against Xépdy
lesbians and gay men in federal govemmenti i ! (iv's about tﬁmm Ly
= K3
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‘note note note note note ¢ The next meeting of Ax‘oostook Lambda fs
tentatively scheduled for Sunday. 27 I«muary 1980 *, C‘arcle inst date on
your calendar. You will be notified of the exact time and place as soon as
it is determined. BR}NC A FRIEN’D -

» . : - . “*weather permitiing

1t's hard to read, so hews thb dﬂalogue from the cartoon on page ones
/ frame ones What is it. thresher? Look Dancer. . . Me bein’ your mext superstar
" running back. . . thought we'd talk. (Z)So taik. Well, I shan't beat aroungl the
- busgh ole’boy . . -I'm-tuite gay of cou:rse -and I lead a @i flegrantly open gay
- iffestyle... (3) Jesus. . .AKERS is gonna simply freak. ‘There's more: Y'know
‘how we pdt ea}ch other's butt after a good play?... (4) Yeah ... ss? So, I linger. ;



- soclety's doorsten.

_of context by ABC) were #&f &/ ambiguous and merely fad societal myths. like .

.'sald on camera that he probabiy wmddaftsha»gay J,Lhis gisrente b dloved him end~
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- Mere. . ..on the 8BC News Speclal: - Here isa reptint of a letter in CCN (12 ‘Ia
w}»ich seems to do an excellent job of "analysing" the p@ogmm ; "Homc‘sexuals .
Sttaigh'c Media Oppression Dear CCNs

The 60-minute ABC documentary, “Ho ,exuals" aired cn December 18
was 3 perfect example of the straight medw going into a toptc with praconceivad
notions - and then finding naive unsuspecung Mterv!ewees to play intc their
notions. [ feit as if ! watched ten lssblan apd gay sheep bsing fed to the wolves!

MBE! -Nesrly everything about the presentafon (even the commercials) was
“ ,objecnonabie. The modaator choked on the ,rd "homosexual“ every time he
' 'e;ttempted to pronounce it.  The legbi ay men featured were, for the most
- part, self-loathing, p464&4d/iYs%/ puzzied misfits who had absolutely no grasp

of their oppression. I can't balieve that out‘af the. w, 000 peopie ABC supposedly, 16§
Interviewed for the program, those people were the bast they cculd come up withl
.. Almost.none of the futervicwees' frustrat!on was exiressed constructively. The
iblts of quotes that were aired Ench.ded such outrages as " Everyone fn gay iifs {3 *
,starving for affection " ’You get eaton up alive in the gay world " and "Wo're ull
~painfully fnadeaquate either psychologically or phusically.”

ABC undoubtedly believes ali those things and just found weak or oveﬂy-—
introspective people to articulate those thoughts: Why were no well-known activist
who had s grasp of socletal opreession featursd in the documentary? W They couid;
have 1aid the blame for unnecessaery suffering whera 1t reaily belongs— on stmf.ght

Instead ¢ We hear peop!e continually eompli 'ninq about iﬂe and puttinq
themse!ves down. Many of thdr quotes (in talmess to them pcbably taken out

’"being gay is a big mistake, an eor' and “I had to' adm.;t ! was queer.” If the'
; asub)ects were trying to be sarca stic, . It def!nltely did not comg off in the fiim.-
One guy man, a bar patrcn in San Fran'casco, was etbarrsssingly drunk during
interview, &snd the camera focused on his facs, makina strange expressions for -
several seconds. He taiked about his “tricks" ss pieces of candy in a candy
store. Why is it that news shows aever"q terviews with drunk heterosexuals
(ex..ept maybe (f it's about atcahoiism), but gay. drunis get copious coverage ?
' One black gay was shown crying on camera nct in a meaningful way, but ina
acht ldiah self-pitying manner. A B/ Raerto Rican gay was so insecure he actrmlly

,_;vtauqht him "values and convictions." .
The lesbisns cn the show were a little’ better, with at least two lesblang uvzng
teofessional lives and interssted in entering” responsibiy into a lave relationship
with another weman, But I found none oi them artlculate or angry encugh at
society's oppression for my l.kﬁng o
.. Par example, one lesbian a&tempted to exr.laln homophobm and said it was ,
* & goif-hatsed fo" loving a person of the samg sex." Fine - but that's only haif of 14,
Homophebia s aiso fear of homosexuallty in others. This, perhaps, is the essence
of my cbiection to the ABC documenmry. “They found paople ‘who were extremely open
and vulnerable - and tock advantage of the sltuation to play on their guflt. Rather th
examining soctety's oppression U6 agalnst gays - ABCturned the 2sbles ‘
‘and made 1t seem‘ﬂke gayness, itself was tlw opmession. Straf.ghts can be }ust as
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homophchic 29 gavys {just look at this documentary). but that was never dealt with.

Also, [don't think {t was any colncidence that the c'gzgm@*(‘:f«u scheduled prac chc’aﬂ
all had to do with childhood dissases-HBEE7 horrible tezs ltke ravasthents qravis,
mental retardation ete. “This child can be saved and nnip@d i¥ dognosed iv
time " cne commarcist stated, snd ! cotldn®t helt» but ool the commersials weore
deliberately plannod to take ¢ u"./dz‘h.@lg“ ofthe snm waves sont o5l through

tddle Emeorica by the sensationelized ABC dacu mﬁn ary. One coroamerfoal for
UNICEF and the Year of the Child cven had @ play cn words aund a put~down
against "unizex" children. The message, clearly, with all these commarciols e
was "HELP SAVE QUR CHILDREN.®

Let ABC knew that wa know what @ cheap scara job their show weg., They

weoren't nterested in interviewing gay & peopie of any depth or (n fulfliiing,
giving relat’onships. Rather, the station chose to £/ ¢itilinte America by
focusing on the morve scrdid aspects of gay 1ife and by finding pllable
subjects who could do% the dity work for the station. (i a gm;’ man calls
himself faggst or & aueer, then «&'s OK to alr.)

Let ABC know that we're on to their tactic and that we ¥ desarve
(tndeed DEMAND) betteri /8/ Tim Cwiek Fafladelphia - Pennsylvania

ol

NEWS .. NBEWS... NEWS . =

Kennedy supuports gey plank in p atform...says he would sign oxecuiive order

banning discrimination...it's L]’.LCELOQ time again and he's getilng ou the bandwagon.
let's hope he Lives up to his momise (written to NCTF}if he's slected!
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